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CHAPTER XIV. 



CONTINUATION OF TllE DISPUTE. THE BURNING OF BOYALTON. 

Representatives from Cumberland county in the Now York Amenably — Guilford- 
ite Yorkers — Election* held by order of New York — Micnh Townacnd's Letter 
to Gov. Clinton — Convention of Committee* at Bmttleborotigh— Samuel Minott 
to Clinton — Charles Pheljw refuses to serve in the Vennont Militia— He and hi* 
son Timothy arefiued — Second Convention of the Committees — Major Jonathan 
Hunt sent to Philadelphia — Action of Congress — attempts of Vermont to effect 
n Settlement with the Yorkers— Petition of Inhabitant* of Cumberland county 
to the New York Legislature — Gov. Clinton'* Letter to Samuel .Minott — Joeiuh 
Bigclow and Peter Briggs, the contumacious Yorkers — Col Patterson'* attempts 
to enlist Soldiers— Suspicions concerning the loyalty of Vermont to the Ameri- 
con cause— Gov. Clinton's opinion — Hearing before Congress of the Claims to 
the " Grants" — Incursion of the Indians at Barnard and Bethel — Fort Defiance 
huilt — The British and Indians plan an attack on Newbury — Are diverted from 
their object — They attack Koyulton — Sufferings of the Havens family— Adven 
turea of (Jen. Klias Stevens and Capt. John Parkhui st— Escape of the Hix family 
— Heroic conduct of (Jen. Stevens — Various incidents connected with the cap- 
ture of the Inhabitants — Col. John House and his men pursue the Enemy — The 
Fight— The Threat of the Indians — Their Flight— Fate of the Captives— Opi- 
nions concerning the conduct of Col. House —Review of the Looses — Ineilents 
connected with the Inroad — The Exploits of Mrs Hendee — The Alarm at Hrook- 
line — The Might of the People — The Burning Brush-heaps nt Newfane — l'r<'| Mi- 
rations for Defence— The gathering of the Soldiery— The Calmness of Noah Sa- 
bin Sen. misinterpreted— Explanation of the Alarm. 

During the winter of 1779, 17S0, and the spring of the latter year, 
various attempts were made to obtain from Congress a decision 
of the controverted question of jurisdiction which continued to 
harass the people of New York and cramp the energies of the in- 
habitants of Vennont. The attention of Congress was so much 
occupied in furthering the general welfare of the Union, that tlic 
]>oints of difference between the contending parlies, were allow- 
ed to remain undecided. Meantime, Cumberland comity was re- 
presented in the Legislature of New York by MicahTownsend of 
Brattleborough and Elkanah Day of Westminster. The former 
occupied his scat from the middle of August, 1779, to the middle 
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of March, 17S0, and was indefatigable in hi* endeavors to assist 
the inhabitants of Cumberland county. The latter was present for 
a few days only, at the beginning of the session; and, whether 
governed by choice or necessity, did but little to advance the 
interests of his constituents. 

In a few of the towns in the county, the Yorkers continued 
to assert their rights, and did not scruple to punish those whom 
they deemed guilty of crime. Some time in the month of Fe- 
bruary, 17S0, llenrv Shcrburn and Timothv Root, inhabitants of 
Guilford, and supporters of New York authority, "arrogated to 
themselves" the power of acting as judges in a case between 
Ephraim Nichols and Henry llix. Sherburn administered 
oaths, took the evidence in due form, and, in conclusion, he and 
Iioot decreed llix guilty, and awarded to him, as a suitablo 
punishment, fifteen stripes on his naked back. It is stated that 
"Job Whitney laid them on." lint the Guilfbrdite Yorkers 
were not content with partially establishing the jurisdiction of 
the state to which they owed allegiance. They aimed to be the 
sole rulers within their own town. They were jealous of rivals, 
and of those who seemed to be aiming at that condition. It 
was this sentiment which, on the (»th of May, brought Ilezekiah 
Stowed, Asa Rice, Phineas Rice, and Micah Rice, headed by 
the before-named Sherburn, to the house of Levi Goodenough 
Jr., who, by the authority of the people of " the independent 
state of Vermont" was holding a court, and at the time of the 
visit, was busied in the trial of a criminal. On this occasion, 
Sherburn evinced higher powers of magistracy, for, by his or- 
ders, Goodenough was forbidden to proceed with the trial, the 
court was broken up, the criminal was ordered home, and the 
authority of Vermont was defied. 

Circumstances like these served to awaken in the minds of 
the Yorkers the hope that they might be successful in establish- 
ing what they regarded as the rightful jurisdiction. In several 
towns they attempted to exercise the right of suffrage, at the 
spring elections which had been ordered by New York. Simeon 
Edwards, a valiant citizen of Guilford, " signed and posted up 
a warrant in the name of the sheriff," requiring the people of 
the town to assemble and elect a Governor and other civil offi- 
cers for the state of New York. In obedience to this call, thoso 
of the inhabitants who regarded the warrant as legal assembled, 
and an election was held. In other places the supporters of 
the new state, tore down the notifications and threatened all 
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who should concern themselves in New York elections with 
prosecutions. When the people met at Putney to vote, the 
Yermonters appeared in force, and, by their authoritative and 
menacing manner, put an end to the voting. Conduct similar 
to this in other towns deterred many of the more timorous 
friends of New York from declaring their sentiments. The 
election was regarded by all as a failure. It did not express 
even the little strength which was to be found in the ranks of 
the minority. 

On the l«»th of April, after his return home from the session 
of the New York Legislature, Micah Townsend wrote to Go- 
vernor Clinton informing him of the sentiments which were 
entertained concerning the controversy, by the various classes 
of people with whom he was brought in contact. For three 
years had the loyal subjects of New York awaited the decision 
of Congress respecting the recognition of Yenuont as a sepa- 
rate state. To the February just passed they had looked for- 
ward with the hope that this important question would then be 
settled. Their agents had, however, returned from Phila- 
delphia, and the most encouraging report they could give, was 
that Congress would not at present determine the dispute. 
Uneasiness, "general and great," followed. A few openly 
espoused the cause of, ami subscribed the oath of allegiance to 
Ycrmoitt. Many, wavering between hope and fear, began to 
think of safety in " an agreement with the ruling powers," as 
thev designated the government of Vermont. Others, resolving 
to remain true to the jurisdiction which they believed just, 
continued to exhort the desponding to stand firm in the interest 
of New York, until Congress should have leisure to view the 
important question in its varied bearings, and publish a decision 
which should prove equitable as well its legal. Meantime the 
Yennont Legislature were straining every nerve to increase 
their power. At their March session held at Westminster in 
the present year, they had granted large quantities of land to 
persons residing in the New England states, and had appointed 
a committee of three to confer with the Yorkers in Cumber 
land county. The men chosen to manage this conference, hav- 
ing lobbied at Congress, had become skilled in the arts of 
insinuation, and fears were entertained that they would succeed 
in misleading those who had not much to gain should the 
authority of New York be established, but who had everv- 
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tiling to lose in case her claim should he ])ronounced in- 
valid* 

For the purpose of ascertaining the political condition of 
Cumberland county, a convention of those owing allegiance to 
New York was held at J.rattleborough on the 11th of April. 
Nine towns were represented. However satisfactory the delibe- 
rations on this occasion might have Keen, yet the letter to (Go- 
vernor Clinton, written by the chairman Samuel Minott, in 
behalf of the convention, was not of a character to inspire hope, 
cither by its references to the present, or by its estimates of the 
future. After mentioning the opinion prevalent among the 
people, that Congress Mould pay no attention to the settlement 
of the dispute during the continuance of the present war, Mr. 
Minott reverted to the transactions in which he and his asso- 
ciates had been engaged in support of the jurisdiction of New 
York. He reminded tin* (-inventor, that many of the inhabit- 
ants of Cumberland county, from the time the independence 
of Vennont was asserted, had continued subjects of New York; 
that the Legislature of New York, to encourage them to remain 
in allegiance, had, ki in the most solemn manner," pledged the 
faith of the state to protect their persons and property; and 
(although no blame could be charged upon his Excellency) that 
this pledge had been broken, many of the subjects ( ,f New 
York having from time to time been "notoriously injured," and 
prevented from obtaining the least satisfaction for their maltreat- 
ment, or the least assurance of exemption from such usage in 
future. He then referred to the ineffectual attempt which had 
been made in Congress to settle the dispute, by sending com- 
missioners to the ''Grants," and alluded to the resolutions which 
had been passed by the same body on the k 24th of September, 
177!', " generously designed " to protect the grantees, and u pre- 
vent the alienation of public property" Nor did he omit to 
inform his Excellency, that the Legislature of Vermont, in spite 
of all these endeavors, had made, large grants of laud to certain 
persons who had applied for favors of this kind ; had impri- 
soned and harassed several of the subjects of New York for 
offences against the laws of Vermont; had punished several 
who had sold liquors without a Vermont license; and had 
chosen a committee to attempt to persuade the subjects of New 



■ MS. Information ngninst Yorkers. George Clinton Papm, in N. Y. State 
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York to submit to the jurisdiction of the new state before the 
1st of June following. 

Alluding to the precariousness of the situation of the Yorkers, 
he continued : u Hitherto, sir, we have at the risque of our ear*, 
and of receiving the infamous punishment of whipping, sup- 
ported the jurisdiction of the state in this county. But as wo 
begin to believe that Congress — witli whom the matter now 
solely rests — will not do anything effectual for our relief, we do 
not think it our duty any longer to put our all at stake. We 
would wish, sir — we are earnestly desirous, to live under the 
government of New York, but cannot longer risque so much for 
a government which is either unable or unwilling to protect us ; 
and must candidly assure your Excellency, that unless Congress 
shall have settled this controversy by the 1st of June next, the 
subjects of New York in this county must, for their own safety, 
connect themselves with some power able to afford them secu- 
rity." While thus stating the grievances to which the adherents 
of Xew York in Cumberland county had been subjected, Mr. 
Minotr, in behalf of his associates, assured the Governor that 
these unfortunate results had not been occasioned by any neglect 
on his part. " We beg leave." wrote he, " to express the 
warmest sentiments of gratitude to your Excellency, for your 
conduct through the whole of our most distressed situation. 
We are truly sensible, sir, that you have done all in your power 
to relieve us, and that if Congress had the same tenderness for 
the calamities of their constituents which you have repeatedly 
shown to those under yonr care, we should before this have been 
in a capacity of doing something to assist the continent in car- 
rying on the war." Such were the accounts transmitted to 
Governor Clinton from Cumberland county. They were intended 
both for his instruction and the edification of the congressional 
delegation from Xew York. 

Accompanying this communication was a letter from Micah 
Townsend, of the 12th and 14th of April, confirmatory in part 
of the statements which had been previously reported. His own 
situation he represented as " truly disagreeable," and his reasons 
for this declaration were not trifling. He was well aware that 
the New York Legislature regarded every act. done by them for 
the maintenance of their jurisdiction on the 4 * Grants," as a favor 
conferred upon their constituency who resided there. He a'so 
knew that the Yorkers in Cumberland county supposed that 
they had merited from the Legislature protection at least, since 
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without any prospect of private advantage, they hud spiritedly 
inaiiitjiiiK'd the authority of New York against the violent inea- 
surcs of the Ycnuontcrs. An accurate knowledge of the situa- 
tion of tin' Yorkers, hoth in and out of Vermont, enabled him to 
mark tlu- instances in which a want of union in their counsels 
had heen dt'triiuentul to their cause, and had given strength to 
their antagonists.* 

Having dispatched these letters, the subjects of New York 
flattered themselves that there would he no necessity of troubling 
the government with their complaints for some time to come. 
As the Vermont Legislature had appointed a committee to confer 
with the Yorkers for the purpose of establishing a basis for a 
union, it was not supposed that hostilities would be continued 
between the two parties, or that Vermont laws would be enforced 
again>t those who denied the authority of the state. 13ut the 
facts were otherwise. Pursuant to orders from Governor Chit- 
tenden, drafts of men were made in Cumberland county in the 
latter part of April. In some towns no distinction was observed 
between tfuwc who acknowledged and those who denied the 
jurisdiction of Vermont, and in the few towns in which a differ- 
ence was made it was wholly favorable to the citizens of that 
stare. In Marlborough, Charles Phelps and two other persons, 
who had long been bitter opponents of the new state, were 
drafted as soldiers until the 1st of January, 17*1. Phelps refused 
to serve, and declined to pay the tine which was imposed upon 
him in consequence of his refusal. On the 2d of May, 17S<>, 
Abel Stockwell, in conformity with the statute in that case pro- 
vided, attempted to distrain for the fine. "While thus engaged 
he was attacked by Charles Phelps and his sou Timothy, who 
did ''beat, bruise, cut, wound, and evil entreat" him to such an 
extent that his " life was greatly despaired of." Dissatisfied 
with this result, Stockwell visited Phelps's house a second time, 
and on this occasion seized his cattle and levied a fine of u twenty 
silver dollars" on his son. At the same time he threatened the 
younger Phelps with whipping if the fine was not paid. A few 
days after this occurrence, as was then reported, a post was 
erected in Marlborough for the purpose of facilitating the exe- 
cution of the punishment. 

Determined to prosecute the matter further, Stockwell enter- 
ed a complaint against the Phelpses, and, on the 23d of May, the 

• George Clinton 1'npei*, in N. Y. State Lib., vol. ix. doc* 279S, t»m. 
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sheriff was ordered to attach their goods to the value of £6000 
lawful money, or their bodies in case property to tins amount 
could not be found. On the 8th of June, Joseph Church, the 
constable of Marlborough, endorsed the following return on the 
writ: "I have attached sixty acres of land belonging to the 
within named defendants — thirty acred belonging to the within 
named Charles Phelps, Ksrp, beginning at the dividing line be- 
tween him the said Charles and Timothy Phelps, ten rods west 
of his dwelling-house, west as far as his land pies, and so far south 
as to contain thirty acres; and thirty acres belonging to Timo- 
thy Phelps, beginning at the above-mentioned dividing line, 
extending north as far as to contain thirty acres, bounding 
west on Newton's land — and have left an attested copy at each 
of their houses of this writ, with my doings thereon." The cause 
was tried on the 3d Tuesday in June, but the decision of the 
court wits withheld. At the August term, Charles Phelps came 
before the court, and, in defence of his conduct, stated that ho 
made the assault only to maintain possession of his property, 
which was being u wrenched from him by force and arms ;" that 
he was a subject of New York, but could obtain no redress of 
grievances by the laws of that state ; and that he was forced 
" hy the laws of nature ami nations" to protect his rights by the 
means which were in his power. It is hardly necessary to say, 
that these statements produced but little impression on the court. 
Tin? defendants were sentenced to pay a fine of £500 lawful 
money, and an execution was immediately granted against the 
property which had been already attached. Marlborough was 
not the only town whose inhabitants were called upon to serve 
in the Vermont militia. In Halifax, five Yorkers were drafted 
but no Vermonters. In Guilford, Capt. Price and four other 
persons, subjects of New York, were enrolled, and two of the 
new state's men. In Duuimcrston, one Yorker and one Ver- 
monter were drafted. In Putney, thirteen Yorkers and two 
Vermonters were required to furnish five men. 

On the 2d of May, the committees from eleven towns in Cum- 
berland county, assembled at Brattleborongh, for the purpose of 
devising such measures as should seem best fitted to protect 
their own interests and those of New York. In a letter address- 
ed to Governor Clinton, they explained their situation, and de- 
fined the position in which they were placed. To fight with or 
submit to the government of Vermont appeared to them their 
only alternative. "On the one hand," said they, " we have 
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nothing to expect but an unequal and Moody conflict with a 
ferocious net of men, exasperated by "Ur opposition to their ille- 
gal measures. On the other, submission to a government which 
we know to be usurped, and whose cruelties have already taught 
us to dread and abhor it. From this dilemma Congress, and 
Congress alone, can relieve us; and if our situation could be 
rightly explained to them, and that honorable body could be 
induced for a moment seriously to attend to it ; if they have 
not wholly lost that glorious- spirit which has heretofore, in so 
eminent a manner, distinguished them — and regard their faith 
unanimously and solemnly pledged, we are persuaded they 
■iiinM put an end to our miseries by speedily determining to 
which of the thirteen states we belong. lint, if they will not, 
God knows what will become of us, even while we are waiting 
their leisure.'' Other points bearing upon the subject of the 
controversy were also discussed. In view of the little support 
which was expected from New York, the committees expressed 
an earnest desire that the Governor would not blame them for 
takint; such measures a* thev should think most conducive to 
their safety ; but, on the contrary, would admire the fortitude 
and loyalty which had induced them, " so long and <uut«*<'xt< t/< 
to stem the impetuous torrent of disloyalty and oppression." 
This communication, cogent in its reasons, direct in its conclu- 
sions, and accurate in its facts and details, was signed by Sa- 
muel Minott, the chairman of the town committees, and was 
entrusted to Major Jonathan Hunt, who was chosen an espe- 
cial messenger to deliver it to Governor Clinton. 

Having fulfilled his commission, Major Hunt proceeded to 
Philadelphia, and on the "2'M of May subscribed an affidavit 
which was read in Congress, in which he declared his belief, 
founded on credible information, "that the assumed govern- 
ment of the .New Hampshire Grant?, called "Vermont" was 
intending after the 1st of June following, "to put their laws 
into execution over the persons and estates of the inhabitants of 
the said 4 Grants' and to exact from them an oath of allegiance 
to their pretended state." He also stated that "William Williams 
of "Wilmington, who had formerly received a colonel's commis 
sion from the Convention of the state of New York, who had 
been a member of said Convention and was now a member of 
the Assembly of Vermont, had informed him that the govern- 
ment of Vermont had re-granted lands which had been pre- 
viously granted by New York, without consulting the rights or 



1780.J 



CONGRESSIONAL MEASURES. 



375 



interest of the first grantees, and had also disposed of large tracts 
to persons residing in Connecticut, and to certain continental 
officers whose petitions for land had hcen presented by Col. 
Boger Knos, a continental officer of that state.* 

In view of this representation, and of other representations of 
a similar character. Congress on the 2d of .June declared the 
conduct of the people of the ''Grants," " in contravening the 
good intentions'' of the resolutions of the 24th of September, 
and of the 2d of October, 1779, to be "highly unwarrantable, 
and subversive of the peace and welfare of the United States." 
At the same time the inhabitants of the controverted district 
were, by a special order, ''strictly required to forbear and 
abstain fnnu all acts of authority, civil or military, over the 
inhabitants of any town or district who hold themselves to be 
subjects of, and to owe allegiance to any of the states claiming 
the jurisdiction of the said territory in whole or in part,*' until 
the controversy, should lie determined. Desirous no doubt of 
terminating internal dissensions of every character. Congress 
resolved to "proceed to hear and examine into, and finally 
determine the disputes ami differences relative to jurisdiction,*' 
as soon as nine states, exclusive of those who were parties to the 
controversy should be represented. By a subsequent order, 
passed on the 9th, the second Tuesday of September following 
was fixed upon as the day upon which Congress would declare 
their final determination/"- 

At their spring session, the General Assembly of Vermont had, 
on the 15th of March, appointed Stephen B. Bradley, Moses 
Bobinson and Jonas Fay, a committee "to enquire as soon 
as may be into the cause, and officially take the reasons why 
certain of the inhabitants of the county of Cumberland are 
opposed to the authority of this state, and wherein their griev- 
ances consist." Pursuant to this appointment, the committee, 
accompanied by Governor Chittenden, assembled at "West- 
minster, and afterwards at Putney, "to attention the Yorkers," 
and to "bring about a union with the Brattleborough commit- 
tee," of which Samuel Minott was chairman. However well- 
intentioncd this measure might have been, it does not seem to 
have been followed cither by a compromise or by any kind of 

• Gconrc Clinton rnpers, in >". V. Stuto Eik, vol. ii. does. 28.>«, '28f.5. MS. 
Affidavit of J.inntlimi Hunt 

f Journal.* Am. Cohjz., iii. Broadside, in Papers rclntiiiR to Vt. ( on 

trovewy, in office Si-c. Slnte >". V., p. :!•» 
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a permanent or temporary settlement. A similar result appears, 
to have attended the negotiations of a like committee, who were 
directed to convene (luring the month of August at Westminster, 
at Putney, and at Urattleborough. "to settle with the Yorkers."* 
The 1st of June, the time at which it was supposed the 
government of the new state would manifest its power by some 
decisive act, had come and gone, ami no change in the adminis- 
tration of Vermont at) airs had taken place sufficiently important 
to attract especial attention. To the New York adherents the 
hopes which they had so long cherished, not only that a decision 
would he made, but that it would be favorable to them, began 
to assume an appearance more fantastic than real. Knowing 
that they could not afford to lose all they had expended in this 
contest, and deeming it just that the state for which they had 
hazarded so much should reimburse them lor expenditures 
made in her behalf, they presented to the New York Legis- 
lature, on the 12th of June, through Micah Townsend, a petition 
designed to accomplish this end. In it they referred to the dis- 
affection which had led to the establishment of Vermont as an 
independent jurisdiction ; to the efforts which had been mado 
by the Legislature of New York to prevent the disaffection 
from becoming general, which efforts had resulted in a resolve, 
passed in February, 177S, by which the faith of the state was 
then pledged " to concur in the necessary measures for protecting 
the loyal inhabitants of this state residing in the counties of 
Albany, Charlotte, Cumberland, and Gloucester, in their persons 
and estates ;" to the constancy which many of the residents on 
the "Grants" had exhibited in continuing allcgiant to New 
York ; to the earnest endeavors which had been made by these 
"loyal subjects" to obtain the protection of government ; to 
the ill success that had attended their efforts ; and to the perse- 
cutions they had endured in the shape of fines, imprisonments, 
and the confiscation of property. Resting their claim on these 
considerations, they declared that the Legislature were bound 
in equity to make compensation for the injuries they had 
received, and expressed a hope that their petition for such com- 
pensation would lie answered. A request so reasonable as this 
could not, it would seem, have met with a refusal ; but con- 
siderations more pressing in their nature were continually 
demanding the attention of the Legislature, and it was not until 
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several years had elapsed that this application, and other 
applications resembling it, were treated to a final and definitive 
answer.* 

On the 16th of June, Governor Clinton replied to the com- 
munications he had received from Samuel Minott in behalf of 
the town committees, and entrusted hie letter and other import- 
ant papers to the care of Major Hunt, who, on his way home 
from Philadelphia, had stopped at Kingston, where Clinton then 
resided. With reference to the resolves of Congress he pro- 
tossed his faith in the truth of the statements they contained, 
and made no doubt that the instant there should be a full repre- 
sentation in Congress, ami the public attairs should with 
propriety permit attention to be paid to the subject of the 
controversy, it would "be put in a course of decision." Not- 
withstanding his own convictions, he did not endeavor to 
conceal from himself or his friends the probability existing that 
the Vermonters would not heed these resolves. " Should your 
neighbors,'' wrote he, "in contempt of the authority of Con- 
gress, and at the hazard of the welfare of the whole confedera- 
tion, by embroiling its members in a civil war at this crisis, 
still persevere in their usurpations, I must recommend it to 
you not to submit voluntarily, but at the same time, that in 
your resistance you will be guided by prudence, reflecting that 
the whole force of all the states will not only be shortly called 
forth, but w'll be necessary to ensure success to the great 
intended operations against the common enemy; and con- 
sequently, that, however at another time it might be in our 
power, and at all times my sinccrest desire, to relieve and 
protect you, yet that in the present conjuncture the power of 
the state must bo directed to another, and I feel assured your 
own candour will induce you to admit, a more important, 
object.'' In another part of his communication, he informed 
Mr. Minott, that complaint had been made to him, when at 
the northward, that the subjects of ^New York, resident in Cum- 
berland county, were living "totally exempt from public 
burthens." While declaring his disbelief in the charge, he .-fill 
expressed a wish that u even the appearance of a cause might 
be removed," and therefore recommended the formation of a 
company of soldiers in the " well-affected towns," to serve for 

* Doc Hint. X. Y., iv. IMS 1004. Papers relating to Vt. Controversy, in 
office &*\ SUtc S. Y., i>. 25. 
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three montlis from the middle of the approaching July. lie 
further proposed, that the men thus raised should he attached to 
the levies required of New York to serve with the continental 
army. " in the intended operations against the enemy in the 
southern parts of the state.'* and named Fi.-iikill as the phue 
to which they should repair as mkhi as embodied. At the same 
time he expressed his willingness that the s< .Idictv-- provided 
such was their wisli — should he stationed at Skem-borough. 
now Whitehall, that they might he nearer to their families and 
homes. In a letter to Col. Kleazer Patterson, of the same date, 
he enclosed commissions for several officers who had hern re- 
cently appointed, and expressed the hope, provided the ppject 
of raising men for the army in the k * wcll-atfected" towns should 
appear practicable, that Patterson would lend his " best exer- 
tions" to carry it into prompt execution.* 

Although the subjects of New York in Cumberland county 
were at all times ready to serve that state in a civil or military 
capacity, they did not consider themselves bound to perform 
similar duties for Vermont. It chanced therefore, that mIich 
Comfort Star, captain of the first militia company in (iuilford 
connected with the first Vermont regiment, in pursuance of an 
act of the General Assembly and in obedience to orders from his 
colonel, directed his company to convene at their usual place ot 
parade on the 25th of April, and on their assembling, selected 
Josiah Bigelow and Peter Briggs to serve in the state guard 
until the 1st day of January, 17^1 — it chanced then, that both 
of the men drafted, refused to join the troops they were detach 
ed to serve with, and declined to pay the fine required of them 
by statute a* the punishment for such neglect. Thereupon, by 
order of the lion. Moses liobinson, the Chief Judge of the 
superior conrt, process was ordered against the deliiupients. 
Dr. Daniel TCood. of Putney, an " indifferent person," served 
the summons on Briggs. on the 7th of June, by leaving an 
attested copy of it at his dwelling. With Bigelow he did not 
succeed as well. Having first attempted to read the summons, 
he wa« ordered out of the house with hard words. On the 
second essay, he was not only treated in a similar manner, 
but was driven out of doors by Bigelow, who with one fist in the 
Doctor's face, and the other at his side, emphatically declared, 
he " should take it,'' if he attempted to read the summons, 

• George Clinton Papers, in N. Y. State Lib., vol x. doc 2981. 
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After several efforts of this nature, " being impeded by the 
position and words" of Bigelow, Kood delivered the summons 
verbally and favored the contumacious Yorker with an attested 
copy of tin: same. At the trial before the superior court, 
judgment was rendered against the delinquents, and each was 
sentenced to pay a tine of £108, together with the costs of the 
trial* 

The proposition made by Governor Clinton, that a company 
should be formed in Cumberland county for the continental 
service, was favorably received, and measures were imme- 
diately taken for carrying it into execution. From every 
twelve or thirteen men, one man was selected to serve as a 
soldier, and his expenses were borne by those from whom he 
was chosen. Col. Samuel Wells, of Hrattleborough, rendered 
valuable assistance in forwarding the project, and even went 
so far as to hire a man at his own expense. In announcing to 
the Governor the success which had attended these efforts, 
Mieah Townseud, in his letter of the 19th of July, did not fail 
to mention the little difficulties with which he and his friends 
had been obliged to contend. In order to avoid any misundcr- 
standi tig in the future, he recommended to the Governor that 
the stato^fcmld advance a small amount of money for the 
huudfo0 the company, even though Congress should refuse to 
&u u mmi the expenditure, rather than that the soldiers should 
be rendered " uneasy," by being fed on expectations alone. 
Col. Kleazer Patterson, in reference to the same subject, informed 
the Governor, on the 20th of July, that he and the officers of 
his regiment had spared no exertions to procure a company of 
fifty men, and that the reason why this number was not yet 
fully completed, was the "peculiar situation" of the friends of 
Now York, and not a " want of sufficient exertion" on the part 
of those to whom the business of enlisting had been entrusted, 
or of " spirit in the people." 

In his reply of the 10th of September, Governor Clinton 
exhorted the Colonel and those associated with him, to adhere 
to the course they had taken. That their military organization 
might be in accordance with the laws of the state, he announced 
to them the necessity of being properly armed and accoutred, 
and -of being provided with ammunition. lie expressed full 
confidence in their loyalty to New York and the United States, 
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and declared his ludief that they would make use of every 
means in their power to render their recruits military and 
effective men.* 

During the summer of this year, suspicions had been enter- 
tained that the principal men interested in the government of 
Vermont, were engaged in negotiations with the British in 
C anada, hut as to the correctness of the suspicions or the nature 
of the negotiations nothing couhl he dcteruiijied. By Scj»- 
tcmhcr, these suspicions had increased to such an extent that 
they were regarded by many as facts. Fears were also pre- 
valent that the enemy were about t« » make an incursion into 
Vermont, for the purpose of reducing it to a British province. 
Depositions containing information to this eti'eet, were attested 
by Benjamin Buttertield and Jonathan Church, inhabitants of 
Cumberland county. The statements made by these gentle- 
men, were based partly on hearsay and rumor, and partly on 
conversations which they had held with persons who had seen 
scouts who had removed from Cumberland county and 
joined the British in Canada. These depositions, which were 
taken at the instance of the New York adherents, were trans- 
mitted to Governor Clinton for his penpal. Accompanying 
them was a communication of the 11th of September, signed 
by the deponents, also by Col. Kleazer Patterson, Lieut.-Col. 
John Sergeants, Capt. Timothy Church, and several private 
gentlemen, recommending the appointment of a committee 
•'invested with some degree of authority," whose duty it 
should be to watch such of the inhabitants of the county as 
might be suspected of conspiring with the British against the 
Americans, and report their names to the proper authorities. 
Although this proposition was well received by the Governor, 
lie was prevented by political reasons from acting on its sug- 
gestions. Under these circumstances he substituted counsel for 
action. " I can only advise," said lie, in his letter of October 
3d, " the present civil and military officers to vigilance and a 
faithful exertion of the authority they are vested with, and [ 
would fain hope they will, in this case, be able to defeat the 
designs of our secret enemies." He also reminded his friends, 
that any person who had joined the enemy, and who should be 
found lurking secretly in the county, was triable by a general 

• George Clinton Papers in N". V. State Lib., vol. x. docs. 30*1, 3085 : xi. 
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court-martial as a spy, and subject to capital punishment ; and, 
further, that any person who should " knowingly harbor or 
comfort" a spy was guilty of a misdemeanor of the highest 
nature. That the suspicions which gave rise to these precau- 
tions were partly founded in truth, there is now no doubt. 
The vague reports which were then floating among the com- 
munity, springing from no very responsible source, and exag- 
gerated by transmission, were the precursors of that diplomatic 
correspondence which for more than two years was carried on 
between Frederick Ilaldimand on behalf of the British, and 
Thomas Chittenden on the part of Vermont, and which gave 
foundation to innumerable stories subversive of the ideas which 
had hitherto been entertained of the loyalty of Vermont to the 
cause of America.* 

In conformity with the expressed determination of Congress 
to adjudicate fairly upon the conflicting claims to the " Grants," 
the new state's men had already appointed their agents to 
appear at Philadelphia, and other parties interested in the con- 
troversy were prepared to follow their example. Fearing lest 
the New York delegates should be remiss in their duties, the 
subjects of New York resident in Cumberland county met on 
the 30th of August and appointed Luke Knowlton their agent 
to attend at Philadelphia, at their own expense. By order of 
the county committee of which John Sergeants was then chair- 
man, he was furnished with a recommendatory letter to Governor 
Clinton, in which he was described as a gentleman of "penetra- 
tion and probity," who had resided in tin? county since the 
beginning of the disturbances, and was therefore prepared either 
to refresh the memories of the delegates, or to acquaint them 
with such circumstances, as had not j et come to their know- 
ledge. On the 12th of September, he was- provided by Clinton 
with an introductory letter to the New York delegation, and 
thus equipped he arrived in Philadelphia. Hopes were now 
entertained that the long drawn controversy would be decided. 
The interview between the parties interested and Congress, was 
opened on the 19th of September, by the presentation of docu- 
ments detailing the different views which were entertained on 
the subject under consideration, and the circumstances upon 
which they were founded. In this manner the reference was 
conducted for two or three days, when, the agents from Vermont 

0 

• C oigc Clinton Paper", in N. Y. Slato Lib., vol. xi. docs. 321-1, .1250. 



Digitized by Google 



3*2 IIISTOUY OK KA6TKRN VKRMoNT. [17H». 

becoming satisfied that partial modes wore pursued, and ex-parte 
evidence presented and recci* cd. withdrew I'mm the assembly, 
and, on tin.- '22*1, sent in to Congress a rcmonst ranee against 
their proceedings. On tin- 2«»th, Knowlton notified t<> Congress 
that the cxpcii>ivencss .,f living and the sickliness of tlie place, 
would render it "very disagreeable'' for him to remain hunger 
in Philadelphia, and returned home. These events, comhiue<l 
with the doubts which had heeti excited in the minds of many 
of the members of Congress as to tlie validity or invalidity of 
the differing claims, rendered a po>(]«.nciiiciit of the hearing 
extremely desirahle. This end was accomplished by a resolve to 
that etl'ect, and thus was a decision avoided, which could not 
have Keen announced in any form without exciting ill feelings, 
Avho^e results would have heeti vis'ihle in compromising the 
strength of that union which hound the states together, and 
which gave them a power that would have heen weakness itself 
had they heen divided.* 

Considering the exposed situation of the northern frontier of 
Vermont, it had long heen a matter of surprise and congratula- 
tion that the British and Indians had not more frequently im- 
proved the many opportunities which were open to them of 
attacking the settlers and pillaging their fields and dwellings. 
This apparent forhearance, so far from arising from any praise- 
worthy motive, was caused by the many difficulties which the 
enemy knew it would he necessary for them to encounter in 
reaching the settlements. Put the intervention of steep moun- 
tains and pathless forests did not afford complete exemption from 
attack. On the S»th of August, a party of twenty-one Indians 
visited the town of Barnard, and made prisoners of Thomas M. 
Wright, John Xew ton, and Prince Haskell. These men were 
subsequently carried to Canada, w hence the two former escaped 
in the spring following. Tlie latter was exchanged after being 
for more than a year in captivity. While prisoners they suffer- 
ed many hardships, which differed only in kind from tlxse they 
endured during their return journey. David Stone of Bethel 
was also captured at tlie same time, by the same party. AVhen 
the settlement of Bethel was begun in the fall of the year 177'-', 
a small stockade fort hail been built by the inhabitants of the 
town for their protection. It stood at the lower end of the 
west, village, on the north side of White river, and its garrison, 
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which had been removed from Royaltnn, was commanded by 
Captain Safford. On the occasion of this incursion, it rendered 
no effectual service in behalf of the inhabitants. Immediately 
after the attack, the inhabitants of Barnard called a town-meet- 
ing, and resolved to build a fort. Benjamin Cox was chosen 
captain and a message was sent to the Governor for a commis- 
sion. As soon as the fact of the inroad was known, several com- 
panies of soldier* from different parts of the state set out for 
I'arnard, but before they arrived there, the enemy had departed, 
ami the work of defence was almost completed. The fort 
was known as Fort Defiance, and at times was occupied by a 
garrison.* 

But the sorest trial was yet to come. In July, 1770, an Ame- 
rican officer, a certain Lieut. Whitcomb, while out with a scout- 
ing party on the river Sorel, had mortally wounded Gen. Gor- 
don, a British officer, as he wa.s riding between Chambly and 
St. Johns, and had taken from him his sword and watch. The 
British had long desired to avenge this act, which they regard- 
ed as base and villanous, resulting wholly from a desire ot 
plunder, and totally unworthy of an officer. To capture Whit- 
comb was, with them, a controlling motive. Expecting, it is 
supposed, that .they should find hiin at Newbury on Connecticut 
river, an expedition was planned against that town. Of the 
two hundred and ten men* who were engaged in it, all were 
Indians, with the exception of seven white men who were re- 
fugees and tories. In the beginning of ( )ctober, the party, under 
the command of Ilorton, a British lieutenant, and one Le Mott, 
hi* assistant, started on their in'— i>>n of plunder and revenge. 
Their guide, whose name was Hamilton, had been made prisoner 
by the Americans at the surrendry of Burgoyne, in 1777. He 
had been at Xewbury and Royal ton during the preceding sum- 
mer, on p; role of honor; and having left the latter place with 
several others, under pretence of going to survey lands in the 
northern part of Vermont, had gone directly to the enemy, 
to whom, no doubt, he communicated such information as 
served to assist them in executing their barbarous intentions. 
"While proceeding up Onion or Winooski river, they fell in, near 
the spot where Montpclier now stands, with two white men en- 
gaged in hunting, who informed them that the people of New- 

• Vermont Gazetteer, ed. 1824, pp. 53, 64. MS. Utter. 

♦ Willimns My»2l<>; Thompson, "about 3r*>.* 



8S4 



HISTORY OF EABTKKH VKHMONT. 



[1780. 



bury had been expecting an assault from tlicir enemies in Ca- 
nada, ami were well prepared for defence. The information, 
whether true or false, had the efl'eet to divert them from the 
primary object of the expedition, and to turn their attention 
towards Jloyalton. 

This town had formerly been defended by a small garrison, 
but unfortunately the soldiers had a little while before been re- 
moved seven or eight miles westward to Capt. Satlbrd's fort in 
the town of Hethel, and the inhabitants were now entirely des- 
titute of the means of defence. On reaching the mouth of Ste- 
vens's branch, the enemy passed through the town of Harre to 
Jail branch, which empties into Stevens's branch : and, after pro- 
ceeding up this stream for some distance, crossed the mountains 
in Washington and Orange counties, and striking the lirst 
branch of White river, followed it down through Chelsea, and 
encamped at Tunbridge, where they remained during Sunday, 
the 15th of October, engiged, no doubt, in maturing their plan 
of attack. Leaving a strong guard at this place, they advanced 
the next morning before daybreak towards the more settled 
parte of Tunbridge, and commenced depredations at the house 
of John Hutchinson, which was situated in Tunbridge, but ad- 
joined the line of Royal ton. Having made Mr. Hutchinson 
and his brother Abijah prisoners, they plundered the house, 
crossed the first branch of White river, and proceeded to the 
dwelling of "Robert. Havens in Roy alt on, which was not far dis- 
tant. Mr. Havens, who had gone into his pasture, becoming 
aware of danger from the barking of the dogs, and beholding at 
the same time, a party of Indians entering his house, lay down 
under a log and escaped their notice. His son. Daniel Havens, 
and another young man, Thomas J 'ember, who were in the house 
when the enemy approached, endeavored to escape by flight. 
Havens succeeded in throwing himself over an adjacent hedge, 
and, being protected by the bushes, crept down the bank of 
the stream and concealed himself beneath a log, over which the 
Indians passed a few minutes afterwards, as they pursued with 
impetuous haste their escaped prey. Coming up with Pern her, 
one of them aimed at him a spear, which, striking him, inflicted 
a severe wound. He still continued running, but, becoming 
faint with the loss of blood, was soon overtaken, killed, and 
scalped. 

Having selected Mr. Havcns's house as a deposit for their bag- 
gage and a post of observation, a portion of the party were left 
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there a.s guards, while the main body again Pet forth to complete 
the work of destruction. On their way they overtook Elias But- 
ton, a young man, who endeavored to avoid them. But the 
Indians — fleet of foot, and savage by the scent of blood — rendered 
his attempts useless, and his body was left by the roadside, welter- 
ing in its gore. Advancing silently and with great caution, they 
next entered the dwelling of Joseph Kneeland. which was about 
a half mile distant from Havens'*. Here they made prisoners 
of Kneeland and his aged father, also of Simeon Belknap, Giles 
Gibbs, and Jonathan Brown. Carrying devastation in their 
train, they finally reached the mouth of White river branch, 
where they made a stand, and dispatched small parties in differ- 
ent directions to plunder the dwellings and bring in prisoners. 
They had already stolen a number of horses, and, thinking to 
facilitate operations, they now mounted them, and endeavored to 
control them by yells and shouts. The horses, unused to such 
riders, were rendered more and more unmanageable by the 
frenzied cries of the Indians, aud served essentially to impede 
the execution of their plans. The alarm had now become 
general, ami the frightened inhabitants, flying in every direction, 
sought such places as might afford a refuge from the barbarity 
of their pursuers. As a detachment of the enemy were passing 
down the west bank of White river, they Mere perceived by one 
of the inhabitants, who immediately gave notice of their ap- 
proach to Gen. Klias Stevens, who was working in a field about 
two miles distant from his house. Unyoking his oxen, he turned 
them out, and mounting his horse started up the river, lie had 
gone about a mile in the direction of his dwelling, when he was 
met by Capt. John Parkhurst, who informed him that the 
Indians were in full pursuit down the river, and counselled him 
to turn back. Fearing for the safety of his wife and children, 
yet aware of the imminent danger which threatened himself, 
Stevens changed his course, and retraced his steps, in company 
with Parkhurst. On reaching the house of Deacon Daniel Kix, 
Stevens took Mrs. Bix and two or three children with him on 
his horse; Parkhurst performed the same kind office for Mrs. 
Benton aud a number of children, and, with all the care and 
attention of which the occasion allowed, the party rode off to 
the field where Stevens, had first received the alarm, being fol- 
lowed by Deacon Kix and several other persons on foot. 

On reaching this spot, the women and children were left in 
charge of a Mr. Burroughs, while Stevens, full of concern for 
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his family, again set out for his home. lie had gone about half 
a mile when lie discerned the Indians approaching. As they 
wen* but a few rods distant, he instantly turned about, and com- 
ing up with the company he had left, entreated them to take 
to the woods immediately. Following his advice they were 
goon' concealed in the neighboring thicket, where they remained 
undiscovered by the foe. Passing down the road u half mile 
further, Stevens came in sight of the house of his father-in-law, 
Tilly Parkhurst. Here he found his sister engaged in milking, 
and entirely unconscious of the approach of the foe. Telling 
her to " leave her cow immediately or the Indians would have 
her/' he left her to secure her own retreat. By the time he had 
gained the house, the Indians were not more thau eighty or an 
hundred rods in the rear. Pear had so taken possession of the 
half-crazed inhabitants that it was impossible to persuade or 
compel them to take refuge \n the woods. Choosing the road, 
they kept it as well as their terrible fright and exhaustion would 
allow until they reached the house of Capt. E. Parkhurst in 
Sharon. Here they halted for a few moments, but their pursu- 
ers appearing in sight, they were compelled again to push for- 
ward in order to escape impending destruction. The few horses 
which the terrified inhabitants had succeeded in securing, could 
not cany but a small portion of those who had now assembled, 
and there was but little time for consultation or suggestion. 
Placing his mother and sister upon his own horse, and Mrs. Jl\x 
and her three children on another, Stevens bade them ride on 
with all possible speed, while he should follow with several 
others on foot Mrs. E. Parkhurstand her children who were left 
at the house, expected nothing but instant death from the hands 
of the enemy. On their approach, however, having taken her 
eldest son prisoner, they ordered her and her five children to 
leave the house. Obeying these commands, she fled to the 
woods and there remained in safety until the foe had left, the 
place. 

Soon after Stevens had started with those who were on foot, 
his dog coming in his way caused him to stumble, and so im- 
peded his progress that he was obliged to take to the woods to 
gave his life. The Indians pursuing with frightful yells, the 
unprotected pedestrians who had been so unfortunately de- 
prived of their protector, soon overtook them. But the enemy 
were too intent on plunder to be impeded by a great, number 
of captive women and children, and of this company Gardner 
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Kix, a boy about fourteen years old, was alone made prisoner. 
Approaching the house of Mr. Benedict, and having noticed 
him on tho opposite side of a small stream which flowed near by, 
the Indians beckoned to him to come over to them. Instead of 
seconding their wishes, he quietly stole away and secreting 
himself under a log, remained in safety till the danger had 
passed. "While in this situation, the enemy in pursuit of him 
were at one time standing on tho very log which gave him 
concealment, and he learned by their conversation that they 
were resolved to tomahawk him should they find him. After 
going down the river about forty rods further, and capturing a 
young man named Avery, they concluded to return. Coming 
to the house of Tilly Parkhurst, situated about six miles from 
the place where they entered Royalton, they fired at his son, 
Phineas, who had just returned from the east side of the river, 
whither he had been to spread the alarm. The ball entered 
his back, and passing through his body lodged in the skin in 
front. Notwithstanding the wound, being able to ride, he pur- 
sued his course towards Lebanon, New Hampshire, distant 
sixteen miles, and reached that place in safety, haviug during 
the whole journey been obliged to support the ball between his 
fingers to prevent irritation. 

The Indians win went down on the east side of the river, 
having gone as far as the house of Captain Gilbert, in Sha- 
ron, made captive his nephew, Nathaniel Gilbert, and set 
out on their return. As they retraced their steps, they fired 
every building within sight, devastated fields, destroyed cattle, 
wasted the garnered crops, and spread desolation and destruc- 
tion with unsparing hand. 

Daniel Havens — whose escape has been already mentioned — 
as soon as the savages had gone, ventured from his hiding- 
place, and coming to the house of General Stevens, gave notice 
that the Indians were " as thick as the devil," and left the 
family to their fate. A boy named Daniel Waller, who lived 
at the house, hearing that the Indians were coining, started 
immediately to bear the information to the General, but had 
proceeded a short distance only when he was met and captured 
by the foe. Mrs. Stevens, who had received the first intimation 
of their approach from the terrified Havens, had but just arisen 
from bed with her infant in her arms, when the third party 
who had gone up the river entered the house. Having 
searched the dwelling for men, but without success, they car- 
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ried the beds out of doors, and, cutting them open, threw the 
feathers in tlie air and amused themselves hy watching their 
eddying convolutions. After plundering the house, they hade 
Mrs. Stevens "be gone or they would burn." Glad of an op- 
portunity to escape, she hastened with her child to ihe adjacent 
woods, where she remained until the enemy had left the town. 
After tiring the dwelling and barn they passed up the river as 
far as Mr. Durkee's, where they took two of his sons, Adam and 
Andrew, prisoners. Attracted by a smoke, they directed their 
course towards it, and finding a young man, named Prince 
Haskell, busily engaged in clearing laud for a settlement, added 
him to the number of their captives. 

At the house of Klias Curtis they took him and Peter Mason 
prisoners, and commenced the work of plunder. "While thus 
engaged, John Kent rode up to the door, intending to get his 
horse shod, but had scarcely dismounted when he was r-cized by 
the hair of his head and pulled violently over, backwards. A 
man named Chaffee who was approaching, seeing that Kent 
had been taken, jumped from his horse, and by pursuing a 
course which enabled him to use a blacksmith's shop to cover 
his retreat, effected his escape. Jle immediately set out for the 
house of Mr. llendee, where he lived, and on reaching it gave 
notice of the on-coming danger. llendee, having directed his 
wife to take her little boy about seven years old, and her 
daughter still younger, and hasten to the house of a neighbor, 
started to go to Bethel for the purpose of giving the alarm at 
the fort. Mrs. llendee had not proceeded far when she was 
met by a party of Indians who deprived her of her son. 
Anxious for his fate she asked what they intended to do with 
hint. They told her they should "make a soldier of him," and 
then hurried him away, while the weeping mother listened to 
his cries for help, as he vainly endeavored to free himself from 
the grasp of his savage masters. Having returned to the house 
of Mr. Havens with their prisoners and plunder, they divided 
the latter between the different members of the party, and, 
having set fire to the house and barn, started for Canada, 
between two and three o'clock in the afternoon. Crossing the 
hills in Tun bridge, lying west of the first branch of "White river, 
they proceeded to Randolph, in which town they encamped on 
the banks of the second branch of White river, having gone the 
distance of ten miles. 

As the attack had been so sudden and unexpected, the 
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inhabitants had not only been unable to combine for resistance, 
but had iu many cases, through terrible fear, failed to exert the 
ordinary means of self-preservation. So many hours had now 
passed since the first appearance of the Indians, that the alarm 
had spread far ami near, and had caused the most intense agi- 
tation. As the news was borne through the villages that border 
the banks of the Connecticut, the bold father and the impetu- 
ous sou, the hired laborer and the flourishing farmer, all who 
could be spared with safety, left their firesides and homes with- 
out further warning, and marched directly to the scene of 
plunder and devastation. By evening several hundreds of 
resolute men had collected at the place where the attack wn» 
fust commenced, ready to adopt such measures as the emergency 
demanded. 

Here a company was organized, and Col. John House, of 
Hanover, New Hampshire, who had served several campaigns 
in the continental army, was chosen commander. In the dark 
n ess of midnight, through a waste wilderness, " guided by a few 
marked trees amidst the logs, rocks, and hills, with which the 
country a1>ounded," this undisciplined corps began their march 
in quest of the savage army. Continuing their pursuit with 
ardor, they reached the spot where the lsist hotises had been 
destroyed, and, becoming aware that they were approaching the 
enemy, proceeded with more caution. The Indians had placed 
their sentries nearly half a mile in the rear of their encamp- 
ment, at a spot situated a few rods from the river. Near this 
spot was a small bill, and by the side of the adjacent path stood 
a number of large trees behind which were posted the Indian 
guards. A large log -was the only bridge provided for crossing 
the river, and this served for foot-passengers only. Some of 
House's men were mounted, others were on foot, and their pre- 
carious situation at the river rendered it necessary for them to 
observe the utmost circumspection. The front guard passed 
the lo«r and the Indian sentries in safetv. About one third of 
the main body had crossed the stream, and the van had arrived 
within a few yards of the enemy's guards, when they were fired 
on from behind the trees and one man was wounded.* 

• The person wounded on tbU occasion wa* Charles Tilden. I to u resi- 
dent of Dresden, a ecrlnin district in New Hampshire, l>clonf;iti(? to Dartmouth 
Ci>llrjr<\ whieh wn* then known hv thi« iintne. Among the Mi>S. in tin- office of 
the Secretory of the state of Vermont i« u petition for a |>cn*ioti. nigned by 
Charles Tildcn, daU»d January :;uth, 1782, in which it u stated, "that on the 
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The fire was returned by the Americana. One of the Indians 
was killed and two wero wounded. The sentries then left their 
ambush and ran off to the Indian camp, while House's men 
advanced a little further and then formed themselves within 
three hundred yards of the enemy's rendezvous and awaited the 
approach of day. "Great consternation," observes Williams, 
" now prevailed among the savages. Much fatigued, and in a 
profound slumber after one of their ravenous suppers, the alarm 
tilled them with fear and confusion." But they were not de- 
ficient in stratagem, nor destitute of policy. Taking one vf their 
prisoners named Kneelantl, an aged man, they sent him to tin- 
Americans, with tho information that the Indians would 
instantly put all the captives to death, should an attack be 
made. To Giles Gibbs and Joseph Kneeland the rage of tin? 
savages had already proved fatal. The former, expecting that 
his friends would relieve him and his companions, had refused 
to inarch. He was afterwards found with a tomahawk buried 
deep in his head. The latter was killed and scalped to avenge 
the death of the Indian who had been shot by the Americans. 
As soon as the old man, Kneeland, had been sent to the camp 
of the pursuers, the Indians renewed their flight with the 
utmost expedition, leaving at their encampment, a large 
quantity of the plunder, and nearly all the horses they had 
taken. Having placed their best warriors in the rear to cover 
their retreat, they crossed White river, early on the morning 
of the 17th, proceeded up the west, bank, and having made 
prisoner of Zadock Steele, who resided in the north part of 
Randolph, passed through the west part of Brooktield, and on 
reaching Berlin encamped on Dog river, not many miles 
from the place where the capital of the state is now located. 
To secure the captives more effectually at night, a rope was 
passed around their bodies as they lay upon the ground, and 
between each of them and upon the rope was placed an Indian. 
By this device no two of the prisoners were allowed to lie toge- 
ther, and attempt at escape was rendered useless. 

nlarm when Royal ton wa* destroyed in October, 1760, he served as a sergeant in 
the company of militia under the command of Copt. Sam. Met 'lure, in pursuit of 
the enemy, and being detached with a reconnoitering party fell in with, and was 
fired on by the enemy'* guard, by which he was wounded, by receiving a 
poisoned ball through his arm. by which he was rendered unable to do any kind 
of business for two month* ; that he was the only person wounded in the party 
who pursued the enemy on this oecnsion," Ac. 
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Continuing their course down Dog river, the party struck 
Onion river, along which they passed until they reached Lake 
Champlain on the 20th. Here the Indians found tho batteaux 
in which they had come on their march to Royalton. Em- 
barking in these, they with' their captives commenced their 
journey down the Lake, and alter stopping at Grand Isle and 
the Isle aux Noix, readied St. John's on the 22d, having been 
nearly seven days on the route. On the following day the 
captives were taken to Caughnawaga, where many of them 
were temporarily adopted by the Indian families resident at 
that place. After remaining in this condition for a few weeks, 
they were taken to Montreal in the latter, part of November, 
and were there sold to the British as prisoners of war " for a 
half Joe'' each. Of the twenty-five who were carried away, 
one, Adam Durkee, died while in captivity. Twenty-three 
were exchanged or redeemed, and returned to their friends 
during the ensuing summer. The remaining prisoner, Zadock 
Steele, after enduring a long confinement and being subjected 
to many hardships, finally effected his escape, and reached the 
home of his parents in Ellington, Connecticut, on the 17th 
of October, 1782, just two years from the day on which he was 
taken by the Indians at Randolph. 

After receiving the message from the Indians in which they 
declared that they would destroy their captives should an 
attack be attempted ; House and his men determined to abide 
where they were until morning. It was then discovered that 
the enemy had left their encampment. Notwithstanding this 
discovery, the company marched about five miles further to 
Brookfield. Finding ull things quiet at this place, and judging 
that pursuit would be useless, they retraced their steps and 
returned to their homes. In commenting upon the conduct of 
House and his men, Williams observes, they " lost the opportu- 
nity of attacking the enemy to advantage, by their caution and 
delay." In his account of the " Burning of Royalton," Steele 
remarks of House, " had he possessed courage and skill ade- 
quate to the duties of his station, he might have defeated the 
enemy, it is thought, without the least difficulty, and made 
them all prisoners." To one acquainted with the facts as they 
have been transmitted by those who have written on the 
subject, these conclusions appear to be far from just. Con- 
versant with the Indian character; aware, that to a savage the 
name of foe is a warrant for any deed of cruelty ; satisfied that 
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in the present instance, nothing would be spared by the enemy 
to prevent a defeat in ease an attaek should be made: and 
unwilling that the captives should he sacrificed through .any 
vain desire of his own for a victory, which to say the least, he 
was not sure of gaining, House refused to lead his men in a 
content, whose result would have been the certain murder of 
twenty-five persons, and, without doubt, tlie slaughter of many 
of his own men. "We are told that 

"The better part of valor is— discretion." 

Judged by this maxim, Col. Honse at once assumes the 
character of the prudent soldier. Viewed in the light of a 
noble humanity*, his conduct appears in the highest degree 
praiseworthy and magnanimous. 

Upon a review of the losses of the day, it was found that the 
Indians had burned one house in Tunbridge, two houses in 
Sharon, twenty-one in Iioyalton, several ill Randolph, and six- 
teen new barns variously located, which were tilled with hay 
and grain ; that they had slaughtered about one hundred and 
fifty head of neat cattle, and all the sheep and swine they could 
find ; and had destroyed all the household furniture which they 
could not take with them. As on other occasions, so now, 
their attachment to devastation and plunder was unabated. 
The packs with which they laded their captives on their retreat 
from Royalton, were filled with plunder of every kind. Axes, 
hoes, pots, kettles, shovels, tongs, sickles, scythes, and chains 
were mingled in almost inextricable confusion ; and the backs 
of many of the party supported old side-saddles, bed-ticks, 
warming-pans, plates, looking-glasses, frying-pans, spiders, and 
many farming implements — as well as household utensils. In 
their conduct, the Indians in this inroad displayed less of the 
savage character than is usual on such occasions. As a general 
rule they were eager to take as captives the young men and 
those who were in middle life ; but they did not seem desirous 
either to carry off the women or female children, or to commit 
violence, except in extraordinary cases. After they had 
burned the house of John Hutchinson, they evinced a kind of 
savage satire, by giving his wife a hatchet and a flint, together 
with a quarter of mutton, and bidding her "go and cook for 
her men." On reaching the dwelling of Elias Curtis, they 
broke into his wife's apartment, and having discovered Mrs. 
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Curtis who had just arisen, for it was yet early morning, one 
of the Indians seized her by the throat, and brandishing a large 
knife was apparently intending to destroy her, when his atten- 
tion was arrested by a string of gold beads which she wore 
al>out her neck. More avaricious than cruel, his knife de- 
scended only to part the string on which they were collected, 
and Mrs. Curtis, although no Romanist, was actually 6aved by 
her beads. 

During the destruction of Royalton, two women who had been 
aroused from sleep by the appearance of a number of the Indians, 
who entered their dwelling in tho grey of morning, were so 
much terrified at the sight, that losing for a time their self-com- 
mand, they went out of doors, clad only in their night garments, 
and stood motionless by the side of their dwellings until the In- 
dians brought them their clothing. Aroused from their stupor 
of fear by this act of kindness, they put on their apparel, and, 
taking two or three small children and a young woman with 
them, fled to the woods. One woman residing in the western 
part of the same town, was sufficiently courageous to reproach 
the savages for their conduct in distressing females and children, 
and in a taunting maimer, told them, that " if they had the 
spirits and souls of men," they would cross White river, and 
attack the fort at Bethel. They bore her remarks with patience, 
their only reply being, " S«piaw should not say too much." 
After plundering one of the houses, the Indians had carried the 
pillage and piled it in a heap before the door. As they stood 
around it, selecting such articles as they liked best, a woman 
chanced to espy her gown amid the mass, and forthwith took 
it. I'pon this an Indian, who claimed her as his captive, club- 
bed his gun and knocked her down. Recovering from the 
effects of the blow, she waited till her master had earned the 
gown to another heap, and had become engaged in adding to 
tho plunder already collected. She then approached the pile 
which was surrounded by the savage crowd, and seizing her 
gown the second time, succeeded in bearing it away, holding 
at the samo time, one child in her arms, and leading another 
bv the hand. 

Rut the exploits of Mrs. ITendee mark her as the heroine of 
the occasion. After the attack had been made upon her hus- 
band's house, she, by his advice, started for a neighboring 
dwelling with her little boy and girl. While on the road she 
was met by a party of Indians who took her son, but left her 
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daughter with her. Possessing "uncommon resolution, and 
great presence of mind," she determined to rose no lior son from 
tlie hands of captors. Taking her little girl by the hand, 
she proceeded down the river on foot, until she discovered a 
large body of Indians stationed on the opposite shore. Wishing 
to tind the officer in command, she set out to cross the river, 
and was preparing to ford the stream, when she was met by an 
Indian who by signs asked her whither she was going. Having 
made known to him her intentions, he in a fit of good humor 
or gallantry, or perhaps both, offered to take her over on his 
back. She refused his proposal, but allowed him to carry her 
child. The little girl protested against this proceeding, declar- 
ing that " she didn't want to ride the old Indian," but becoming 
reconciled to her stood, the three entered the water. They 
had gone nearly half across the stream, when the current be- 
coming more rapid, the polite Indian in order to reassure Mrs. 
Hendoo, patted her on the shoulder, and signified to her his 
readiness to assist her to the other side when he hail taken her 
child over, provided she would wait upon a rock near by, 
whose surface was above the water. This time she did not 
reject his offer. Clambering up on the rock, she there remain- 
ed until lie returned. True to his word he then took her pick- 
back, and earn ing her to the other side, landed her as he had 
her daughter, in safety. 

Hastening to Horton, she implored him to restore her child. 
She was informed that he would not be hurt, but with others 
would be trained as a soldier. Ill satisfied with this reply, she 
continued her pious importunity, until the British lieutenant 
assured her that he would release him. On the arrival of the, 
company in whoso charge the boy had been placed, Horton pre- 
vailed on the Indians to give him up to his mother. Having been 
successful in this undertaking, she endeavored to procure the 
release of some of her neighbors' children. At this juncture, 
she was compelled by the cruel threats and actions of one of 
the savage party, again to relinquish her son. A second time 
did she appeal to Horton for aid, and again succeeded in libe- 
rating her offspring. She now set out on her return, having in 
her charge her own little girl, and eight 1m>vs, whose freedom 
she had obtained. On reaching the stream, Mrs. Hendoo car- 
ried two of the children across it on her back, one at a time, as 
she a little while before had boon borne by the Indian. The 
rest forded the river together, their arms being placed around 
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each other's necks, that they might the hetter withstand the 
force of the current. She was welcomed witli great joy on her 
return, and for many years after lived to receive the oft-repeated 
thanks of those whose children she had been the instrument of 
releasing from a captivity whose terrors were akin to the terrors 
of death. 

During the succeeding winter, the sufferers by this sad cala- 
mity, found a shelter in the homes of their more fortunate 
neighbors and friends, and experienced a sympathy which was 
peculiarly grateful to them, when compared with the treatment 
they had received from the savage foe.* 

Warned by the destruction of Royalton, the inhabitants of 
Cumberland county assembled in their respective towns to 
take measures for the promotion of the common safety, and the 
more effectual protection of the settlements. The result of 
these meetings was an understanding that every able-bodied 
man should hold himself in readiness at a minute's warning, 
both for particular and general defence. In the midst of these 
proceedings the community were alarmed by reports of the 
presence of hostile bands of Indians within the state. An 
excellent opportunity was now afforded for the exercise of that 
activity which had been declared essential to the safety of life 
and property. Not confined to the locality at which it began, 
the alarm pervaded the southern part of the county, and was 
the most extensive panic experienced in Vermont during the war. 

The last day of October was glorious in autumnal beauties, 
and the bright sun, as lie pursued his way through the cloudless 
heavens, glanced at the dying leaves of the ended summer, 
and tinged their changing forms with the hues of the rainbow.f 
Favored by the weather, a party of gentlemen were engaged in 

* In a little work entitled "The Indian Captive; or a Narrative of the Cap- 
tivity and Sufferings of Zadock Steele," printed at Montpclier, in 1818, the hard- 
ships of one of the prisoners taken at the burning of Royalton, during a con- 
finement of two vean», are de»cril>ed by himself in a quaint and entertaining 
manner. From " An Account of the Burning of Royalton* prefixed to this 
" Xurrative," many or the faeU stated in the text, have been taken. Frequent 
reference hns also been ImJ to William*'.* Hwt. Vt , Ed. -id, ii. 235-242. 

f Thoinpton w«v>s in one account, that this alarm occurred " a few <lnys nftor 
the burning of Itoyalton;" in another, "on the 25th of November," mid in a 
third, "on the eve of the last day of October," and iu a note calls nltention to 
n ilhH-repiiiioy in the date". The dute in the test reM* on the authority of On- 
researches of the He v. Kphraini It. Newton, <-nibt<<lie<l in hie MS. '• llintury of the 
Town of Marll)orou<_'h ." 
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surveying the lands which border the margin of Grassy Brook, 
in the town of Brookline. While thus occupied, they were seen 
by some sportemeu who were hunting on Putney ,k West Hill." 
One of the latter, named Reed, who had often boasted of his 
ability to imitate the Indian war-whoop, took this occasion to 
display his peculiar vocal powers, and substantiated his vaunt 
by giving and repeating again and again the shriek of the 
savage, with an accuracy terrible as reality. Startled by the 
fearful sound, the surveyors collected their instruments, and 
made a precipitate retreat, announcing the approach of the 
Indians to all whom they met. Two men who were cutting 
wood in a remote part of the town of Athens, heard the shrill 
cries, and, imagining them to be the yells of Indians, quitted 
their work, and with true benevolence spread the alarm in all 
directions. The dread of the savage foe and the recollection 
of the fearful scenes which had been so lately witnessed gave 
rise to the most awful apprehensions. The idea of awaiting the 
appearance of the enemy was not for a moment entertained. 
To prepare for defence was deemed useless. Flight presented 
the only means of safety, and this means was instantly adopted 
by all who received the terrible tidings. The cattle were left 
in the stalls, dwellings were deserted, and the last look was 
taken at homes which, it was supposed, were never again to be 
recognised save in the ashes of their ruin. Women with their 
infant childreu mounted the few horses that were to be had, and 
rode off with desperate speed, leaving those who were more hardy 
to follow on foot. So frightful was the panic, that in some 
instances teams were left harnessed in the fields, ovens which 
were being heated were allowed to grow cool at leisure, and 
victuals which were being cooked were permitted to take their 
chances at the blazing hearthstones.* As the terrified inhabit- 
ants hastened their perilous flight, dangers seemed to thicken 
around them, and " to their bewildered imaginations every 
noise became the yell of the savage, and every rock and every 
tree of the forest a lurking place for the cruel foe.*' 

During the pleasant day the " industrious inhabitants " of 
Newfane had been busily engaged in clearing land, and collecting 
in idles the brushwood and old lo<^, to be burned. As evenimr 
came on, lowering clouds began to gather, and soon the snow 

• "Jonathan Perham an.l family decani jed in such hnxtc thnt thov left their 
oven heating and their oxen tied to a Iree." Thomson'* Vt, Part I1L p. <;. 
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commenced falling. The opportunity was favorable for com- 
pleting the day's work successfully. Tlie huge heaps were fired, 
and the diligent farmers heard with satisfaction the crackling of 
the dry boughs, and watched with pleasure the brilliant masses 
of light which flamed upward amid the thick black smoke. 
The fugitives from the supposed enemy, as they turned for a mo- 
ment in their distressing flight, and gazed at the 6trange fires, 
which, seen through the falling snow, glared with unnatural and 
baleful splendor, were now convinced that the Indianshad pillaged 
the deserted dwellings, and wrapped them in one common con- 
flagration. The report was spread through the neighboring 
towns that " every log house in the pleasant vales and upon the 
heights of Newfane" and Athens had been destroyed, and the 
fearful question followed as to where the next blow would fall. 
In the more distant towns watches were set, dwellings were 
guarded, firelocks were loaded, ammunition was prepared, and 
means of escape were provided in case defence should fail. 
Sleep was a stranger to every eye, and the whole night was spent 
in expectation of the approach of the merciless foe. 

Tho alarm having reached Dummerston, Captain Myrick sent' 
a letter by express to Colonel Sargeants of Brattleborough, with 
the information that the enemy had reached Newfane. The 
energetic Colonel gave immediate notice to Mr. Stock well, who 
resided in the eastern part of Marlborough, to call out the town 
militia for the purpose of repulsing the Tories and Indians. On 
the 1st of November, general orders were issued for the soldiers 
to rendezvous, and for the families to avoid the enemy as best 
they could. Companies from Westminster, Brattleborough, and 
Marlborough, were soon en route for the place whence the alarm 
had proceeded. The snow which had fallen during the night 
now lay deep upon the ground, and the trees were so heavily 
laden as to bend in every direction. Having gone three miles 
on the road to Newfane, the soldiers became satisfied that 
neither Tories nor Indians could so far surmount the obstruc- 
tions whicli nature was so bountifully providing, as to extend 
their ravages, and forthwith returned home. Meanwhile com- 
panies from Halifax and from Colrain in Massachusetts, had 
assembled at Brattleborough, but, owing to the disbelief which 
began now to prevail in regard to the presence of the enemy, 
they proceeded no further. Others who had set out from points 
nearer to the supposed scene of terror, marched into a deserted 
town, and entered forsaken but unharmed houses, having found 
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nothing to hinder tht'ir advance have the deepening snow* of a 
Yennoiit winter. 

The alarm reached Marlborough in the afternoon of the day 
on which it began. Notwithstanding the severity of the storm, 
women and children left their houses, assembled near the centre 
of the town, and commenced their march south, headed by their 
pastor, the Rev. Gershotn C. Lyman and his friend Col. Zadock 
Granger. Their progress was slow, and after advancing a few 
miles I hey were obliged to stop and obtain shelter for the night. 
Those from Athens who had tied east had received accessions 
to their number in their journey, and on reaching l'utney, their 
party amounted to between two hundred and three hundred. 
Some of the sick and infirm had been brought a short distance, 
but the desire of personal safety had mastered the virtue of 
self-sacrifice, and they had been left at places which afforded 
shelter, and where they tnijiht, it was hoped, eseape the uotiee of 
the foe. Having reached Westmoreland on the east bank of the 
Connecticut, the wearied and terror-stricken fugitives halted. 
On their way thither, they had paused for a moment at the 
dwelling of Noah Sabin Sen., in l'utney, and had found him 
quietly engaged in his accustomed avocations. To him they re- 
lated their tale of terror, but he discredited the story which they 
told and refused to be frightened by what he deemed improbable. 
Ever since the time when, as judge by the authority of the King, 
Mr. Sabin at the fatal occurrence of the "Westminster Mas- 
sacre," had refused to act any other part than that which became 
a loyal subject of Great Britain, he had been considered an 
avowed adherent to the New York jurisdiction, and had been 
regarded by many as a supporter of the royal cause. His digni- 
fied calmness on an occasion like this, when fear gave wings to 
flight, aroused the suspicions of the fugitives. He was forthwith 
denounced as a friend of the national enemy, and the belief 
prevailed that a secret understanding existed between him and 
the Indians. Many were the curses which were heaped uj>on 
him as the angry multitude pressed onward to escape the dreaded 
foe and the man whom thev now deemed no better than a Torv. 

When the intelligence of the following day had dissipated 
their terrors, preparations were made for a return, but the snow 
of the night previous had blocked up the roads, which at the 
best were but poor, and had rendered them almost impassable. 
Overcome with toil and exposure, many of the sufferers were 
invited to enter the hospitable mansion of him who a few 
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hours before had been the object of their bitterest invective and 
abuse. Here they were furnished with food and clothing, and 
in other ways received such assistance as their necessities re- 
quired. The effect of this kind treatment was to remove from 
the minds of all every idea of treachery on the part of Judge 
Sabin, and, though ho might still favor tlie jurisdiction of Xew 
York upon the " Grants," he was never again accused of up- 
holding the cause of Great Britain. The " brave soldiery " of 
Marlborough, when the alarm was proved groundless, " with 
undaunted courage pursued their wives and children," as the 
reverend chronicler, Mr. Xewton, quaintly observes, " and 
bringing them in triumph as the fairest achievements and no- 
blest trophies of victory, took possession of their dwellings, and 
exchanged the pursuits of war for the sweet enjoyments of do- 
mestic peace."* 

• Thompson's Vt Port II. pp. 70, 71 : Part in. pp. «, 111, MS. Hist. Martbo 
rough. 



CHAPTER XV. 

ENEMIES WITHIN AND WITHOUT. 

Attempts to unite in one District the territory in New Hampshire and Vermont 
bordering the Connecticut — Convention at Charleatown— Eastern and Western 
I'nions — Cumberland and Bennington Counties divided — Boundaries of Wind- 
ham, Windsor and Orange Counties — The County of Washington — (Jen. Jarob 
Bailey — CoL Thomss Johnson — Johnson taken at Peocham — Sufferings of 
Jonathan Elkdns — Treatment of Johnson — Alarm at Newbury — Elections in 
Windham County— Dissatisfaction of the Patriots of Rockingham with the Offi- 
cers elected— Their Petition— Remonstrance from Dummerston— Law ngaiust 
Defamation — Alarm at Bethel — The "llazeu Road M — The Canada Negotiations 
— Popular Surmises — Opinions delivered in Conversations — <iov. Clinton write* 
for information — Seth Smith indicted for Treason — Citiaens of Guilford uddr<-*H 
Gov. Clinton — The " Representation" of the New York Party— Proceedings in 
Congress, and in the New York Legislature — Smith discharged from his Indict- 
ment — Attempts to effect a settlement of Difficulties — Remonstrance from three 
of the southern Towns in Windham County to the New York Legislature- 
Convention of the same Towns— Vermont Militia Law— The Republic of Guil- 
ford— The Constancy of its Citizen* to the interests of New York— William 
Shattuck— The Triumph of the Yorkers. 

Failing in their efforts to obtain assistance either at home or 
on the floor of Congress in resisting the demands of Vermont, 
the inhabitants of Cumberland countv who owed allegiance to 
New York were now ready to adopt other measures for ensuring 
their personal and political safety. Iiy a resolution of Congress 
passed on the 27th of September, 1 TSO, the further consideration 
of the question respecting the jurisdiction of the New Hamp- 
shire Grants had been postponed ; and the prospect of a settle- 
ment seemed, after the discussions of many months, to be no 
nearer than at the ontset. At this juncture a majority of the 
inhabitants of the towns in the western portion of New Hamp- 
shire, expressed a wish to be received into union with Vermont. 
A proposition for the establishment of a jurisdiction of another 
character, was at the same time promulged hy the Xew York 
adherents residing in Cumberland and Gloucester counties, and 
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a convention of town committees from the former county was 
called on the .'{1st of October. On this occasion Luke Knowltoii, 
Ililkiah (Jrout, Oliver Lovell, Col. John Sargcants, MicahTown- 
send, Maj. Jonathan Hunt, Simon Stevens, Charles Phelps, Ben- 
jamin Henry, James Clay, Maj. Klkanah Day, Thomas Cutler 
and Jiar/illai Rice, were appointed a committee to take into consi- 
deration the feasibility of a new government, and to meet such 
persons as should be authorized to consult upon the same question 
by a convention or committee of the people of Gloucester county 
on the west, and Grafton county on the east side of Connecticut 
river. The design of Cumberland county in these proceedings, 
was "to devise and carry into execution such measures" as 
should be deemed best calculated u to unite in one political body 
all the inhabitants from Mason's grant on the east to the height 
of land on the west side the said river." The idea thus brought 
forward of establishing the western line of a new district at the 
ridge of the Green Mountains, manifested clearly the unwilling- 
ness of the New York adherents to acknowledge the jurisdiction 
of Vermont, provided they could ensure their own safety in any 
other way.* 

Delegations from three counties having by previous agree- 
ment met on the 8th of November, at Oharlestown, New 
Hampshire, measures were taken to learn the sentiments of the 
inhabitants residing in the towns included in the district which 
it was propped to establish. Until the result of this inquiry 
should be declared, ultimate action was postponed. Desirous 
of engaging in the union, the towns in the county of Cheshire, 
New Hampshire, sent delegates to a meeting which was held at 
Walpole, on the 13th of November. On this occasion a commit- 
tee of five were appointed to confer with gentlemen from any of 
the towns on the "Grants" on the subject of establishing the 
jurisdiction of that district. The result was a general meeting 
of representatives from the counties of Cumberland. Gloucester, 
Cheshire ami Grafton. The project of a union of the towns 
bordering the Connecticut, in Vermont and New Hampshire, 
was freely discussed, and various arguments were alleged in 
snpjMirt of the right to establish the territory designated, as a 
separate and independent, state. That time might, be given for 
reflection, and that the people— the source of power — might be 
consulted before any decisive step should be taken, letters were 

• Slink's Vt. SUt* Pop<'in. |i|>. 1?:!, lit. JourimU of Am. Congrew, Sq.t. 
I»th-_'7th, 1780. l'iojfry itv*. 

20* 
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sent from this meeting of the counties, inviting the attendance 
of representatives from all the towns interested, at a convention 
to 1>e held at Charle>town on the third Tuesday of January, 17*1.* 
On organizing the convention wliieli assemhled in pursuance 
of tin's call, it was found that there were present, representatives 
from forty-throe towns. The primary object of the assembly 
was declared to be, the formation of a union of the whole of the 
"Grants," consolidated upon such principles as the majority 
should think best. A committee of twelve from the counties of 
Cumberland, Gloucester, Grafton and Cheshire were appointed 
to confer with the General Assembly of Vermont at their next ses- 
sion on the subject of this union, and a declaration of the views 
of the convention in regard to the propriety and legality of the 
proposed measures, M as at the same time drawn up and publish- 
ed. The proceedings of the convention were not, however, unani- 
mous, the members from eight New Hampshire towns entering 
their protest against them. J hiring the two following months, 
extraordinary efforts were made to effect the consolidation, and 
on the iith of April, thirty -five representatives, from as many 
towns in the western part, of New Hampshire, took their seats in 
the General Assembly of the state of Vermont. In addition to 
the terms .agreed to by the New Hampshire towns and the state 
of Vermont in view of this union, it was settled in regard to 
the towns in Cumberland and Gloucester comities which should 
join in the consolidation, that a general and full act of oblivion 
should be passed by the Legislature of Vermont in behalf of 
those persons who, on the 1st of October, 17S0. although residing 
in Vermont were avow ed subjects of New York ; that all judg- 
ments against them for fines and forfeitures on account of their 
opposition to the authority of Vermont should be annulled ; that 
no judgments should be hereafter rendered against them for any 
state offences committed before the time above specified; and 
that no civil suits should be hereafter maintained against them 
for trespasses perpetrated previous to the time aforesaid. The 
representation from Cumberland and Gloucester counties in the 
Vermont Legislature was not increased in consequence of the 
consolidation. The only immediate effect of the proceeding, in 
Eastern Vermont, was to beget a more kindly feeling towards 
the self-created state, in the minds of those who were almost 
ready to refuse any longer to yield allegiance to New York. 

• Slfldc's Vt State Papers, pp. 126, 127. 



Digitized by Google 



1781.] 



THE " UNI0N8." 



403 



Soon after the completion of the Eastern Union, as it was 
called, some of the inhabitants residing in that part of New 
York situated north of a line drawn west as far as Hudson river, 
in continuation of the northern boundary of Massachusetts, and 
between Hudson river and the western boundary* of Vermont, 
who had asked to be admitted within the limits of Vermont, 
received an answer favorable to their petition. On the 10th of 
June representatives from ten towns took their places in the 
Assembly of Vermont, and the "Western Union Mas declared a 
constituent portion of the state. During the few months that 
these Unions were considered as a part of Vermont, they were a 
source of continual trouble and expense. Ilappy was the hour, 
when on the 23d of February, 1782, the unfortunate connections 
were dissolved, and the revolted districts were left free to return 
to their right and natural jurisdictions.* 

Another important act of the February session, was the sub- 
division of the counties of Cumberland and Bennington. Since 
March, 1778, the former on the east and the latter on the west 
side of the Green Mountains, had comprised within their com- 
bined limits the whole state. On the 16th of February, Cumber- 
land was divided into three counties. To Windham county on 
the south were assigned limits which, with the exception of 
a few changes on the western line, are the same as at present. 
A similar qualification being mado in respect to the western lino 
of Windsor county, the same statement may be made with 
regard to its limits as then constituted, and as now preserved. 
Orange county comprised all the land lying between the north 
line of Windsor county and the forty-fifth parallel of north lati- 
tude*, and extended from Connecticut river on the east to a lino 
commencing at a point near Lake Memphrnmagog, fifty miles 
from the centre of the " deepest channel " of Lake Champlain ; 
and running thence south to the north-east comer of the town of 
Worcester ; thence south on the east lines of the town of Worces- 
ter, Middlesex, and Berlin, to the south-east corner of the latter 
town; thence on a straight line to. the north-west corner of Tun- 
bridge ; thence on the west line of Tnnbridge to the south-west cor- 
ner of that town, at which place it struck the north boundary of 
W i ndsor county. To attempt to describe accurately the alterations 
which were continually made in the county lines which stretched 

• Sliulc's Yt State Paper*, pp. l'»s- 1 II, |.;-... I'^ur* ivl.ttiiijr t.. Vi. <<,ntiu 
Toroy, in office Sec. i>t»te N.Y., p 8fi. 
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through the length of tin? state, now on llie western, anon on 
the eastern slope of the Green Mountains, and sometimes on its 
very ridge, won hi be to undertake a task as difficult as it would 
prove practically useless. As has Wen already remarked, the 
more mountainous portions of the state were for years unsettled, 
and for this reason a description of them would add no value to an 
historical narration. On account of the addition of the Kastern 
Union, Orange and Windsor counties were temporarily enlarged. 
P»y an act of ihe General Assemhly, passed in April, 17>1, all the 
lands within Vermont on the east side of Connecticut river, " Ivincr 
and being opposite the county of Orange,*' were annexed to 
that county. With the county of Windsor was incorporated 
the new territory on the opposite side of the river, south of that 
which had heen added to ( ) range county, and north of the north 
lines of the towns ot Claremout, Newport, Unity and Wendall. 
The remaining district, situated to the south of these towns, was 
erected into a county hy the name of Washington. When in 
the beginning of the next year the Eastern Union was dissolved, 
the counties resumed the limits which had heen assigned them 
previous to the consolidation.* 

During the whole of the war of the revolution, Vermont, 
especially the eastern section, was hut rarely subjected to 
extended or disastrous incursions of the English or their Cana- 
dian allies. Very often, however, scouting parties would 
enter houses under cover of night, either for the purpose of 
plunder, or of taking some American whose strenuous opposition 
to the King of Great Britain had marked him as a dangerous per- 
son. Among those who had long heen noted as zealous patriots, 
(■Jen. Jacob Bay ley and Col. Thomas Johnson of Newbury were 
preeminent. The former not only possessed great influence wilh 
his own countrymen, but was regarded by the neighboring 
Indians as a father. Serving as uuarter-master-gcncral for the 
troops stationed at and about Newbury, he never tailed to 
engage in any honorable enterprise which might serve to 
advance the interests of the common cause. A large reward 
was offered by the British for his person. Many were the plans 

• Journal* General Amwmbly. Vt. Slavic'* Vt. State Paper*, p. 427. On the l!>tli 
..f February, 17*1, l>y an net of the < I.-ihth) .U-enibly.Wiinlhain county won divi.lcl 
into liu)f-«liitv*. culU'.l respectively Westminster nnd Marlborough, an-I the court* 
were hehl alternately in the shire-town* of the same name. Windsor county was 
constitute] a shire by itself, auJ the town of Wiml.-or was the shire-town In 
Orange county, the ehire-town* of The* fori, mul Norwich wore sitiititcil within the 
Itnlfahirva of the same name. 
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arranged for his capture, and equally numerous were the fail- 
ures of the attempts made to take him. Col. Johnson was alio a 
man whose influence upon the circle in which he moved, was 
such as to excite the fears of the enemy. By order of Gen. 
Lincoln, he, at the head of a volunteer company, had in Septem- 
ber, 1777, proceeded towards Ticondcroga for the purpose of 
diverting the attention of the enemy, while Colonel Brown was 
engaged in releasing the American prisoners at Lake George. 
Not only did he succeed in this undertaking, but in connection 
with others, assisted in recovering many important stations on 
Lake Champlain, in liberating more than one hundred Ameri- 
cans, and in capturing two hundred and ninety-three of the 
enemy. Of these prisoners, a hundred had been placed in his 
charge. Instead of securing them near the Lake, ho had 
marched them back into the country where they would not 
be liable to be retaken, and where provisions could be more 
readily obtained. By this and other acts Col. Johnson had 
greatly troubled the British, who now eagerly sought for an 
opportunity to make him their prisoner. He succeeded, how- 
ever, in eluding their vigilance until the spring of 1781, when 
he was taken in the following manner. 

Having contracted to erect a grist-mill in the town of Pea- 
cham, situated fifteen miles northwest of Newbury, Col. Johnson 
set out from the hatter place on the 5th of March, 1781, taking 
with him two mill-stones. Owing to the lameness of his oxen, 
and a temporary illness with which he Mas affected, he was 
occupied three days in performing the journey. On reaching 
1 'enchant he stopped at the house of Deacon Jonathan Klkins. 
Being awakened on the morning of the 8th, between twelve and 
one o'clock, he arose and found the house surrounded by a 
party of the British, consisting of eleven men including Capt. 
Pritchard the commander. His first impulse was to draw on 
his stockings, clear the window, and run. But, before he could 
accomplish this object, the muzzles of two guns were brought 
in unpleasant proximity to his person, and he was claimed by 
two men as their prisoner. Surrendering himself as such, and 
having promised to give his captors no trouble, he was permit- 
ted to accompany them without being hound. Jonathan and 
Moses Klkins. sons ot' the Deacon, and Jacob Page were also 
made captives, but by the intercession of Johnson, who dis- 
covered among the British two "old acquaintances." Moses, who 
was feeble in body, was permitted to return after he had pro- 
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cecded about eight miles. Taking in their course Lamoille 
river, Grand Isle, Point au Fer, and L* isle an Noix. the party 
readied St. John's on the 13th, after a journey of six days. 
Page wa* immediately tent on to Montreal, hut of his afterlife, 
if he was permitted to live, nothing is known. 

Jonathan, then a youth, known afterwards as Col. Elkins. was 
imprisoned at Quebec, and after enduring tor eight months the 
most grievous privations, was sent to England with one hundred 
and titty others. During the voyage the prisoners were distri- 
buted throughout the lleet with which they sailed, and were 
obliged to do duty. On arriving at Plymouth. Elkins and his 
fellow-sufferers were confined in the old Mill prison, and there 
remained from the !»th of February, 17Sl>, until the i>4tli of 
June following. During this period they were allowed only two- 
thirds the rations of common soldiers, and most of them were 
miserably clad. Having been informed of their condition. Dr. 
Franklin, who was then the American minister at France, sent 
to each prisoner, one shilling sterling per week, which gift was 
of great service iti relieving the misery of their condition.* 
Kcfcrring to this noble act, and the good results which followed 
it, Col. Elkins wrote: — "Then' were among us forty captains 
of vessels, and many others who had some learning; and when 
we got our shilling a week from Dr. Franklin, it was proposed 
that we, who had no learning, should pay four coppers a week 
for schooling, ami soon many schools were opened. Among the 
rest, I procured paper, pen and ink. and a slate, and paid my 
four coppers a week for tuition, l.y this means, many who 
could neither read nor write got so much learning, that they 
were capable of transacting business for themselves, and a num- 
ber of us learned the mariner's art, mi as to be capable of navi- 
gating a ship.*' This confinement having been brought to an 
end by an exchange of the American prisoners for the captured 
troops of Cornwallis, one thousand seven hundred and thirty- 
three of the former were put on board a cartel and sent back to 
the United States. Among this number was young Elkins, who 
afterwards returned to his home in Peacham. 

The treatment which Johnson received during his captivity, 
was far different from that experienced by his unfortunate friend, 
Elkins. Jle was regarded by the British as a man who might 

• This circumstance is mentioned in ttu* " Memoire of Andrew Sherburne" in 
connection with »n account of the old Mill prison, j»p. 78-90. 
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be of prosit service to them, provided he could he induced to re- 
nounce his allegiance to the United States. For the purpose 
of leading him to take this step, he was allowed many privi- 
leges not often granted to prisoners, and was treated with great 
urbanity and kindness. "While at St. John's, he was allowed a 
camp parole, and -was permitted to live with Capt. Sherwood, a 
gentleman noted for the humanity which he uniformly disphiy- 
ed towards those whom the fortune of war placed in liis power. 
Notwithstanding the attentions which he received, his quarters 
were often shifted from St. John's to Montreal, from Montreal to 
Chamhlv, and from Chamblv to Three Rivers. At each of 
these places, he was interrogated by different officers as to the 
u views and feelings of the inhabitants of the 'Grants,'*' and 
as to his own opinions of the prospects of the colonies. Careful 
and guarded in his answers, he spoke with apparent careless- 
ness of the American cause, but never divulged anything which 
would be of advantage to the enemy or detrimental to his friends. 
He afterwards ascertained that his answers were noted by 
tbose with whom be conversed, and sent to the commander for 
comparison and inspection. 

On one occasion, a young officer, in whose charge he had 
been placed, had been drinking too freely, and had left a letter 
exposed, which Johnson took the liberty to peruse. It was from 
a person high in command, ami expressed a hope that the young 
officer was possessed of " too much sense and intelligence to be 
imposed upon by the prisoner." Knowing from this, and other 
circumstances, that his words, as well as actions, were the sub- 
ject of critical examination, Johnson resolved to affect, an in- 
difference towards the American cause, trusting that the result 
would prove personally beneficial. In this be Mas not disap- 
pointed. Having been detained a prisoner for seven months, 
he was finally released on parole, on the 5th of October, having 
first signed an instrument in which he pledged his " faith and 
word of honor" to Gen. Haldimand that he would ik not do or 
say any thing contrary to his Majesty's interest or government ;" 
and that, whenever required so to do, he would repair to what- 
ever place should be designated by proper authority, and would 
there remain until legally exchanged. After his return to his 
familv at Newbury, he would, now and then, receive letters from 
hi- friends in Canada, but was never ordered to change his resi- 
dence or to surrender his parole, lie freely communicated his 
views to (Jen. "Washington in regard to the negotiations which, 
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for a time, were carried on between the British in Canada and 
tin? principal men in Vermont, and although mistaken in his 
conclusion* that the state was to become a British province, 
proved himself a true patriot by the jealousy with which he re 
garded an intercourse which, to all but those concerned in it 
wore the aspect of contemplated, if not of incipient, or nearly 
consummated treason. His unpleasant connection with the 
enemy continued in force by virtue of the agreement he had 
signed, until the L'Oth of January, 1 7^3, when the treaty of peace 
released him from his parole of honor, at the same time that it 
gave independence to the United States.* 

On the 16th of March, a few days after the capture of John- 
son and his friends, another alarm was experienced at New- 
bury, the cause and character of which are not known. It was 
sufficient, however, to excite the apprehensions of Gen. Bayley, 
who immediately ordered the militia from the adjacent towns 
to march to the place threatened by invasion. The only re- 
cords of the affair which are known to exist are the pay-rolls. 
From these it appears that eighteen men from Westminster, 
belonging to the companies of Capts. Jesse Burk and Michael 
Gilson, but commanded by the former, "marched in the alarm*' 
at Xewbury, fifteen miles towards that place and returned, hav- 
ing been for three days in service ; that Capt. John Mercy of 
Windsor, led twenty-eight of his townsmen twenty-one miles on 
the same errand and then returned, after an absence of three 
days; and that a company of nineteen men, headed by the 
fiercely-named Samuel Stow Savage, performed a journey simi- 
lar in all respects to the last, and brought his gallant followers 
in safety to their homes. + 

The necessity of establishing the internal government of Ver- 
mont on a firm basis had been deeply felt, at the February ses- 
sion of the General Assembly. In order to secure, in part, this 
desired result, the times and places for holding the county 
elections had been selected and ratified by legislative enact- 
ment, and notified to the most important towns. At this time 
there resided in Windham county a number of gentlemen of 
ability, who, previous to the year 1775, had been connected 
either as judges, lawyers, or in some subordinate capacity, with 
the established courts. When the power of the King had been 

• Powers'* Coos Country, pp. 1V3-2I0. Thompson's Vt., Part ITJ. p. 137. 
f MS. Miutcr-ltolls, etc. 
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declared a nullity, these gentlemen still retaining their loyal 
feelings, had retired from the struggle which ensued, and during 
the six years that fallowed had, from their seclusion, observed 
with interest the changes which day hy day gave a new aspect 
to the political affairs nut only of their immediate neighbor- 
hood, hut ot' the whole United .States. The time had now come 
when these men must decide hetween " the King and the Con- 
gress," as the phrase of the times was. Aware that their men- 
tal attainments would give them a place in the new govern- 
ment, and viewing the condition of royalty as doubtful and 
desperate, they declared their willingness to embrace the cause 
of America, and avowed their allegiance to the state of Ver- 
mont. At the elections which were held on the 27th of March, 
several of these gentlemen were elected to the highest and most 
important offices of the county. When the result was made 
known, great indignation was felt by those who from the begin- 
ning had resisted the encroachments of Great Britain, and who 
now beheld men who had for years remained neutral raised to 
office, and placed in positions which were justly due to those 
who had suffered in, and sustained the now triumphing cause. 

Among the people of Rockingham this feeling of dissatisfac- 
tion was manifested in terms most significant. Many of the 
inhabitants, of that town had been at Westminster on the night 
of the memorable "massacre," or on the day succeeding that 
event, and had there become penetrated with aversion to any- 
thing which bore the insigniuin of the Crown, and to any per- 
son who derived authority from it. Although illiterate men, 
yet they could not acknowledge that to be justice which should 
grant favors to him who but yesterday had sworn allegiance to 
America, while it neglected the brave soldier who six years ago 
had taken his place with eagerness and enthusiasm, among the 
handful whom King George denounced as rebels. Influenced 
by these feelings, they drew up a petition on the 1Mb of April, 
addressed to Governor Chittenden and to the Council of the 
state, remonstrating against the election to office of the " friends 
to Ministerial Tirrany and Usurpation," who until within a few 
davs had been the "a Vowed Enemies to all authority save that 
Derived from the Crown of Great Britton," and the "known 
Enemies to tin's and the United States of America." " If there 
is proof wanted of this." they continued, " we will brim: in their 
being active in and accessory to the shedding the first Blood 
that was sln'd in America to support Brittanic Government, at 
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the Horrid an<l Never to lie for (Jot Massacre Committed at 
Westminster Corn House on the Night ol* the loth of March, 
17T">." They furtlier declared that they could perceive no dif- 
ferenee '"between being hailed to Great Britton for Tryal or 
being Tryed by these Tools amongst our Selves/' and asked for 
a new election, or for the retention of the commissions of Noah 
Sabin Jr., as judge of probate; of John Bridgman, Luke 
Knowlton, and Benjamin Burt, as judges of the county court; 
of Oliver Lovell and Elian Olcott «as justices of the peace; and 
of Jonathan Hunt, as high sheriff, in order that the petitioners 
might have an opportunity " to Enter a proper Impeachment 
and prove that Said persons are Not onely Disqualified for hold- 
ing any public Station By their own bad Conduct but Cannott 
be freemen of the State of Vermont by the Constitution thereof/' 
To this paper were appended about tifty signatures written in 
scrawls, as nigged as the composition of the document was 
unique. 

On tho 12th of April, and before the presentation of the 
Rockingham petition, a remonstrance similar in import, signed 
by Leonard Spaulding and a number of the inhabitants of Duni- 
merston and the neighboring towns, was brought before the 
Council for immediate consideration. The request contained in 
this instrument was answered in part, and the commissions of 
Noah Sabin Jr., as judge of probate, and of Samuel Knight, as 
a justice of the peace, were withheld for the present. The Rock- 
ingham petition was considered on the l*>th of April, but the 
Council refused to accede to the wishes of the petitioners and 
the subject was dismissed. At the fall session of the Legislature 
in the same vear, the case of Sabin and Kni'dit was reviewed, 
and their election was continued on the 25th of October by 
regularly executed commissions. Although there was still a 
lingering suspicion in the minds of many as to the patriotism of 
several of the county officers, yet their conduct was without 
fault, and their duties were performed agreeable to the wishes 
of the most loyal supporters of the American cause.* 

In enforcing the laws of the state, the courts sometimes expe- 
rienced difficulties by reason of the nature of the offences which 
they were required to notice. By a statute passed in Febrnarv, 
1779, it had been enacted that whoever should defame "any 
court of justice, or the sentence or proceedings of the same ; or 

• MS. RomorMtrnne<*, Council Ueconla, Ac. 
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any of the magistrates, judges, or justices of any such court, in 
respect of any act or sentence therein passed," should, on con- 
viction, be punished by tine, imprisonment, disfranchisement, or 
banishment at the discretion of the court. "Wholly disregarding 
this law and its denunciations, Nathaniel Bennet of Tomlinson, 
now ( J rat ton, " did, on or about" the 1st of August, while at 
Athens, *' utter and publish these false and defamatory words " 
in relation to Seth Oaks, a justice of the peace:— "lie has 
given a damned judgment against me, and he has perjured 
himself ; and deserves to be whipped damnably." Complaint 
having been made against him by Stephen K. Bradley, the 
attorney for the state, he was arrested on an order from the 
Superior court, and was brought before that body on the. 
fltli of September, while in session at Westminster. Owing 
ti> an apparent reluctance, as it would seem, to try the. pri- 
soner at that time, he was admitted to bail, and the cause 
was put over until the session in January, 1782. It was then 
carried forward to the June term, on which occasion it was 
again postponed. The defendant was subsequently ordered 
to appear at the session in February, 1783, but failing to he 
present he forfeited his bail bond. No further proceedings 
Mere taken in the matter.* 

As has been already observed, the easy access to the settle- 
ments, afforded by the unprotected condition of the frontiers, 
was the cause of continual alarms to the northern towns. The 
anticipation of an irruption from Canada, or of an attack of 
some nature, induced Capt. John Benjamin, the commandant of 
the fort at Bethel, to seek assistance from the neighboring 
militia, early in August, 1781. 

In obedience to this application, Capt. Bartholomew Durkec, 
on the 10th of that month, and at the head of twenty-live of the 
stout men of Pomfret, marched to his aid, and was joined by 
Capt. Elkanah Sprague with five men from Hartford. The 
readiness of the soldiers to tight seems, however, to have been 
the only method by which they were permitted to evince their 
bravely on this occasion. The sole record of the expedition 
which remains, is that which preserves the names of the militia, 
the number of miles thev travelled and the davs they were ab- 
sent on service. But the fortunate issue of this alarm wascoun- 
terbalanced by an event which happened in the following month. 



» MS. Court Kerord*. 



412 



IIISIOKY OV KASTKKN VKRMONT. 



[KM. 



During tlie summer, Caj>t. Nchemiah Lovewcll was stationed 
with his company at feat-ham. The " llazen lioad" as it was 
culled, which had heen commenced by Gen. Bay ley, in 177<i, 
and completed by Gen. Ha/.en in I77i*, began at l'eachani and 
extended through the present towns of Cabot, Wahlen, Ilard- 
wick, Greensborough, Craftsbury, Albany, and Lowell. 17 p this 
road, Lovewell sent a scout of tour men, (hiring the month of 
September, for the purpose of ascertaining the locality of the 
enemy. While on the route, they were ambushed and tired 
upon by the Indians. Two of the party were killed and scalp- 
ed, the other two were captured ; and on the tenth day after they 
left IVacham, were prisoners in Quebec with Colonel Klkins,who 
had been carried away in the preceding spring. This was the 
last of the depredations by which the inhabitants of the eastern 
settlements were disturbed during the year.* 

Although the frequent incursions of the Indians and Tories 
had kept the people on both sides of the Green Mountains in a 
state of perpetual alarm, yet the Canada negotiations and the 
delays in Congress in the adjustment of the jurisdictional rights 
of the different claimants to the u Grants,'' wei'e the cause of 
anticipations more gloomy than the sad realities of the present 
hour. Among the majority of the inhabitants, so little was 
known concerning the relations existing between the govern- 
ment of Vermont and the British, that the most extravagant 
surmises were promulged by those who, in other matters, were 
esteemed for their prudence. Stories which, at any other time, 
would have been discredited without hesitation, were repeated 
with additions and exaggeration, and received as the truth. 
"Whatever may have been the opinion of Washington and his 
advisers as to the course pursued by the leading men in Ver- 
mont during this period of doubt and danger, there is now no 
question that the secrecy with which the negotiations with the 
enemy were conducted, notwithstanding the evil reports which 
were caused thereby, was the safest method which could have 
been adopted. Vermont— claimed by New York, regarded with 
hatred and fear by New Hampshire, suspected of treason by 
Congress, and eagerly watched by Canada.— held a situation so 
peculiarly delicate, that one false step might have destroyed 
all the plans of her protectors, and rendered vain her hopes of 
existence as a separate and independent state. In the minds of 
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many, tlie distrust evinced towards Congress was far greater 
than the fear of subjection to British dominion. To such an ex- 
tent did this distrust prevail, that not a few among those who 
represented Vermont in her own Legislature, regarded with evi- 
dent satisfaction the idea of becoming allegiant to the Crown. 
From the language held by men who, although violent in their 
expressions, were still the exponents of the views of a large class 
of the community in which they resided, a more definite idea 
may be gained of the ideas which, at this time, prevailed. 

In a conversation which took place at Brattleborough, during 
the month of May, between Col. Samuel Wells, who had been 
one of the royal judges in Cumberland county, for many years 
an adherent to New York, and afterwards a representative in 
the Assembly of Vermont — in a conversation which took placo 
between him and Klijah Prouty, the latter having observed that 
in his opinion, " the state would not stand a state," Wells re- 
plied, that he was mistaken, that Vermont would continue a 
state because it was established a state by the King of Great 
Britain, and further declared, that in case the United States 
should levy war against it, it " could be supported by 10,000 or 
15,000 troops out of Canada." Similar to this, was the assertion 
of Capt. Oliver Cooke who, in the month of July, assured a 
friend, that Vermont was a state, and that he could " in less 
than twenty-four hours" show that it had been "established by 
the King of Great Britain." The language of John Bridgman, 
of Vernon, a judge of the quarter sessions, and a member of 
the state Assembly, when conversing in relation to the powers 
of Congress, was violent in the extreme. " Congress has no 
business'' to interfere with the present union of Vermont and 
New Hampshire, said he, to that renowned Yorker, Timothy 
Church of Brattleborough. as they chanced to meet on a No- 
vember's day, at Matthew Martin's mill. Church expressed a 
contrary opinion. Thereupon, Bridgman replied: " Damn the 
Congress. Curse the Congress ! Haven't we waited long enough 
on them ? A pox on them. I wish they would come to the mill 
now ; I would put them between these mill-stones or under the 
water-wheel. They have sold us like a cursed old horse. They 
have no business with our affairs. We know no such body ot 
men : 

So fearlc?»sly were opinions expressed respecting the condition 
of the state, that Kdward Smith declared opciilv, at the public 
house of Josiah Arms, in Brattleborough, that "as long as the 
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King and Parliament of Groat Britain approved of, ami v.ould 
maintain the state of Vermont, he was determined to drive it, 
and so were its leaders." Verbal reports of these, and similar 
declarations, were borne to Governor Clinton, who regarded 
them as proofs of a treasonable conspiracy with the enemy. In 
order to obtain the exact truth, he wrote on the .'id of January, 
17^', to Capt. Timothy Church and his wife. Lieut. Jonathan 
Church, Elijah Prouty, Benjamin linker, Israel Field, and Jo- 
seph Dafer, in whose presence these sentiments had been utter- 
ed. * k As I am informed," said he, "that you are acquainted 
with facts that tend to prove that the leaders of the Usurped 
government of Vermont are in league with the common enemy, 
1 have therefore to request, that you will appear before a civil 
majristrate, authorized to take the same, and make allidavit of 
all such matters as shall have come to your knowledge, respect- 
ing the same, in order that they may be transmitted to me. The 
good opinion I have of your patriotism, forbids my using any 
arguments to induce you to a compliance with a measure in 
which the safety and general interest of America is obviously 
nud essentially concerned." In conformity with this request, 
those who had heard the remarks before narrated, committed 
the facts to writing in the form of atlidavits, and sent them to 
Governor Clinton.* 

Although the Xew York adherents experienced great diffi- 
culty in upholding the government to which they owed alle- 
giance, yet they did not hesitate to express their views on the 
subject whenever an opportunity was offered. On the oth of 
November, 1 7SI, Seth Smith, Elijah Prouty, Daniel Shepardson, 
and Hezekiah Stowcll informed Governor Clinton, by letter, 
of their disapprobation of the "present basis of government" 
as established in Vermont, and of the threatenings with which 
they had been menaced by the people of that state. They fur- 
ther declared, that ki vast numbers" still held to the state of Xew 
York and to the authority of Congress, but were constrained to 
suppress their sentiments from regard to personal safety. In 
proof of these statements, they referred the Governor to Lieut. 
Israel Smith, the hearer of the letter. The nature of this cor- 
respondence having become known, Seth Smith, who was re- 
garded by the Vermonters as a dangerous person, and who 

• tteonre Clinton l*m\»-r» in N. Y. State Lib., vol xv. .loo. 12.15. Ms, iVj.osi- 
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had also been charged with being engaged in some riotous pro- 
ceedings, was indicted in December, 1 781, before the court in 
Windham county for "conspiring and attempting an invasion, 
insurrection, and public rebellion" against the state of Vermont, 
and for " attempting the alteration and subversion" of its 
"frame of government by endeavoring the betraying the same 
into the hands of a foreign power." 

Aroused, no doubt, by this exercise of power, and aware that 
the agreement they had made to sustain the jurisdiction of Ver- 
mont at the time of the addition of the Kastcrn Union, had tended 
but little to increase their personal or political safety, the inha- 
bitants of Guilford, on the 8th of January, 1782, drew up an 
address to the Governor and Legislature of Xew York and to 
the " American Continental Congress." In this paper they ex- 
pressed regret that they had been compelled by circumstances 
to unite with Vermont. In defence of their conduct, they 
argued from " the eternal and irresistible laws of self-preserva- 
tion, which are ever prior to all social laws, or the laws of a par- 
ticular society, state, or commonwealth," that when a body of 
men were oppressed, and the state to which they owed alle- 
giance could not assist them, it was "forever justifiable for that 
oppressed people to procure their own redress and relief by 
terms of composition with their oppressors," as favoruhle as 
could be obtained. They then referred to the inconveniences 
to which they had been subjected in early years by the " tyran- 
nic administration of the Crown;" to the persecutions they had 
endured on account of their allegiance to New York; and to 
the consequences which would ensue, should Congress cut off the 
Kastcrn and Western Unions and establish Vermont as an inde- 
pendent state. Without these wings, " Vermont," said they, 
" if filled up in its utmost extension," would never be able to 
maintain inhabitants enough to support the " charges, honor, 
power and dignity of an inland state;" or to build such defences 
at the north as are needed; or to man, victual, and support 
them, in case they should be erected. Should the dissolution of 
the Unions follow, and should Vermont be recognized by Con- 
gress as the fourteenth state, they declared that the result to them 
would be but little short of a natural death. Accompanying this 
address was a communication, dated the 10th of January, from 
Daniel Shepardson, Henry Hunt, Capt. Asa Rice, Capt. Daniel 
Wilkins, Xewhall Karll, and Lieut. David Goodcnongh, assert- 
ing that almost all the Vermonters in Guilford, and many in the 
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adjacent towns, had lately " turned against Vermont," and were 
desirous of owning llie jurisdiction of New York and submitting 
to the decisions of Congress. 

To excite, it' possible, an additional interest in their situation, 
the New York party in the townships of Guilford and I'rattle- 
borongh, drew up a " Representation" as it was called, of their 
situation, and committed it to Seth Smith their agent, with 
orders to present it to the Legislature of New York, and to the 
Congress of the United States. In this document, which was 
composed with much care and apparent truthfulness. Smith, as 
reprcsentant, declared that a " very great majority " of the 
inhabitants of Brattleborough and Guilford, and " at least three- 
fourths" of the people living within the "usurped jurisdiction 
of Vermont, on the east side of the Green Mountains and west 
side of Connecticut river," were desirous of returning to the 
" rightful jurisdiction of the state of New York," from which by 
the violent measures of the new state government, and the 
want of necessary protection and assistance from Congress and 
New York, they had "much against their inclinations, been 
obliged to appear to depart ;" that the towns which he repre- 
sented, and a majority of the inhabitants of the New Hamp- 
shire Grants, were, as he believed, firmly determined to oppose 
by arms the " usurped jurisdiction of Vermont ;" ami that there 
was full evidence of the disaffection of " the leaders and abet- 
tors in the assumed government of Vermont " towards the I "nit- 
ed States, and of a "league of amity " between them and the 
enemy in Canada. Tn support of the last statement, he alluded 
to the fact that Vermont commissioners had held frequent inter- 
views with commissioners from Canada, both in the latter pro- 
vince and on the "Grants;" that the leading men in Vermont 
had established a neutrality with Canada, publicly disavowed 
the authority of Congress, and authorized the transmission into 
Canada of prisoners belonging to Gen. Uurgoyne's army, without 
receiving any in exchange; that the "staunch whigs and those 
well affected to the true interests of the United States " were 
exceedingly alarmed at this friendly intercourse which they 
could not prevent unless by force of arms, since, as supjxirters 
of New York, they were not eligible to office under Vermont ; 
and that the " ill-gotten powers" of the supporters of the new 
state" were wantonly and arbitrarily " exercised, to the " incon- 
ceivable oppression of the best friends of the American cause " 
in that portion of the nation. 
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In addition to these charges, lie stated that the Vermonters 
had committed many acts of violence, under color of law, 
against the well-affected subjects of the state of New York ; 
that they had proceeded so far against him, as to cause him to 
be charged — in an indictment for high treason against " their 
assumed government" — with an attempt to introduce a "fo- 
reign power" into Vermont, meaning undoubtedly by these 
words the government of New York ami the authority of Con- 
gress ; that they had "debauched" into a union with them- 
selves, portions of New York and New Hampshire; that, 
although exempt from the "common burthens of the American 
war," they still exercised an "exorbitant power in taxation and 
arbitrary drafts, to support their usurpations against two of the 
states in the American confederacy ;" and that this latter proceed- 
ing was intolerably grievous to the great body of the true friends 
of America, who were compelled to endure, since they were not 
able to resist. To support these declarations, tho representant 
offered to adduce the " most regular and conclusive proofs," pro- 
vided he and his friends should be protected while collecting 
the evidence, lie also suggested the propriety of sending con- 
gressional commissioners to make inquiries and return a full 
report, and added his assurance that they would be upheld and 
respected by the majority of the people. In conclusion, he 
gave as his firm opinion " that unless Congress seasonably and 
vigorously interpose, the well-affected to the state of New 
York and the United States will fly to arms in opposition to 
the usurpation of Vermont." 

On reaching Poughkeepsie, Smith waited on Gov. Clinton, 
apprised him of his business, and bespoke his assistance. Clin- 
ton, at once, approved of the undertaking in which Smith was 
engaged, and on the 21st of January presented him with a let- 
ter of introduction to William Floyd, one of the delegates from 
New York in Congress. In this communication, Clinton recited 
in brief the information which Smith designed to communicate, 
and desired Floyd to aid that gentleman in fulfilling his com- 
mission. " You will be able, I presume, from the temper of 
Congress," wrote he, " immediately to determine what effect 
Mr. Smith's representation is likely to have, and if it should not 
appear probable that any measures will be taken in conse- 
quence of it, I wish he may not be detained in Philadelphia a 
single hour longer than is necessary for you to prepare your dis- 
patches." Agreeable to this request, the representation was 
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laid before Congress on the 28th of January, and was referred 
with other paper* to a special committee. Without waiting to 
see the issue, Smith returned home. On he 10th of February 
the first report was made on the subject, and was re-committed. 
On the presentation of their second report by the grand commit- 
tee, on the 1st of March, nearly the whole day was spent in the 
discussion of the Vermont question, and of the conduct of the 
inhabitants of that state in admitting the Eastern and Western 
Unions within their jurisdictional limits. The result of these 
proceedings was the passage of a number of resolves declaring 
the boundaries of the Now Hampshire Grants to be henceforth, 
as they were understood to have been, previously to the admis- 
sion of the territory comprised within the acknowledged limits 
of New York and New Hampshire. Although these rc.-olves 
were to a certain extent due to the statements of Smith, yet the 
main object of his mission was not accomplished, since no direct 
measures were taken to secure those whom he represented the 
rights which they claimed as citizens of New York. 

On his way home. Smith left with Governor Clinton a copy of 
the representation which he had brought before Congress, and a 
petition, dated February 11th, addressed to the Legislature of 
Xew York. In the latter document, he stated that lie had been 
authorized by his constituents to apply both to Congress and to 
the New York Legislature " for their respective' interposition on 
the subject matter of his representation that the well-affected 
on the "Grants" would cheerfully render obedience to New 
York, provided they could be protected ; that by the laws of 
Vermont they were deprived of civil and military power; and 
that they were determined to resort to " the natural means of 
defence by arms," unless interposition should be made in their 
behalf. In view of these difficulties he prayed the Legislature 
to employ "seasonable and vigorous v measures, and thus free 
his constituents from the necessity of repelling force by force, a 
step which " by the rights of mankind " they would be justified 
in taking. The Legislature were to have met on the 10th of 
February, but at that time and for several days following there 
was not a quorum present. As soon as a sufficient number had 
congregated, the petition and representation were read in the 
Assembly, and, on the 23d of February, were referred to a joint 
committee of the Senate and Assembly "on the papers relative 
to the Xew Hampshire Grants,'' consisting of Messrs. Ilatliorn, 
Tompkins, I)e Witt, L'lloinmedieu, and Adgate, from the latter 
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body. "When, on the 2(5th, the documents were presented to tlio 
Senate, they were disposed of in a similar manner, Messrs. 
Oothoudt, Whiting, and Ward being the members of the joint 
committee to whom they were referred. 

As in Congress, so in the New York Legislature, no direct 
results followed this effort made by the constituents of Smith to 
obtain justice for themselves and protection from the people of 
Vermont. The attention of both of these bodies was too much 
engaged in investigating the reports which were daily pouring 
in upon them, of a treasonable correspondence between Ver- 
mont and Canada, to allow of an examination of the incon- 
veniences of which the Guilfordites and their colleagues com- 
plained. But the declarations which were made were not 
entirely lout. Their influence was discernible in the course 
which New York, at a later period, determined to adopt in 
establishing government in the late county of Cumberland. 
S<x»n after bis return home, Smith presented a petition to the 
General Assembly of Vermont, praying to be released from the 
charge of treason which had been brought against him. The 
request was referred to a committee, who reported favorably 
thereon, and by an act of the Assembly, passed on the 23d of 
February, he was discharged from the indictment "for conspir- 
ing and attempting an invasion, insurrection and public rebel- 
lion " against the state, on condition that he should appear at 
the court in Windham county and answer to other charges 
which might be brought against him, and take the oath of alle- 
giance to Vermont. The disappointment which he had expe- 
rienced at Congress, was undoubtedly the cause of his applica- 
tion to the General Assembly. It does not appear, however, 
that he accepted the proposals which were offered him, and, 
judging from the conditions on which they were based, it is 
probable they were rejected.* 

As soon as Vermont by her own act had dissolved all connec- 
tion with the Eastern and Western Unions, many of the residents 
in several of the towns of the former county of Cumberland, again 
declared themselves citizens of New York. At a town meeting 
held at Urattleborough, on the 12th of March, the people assem- 
bled and declared by vote, that in their opinion a treaty had been 

••George Clinvon Papers, in office See. State X. T., vol. xiv. doo. 4129: vol 
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" entered into with the enemy ;" that the inhabitants of the Now 
Hampshire Grants justly owed their allegiance to New York; 
that it was their own duty "to withdraw all allegiance or obe- 
dience to the state or authority of Vermont and that in case a 
sufficient number of the inhabitants of the other towns in the 
county should adopt similar sentiments, they would petition the 
Governor of New York to appoint civil and military officers 
for their guidance, and to establish a civil government under the 
authority of that state. On the 13th, a similar meeting was held 
at Guilford, and was followed by the same results. The inhabit- 
ants of Halifax assembled on the 14th, tor the purpose of con- 
sulting upon the question of their connection with New York, 
and arrived at conclusions of a like nature. 

On the 20th, a convention of the committees of the three 
towns above named met at lirattlchorough, for the purpose of 
concerting such measures as the peculiar situation of the county 
demanded. Elijah Prouty of lirattleborough was chosen mode- 
rator of the meeting. Samuel Avery, as agent, was directed to 
repair to the Legislature of New York, and lay before them "a 
just and true state" of the "oppressions and grievances'' to 
which their constituency on the "Grants 1 ' were subjected. 
Certain persons were also appointed to write to those towns 
which M ere not then represented, for the purpose of eliciting 
their sentiments respecting the course which had been adopted 
by the convention. In regard to Hinsdale, New fane. Putney, 
Westminster, Rockingham, and WeathersfieM, the convention 
declared their opinion that, if those towns had been allowed 
proper time and sufficient notice, they would have agreed to 
and sanctioned the objects and actions of the meeting. In the 
instructions which were afterwards given to Avery, lie was 
directed to deliver the papers, which should be entrusted to him 
to the Legislature of New York, and pray for their " advice and 
assistance;" to endeavor to influence them to establish actual 
civil government on the "Grants," "with sufficient authority 
and force to carry it into execution;" and, if he should receive 
encouragement, to proceed to Congress, and lay the whole sub- 
ject before the members of that body.* 

These measures contributed, in a certain degree, to influence 
the conduct of those to whom personal appeals were made, but 
they brought no immediate redress of the evils complained of. 

• MS Minuta of meetings h<>l<) nt llrnttloborr ngh, Guilford and Unlifnx. 
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The return of the inhabitants in the Western TJuion to their alle- 
giance, and the question of land titles on the New Hampshire 
(taints, were now occupying the attention of the New York 
Legislature, and the prayers of the few were unheard among the 
applications, petitions, and remonstrances of the many. 

Although the Yorkers in the townships of Brattleborough, 
Guilford, and Halifax received hut little encouragement from 
the government whose authority they ackuowledged, yet they 
did not cesise, by addresses and agents, to importune the Legis- 
lature of New York for assistance. However men may disagree 
as to the merits of their cause, no one can deny to them a per- 
severance of itself almost worthy of a successful issue. On the 
2(Jth of April, a remonstrance in behalf of these towns was pre- 
pared by Charles Phelps of Marlborough. He and his sons 
were violent opponents of the Vermont jurisdiction, and subse- 
quently became active leaders in the New York party. A 
treasonable correspondence between the principal men in Ver- 
mont and the British in Canada was boldly asserted in this 
document, and the former were charged with an agreement to 
raise a force to be employed under British pay for u the destruc- 
tion of the liege subjects " of the United States. Complaint 
was made at the same time, because of the taxes which the 
friends of New York were compelled to pay towards the support 
of a government whose authority they denied. The incon- 
veniences and suffering ensuing therefrom were also set forth in 
the plainest terms. These statements were accompanied by a 
request that one regiment or more might be raised and officered 
in the county of Cumberland, under the pay and authority of 
New York; that probate judges, justices, coroners, and " all 
other civil officers'* might be commissioned, for the "good regu- 
lation" and "compleat protection" of the people; that Judge 
Richard Morris might be exhorted to visit the county, for the 
purpose of encouraging the loyal, and disheartening their 
opponents ; and that the worst criminals might be carried to 
Albany or Poughkccpsie. In closing, the committee, in whose 
mime the remonstrance was drawn, expressed a desire that 
Governor Clinton should send his answer " in writing, and no 
more by word of month," in order that the people might see his 
declarations in his " own hand.' 1 ' * 

At a convention of the committees of these three most faith- 
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ful towns, held on the 30th of April, tlie remonstrance was ac- 
cepted sis the expression of the people, and Daniel Shepardson 
was appointed to carry it to Poughkeepsie, and endeavor to oh- 
tain a favorable response. He was also entrusted with a list of 
the names of those best qualified to till civil and military offices, 
and was directed to submit it to the New York Council of Ap- 
pointment for their guidance in selecting officials for the county. 
In the execution of his commission, Mr. Shepardson repaired to 
I'onghkeepsic, and received from Governor Clinton a reply to 
the remonstrance. In this communication, dated the t>th of Mav, 
the Governor assured the associated committees, that, as soon as 
the Council of Appointment could be convened, he should u-e 
his " best endeavors" to obtain commissions for '* the requisite 
civil and military officers." Me then referred to the act of 
Congress of the 24th of September, 17"i>, which expressly 
declared it to be the duty of the inhabitants on the Grants" 
owing allegiance to Vermont, to abstain from exercising 
any power over those who were subjects of .New York and rnw 
r, mi. In view of the conduct of New York and of the rights 
guaranteed by this enactment, he observed : ''This state has, 
during the whole of the time since the controversy was submit- 
ted to Congress, hitherto strictly observed this recommendation 
of Congress; and should any person under pretence of author- 
ity from the assumed government attempt to enforce their 
laws, you will perceive that resistance by force is, in every point 
of view, justifiable, and the faith and honor of Congress is pledg- 
ed for your support." In regard to the suspicions which were 
afloat as to the course which Vermont was pursuing with the 
British in Canada, he declared that there was the fullest evi- 
dence of a u criminal and dangerous intercourse" between them, 
and presented this fact as an additional reason why the friends 
of America should " interest themselves in prevailing with their 
fellow citizens to return to their allegiance, atid by that means 
disappoint, the views of a combination who from motives of self- 
interest and ambition would enter into a league with the enemy, 
and sacrifice the liberties of their country." He stated, more- 
over, that in case persuasive measures should prove ineffectual 
in the re-establishment of peace, and Congress should delay or 
wholly decline to decide the question of jurisdiction, no alterna- 
tive would be left to New York. Necessity, he declared, would 
then force the adoption of " compulsory means" to maintain the 
rights and enforce the authority so essential to the future peace 
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and security of tho state. With this letter wore sent the two 
late acts of the Legislature, one of which had been passed for 
the purpose of extending pardon to those who had been the sup- 
porters of the Western Union, and to all others who should return 
t<» their allegiance , and the other for confirming grantees in the 
titles by which they held their lands.* 

Hardly had the contents of this* letter transpired, when an op- 
portunity was offered for those who should choose so to do, to 
attest their adherence to the government of New York. By an 
act of the Legislature of Vermont, passed a few months previous 
at the February session, orders had been issued for raising 4i three 
hundred able-bodied, effective men, for the ensuing campaign." 
In case any town should refuse to raise their quota of men, power 
was given to the selectmen to hire the required number, and 
to issue their warrant to the sheriff of the county, directing him 
to h?vy on " so much of the goods and chattels, or estate'' of 
the inhabitants as should be necessary both to pay the wages of 
those who should be hired, and to satisfy all the necessary 
charges which might arise. The friends and supporters of the 
government of New York, who, until the year 17S0, had com- 
)M»se«l a large portion of the population of the towns in the south- 
eastern part of Vermont, had been gradually decreasing in 
power and numbers. At tliin period, a majority of the inhabit- 
ants of Guilford, a minority of the inhabitants of Uratllebo- 
rough and Halifax, the family of Charles Phelps in Marlbo- 
rough, and here and there an individual in Westminster, Kock- 
inghnin. Springfield, and a few other towns, represented their 
full strength. Although in town elections they were sometimes 
placed in nomination against citizens of Vermont, yet the lat- 
ter were, with rare exceptions, successful in obtaining office on 
those occasions. 

Guilford had been for several years, and was at this time, the 
most populous town in the state. This was not owing to any 
superior natural advantages, either as to situation or soil, but to 
the greater liberty which its citizens enjoyed. On the llnh of . 
May. 1772, the inhabitants, at a district meeting, had refused 
longer to be bound by the terms of the charter they had 
received from New Hampshire ; had declared by vote, that 
Guilford was in the county of Cumberland, and province of 
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New York ; and had chosen town officers agreeable to the laws 
of that province. " Having renounced their charter," observes 
Thompson, "and there being no government which really 
exercised authority over them, they continued to legislate for 
themselves, and tradition says that good justice wiis done." 
One principle in their abandoned charter was, however, ad- 
hered to, and u none but proprietors, or those who held tinder 
them, had a right to rule, or vote in their meetings." Thus 
did this little republic continue from year to year to be 
governed by the decisions of town meetings, and the excellent 
administration of its affairs and the inducements which were 
offered to settlers, clothed iis field* with waving harvests, .and 
adorned its hill-sides with cheerful dwellings. Not until the 
year 1777, when Vermont was declared an independent state, 
did those rivalries commence which for years afterwards dis- 
turbed the peace of this happy community, and finally resulted 
in its dissolution.* 

In accordance with the terms of the act for enlisting soldiers 
in the service of Vermont, it had been reported that drafts 
would be made from Guilford. At this juncture the letter 
from Governor Clinton, declaring u resistance by force" to be 
justifiable, was circulated among the people. A meeting was 
immediately called in Guilford, which was largely attended by 
the Yorkers, the dominant party in that town, and the instruc- 
tions from New York were adopted. A vote was passed by 
which the people declared their determination " to stand 
against the pretended state of Vermont, until the decision of 
Congress be known, with Iiv>* and 'fortutu*" As an evidence 
of their sincerity, Henry Kvans, Daniel Ashcraft, and Nathan 
Fitch were directed to forbid the constable to act. Although 
the New York adherents were in the ascendant, yet the citizens 
of Vermont were by no means backwards in asserting their 
rights. One result of this loyalty was, that the affairs of the 
town were regulated by two distinct sets of officers, the one aj>- 
pointed in accordance with the customs of the former state, and 
the other in accordance with those of the latter. 

Instead of selecting the soldiers who were to serve in the 
Vermont militia from the citizens of that state residing in 
Guilford, the officers chose them from the opposition. Those 
who were drafted refused to serve, or to bear the expenses of a 

• Thompson's Vt, Tart III. p. 81. 
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substitute. An open rupture could be no longer avoided. On 
the 10th of May, Simeon Edwards, William Marsh, and Eph- 
raim Nicholls, the selectmen of Guilford by the choice of the 
citizens of Vermont, directed the sheriff of Windham county, 
in the name of the state, to take the goods aud chattels of 
Samuel Bixby, William White, Josiah Bigelow, Joel Bigelow. 
and Daniel Lynde, to the value of £15, that being the amount 
which had been expended by the state in hiring a man to do 
military duty in their behalf. The sheriff was further in- 
structed to sell whatever lie should seize, at public vendue, and 
return the proceeds to the selectmen, "with all convenient 
dispatch. 1 ' The warrant authorizing these proceedings was 
placed in the hands of Barzillai Rice, one of tlie sheriffs 
deputies, who determined to execute it immediately. On 
reaching the house of Hezekiah Stowell, a most violent Guil- 
fordite Yorker, ho found a large company assembled, and 
among the number some whom lie wished to see. Supposing 
himself secure from the danger of an attack, both by his 
official character and by the presence of two of the selectmen 
who had drawn the warrant, he made known his business, and 
his determination to obtain cither the fines or their equivalent. 

Tliis declaration created much confusion, and angry words 
were hoard from every part of the room. Opposition to the 
unjust demands of Vermont was loudly proclaimed, and it was 
plainly evident that words were to be but the prelude to action. 
William Shattuck, of Halifax, a leader among the Yorkers, 
failed not on this occasion to strengthen the minds of his friends. 
Mingling in the crowd, he counselled them to protect their 
rights ; to stand by their liberties ; and to repel the invasions 
of a usurped power. " I am a supporter of the opposition," 
he declared, "both in public and in private. I deny the 
authority of Vermont. The cause that I maintain is just, and 
I have done and will do all in my power to uphold it." With 
Shattuck the majority coincided. A few were disposed to 
settle the fines, provided satisfactory terms could be agreed on. 
For the sake of a more private interview, the deputy, selectmen, 
and those interested in the proceedings, repaired to the house 
of Josiah and Joel Bigelow. Henry Evans and William White, 
who acted for the five delinquents, having considered the subject 
at length, were finally agreed as to the course they should pursue, 
ami requested the deputy to delay the execution of the warrant 
for twenty days, that they might have an opportunity to send 
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to New York for instructions. This the deputy refused to do, 
and forthwith proceeded to carry off a cow belonging to Joel 
Bigclow, having tirst ordered all wlio were present to assist him 
in the execution of Jus office. 

Evans, who had now become excited, interposed, ordered the 
deputy to he gone, threatened hint with violence in case he 
should persist, and " damned the authority " under which lie 
was presuming to act. Disregarding these expressions, the 
deputy persisted in the attempt, and took possession of the cow. 
Determined to release the animal and return her to her owner, 
a large crowd followed the deputy, awaiting a favorable oppor- 
tunity to accomplish their purpose. At length the voice of 
Capt. Joseph Peck of Guilford was heard ordering his men, who 
were present in the dress of citizens, to ''embody to rescue.'' 
The command was obeyed, the deputy was surrounded by a 
mob of forty or fifty men, and the cow was seized and driven 
away in triumph.* Such was the result of this determination to 
resist the execution of the laws of Vermont. While the support 
ers of the claims of Xew York exulting in the success which 
had attended this effort, were making every exertion to add to 
their strength and increase their efficiency, the citizens of Ver- 
mont were rejoicing that this forcible resistance had placed 
them in possession of an argument which would henceforth 
warrant them in punishing their opponents as disturbers of the 
peace and contemners of lawful jurisdiction^ 

* In the presentment of the crand jurors of Windham county, made in Sep- 
tember, I7SJ, the following person* wore charged with being engaged in the 
transaction mentioned in the text: Jotham Bigclow, Daniel Lynde. Joel Bigelow, 
Josiali Bigelow, William White, Samuel Bixby, Giles Roberts, Dean Chase, Ben- 
jamin Chase, Nathaniel Carpenter. Edward Carpenter, Asaph Carpenter. l>aniel 
Shepardsott, Adonijah Putnam. Nathan Avery. Josiah Rice, David Goodcumigh, 
.lohn Stafford .Ir., Jarne* Packer, Stephen Cliase, .lonlnia Nurse. Noah Shepardson, 
Joseph Peek. Joshua Lynde, Shubael Bullock. Israel Bullock. Samuel Melciuly, 
Joseph Dexter. Moses Yaw, Amos Yaw Jr., and Ilezekiah Brood, all of Guilford; 
and Elijah Prouty anil Benjamin Baker of Brottl.borongh. Besides these, there 
were present, Timothy Church of Brattleborough, William Sh.ittuek of Halifax, 
Henry Evans of Guilford, and others whose names did not appear. 

f MS. Court Records. Thompson's Vt Gazetteer, ed. 1824, p. 14 J. 
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THE CIVIL SUSTAINED BY THE MILITARY ARM. 

Convention of town representatives favorable to New York — Petition and ren on- 
Ntrance — Credentials — Charles Phelps— Novel punishment at Hertford — Letter 
of Richard Morris — Council of Appointment — Civil and military officers — 
Advice of Gov. Clinton to Col. Timothy Church — Act of the General Assembly 
of Vermont for the punishment of conspiracies — Isaac Tieheuor's visit to the 
Yorkers — Anticipation of trouble — Meeting at Guilford — letters from Gov. 
Clinton to Col. Church and to the supporters of the jurisdiction of New York — 
Determined conduct of the Yorker*— Col. Church resists the laws of Vermont — 
The command of the Vermont troops given to Ethan Allen — Preparation* for 
attack and defence — The exj>edition — Col Iru Allen's adventure — Bravery of 
Mrs, Timothy Phelps) — Effect* the cacn|Ki of her husband — An amusing scene — 
Mr. Phelps is afterwards taken by Kthan Allen — The onset of tiie Guilfordites — 
Ethan Allen's famous proclamation — His force receives additions— The Yorkers 
imprisoned at West minster — First day of the trial — Proofs of the seditious 
behavior of Church. Shattuck. Evnns, and T. l'helps— Their sentence — Another 
attempt to hike Charles Phelps— Hi* library— Secoud day of the trial— Boast- 
ing of Ethan Allen — Kemaindcr of the court session at Westminster — A special 
session at Marlborough — Trials and sentences — .Samuel Ely's offence — llis trial 
and punishment— Sufferings of the Yorkers. 

» 

The excitement caused by tltis disturbance having partially 
subsided, representatives from the towns of JJrattleborough, Guil- 
ford, Halifax, and Marlborough assembled in convention, on the 
17th of May, and prepared a combined "remonstrance and 
petition for the consideration of Governor Clinton. This pro- 
duction did not embody a specific narrative of the late resistance, 
but, in the most general terms, disclosed the fact that " intrigues, 
conspiracies, and insurrections" were " daily perpetrated " by 
the Vermonters ; that warrants were frequently issued for the 
seizure of the persons and property of the petitioners; and that 
usurpations had been "valiantly opposed" by the friends of 
New York. The petitioners declared it to be their intention to 
defend their rights by force, until "proper authority " should !'<• 
instituted. At the same time they acknowledged that their 
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defeat was certain, unless they should receive external aid. 
For these reasons they prayed the Governor to use his intiueiiee 
in obtaining the appointment of a sufficient number of "prudent, 
just, and faithful officers, both civil and military, of every kind 
necessary or proper for all the purposes of an organized govern- 
ment," who should be forthwith sworn into office, and permitted 
to enter upon their duties. They also asked for permission to 
convey prisoners to any jail in the state of New York. That 
the Ycrmontcrs might have no cause to charge them with 
indifference to the common cause, they desired the Governor to 
command his subjects in Cumberland and Gloucester counties 
to raise a reasonable quota of men for the war, and collect 
means for their payment and support.* The establishment of 
courts of civil and criminal jurisdiction was declared to be indis- 
pensable to their safety, and the only means by which their 
enemies could be punished for the violation of the rights of the 
subjects of New York. 

Appended to this document were the credentials of Charles 
Phelps, who had been selected to carry it to I'oiighkeepsie. In 
these credentials the subjects- discussed in the petition were 
rehearsed in hrief, and a few topics were considered which had 
been omitted in the latter. Mr. Phelps was directed " to urge" 
the Governor "with all possible assiduity and zeal" to send 
Judge Morris and his associates into the county of Cumberland, 
for the purpose of holding a court of Oyer and Terminer. Such 
a course, it was argued, would tend to the speedy establishment 
of legal rights; and would prove to the citizens of Ycnnoiit the 
determination of the government of New York to protect its 
subjects from the ill treatment to which they were continually 
exposed. In the same paper Mr. Phelps was recommenced as 
a proper person for first, justice of the Inferior court of Cumber- 
land county, whenever such a tribunal should be established. 

The documentary force of the agent was completed by a third 
paper, entitled, "Reasons to Induce His Excellency the Gover- 
nor, Judge Morris, the Attorney-General, and the Council of 
Appointment, to go into Cumberland and Gloucester Counties 
to appoint Civil and Military officers for the complete organizing 
them, and instituting civil and military Government and Courts 

• Although the government of Vermont had divided the eastern portion of that 
gtnte into the eountien of Windham. Windsor, nnd Orange, as before stated, the 
enpporter* of tl«> jurisdiction of New York recognised only the old divUionn. 
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of Justice, as tally to iill intents and purposes as in any other 
Counties in the State/ These reasons were two in number. In 
the first place it was stated, that such a visit would " fully con- 
vince the New York state subjects" that the Legislature had 
determined to defend them from the encroachments of a rival 
power, and would " naturally embolden" them to exert them- 
selves "in every possible, lawful, prudent manner," to support the 
government which offered them protection. A second result, 
it was declared, would be to " sink the hearts and deaden the 
resolution of all the Vermont party ; intimidate their guilty and 
dejected minds ; enfeeble their resolutions against us, and whol- 
ly enervate all their ambitious, malignant, avaricious, and de- 
spotic designs, so arrogantly formed against us and the right- 
eous administration of the state." Such were the consequences 
which were expected to follow the exhibition in Vermont of 
some of the state officials of New York. The petition, creden- 
tials, and reasons, were all composed by Charles Phelps, and in 
style and argument, evinced an originality worthy of notice. 
Armed with these missives, the agent set out for Poughkeepsie, 
resolved to save the " half-ruined state" as he called New York, 
provided eloquenco and logic were allowed to exert their proper 
influence.* 

While in Windham county the difficulties which prevailed, 
seemed to spring principally from political causes, there would 
sometimes happen in other portions of the eastern section of the 
state disturbances originating in a dislike of the delay which 
usually accompanied the execution of law. An incident which 
occurred at Hertford, originated in a sentiment of this nature. 
John Billings of that town, having been guilty of some con- 
temptible act, was threatened with punishment. This was in- 
flicted in such a manner as to cause considerable physical suffer- 
ing, and was humiliating in the extreme. On the night of the 
80th of May, a party of men composed of Jcdediah Leavins, Phine- 
has Killam, James Williams, Timothy Lull Jr., Aden Williams, 
Timothy Banister, Simeon Williams, Joab Bchlen, and William 
Miller, all of Hertford, and ifoses Morse and Amos Kobinson 
of Windsor, u with force and arms. unhnvfully, riotously, and 
routously" assembled and assaulted the unfortunate citizen. As 
was more clearly set forth in the presentment of the grand jury, 
they " did beat, wound, and ill-treat'' him by " placing him on 

• George Clinton Papers, in N.Y. State Lib., vol xv. doc. 4527. 
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an old horse without a saddle, tving his feet under the bellv of 
said horse, and hanging to his feet a very heavy weight, and in 
that situation causing him to ride to a considerable distance, 
by which he suffered great pain and inconvenience." Scenes 
of violence are necessary concomitants of a new settlement. 
Vermont, it is seen, did not present an exception to the general 
rule. In the present instance, however, the law asserted its 
power, iind the disturbers of the public peace and the infringers 
of Mr. Rillings's personal rights, were punished by pecuniary 
mulcts, and were compelled to bear the costs of the prosecu- 
tion.* 

On his way to IVmghkeepsic, Mr. Fhelps visited Chief-justice 
Richard Morris at (law-rack, and made known to him the ob- 
ject of his mission. He also detailed the events which had 
lately occurred in the southern part of Vermont; laid before 
the Judge the different papers with which he had been entrust- 
ed ; informed him that the Governor, the Attorney -General, 
and the Council of Appointment were to start immediately for 
the disaffected district for the purpose of organizing a govern- 
ment and establishing courts of justice on a solid basis; and as- 
sured him that it was absolutely necessary that he should accom- 
pany them. Although .several of these statements were gratui- 
tous on the part of Rhclps, yet they were pressed with so much 
urgency that they received immediate attention. '* I cannot 
find out,'' wrote Morris to Clinton, on the 2d of .lime, with re- 
ference to Phelps, "that he wants me for any other purpose 
than to talk to the people, and I am sure that he so far excels 
me in that business, that I shall rather expose myself than be 
of any advantage. Rut jokes apart, if you are going into lhat 
country, and you think my presence will be useful, though I can 
illy spare the time or money that must be spent, I will, with 
pleasure, accompany you.'' He also expressed his concurrence 
in the contemplated movement to appoint officers in the coun- 
ties of Cumberland and Gloucester. + 

< >u reaching Roiighkeepsie, Mr. Phelps committed the papers 
with which he had been entrusted to Governor Clinton. The 
Council of Appointment who were then in sc-sion. evinced a 
disposition suited to the emergency. They decided in the out- 
set, that the loyal inhabitants of the northern district of the 
state were entitled to protection, and to the actual presence in 

* MS. Court Papers. 
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their counties of proper civil and military officers selected from 
their own number. On the ">th of June, Charles 1'livlps, James 
( lay, Eleazer Patterson, Ililkiah (J rout, Simon Stevens, Elijah 
Protity, Michael Gilson, Samuel Bixbv, Daniel Shepardson, 
llezekiah Stowell, l'ethnel Church, John Panncl, Nathan Fish, 
Joseph "Winchester, and Daniel Kathan, were appointed justices 
of the peace for Cumherland county. In their commission, 
power was given them to order the arrest of those persons who 
should threaten any of " the good people'' of the state, " in their 
persons, or in hurning their houses," and to keep them 41 in 
prison safe," until they should find security for their good 
behavior. To the first seven persons named in the j nsi itu 
commission, were also given the name and power of justices of 
the quorum ; and to any three of this numher was entrusted 
the - right to enquire hy the oaths of good and lawful men,'' 
residents of the county, concerning such offences as were within 
the cognizance of a justice of the peace, and to determine upon 
them. Thev were also empowered to examine into the conduct 
of those who should "presume to go, or ride in company with 
armed force," for the purpose of opposing the people of the 
state of New York, or who should lie in wait with intent to 
maim or kill any of them ; and they were further directed to 
take notice of all attempts to set aside the laws and ordinances 
of the state. The justices of the quorum were also appointed 
justices of the court of Oyer and Terminer, and general jail 
delivery. To Charles Phelps, James Clay, and Ililkiah Grout, 
was given power, as commissioners, to administer the oath of 
office to all civil and military appointees. 

Of the regiment which had heen established for several years 
in the southern part of the county of Cumberland, Timothy 
Church was appointed Lieutenant-Colonel Commandant; Wil- 
liam Shattuek First Major, Henry Evans Second Major, and 
Joel IJigelow Adjutant. The commissions of all the officers 
were prepared without delay, ami delivered to Mr. Plielps, who 
immediately set out on his return, lie was also the bearer of 
two letters from Governor Clinton, one for the convention of 
the committees, and the other for Colonel Church. In the 
former, his Excellency stated that it had not been deemed 
advisable to appoint judges for the courts of Common Pleas, as 
the opening of those courts was not then u essential to the pre- 
servation of peace and good order," and might be attended with 
inconvenience ; that it was not the intention of the state to 
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delay the " complete organization" of government in Cumber- 
land county, but to await the proper time for such action; smd 
that the proceedings of the Council of Appointment had been 
in accordance with the course which was deemed best calcu- 
lated to advance the interests of the county. In the other let- 
ter, the Governor notified to Colonel Church his appointment; 
requested him to consult with others, and decide upon proper 
persons for captains and subaltern officers, in order that the 
formation of his regiment might be completed ; exhorted him 
to protect the country from the depredations of the enemy, by 
sending out detachments of men whenever their presence would 
be of service ; and desired him, in the execution of his office, to 
pay strict attention to the recommendations of Congress, by 
extending Ins authority over such only as professed allegiance 
to New York, u unless the conduct of the usurped government 
in contravening'' those recommendations, should render " a con- 
trary conduct indispensably necessary for the immediate protec- 
tion and safety'' of those whom he was bound to defend.* 

At the session in June, the General Assembly of Vermont, 
knowing well what preparations the Yorkers were making to 
resist the execution of the laws of Vermont, determined to 
check their proceedings by persuasive measures, if possible, 
and if these should not succeed by compulsory laws. As an 
inceptive step, a resolution was adopted on the 10th of June, in 
which Isaac Tichenor was requested to repair to the towns of 
Brattleborough, Halifax, and Guilford, for the purpose of ex- 
plaining the proceedings of Congress " to the disaffected, in a 
true light ;" and using his u utmost exertions to unite the 
people in those towns" to the government of Vermont. On the 
same day an act was passed "for the punishment of conspira- 
cies against the peace, liberty, and independence" of the state. 
Upon this act were based the indictments which were found 
against those who a few months later were declared guilty of 
treason. Its framers seem to have presupposed in its prepara- 
tion, the very condition in which the state was so soon to be 
placed bv the conflicts between the government and the oppo- 
sition. The positions which M ere assumed in it, were sufficiently 
broad to answer the ends of those who had resolved to maintain 
the integrity of Vermont. Its terms were its follows: — 

"Whereas, unanimity --the great strength and security of a 

• George Clinton Paper* in X. Y. State Lib., v<x. xv. doc. 4574. MS. Com 
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free and independent people — is necessary for the existence ot' 
a sovereign state ; and whereas, insurrections may rise anion*; 
tlie inhabitants of this state, fomented and stirred up by some 
designing persons, with a manifest intent to suhvert and destroy 
tlie liherties and independence of the same — which evil to pre- 
vent — 

" Be it enacted, and it is herel.iv enacted, hy the representa- 
tives of the freemen of the state of Vermont in General Assem- 
bly met. and hy the authority of the same, that when, and so 
often as, six or more persons shall assemhle with weapons of 
terror, with a manifest intent to impede, hinder or disturh any 
officer of this state, in the execution of his office; or shall rescue 
any prisoner, in the custody of the law ; or any goods, or chattels, 
legally distrained ; and there shall he among said persons six, or 
more, who do not yield allegiance to the authority of this state, 
or have, ami do deny the jurisdiction of the same ; all and 
every person so offending shall suffer hanishment or imprh.ou- 
inent, at the discretion of the Superior court, he fore whom 
paid offenders shall he tried : and their goods, chattels, and 
estates, shall he seized, condemned, and sold, hy order of the 
Superior court, as forfeited to the use of this state. 

"And he it further enacted hy the authority aforesaid 
that if any person or persons shall conspire or attempt any 
invasion, insurrection, or puhlic rehellion against this state; or 
shall treacherously and pcrfidioudy attempt the alteration or 
suhversion of our frame of government, fundamentally esta- 
hlished hy the constitution of this state, hy endeavoring the 
hetravintr of the same into the hands of anv of the neighhoring 
states, or any other power, and he thereof convicted hefore the 
Superior court, [such person or persons] shall suffer hanishment 
or imprisonment, at the discretion of the said court ; and the 
goods, chattels and estates of such offenders, shall he seized, con- 
demned, and sold, as forfeited to the use of this state. 

"And he it further enacted hy the authority aforesaid, that 
if any person or persons, so hanished, shall neglect to depart 
when ordered; or, when departed, shall return to this state, 
without first obtaining liberty from the General Assembly, and 
shall he thereof convicted, he or they shall suffer death."* 

In conformity with his appointment, Mr. Tiehoiior visited the 
most fractious of the southern towns in Vermont, and endeavored 

• Journals Gen. As*. Vt. Sta.l. V Vt State I'lipi r*, p. I.Vl. 
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to expound to tlie people the proecediugs of Congress relative to 
the affairs of tin- contending stales. Ik- informed them that 
Vermont was a statt; in every sense ot" the term ; that their 
safety consisted in acknowledging its jurisdiction ; that the law 
would iutlict punishment in ease they should not suhmit ; and 
that the promises of protection and defence from New York 
were lmreliahle and fallacious. Although many helieved that 
New York would not willingly desert her subjects in the hour of 
trial, yet the idea was also prevalent that she would he finally 
compelled to pursue this course.* "Whatever may have been 
the effect of Mr. Tiehenor's reasoning on those who had become 
wearied with resisting the authority of Vermont, there were some 
in whose minds it aroused a spirit more decided in its opposition 
to the new state. " I have sounded the minds of Verutonters," 
wrote Charles Phelps to Governor Clinton, on the loth of .Inly, 
" and find that they dare not at present, in the four towns where 
the committees dwell, meddle with us Yorkers, if people don't 
come from Hennington county with weapons of terror to scare 
or frighten or tight us/' lie stated his belief that " people of pro- 
perty " woidd nor dare to attack the Yorkers ; and that those who 
should be so rash as to make any warlike demonstrations would 
be slaughtered as readily as the common enemy. To render 
the condition of the opposition more secure, he suggested that 
General Washington should order four field-pieces to be sent from 
Springfield to IJrattleborough. A demonstration of this nature, 
he contended, would have more effect in preventing trouble, 
than a militia force of three hundred Yorkers raised without 
the sanction and orders of Washington. Further to encourage 
the Governor to sustain the friends of New York, Daniel 
Shepard-oii informed him, on the 15th of July, that some of the 
more northern towns in Vermont would unite in favor of the 

* In referenee to Mr. TiclienorV embassy. Gov. Clinton u nite to the I Ion. 
.Tnme- Dunne, from l\>ui;hl>eep'Mc, on the fith of August, 1 7 8*J, iu the*e word* : " Mr. 
Tiehenor wa- sctiL uuion^ them ['he friends of Now York] by the lender* of the 
revolt, to « ::de-iv..r to prevail upon them to .-ulnmt to their v;,,vertitiient, mid for 
thi< purpose miide u very ut f.iir use of tlie lust report of the eomniitt. e of Coi«j»re-n, 
by eti<leuvori-c to deceive tlieio into itn upinion that it »'(i< tlie federal nciiso of 
Conifre^s, and tliat a it< terminal hits would aeenrdinj;ly noun be made in favor of 
their independency, Tho' I luive renoon ti> b.li.-vo tlmt. Mr. Tiehenor <lid not 
sneered ill hi* i^i'.eut ionp. yet by these act- and by inducing tlie jk ople who live 
more exposed to believe Hint. wl.il" they continue eonncetcd \vilh them, they 
have nothing to npprcltcnd from the ■•otiilnon enemy, they hnve ill some decree 
defenUd the etFeet which the p.uiih tin :i-orc-^ of our I.cL'i-lat nre would have 
had on them." Coortje t liuioti Papers in N, Y. State I ib , vol. xvi. doe, A >;:•-,. 
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New York jurisdiction, provided assurances could l>c given of 
assistance from head-quarters.* 

From the activity displayed by the Ycrniont Legislature in 
passing and promulgating laws aimed directly at the extinction 
of the faction which refused to pay Vermont taxes or recognize 
Vermont legislation, and which was determined to resist by 
force the execution of measures not originating with the govern- 
ment of New York — it was evident that a h!o\v was soon to he 
struck which would cripple the strength of the faction, or crush 
it for ever. The committees of the few towns which still con- 
tinued loyal to New York were aware of this state of things 
when they assemhled at Guilford on the 15th of July, to con- 
sult upon the course which they should adopt in case an appeal 
was had to arms. In their petition to Governor Clinton— the 
inevitahle result, of a meeting — they rehearsed the occurrences 
of the few weeks previous, and hinted their disquiet in words 
which almost announced it. That their own courage might 
he strengthened, the enemy territied,. and their "wavering 
\rcthren" encouraged, they hesought the Governor to order the 
militia in the western part of New York to inarch against the 
Vermonters in case they should cross the mountains and com- 
mence hostilities upon the Yorkers in Cutnherland county. 
They also asked for definite commands "to fight and stand"* in 
their own defence. In order to nullity the arguments and elo- 
quence which had heen employed by Vermont in miscon- 
struing the meaning of the resolves of Congress, they desired 
his Kxccllcncy to send an intelligent man to counteract the 
elforts of " Kstpiire Tichcnor," and to certify to the people to 
what extent they might depend upon New York in the sup- 
port of her own jurisdiction. This petiliou and the other 
papers accompanying it, were forwarded by Mr. Cutbcth, who 
took the place of the regularly appointed messenger. In 
explanation of this substitution, the committees ohserved that 
they expected to have business for Major Shattuek, the Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Commandant, "about homc."t 

The messenger reached Kingston on the tilth of July. The 
Council of Appointment were again summoned, and the 
ollieial list of the southern regiment was completed. Klisha 
Pierce was chosen Quarter-master, and six companies were 

* (Jenrge Clinton Paper* in N. Y. State I.il>., vol. xvi doos. 4 IT. -1<'.">.">, 
f Coos-irp Clinton Cn pen* in N. Y. Stntc I .it.. . V4.l. \vi. <h>c. n.r.t. 
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formed -two in hh-attleborongh, three in Guilford, and one in 
Halifax — each with a captain and the proper complement of 
subalterns. The commissions were immediately prepared and 
intrusted to Mr. Cutheth, who was also tlie hearer of a letter 
fn>m the Governor to Colonel Church. In this coiuiimnieation, 
dated the L'oth of July, all who sided with the Colonel wero 
earnestly exhorted to * k preserve unanimity and firmness" 
among themselves, and reject the artifices which might he 
employed hy their adversaries to ;i deceive and amuse''' them. 
To the committees of the towns who had petitioned for aid in 
their extremity, Governor Clinton, in a letter of the same 
date, defined his position in terms full and explicit. As an 
explanation of the course which he had been obliged to pursue 
towards those who amid change and misfortune, had still 
remained loyal to the government of New York, it must he 
admitted that his language, though strictly true, was neither 
encouraging nor satisfactory. 

"From the whole of my conduct respecting the controversy 
hetweeti the government of this state and its subjects on the 
'Grants,' v wrote he, " you must be persuaded of my sincere 
wishes and disposition to afford you every possible aid and 
support, though at the same time you can easily conceive that 
in our present condition, when every effort and attention is 
requisite to defend the remaining part, of the state from being 
wholly mined by the common enemy, it is not in my power 
positively to stipulate that any body of troops or militia shall 
march for your defence, should the usurped government of 
Vermont attempt to compel you by force of arms to submit to 
their jurisdiction. In being thus explicit with you, I would 
wish not to be -understood as discouraging you in your opposi- 
tion to the usurpation, for you may be assured that however 
the distresses we have experienced, and are still subject to from 
the war, may at present prevent lis from employing the forces 
of the state in vindication of our rights, yet I have no reason to 
believe that the Legislature will ever relinquish their just claim 
to the territory in question, unless impelled thereto by the 
most inevitable necessity ; neither do I think it probable, from 
the latest accounts 1 have received, that Congress will ever 
decide in favor of the pretensions of Vermont to independency, 

it/it/ r<tnth>i' ///</'/. v v /,/,- fn <!■■■!.!<•• ,<Lo, fh'tt tf" r< /"v Hal. 

j>,<>sj>,<-f ,,f th. 'if tl ■'<<!'< i<<j ni <</ The truth is. that 

the evidence in support of our claim to the jurisdiction of the 
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country, is so full and conclusive tliat there is no possibility of 
withholding a conviction from it; and although there may be 
individuals in Congress who, from motives of interest and policy, 
would wish to contract our limits, yet it is highly improbable 
that they will ever be able to influence Congress to make a 
decision favorable to their views, and especially as it is not 
submitted to Congress to determine arbitrarily, whether the 
'Grants' shall be a separate, independent state, but only to 
make a judicial adjudication, on evidence, relative to the 
boundary of this state ; nor have they by the confederation, 
power to create a new state. 

''These matters you may rely on, notwithstanding the asser- 
tions of Mr. Tichenor and the other leaders of the revolt, and 
who, to countenance their assertions, may produce reports of 
committees which were introduced into Congress, not in expec- 
tation that they ever would be adopted, but solely with a view 
to keep the spirit of defection alive, and to counteract the endea- 
vors of this state for the re-establishment of its jurisdiction by 
pacific, conciliatory measures. 

"Congress, as I observed in a former letter to yon, have 
expressly prohibited these people from the exercise of any 
authority over you, and have enjoined a similar prohibition on 
us with respect of persons who dispute our jurisdiction. This 
prohibition is, net repealed by any subsequent act of Congress, 
and ought, therefore, to be observed by both parties, and you 
are sensible we have in every instance strictly observed the 
recommendation on our part, and should the usurped govern- 
ment of Vermont attempt to enforce their jurisdiction over 
you, by having recourse to compulsory, violent measures, your 
own prudence ami virtue will dictate the mode ami measure of 
opposition. The faith and honor of Congress while you conduct 
yourselves agreeable to their recommendation is concerned for 
your protection, and I now renew to you my assurances of every 
aid which may be in my power to afford you. Your interest 
and happiness are deeply concerned in the event of this contro- 
versy, and the success of it depends much on your zeal and pru- 
dence, on which I place great reliance.'"* 

On the return of the messenger, the views of Governor Clin- 
ton were disclosed to all the principal leaders of the opposition. 
Efforts were now made to concentrate the strength of tho-e who 

* <;<s>rg^ Clinton Paper* in X. V. Stat,- t.ib., vol xvi. doc*. »<",7l>, l^.So. 
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were unfriendly to 1 lie jurisdieti f Vermont. The ki mode 

and measure'" of the ecsi-tance which was to lie t-nipl" »vlmI. had 
been left to the "prudence ami virtue" of those who still con- 
tinued loyal to New York ; but so unpleasant had their situation 
become, that the few plans which they arranged partook more of 
the spirit of re venire, than of a desire to defend themselves from 
the further imposition of the taxes and decrees emanating from 
Vermont. They openly declared that they expected a-si-tance 
from New York, and that there would be "terrible times." 
should a force from the other side of the mountain- be sent to 
oppose them. On one occasion, when they were assembled to 
con.-ult upon the adoption of measures for defence, a proposition 
wa~ made that a vote should be taken for the purpose of ascer- 
taining the number of tho-c who were willing to "disannul all 
the authority of Vermont." Tlii< method of expressing a deter- 
mination «n important not being deemed siitHeieiitly demonstra- 
tive by those who were most violent in their antipathy to the 
new state, a pled ire was .substituted in place of the vote, and 
the majority of those present bound themselves to "oppose the 
state of Vermont even to blood." Some, who desired to render 
the pledge more binding, at the close of the meeting formed a 
ring on the green which fronted the building in which they had 
been assembled, and renewed and continued the pledge in a 
.solemn and imposing manner. Aware that preparations were 
on foot to withstand any attempts that might be made to enforce 
the laws of Vermont, Ira Allen was sent to I5rattlcboroiigh and 
Guilford on the 14th of August, with directions to "observe the 
motions of the people" who were favorable to New York, in 
order that Governor Chittenden might determine upon the 
proper time to carry into etl'eel the act of the Legislature con- 
cerning' conspiracies which had been passed with special refer- 
ence to the present condition of the southern section of Wind- 
ham county. Scarcely had he accomplished the object of his 
journey, when an event occurred which proved that the new 
government could not be too active in its intended operations. 

In a Justice's court in Windham county, organized by au- 
thority derived from the laws of Vermont, and held by John 
Uridgmau. judgment had been rendered, on the I'IMh of July, 
against Timothy Church of lirattleboroiigh, at the suit of (lei- 
phom Orvis. A wrii of execution was accordingly is- -tied on (he 
8th of August, and Jonathan limit, the high sheriff of the coun- 
ty by appointment of Vermont, was directed to levy on the 
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goods of said Church, ami in case of a deficiency to commit him 
to prison. Church, being a Yorker, did not recognize the 
authority or* Vermont and determined to resist it. On the l-'2d 
of August, the sheriff waited on Church and made his demand. 
Church refused to satisfy it. and declared that nothing should 
lie taken off his. farm unless the sheriff should prove the "stouter'' 
man of the two. The sheriff ihen approached Church and 
claimed him as his prisoner. Jiy this time, there had assembled 
at Church's dwelling a number of his friends, who had resolved 
that he should not be taken unless by a voluntary submission. 
"When the sheriff endeavored with the help of some of his assist- 
ants to drag Church from the house, the latter resisted and 
plainly told the sheriff that he would not go. In the further 
exercise of his authority, the sheriff commanded Joseph Cham- 
berlain. Joseph Whipple, and Jonathan Church, to aid him. 

lie is not agoing to take Church, my word for it," said Cham- 
berlain to his companions, and. before the sheriff could secure 
his prisoner, the three Yorkers whom he had ordered to assist, 
him, had blocked up the door-way and released Church from 
the grasp of the law. Content to await the time when the civil 
should be supported by the military arm, the sheritf and his 
assistants departed, not at all displeased that the resistance 
with which they had met, was to furnish them with a most po- 
tent argument in pursuing the course upon which the state 
had already determined. 

On the 2Kt of June, the time of the passage of the act for the 
u punishment of conspiracies," another act had been adopted, by 
which authority was given to the Coventor as Captain < icncral, 
to direct any officer in the state to raise men, and employ them 
in assisting the sheriffs, in their respective counties, in the per- 
formance of their duties. l*y the same act. the Commissary - 
( icneral was authorized to furnish the nu n so raised with the ne- 
cessary stores. Having been foiled in his attempts to enforce the 
laws of the state, the sheriff of Windham county made applica- 
tion for a military force to support him. At a meeting of the 
Council, held on the 2!Mh of August, his application was pre- 
sented, and a resolution was passed recommending toOoveruor 
Chittenden "t» raise one hundred and ti fry men as volunteers" 
within Col. Kbetiezer Walbridgc's regiment on the wes? side of 
the mountains for the purpose of aiding the civil authority of 
the state in "Windham county. The (Jovernor was also reipirst- 
ed to place the volunteer troops, and all others which should he 
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raised for this service, in the command of Ptig.-f len. Kthan Al- 
h'M. On tin- :M of September, the Governor, wilting to employ 
efficient means (o <ptell the insubordination of J he Yorkers, em- 
powered Kthan Allen to raise two hundred ami fifty men ; one hun- 
dred and tiftv in Walbridge's regiment, and one hundred in the 
regiment commanded hy Col. Ira Allen, and to march them into 
"Windham county, as a j'vw wwitafti* tor the assistance of the 
civil authority, Consultations were now hehl ; ammunition and 
provisions were collected; the order of march was settled ; and 
messengers riding post, hetween Pennington and Prattlcbo- 
rough, kept the friends of Vermont on hoth sides of the moun- 
tains informed as to the measures which were then in progress. 
Precautions were also taken that the plans of the Ycrmonters 
should he kept secret. Guards were placed on the several roads 
cro-sing the mountains, who detained all persons going east- 
ward with the exception of the messengers. So effective was 
this vigilance, that the Yorkers were only apprised hy faint, 
and uncertain rumors, of the events which were so soon to 
happen. 

A week had passed since Kthan Allen had heeti placed in 
command of the troops, and the preparations which he and his 
associates had heen making were now completed. On the even- 
ing of Sunday the Sth of September, the various companies from 
the towns in Pennington and Kutlaud counties, hegan to collect 
at Pennington, which place had heen selected as a rendezvous 
for the troops. Portions of the regiments of ( Lionels Walhridge 
and Allen had volunteered their services on behalf of the state, 
and although the force was not as large as that which Governor 
Chittenden had wished to raise, its appearance was in no mea- 
sure contemptible. Long before sunrise on Monday the !>th, the 
whole party numbering about two hundred men. mounted, and 
under the command of Kthan Allen, were under full march 
towards the seat of conflict. On reaching Marlborough, Ira 
Allen, with a force of* twenty men, was dispatched to arrest 
Timothy Phelps who resided in that town, while the rest of the 
company pushed forward to engage in exploits of e<jual daring. 

Peing a warm friend and hearty supporter of the jurisdiction 
of New York, Timothy Phelps had for a long time heen regard- 
ed with especial hatred by the Ycrmonters. His late accept- 
ance of the office of high sheriff* of Cumberland county had not 
tended to lessen this impression, and the violence of his temper 
had rendered him, in the opinion of his opponents, as much an 
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object of fear as of dislike. Already had one officer acting 
under Vermont experienced the unpleasant effects of liis rage, 
and felt the force of his nerved and steady arm. 'Hie circum- 
stance was on this wise. One morning as Mr. Phelps, pitch- 
fork in hand, was feeding his oxen, a constable with a few 
attendant!" appeared, made proclamation that he should distrain 
the oxen for taxes, and proceeded to drive them off'. Deter- 
mined not to submit without a struggle, to a power which he 
scorned to recognize, Phelps placed himself hefore the oxen, 
armed with his pitchfork, and ordered the constahle to desist 
at his peril. To this command the constahle paid no attention, 
hut persisted in his attempt to take the cattle. Enraged at this 
conduct. Phelps raised his fork, and, swinging it with good 
effect, laid the officer senseless -on the ground. Seeing their 
leader fall, the assistants fled, while Phelps after securing his 
property went ahout his business, leaving the discomfited con- 
stahle to depart at his leisure. 

Such was the man whom Ira Allen was now seeking to 
encounter. Desirous of availing himself of everv means which 
would increase his chance of success, he determined to secure 
the co-operation of some of the residents of the town, and for 
this purpose waited on Col. William Williams, and explained 
to him the cause of his visit. This gentleman, remarkable for 
manly beauty, elegance of form, and agreeableiiess of manners, 
was also distinguished for his bravery and enterprise, and had 
been more active and useful in the settlement of the town than 
any of his contemporaries. At the battle of .Bennington, he had 
distinguished himself at the head of his regiment, and was now 
an open and avowed supporter of the government of Vermont. 
His pleasant residence, built upon an eminence west of Mill 
brook, was in full view of the dwelling of Mr. Phelps, between 
whose family and his own, notwithstanding the difference in 
their political opinions, an intimacy existed which had not yet 
been embittered by jealousy or distrust, lie was now called 
on as a citizen of the state to assist in the execution of its laws, 
ami he could not consistently with loyalty or honor refuse to 
obey the summons. 

In accordance with her usual custom on this day, sacred to 
the rites of the wash-tub and the pounding barrel, Mrs. Phelps 
with three attendants, namely, a maid-servant, a little flaxen- 
haired alms-house boy about ten years of aire, named Caleb 
Pond — who then, as in alter life, manifested that prudence, 
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keenness, artifice, ami tact, which were the hasis of his success 
in whaU-ver work lie engaged - -and her son Joiin. had repaired 
to a little arhor near the t- Hiliuir of Mill hrook, for the purpose 
of " doing up the weekly washing.'' She had hardly got wi ll 
into the suds when her attention was attracted hy the tramp of 
feet, and looking up from her Work she saw, splashing into the 
ford-way. more than forty armed men, (for the party had heen 
donhled since it entered Marlhoroughj all mounted, with swords 
glittering in the sunlight, piloted and conducted — as she no- 
ticed with sorrow and surprise — hy her old friend and neighhor 
Colonel "Williams. As soon as they had reachefl the sj»ot where 
she was stationed, with the spirit of a nohle woman whose 
privacy had heen invaded, and with an air as undaunted as that 
of a hero, she stepped forward and said: "Colonel Williams, 
you grieve and amaze me. I had not expected such meanness 
and treachery from a friend like you." "With these words, and 
without waiting to hear the apology which "Williams was striv- 
ing to stammer out, she took her son hy the hand, and having 
ordered her maid to run on, proceeded with quickened step 
towards her residence a quarter of a mile distant. Meantime 
the attentive little flaxen-haired youth, having, as if hy instinct, 
snuffed the ohject of this warlike movement, hetook himself 
off with greyhound speed, in the same direction, hut hy another 
route. Favored hy the cover of a grove of poplars, he suc- 
ceeded in reaching the house without attracting attention, and 
warned his master of the danger which threatened. Xo second 
intimation was needed, and in a few minutes Phelps had gained 
a place of concealment, as satisfactory to himself as it was diffi- 
cult of defection hy his pursuers. 

Crestfallen and ashamed, Williams had disappeared hy some 
ohscure pathway, leaving Alien and his company to act as their 
own guides. Arriving at their destination, the gallant horse- 
men wheeled in great military display, and having ridden 
around the house two or three times, dismounted, forced the 
door, and went in. Mrs. Phelps, who with her son had ap- 
proached hy a shorter route, entered her dwelling a few 
moments later, to find it tilled hy the soldiers whom she had 
encountered at the hrook. "Cowardly miscreants!" she ex- 
claimed, as she glared upon them with a look of scornful con- 
tempt. A volley <»f angry eloquence followed this tierce hegi li- 
ning, and ihe downea-t looks and uneasy movements of the party 
showed hut too plainly how poorly they were prepared to hear 
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the t mints of a justly enraged woman. Many of" them were 
gentlemen of true spirit, yet on tliis novel occasion, generous 
anil gallant though they might be, they were perplexed to know 
how to act. Wishing to end their unpleasant task as speedily 
as possible, they desired Mrs. Phelps to eonduct them to her 
husband. Her reply was a refusal to gratify their wishes, and 
a defiance of their power. Enraged at their persistence in 
searching and inquiring for Mr. Phelps, his loyal wife endea- 
vored to drive them from the house. Armed with a large 
kitchen lire-shovel, she warned them to leave, in a firm though 
stormy and indignant manner. With her little boy at her apron 
strings, she pursued her unwelcome visitors not only with fierce 
looks, but with quickened steps and threatening gestures. At 
one time one might have seen them dodging into a corner, as if 
to escape an impending blow; at another, endeavoring to pro- 
voke a laugh by some affected attempt at wit. Put such a 
scene could not long continue. Her opponents were men whoso 
los>ons in the school of humanity had not tended to make them 
proficients in the employment in which they were now engaged, 
or taught them to make war on a defenceless woman, or ruth- 
lessly break the door of her private chamber. The affair had 
by degrees a-sumed a farcical aspect. A smile was seen on this 
face and a smile on that. Pleasant expressions of countenance 
multiplied in all directions. A laugh followed — a general laugh, 
in which not only the brave soldiers, but the heroic woman and 
her little boy al! joined. Good feeling was restored, and then 
the party were told by Mrs. Phelps in a solemn manner, that 
her husband was not. in the house. Satisfied with this state- 
ment, which was true, they apologized for the conduct which 
they had been obliged to exhibit, and departed with words of 
courtesy and respect. 

Although Phelps had escaped the present danger, through 
the interference of his wife, yet his prudence did not avail to 
protect him from the search of his pursuers. Whether a guard 
was set to watch for his appearance, or whether, as is most 
likely, he chose to suffer with his friends, and with this design 
showed himself in public, does not plainly appear. Before the 
day had dosed he was a prisoner in the hands of the Yerniont- 
ers. The circumstances of his capture rest partly on tradition. 
As F.than Allen approached him, Phelps in a loud voice 
announced himself as the high sheriff of Cumberland county, 
bade Allen go about his business, denounced his conduct and 



Digitized by Google 



444 IJISTOKY OF KASTKKN VKKMoNT. [17*2. 

that of his men as riotous, ami ordered the military to disperse. 
With his Usual roughness, Allen knocked the hut from the head 
of the doughty sheriff, ordered his attendants to " take the d— <1 
ra>cal oil'." and galloped away to superintend the operations of 
other portions of his forces. 

Siuee morning the strength of the Vermonters had been con- 
siderably augmented hy the militia of Windham county. Cap- 
tain Warren of Marlborough had Wrought twenty-seven men 
into service ; Captain Duncan of Dumnierstoii eighty-three ; 
Captain Wheeler of Wilmington forty-six; Lieutenant Moor of 
Cumberland twenty; and another officer twenty. By these 
additions from the brigade of Brig. -Gen. Samuel Fletcher, who 
commanded in person, and who was supported by Col. Stephen 
'11. Bradley, Lieut.-Col. Charles Kathan, and Adj. Klkanah Day, 
the Verinouters were able to present a force of four hundred 
men, ready to act as should best serve the purposes and welfare 
of the state. Detachments had been sent into the towns of Brat- 
tleborough, Halifax, and Guilford. In the latter place, Ethan 
Allen towards the close of the day awaited the arrival of prisoners 
. from the neighboring towns. Col. Walbridge, who, with a party 
of men, had been sent into Halifax, succeeded in arresting Maj. 
William Shattuck,( apt. Thomas Baker, and Ensign David Lamb, 
three of the leading Yorkers in that town, and conducted them 
under a strong guard to head-<piurters. In Guilford, Maj. Henry 
Evans and a number of others were taken, and although resist- 
ance was offered, yet the Vermonters: were not only too nume- 
rous, but were also too free in the Use of powder and ball to be 
overcome by their surprised and unarmed opponents. 

In the evening, with the view of reaching Brattleborough 
that night, Ethan Allen, with his troops and prisoners, left Guil- 
ford. Meantime the Guilforditcs had assembled, with a deter- 
mination to defend their lives and property, and to the number 
of forty-six had stationed themselves by the side of the road over 
which the Verinouters were to pass. As the latter came in 
sight, they were received by a volley from which they were glad 
to retire with all the speed which they could command from 
their jaded horses. Having reached a place of security, a con- 
sultation was held, and proposition-, of a savage nature were 
discussed during the half hour they were in conclave. Some 
demanded of their leader that a prisoner should be sacrificed for 
each one of his men who should be killed bv the Yorkers, while 
others advocated the observance of the common rides of war- 
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fare. A ware of the power of his presence, ami of the terror which 
lie was able to inspire in others, Allen again placed himself at 
the head of his men, and having ordered that mercy should be 
shown to no one who should offer resistance, returned on foot to 
Guilford. lie advanced without molestation, and on reaching 
the town made proclamation to the people in these words : — 
'* I, Ethan Allen, do declare that I will give no quarter to the 
man, woman, or child who shall oppose me, and unless the 
inhabitants of Guilford peacefully submit to the authority of 
Vermont, I swear that I will lay it as desolate as Sodom and 
Gomorrah, by God." "Words like these uttered by one whose 
name was a terror, and supported by men enraged and resolute, 
could not be disregarded with impunity. No sooner did the 
attaek beirin than the terrified Guilfordites fled in the utmost 
confusion, leaving behind them neither the dead, the dying, 
nor the wounded — leaving nothing but the remembrance of 
their presence and the prints of their retreating footsteps. Allen 
and his detachment, satisfied with their victory, were allowed 
to make their journey to Brattleborough without further moles- 
tation. 

( hi reaching this place, the party was augmented by the do 
tachments which had been sent in pursuit of offenders, and by 
a number of prisoners. Among the latter was Timothy Church, 
Lieut. -Colonel Commandant by appointment of Governor Clin- 
ton, of the militia in Cumberland county. On the 10th, tho 
prisoners set out under a strong guard for "Westminster. To 
ensure protection to his men, general orders were given by 
Ethan Allen to kill without quarter any person who should fire 
upon the troops ; and the greatest precaution was taken to pre- 
vent a rescue on the part of the Yorkers. As soon as the irrup- 
tion of Allen and his troops became known, many of the mili- 
tary companies in the county immediately marched to his aid, 
and placed themselves at his service. The militia of the west 
parish of "Westminster, though regularly organized, were for 
some time in doubt as to the course they ought to take. True 
to the cause of Vermont, they were still unwilling to assist in 
disturbing their neighbors, who differed from them on the 
question of jurisdiction. But on the morning of Tuesday the 
10th, although their captain. Deacon Ephraim Ranney, refused 
to had them, they concluded to wait on Gen. Allen, and with 
this intention were advancing towards Hrattleborough, when, 
on the "edge of Dummerstoif they met him and his forces. 
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Turning about they joined his retinue and accompanied liini t<> 
Westminster where thf prisoners, twenty in number, were lodg- 
e<[ in the jail wliieh was guarded by a strong force. 

Though deprived of their liberty, the captives were not 
retrained in the use of the tongue. Phelps deetarei], that as 
sheriff of Cumberland county he had a right to command the 
jail, but (lie assertion hud no perceptible effect, cither on .loiia- 
than Hunt the sheriff of Windham county or on George Foot 
the jailer. " Vou have Used us well," said Church to the guards, 
''and I ex]>ect soon to have you confined, and I will treat you 
likewise. To-morrow morning, by nine or ten o'clock, you shall 
be here in our stead, and we will be walking about."' Evans 
entertained the same opinion; and they all announced with con- 
fidence the speedy arrival of a force front New York which 
would release them from prison, and punish the mob for their 
insolent and seditious behavior. 

Hut their predictions, with whatever sincerity they might 
have been uttered, were not to be fulfilled. On the I 1th. a 
special term of the Superior court was commenced at West- 
minster. The bench wa> occupied by Moses Kobiiison, the 
chief judge, and by Dr. Jonas Fay. John Fassett. and Paul 
Spooner, side judges. Stephen How l'radlcy appeared as 
the state's attorney, and William (build as clerk. A grand 
jury was drawn of which William Simonds was foreman, 
and the court was declared duly organized. In the means 
which had been employed to arrest the obnoxious Yorkers, lit- 
tle attention had been paid to legal forms, and the civil had 
been almost wholly superseded by the military arm. Fortius 
reason great care was now taken that all omissions should be 
supplied, lest the disregard of laws and statutes which had been 
manifested should be quoted as a precedent on some future 
occasion. The principal offenders were first brought to trial. 
The presentment made by the grand jury, contained charges 
again*! Timothy Church, William Shattuck. Henry Evans, Ti- 
mothy Phelps and Charles Phelps. In the quaint, but emphatic 
language of the old forms, '-not having (tod before their eves, 
but being moved and seduced by the instigation of the Devil," 
it was asserted that, on the 1st of August preceding, at Guilford, 
and on other occasions, hoth before and after that time, they 
did '* with force and anus treucherouslv and perfidiously con- 
spire an invasion, insurrection, and public rebellion again-t this 
state, by their treacherously assembling together, consulting and 
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advising together of the means to destroy the constitution of this 
flute, unci subvert the freedom and independence of the go 
verunieiit thereof.'' It was also charged, that in order to accom- 
plish these ends, and to bring the governnient into the hands of 
the people of the state of New York, they had written letters 
and sent messengers to Governor George Clinton, calculated to 
incite him to invade the state of Vermont ; and that they had 
often met for the purpose of imprisoning the freemen of the 
state, and withstanding its lawful authority. Strenuous efforts 
had been made to arrest Charles Phelps, whose name was 
included in this indictment, hut he had succeeded in eluding 
the vigilance of the militia. All the others against whom 
charges were found were called to the bar, and being put to 
plead, pleaded not guilty, and for trial u threw themselves on 
the country." A jury was accordingly empanelled and the 
trial began. 

In support of the charges alleged, fifteen witnesses appeared 
who testified to the seditious behavior of the accused both in word 
and act, on many occasions during the preceding six months. 
It was shown that Church had refused to submit to an execu- 
tion which had been levied upon his property (or, in case this 
could not be seized upon, himself), and, that he, with the aid of 
his friends, had resided and repulsed the sheriff when he 
endeavored to arrest him; that he bad received the civil and 
military commission papers which had been sent from New 
York, and had distributed them as directed; that he had 
always been at the committee meetings of the Yorkers, and had 
encouraged the people to opposition by asserting that Gov. 
Clinton had engaged to send an armed force into the county, 
and by adding his opinion that the Governor would be as good 
as his word. Jiut it also appeared that he had distrusted the 
issue of the cause in which he was engaged, tor he had once 
stated that, if the Yorkers could not carry their points, he would 
submit to the government of Vermont. It was proved that 
Shattuck, when starting for New York early in the summer, 
had boasted that he should obtain assistance from government, 
and would "drive the matter warmly " when he returned; that 
he had counselled the people to continue their opposition to 
Vermont; had declared that he would do all that, he could 
both in public and private to oppose the state ; and had verified 
this declaration by his acts. The testimony concerning Kvjiiis 
chowed that he hud often avowed his determination to with- 
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stand the jurisdiction of Vermont oven " unto blood." and to 
use his ow n words, had declared his readiness " to try it on " 
whenever the Vertnontcrs should see lit to tight ; that, he had 
resisted Vermont constables; hud assisted in rescuing property 
that had been lawfully seized by the sheritl'; and hud expressed 
his hatred of the new state and its officers in the most violent 
and seditious terms. Evidence was also adduced, proving that 
Timothy Phelps, in the capacity of high sheritl' of Cumberland 
county by appointment of New York, had often said that he 
would execute warrants at the risk of his life ;" that he had 
even endeavored to seize a Vermont constable, and had in one 
instance arrested a man, conveyed him to his (Phelps's) house, and 
there kept him under guard until he was retaken by his friends. 

Such was the nature of the testimony introduced by the pro- 
secuting attorney. It docs not appear that any attempt was 
made by the defendants to disprove the statements of the 
opposing witnesses, and in this condition the cases were left 
with the jury. By their verdict the delinquents were found 
"guilty of the facts charged in the indictment. v The court 
therefore gave judgment "that Timothy Church. "William 
Shattuck. Henry Evans and Timothy Phelps be each of them 
taken from the bar of this court back to the common gaol of 
this county, there to remain in close imprisonment until the 
4th day of October next ; and that they be then taken by the 
sheriff of the said county from the said common gaol and car- 
ried without the limits of this state ; and that they be then and 
there forever banished from this state, not to return thereto 
on penalty of death; and that all their goods, chattels, and 
estates be condemned, seized and sold, as forfeited to the use of 
this state." The first part of this sentence was immediately 
carried into execution, and the prisoners were con lined in the 
jail rooms on the lower floor in the north part of the building in 
which the court were convened. Attachments were also issued, 
and officers were dispatched to take the property of the crimi- 
nals. Of the effects of Shattuck, a constable made return that 
he had attached "about eighty acres of land in Halifax, with 
the buildings thereon standing; about ten tons of hay; a small 
quantity of rye in sheaf; a considerable quantity of llax spread 
on the ground; and about two or three acres of Indian com 
standing on the ground." In the words of Timothy Phelps, 
" all his goods were sold, except his wife's apparel, the bids, 
and one cow." The estates of the others were taken in like 



Digitized by Google 



17S-2.] PROCEEDINGS AGAIN8T CHABLE6 PHELPS. 449 

manner, and the proceeds of the soles which followed, were 
appropriated to tile use of the state. 

Although Kthan Allen and his men had failed in their attempt 
to arrest Charles Phelps, another effort, instigated by the state's 
attorney, was made to take him. In the complaint presented 
to the court in this case, charges similar to those which had 
been brought against the other offenders were preferred. In 
addition to these it was stated that Phelps had brought into the 
state of Vermont, u a setlmous noel. tending to stir up a ]>ublie 
rebellion that he had written, printed, and published abroad, 
"a seditious libel, with a manifest intent, wittingly and design- 
edly to raise an insurrection and public rebellion" against the 
state; and that there was the highest reason to believe that 
there were in his possession " a number of books, writings, and 
manuscripts," whose tendency was to weaken and* destroy the 
government and constitution as established. A warrant for his 
arrest, and for the seizure of his books, was accordingly issued. 
The search for Phelps was unsuccessful, but his books and 
manuscripts were seized, and having been brought into court 
were retained as confiscated to the state. Such of them as 
were obnoxious were probably destroyed or concealed, and the 
remainder were sold under the hammer.* 

On the 12th a number of the other delinquents were brought to 
trial. Complaint was made against Joseph Chamberlain, 
Joseph "Whipple, and Jonathan Church, who, on the -J-Jd of 
August previous, had rescued Timothy Church from the hands 
of the sheriff as has already been related. Chamberlain was 
adjudged guilty of participating in this act, and was sentenced 

* The library of ( hnrtt* lliclps, wo*, it is supposed, the most valuable in the 
state of Vermont, «t the period to which allusion i* made. The sale of this col- 
lection, enriched ntuny a previously scantily-supplied shelf, l'.ven now the old 
volumes of this uncompromising Yorker, are to he found scattered here and there 
in the farm houses of the descendant* of those who bought them in those troublous 
times Among the works seized by the sheriff, were a number belonging to Mr 
Phelps's son, Solomon. Hy a speeinl order of the , ourt. granted at the session in 
February l< *>3, it appears that "Salkeld's Reports, l vol.. Milton '» Paradise ta.st, 
Tel< moehus. -2 vols., I-T.l Bacon's Kxsays, and such other books as the said solo 
nion Phelps's name is inserted in," were rostor.d to that gentleman. This dis- 
position to make restitution did not long continue. Ity an entry in the Journids 
of the Assembly of Vermont under date of the Mth of October, I7s:i, it appears 
that 'the |>etition of Solomon Phelps representing that n number of his bo..l^ 
Mixed bv order of the Supreme court, urc in the p.^-. s-ion of Stephen U. P.radh-y, 
Fjkj., ana praying an on lerof this House for Uie restoration thereof, - ' was read, 
and dismissed by a resolution 
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to pay a fine of £20, also the costs of prosecution, and to stand 
committed until judgment should he complied with. Of iIiom- 
who had heen engaged at Guilford on the 10th of May pre- 
ceding, in rescuing a cow which had heen taken on execution 
by deputy sheriff Barzillai Rice, Joseph Peck who acted as a 
ringleader on that occasion, was declared guilty of the charges 
preferred against him, and was mulcted in the sum of *:jo and 
costs. Asaph Carpenter, Kdward Carpenter, and Shubacl Jiul- 
lock who had assisted in the rescue, were lined £2<> and costs. 
Stephen Chase who pleaded guilty to the same charge, was 
released on giving bail to the amount of £30, to be forfeited in 
case he should leave town without the order of the court. On 
the following week he was fined £4 and costs.* A present- 
ment was then made by the grand jury charging that Joseph 
Peek, " on the 1st day of July last past, not being a continental 
officer, did accept and hold a commission, not derived from the 
authority of the people of this state, to wit, a commission of 
captain of part of the militia of Guilford, under the authority 
of the people of the state of New York, contrary to the form 
of the statute in such case made and provided, and against the 
peace and dignity of the freemen of the state of Vermont/' 
The charge was not, however, sustained. Peck was declared 
not guilty, but was obliged to discharge the costs of prosecution. 
This failure to prove the accusation, arose from an error in the 
indictment. It was charged that he held a captaincy under 
New York, " on or about the 1st day of July last past." His 
commission, on the contrary, bore date the 24th of July, and he 
did not receive it until the beginning of August. Twenty other 
persons were presented by the grand jury as holding commis- 
sions derived from New York, but as many of them had not 
been arrested, it was thought best to delay the prosecution, and 
the cases were for the present reserved. 

The circumstance and result of the irruption of the Vcrmont- 
ers, were early made known to the border residents of New 
Ham|>shire and Massachusetts, and were accompanied with 
earnest and oft-repeated applications from the Yorkers for 
assistance. Some of the inhabitants of Massachusetts were dis- 
posed to grant the desired aid, and letters and messengers were 
dispatched in various directions to ascertain the opinions of 

* In Answer to on application mode by Chose, the 6ne was remitted by a reso- 
lution of the Council of Vermont, paesoJ June 8th, 1785. 
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those with whom rested the power of deciding upon the pro 
priety of interference. One officer wrote to another in these 
words : — " I recommend it to your wise and prudent considera- 
tion, if it be not our duty to recommend it to our officers and 
soldiers to ride up, armed well, to Guilford where they are 
committing those war hostilities." Then, referring to the 
Yorkers, he added : — " You and I arc, with all the United States, 
bound by the confederacy to protect them from all such vio- 
lence." But a sentiment adverse to interference prevailed, 
and Vermont and New York, occupying now a position clearly 
antagonistic, were left to pursue the course which strength or 
policy might dictate. 

Flushed with success, Ethan Allen was unable to restrain his 
blatant boasting and vulgar oaths. Against Clinton, in particu- 
lar, did his wordy rage vent itself in torrents of abuse. "Had 
I but the orders," said he, " I could go to Albany and be head 
monarch in three weeks, and I have a good mind to do it." In 
an interview which he held with Shattuck, he endeavored to 
persuade him to renounce his allegiance to New York, and 
mute with Vermont ; assured him that Congress had no right 
to pass any resolutions respecting Vermont; and employed a 
variety of arguments to show that Congress were in reality 
M illing that Vermont should be a separate state. This latter 
argument was also made use of by the state's attorney. "You 
are deceived by Congress," said he to the prisoners; "you have 
placed your depe ndence upon the hope of obtaining from them 
a decisive resolution favorable to vour desires, and have been 
duped." 

The remainder of the session was occupied in disposing of 
such minor matters as required immediate attention. Knowing 
that the arrest of many of those who had been charged with 
seditions behavior would be attended with great difficulty, the 
court chose to pursue towards them a method more stringent 
even than that which had been already adopted. By a stretch 
of power they resolved on the 13th, to seize and confiscate the 
estates of the Yorkers against whom they held warrants but 
whose persons they could not find. To enforce this resolution, 
Ethan Allen determined to make a new levy, and requested 
Gen. Fletcher to raise in his brigade "two hundred able, effect- 
ive nu-n, eqnipt for war to assist the civil authority in carrying 
into execution" the laws of the state. Of this number, Fletcher 
• lrsired Col. Stephen K. Bradley to raise in his regiment one 
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half, cither '* hy draft or volunteers ;" to supply them with 
tlircc days' provisions; and march them " so a.- to rendezvous at 
Landlord Anus's in JJrattlchorongh on Monday evening next in 
order to advance to (itiilford on Tuesday morning." 

Aided hv a jmh<x< coinid/fujf of such power, the sheriff and his 
assistants* experienced hut little ditHculty, ami no opposition, in 
performing tin- task assigned them. The result of their foray 
was entirely successful. The terrified Yorkers fearing Kthan 
Alh-n "more than the devil" as some, of them declared, fled 
from their farms and dwellings at hit. approach, leaving every- 
thing at the mercy of their opponents. Upon these deserted 
premises the Vermonters entered, taking in the name of the 
state whatever they desired. They drove oft" one hundred and 
fifty head of cattle hesides sheep and hogs unnumhered. They 
took possession of hams well tilled with produce, thrashed out 
the grain and carried it away. They left warrants for those 
whose property they had despoiled, hut wh<»sc persons they had 
not yet taken, and informed them hy message that they would 
he hound for trial or committed to jail should they he once ar- 
rested. On Saturday, the 14th, the court adjourned *iit< dii y 
and the prisoners who had not yet hcen hnmght to trial, and 
Avlio had hcen taken since the session hegan. numherhig thirteen 
in all, were suhsequently marched to Marlhorough there to await 
the further ordered' their captors. 

In order to satisfy the demands of justice, another special ses- 
sion of the court was commenced at Marlhorough, on Tuesday, 
the 17th. On this occasion the indictments were drawn with 
care, and no difficulty was experienced in obtaining a conviction. 
Ilezekiah Broad, Daniel Lynd, Joshua Lynd, and Samuel Me- 
lendy, all of (tuilford, pleaded guilty to the charge of having 
hcen engaged in rescuing a cow from the hands of the deputy 
sheriff on the 10th of May previous. Broad was fined .£1*2; 
Daniel Lynd, £'4; and Mclendy £3. Each was required to dis- 
charge the costs of his suit, and to enter into a recognizance to 
the amount of £50 " to he of good hehavior towards all the good 
and liege suhjects of this state, till the 1st day of Fehruary, 
A. D. 1783." Joshua Lynd was mulcted in the sum of £2 and 
costs. Thomas Baker confessed to the acceptance from the 
state of New York, of a captaincy in the militia company of 
Halifax ; David Lanih to the acceptance of an etisigncy in the 
same organization; Simeon Ferrcl and Isaac Weld to the ac- 
ceptance, the one of an etisigncy and the other of a lieutenancy 
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in the Guilford militia ; and John Alexander to the acceptance 
of a lieutenant's commission in one of the companies of Brattle- 
borough. Baker's fine and costs Mere fixed at £7 15*. t'«7. ? 
those of Lamb, at £7. Weld was fine<l £2 !<»#. and costs. Fer- 
rel* and Alexander were mulcted the one in the sum of £'2, and 
the other in the sum of £'20; both were charged with costs and 
were required to enter into a recognizance of £50 each, to be 
forfeited in ease they should not act with propriety during the 
next four months and a half. Joseph Coleman and Eleazer 
Church charged with disobedience to the laws of the state, gave 
bonds for their good behavior and were acquitted without tine. 

On the 1 0th, the last day of the session, Samuel Ely of Con- 
way, in the county of Hampshire, Massachusetts, but lately a 
resident in the town of Wilmington, Vermont, was brought to the 
liar for trial. A bold, but rash and impetuous man, he had 
served in the battle of Bennington as a volunteer, and being 
connected with no company or regiment had fought without 
the advice or direction of any person. He had been court-mar- 
tialed after the action on account of his singular conduct in 
retaining a large amount of valuable plunder, but hud been 
honorably discharged on proof that he had taken only such arti- 
cles as he had won in his own independent, method of warfare. 
Since that period his restlessness had engaged him in many scenes 
of an unpleasant nature, and had finally resulted in his arrest 
under the laws of Vermont. In the presentment of the state's 
attorney, it Mas charged that the prisoner, "not having Cod 
before his eyes, but being moved and seduced by the instigation 
of the Devil ; and little regarding the laws of this state or the 
penalties in the same contained; and being a pernicious and 
seditious man, and a person of depraved, impious and disquiet 
mind, and of a seditious disposition and conversation; and con- 
triving, practising, and falsely, maliciously, turbulently, and sedi- 
tiously intending the pence and common tranquillity of the free- 
men of the state of Vermont to disquiet, molest, and disturb; 
and to bring his Excellency, Thomas Chittenden, Esq., Gover- 
nor of said state, the Honorable Council and House of Represen- 
tatives (being the general supreme court of justice in the afore- 

• At tJie eoneliuion of tho trial. Wold took the onth of nlteijinncc to Vermont 
iti open ocmrt, My an entry in tlif Council reonnl* of tho stat«\ <1ntc>l W. <1inin- 
-t.-r, Otolx-r IStli. 1TS3, anil signed by Lot Hull, nwiarx jin: tnnporr, it ni>|<enrs 
tluit tlu> fine, «.f W.M an«l Korrcl w.'io rrniittd on that o<ca»ion, ujvon the |>It-a 
of Thomas Oit!«r. 
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Bai<l state of "Vermont,) and the proceedings of the same into 
great lmtred, contempt and .scandal with all the good and faith- 
ful subjects of this state; and the magistrates, judges and jus- 
tices within said state, and the generals, colonels, captains and 
other military officers of this state to scandalize, villity and 
bring into contempt" — in the presentment it was charged that 
the prisoner influenced by these unworthy motives, ami in order 
"•his most wicked contrivances, practices, and intentions afore- 
said to compleat, perfect and render effectual," did on the loth 
of duly preceding, and at other times, " say, assert, affirm and 
pronounce, and with a loud voice did declare these false, mali- 
cious, seditious and opprobrious English words following, that is 
to say : —'The state of Vermont is a damned state, and the act 
for the purpose of raising ten shillings upon every hundred acres 
of land is a cursed act, and they that made it are a cursed body 
of men." " It was also asserted that " in further prosecution of 
his malice" he did publicly declare "that the general or 
supreme court aforesaid were a pack of villains, and that if no 
other pei-son would undertake to overturn or destroy the govern- 
ment of Vermont, he, the said Kly, would do it, and he had got 
that in his pocket which would overset them." In addition to 
these charges it was alleged that he did '"damn the state of 
Vermont and all its officers, and did curse the laws of the same 
as passed by the General Assembly thereof." Such were the 
accusations which the redoubtable Ely was called upon to con- 
front. 

Witnesses from Wilmington testified to the truth of the 
charges, and the jury announced to the court through their 
foreman Jonathan Underwood, their decision that the prisoner 
was guilty of a breach of an act of the state, entitled u An act 
for the punishment of defamation." In conformity with the 
choice vested in the court to punish detainers by fine, imprison- 
ment, disfranchisement or banishment, according to the nature 
of the offence, Ely was ordered to be taken to the guard house 
in Marlborough ; thence, on the morrow to be conveyed to the 
limits of the state; to be then banished and forbidden to return 
until eighteen months from date should have expired, on 
penalty of being imprisoned the same length of time. 

With this trial ended the first resolute attempt of the govern- 
ment of Vermont to enforce obedience to the laws of the state 
by the civil and military arm combined. The proceedings 
attendant upon this manifestation, were, in some instances, 
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unnecessarily severe and cruel. Many of the prisoners during 
their confinement at Westminster and Marlborough, suffered 
severely from want of food and other necessaries. Two of them, 
during eleven days' imprisonment, were allowed but four meals 
of victuals by their guards. Ethan Allen himself acknowledged, 
that the method which had been pursued by him was " a 
savage way to support government." At the same time he 
declared that he could not have carried his point in any other 
manner. Satisfied with tho policy that had induced these acts, 
he and his friends exchanged congratulations at the part they 
had taken in the Guilford war, and made known their determi- 
nation to present to Congress a full report of their doings.* 

» MS. Record* of Superior court of Vt, Sept. 1782. MS. Depositions. Laws 
of Vt Various MS. Testimony, Letters, Affidavits, etc. Thompson * Gazetteer, r . 
US. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

ATTEMPTS TO OBTAIN Tnii INTERKEKKNCK OF COXGKESS. 

Charle* Phelps and .Joel Bigclow repair to Ponghkeepsie — Public ami pri vnto letter* 
of (lov. Clinton to the New York delegates in Congress — Clinton to liigelow — 
New York delegates to Clinton — Impositions of Yorkers — C. Phelps proceed* 

to Philadelphia— Church, Shattuck, Evan*, and T. I'heljw— Stat etit of 

grievances by the New York adherent* — Shattuck and Evan* with Gov. 
Clinton — C. Phelps before Congress — Shattuck and Kvans visit Philadelphia — 
Action of Cong res* — Persistence of C Phelps — Congressional resolves — Insti- 
tution of Shattuck. Evans, and C. l'hclpa— Resolutions of the 5th of Keeeiuber 
— Further option »f Congress — ll«v. Clinton t" the convention of committee* — 
Strife between the Yorkers nnd Vernionters — Proposal for 11 temporary sitllo- 
uient of difticultios— -John Bridgman taken, and released on parole — Governor 
Chittenden's letter about the Yorker* — Iteport that Col. Church was to be 
hanged— Ktfeet of tho resolves of the .'>th of December — Correspondence 
between the Yorkers and Gov. Clinton — Letter from Governor Chittenden to 
the President of Congress— Remonstrance of the General Assembly of Yeruiont 
to Congress. 

O.v the 1 1th of September, the day on which the trials of the 
prisoners taken by Ethan Allen commenced at. Westminster, 
a number of the citizens of New York, in Cumberland county 
constituted Charles Phelps their agent to vi>tt Governor Clin- 
ton, to repair to Congress, and to act for them in matters per- 
taining to the controversy, " as he in his prudence and discre- 
tion," should think proper. Knowing that a warrant had 
been issued for his arrest, and that the militia were endeavoring 
to take him, Phelps strove to avoid their vigilance and ulti- 
mately succeeded. Though desirous of visiting his family 
before proceeding on his mission, he was obliged to leave with- 
out seeing tliem. While on the road and before he had left 
the state, he Avas pursued by eight or ten men for several 
miles, but fortunately escaped. Having obtained a supply <>f 
clothing from his friends in lladley, he made the best of his 
way to Poughkeepsie. On the same day .Toel Bigelow, of 
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Guilford, left for the mine, place, for the purpose of acquainting 
( Jovernor Clinton with the late proceedings?. Travelling with 
greater expedition than Phelps, lie reached Dutchess county 
before him, and, on the loth of September, made a deposition 
before Justice Melancton Smith, concerning the conduct of 
the Vermonters, and the maimer in which they had been 
received by the Yorkers. This deposition was immediately 
transmitted to the delegates in Congress from New York, with 
a request that it might he communicated to Congress as soon 
as possible, inasmuch as it clearly evinced the necessity of a 
speedy determination of the boundary dispute, or at least of an 
interference which should preserve the public peace until the 
controversy could be finally decided.* 

In a letter dated the loth of September, and accompanying 
the deposition, Governor Clinton announced it as a fact, 41 un- 
deniably true." that the government of New York and its 
subjects on the ''Grants," had strictly adhered to the recom- 
mendation of Congress " in abstaining from the exercise of any 
authority over persons professing subjection to the pretended 
stale of Vermont." lie detailed the advice which he was 
about to transmit to his oppressed fellow-citizens in Cumber- 
laud county ; referred in a pointed manner to what he deemed 
the duty of Congress ; and concluded in these words : — " From 
the spirit and determination of the inhabitants of several towns 
on the east side of the mountains who have resolved to experience 
every inconvenience rather than swerve from their duty and 
allegiance to the state [of New York], until Congress declares 
the ' Grants' not to be comprehended within our boundaries, I 
am induced to believe this [outrage] will lead to more serious 
consequences for which, however, 1 do not consider either the 
state or myself responsible." In a supplementary note of a 
private nature, the Governor requested the delegates, " without 
mentioning this intimation," to read his communication 
publiclv in Congress when the deposition should be introduced. 
" In a letter to you," he observed in explanation, 4 - 1 can use a 
freedom which in an address immediately to Congress might be 
conceived rather derogatory to their dignity .... I feel the 
honor of the slate and myself hurt, that my repeated applica- 
tions to them for a decision of the controversy have been not. 
only ineffectual but even unnoticed. You arc fully sensible of 



* MS. Commission ami Deposition. 
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my situation, and of the condition of the state to assert its 
rights and 1 flatter myself von feel for our unfortunate fellow- 
citizens who are thus exposed to outrage and injury. I have, 
therefore, only to add an earnest request, to use every means 
for inducing Congress to attend to this very important business. 
The unfortunate people who arc now made prisoners by the in- 
surgents, having in every instance religiously adhered to the 
recommendation of Congress, conceive they have a just claiui 
to their protection, and consequently look up to them for a 
speedy and effectual interposition for their relief.*'* 

Having dispatched the letters and deposition to Philadelphia, 
Governor Clinton placed in the hands of Mr. Uigelow a com- 
munication directed to him, and intended for the perusal of the 
unfortunate sufferers by the ''late outrage." The advice which 
lie gave was well in keeping with the character of the man. 
" I would as heretofore," said he, " recommend to our friends, 
still to persevere in the line of conduct pointed out by the 
resolve of Congress, in abstaining from all acts of force or 
violence except when their immediate self-defence shall compel 
them to have recourse to resistance by arms. At the same 
time, should the government of the pretended state continue 
to hold the prisoners in confinement, I Mould then think it 
justifiable and advisable that attempts should be made for their 
release; and if this cannot be effected, then that an equal 
number of the insurgents should be taken and brought to thisf 
or any other place of security in the state, where they can be 
detained as hostages for the security and indemnity of the sub- 
jects of this state whom they have made prisoners of. v + 

The dispatches of Governor Clinton having been received at 
Philadelphia on the 2uth, an attempt wsis made by the New 
York delegates to read them in Congress without, delay, but a 
pressure of business of greater importance rendered this course 
impracticable. The person by whom the papers had been sent 
being apprehensive that his poverty would not permit him to 
tarry long in Philadelphia, left without the information of 
which Clinton had hoped he would be the bearer. Assurances 
were however conveyed to the Governor of the interest which 
others beside himself felt in the result of the late occurrences. 

• George Clinton Popcre, in X. V. State Lib., vol. xvi. docs. 47*1, 47f.2. 
| I'oughkecpsie. 

% Doe Hi*t. X. Y., iv. 1012, loin. Pa\wn n-loting to Vt Controversy, in office 
fsoc SUte N. Y., p. 47. 
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" This new and unexpected violence." wrote the delegates, 
"ottered in direct opposition to the recommendations of Con- 
gress to those peaceable citizens who have always strictly ad- 
hered to the same, and the dangerous consequences which may 
ensue from such evil examples, will, we trust, induce Congress 
immediately to interpose and exert their authority for the relief 
and protection of those unhappy people, our fellow-citizens, now 
made prisoners by a lawless power. Your Excellency may 
rest assured that we shall exert ourselves to the utmost for their 
relief, and that measures may be adopted for the future protec- 
tion of the adherents to our state who reside in that district of 
country.'** 

In order that Governor Clinton might bo fully informed of 
the conduct of the Vermonters, the dci>ositions of Thomas Baker 
and David Lamb, two of the sufferers by the " late outrage," 
were sent to him by Samuel IJixby, the clerk of the New 
York convention of committees. In an accompanying communi- 
cation, dated the 22d, Jiixby stated that the sentence which the 
prisoners had received was contrary to the laws of Vermont, as 
they were not taken under arms, which was the only condition 
on which their conduct was to be adjudged criminal. On this 
point, however, he was at fault, for the particular act under 
which they were arrested, denounced punishment against any 
one who should conspire against the liberty of the state, 
whether with arms or otherwise. He also referred to the 
illegality of the proceedings;, whereby the same tribunal had held 
and swayed both the legislative and the executive power. And 
in this particular his remark was just, for it was by order of 
the court, and not by legislative enactment, that the officers 
were empowered to seize the property of those against whom 
charges had been preferred, when it was ascertained that their 
persons could not be secured. The reply of the New York 
delegates, a part of which has been already recited, was received 
by Governor Clinton on the 27th, and the information which it 
contained was immediately transmitted by him, to the conven- 
tion of Cumberland county. In the few words of advice which 
he added, he, as on former occasions, counselled his friends to 
behave peaceably, and u not to have recourse to violence or 
force," unless the immediate defence of their persons and pro- 
perty should demand the employment of such measures. At 
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the saint* time lie wrote to Jonathan Hunt, who, as sheriff of 
Windham county, hud taken an active part in arresting the 
subjects of .New York, lie reminded him that the proceedings 
in which he had been engaged were in ''direct opposition and 
contempt of the recommendations of Congress/' and warned liim 
ot' the "dangerous consequences'' which would ensue should 
he attempt to execute process against those who refused to obey 
the laws of Vermont.* 

Soon after Governor Clinton hud dispatched the messenger 
to Philadelphia with the information which Uigelow had 
brought from Guilford, Charles Phelps arrived at Poughkcep- 
sie with accounts confirmatory of the reports which had pre- 
ceded him. Here he remained until the messenger returned 
from Philadelphia, when he made known his intention of pay- 
ing a visit to Congress. Conceiving that his presence there 
would be of no service to the cause he was eager to advocate, 
and apprehending he would be " troublesome and perhaps 
burthciisome" to those with whom he would necessarily be 
brought most in contact, GovernorClinton endeavored to dissuade 
him from going. Nothing could change his determination. 
Though the Governor declined writing by him, lest the delegates 
should suppose that his visit was made by the Governor's 
approbation, Phelps departed on the 1st of October, depending 
on his own resources for the assistance he should require. 

In conformity with the sentence that had been passed upon 
them. Church, Shattuck, Evans, and Timothy Phelps were re- 
leased from imprisonment on the 1th of October. They were 
then taken under a strong guard across Connecticut river into 
.New Hampshire, where the sentence of banishment was read 
to them by Samuel Avery, a Vermont deputy sheriff. To this 
the penalty of death was added, provided they should ever 
return. On the 24th, the sheriff of Windham county w:is 
directed by a resolution of the General Assembly, to sell their 
estates as confiscated property, and accept in payment, "due 
bills, pay-table orders, or hard money." lie was also directed 
to sell as much of the estates of those persons who had been 
indicted by the grand jurors of Windham county, as should 

* Soon ufter thu reeeipt of tliii Idler, institrutevl either hy fe;ir or by <louhte 
us t«. the locality of his course. Hunt re-igrifd hi* office. Dr. Klknrmh liny was 
ujipoiutfJ in hi* pints- on tlit- I>",tli of Oc1..1kt. \~ 4 >->. Ms. Accounts. Do.-. IIM„ 
N. V., iv. lnl;;. lull. Cenrge t']iulo:i Pupern, in N. Y. Staff l.ih., vol. xvi. iW. 
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serve to pay the expense of the jxme emnitatu* y and was in- 
structed to »' take tlie advice of the principal men of the county, 
and endeavor to levy such expense in proportion to the crimes 
and abilities officii delinquents." 

During the confinement of the prisoners, the committees of 
J'rattleborough, Guilford, Halifax, and Marlborough, had been 
engaged in preparing a report of the grievances to which they 
bad been subjected by reason of their adherence to the govern- 
ment of New York. This document was full in its details, and 
embraced the discussion of topics relating as well to the con- 
dition of the whole state, as to the condition of Windham and 
Windsor counties. Among other criminations contained in it, 
the General Assembly of Vermont were accused of entering 
into a treaty with the enemies of the United States, without the 
knowledge or consent of the people at large, and, when 
charged with the offence of flatly denying that any such treaty 
had ever been commenced. Announcement was also made of 
Jie current belief that negotiations had been initiated with the 
li itish in Canada, for the purpose of transferring Vermont to 
tie common enemy. The secret policy of the state was con- 
demned. Governor Chittenden's conduct was pronounced 
arbitrary. The acts of the Vermont Legislature were declared 
uniuthorized. Taxes which had been levied for the purpose of 
sujporting the government of Vermont were branded as unjust. 
Tin finances of the state were represented as impoverished in 
condition, ami the officers to whom the duty of collecting 
mon-v had been entrusted were denounced as exacting and 
liea rj ess men. In view of these charges, the committees expressed 
their sentiments in language plain and definite. By a reso- 
lutiouof the Assembly of the state of New York, in October, 
I 7*1, md one of March, 17*2," said they, " it appears that the 
state o! New York are determined to support their jurisdiction 
over tlis territory; and it being our opinion that it was gua- 
ranteed to them in the confederation by the other states, and 
that to Uem we owe our allegiance, we therefore conceive we 
shall lie highly to blame and of course involve ourselves in 
certain run. by resisting or opposing the authority of New 
York, sine* by so doing we shall oppose and resist the authority 
of Congre* and of the thirteen United States, and bring ine- 
vitable desructiou upon ourselves. To avoid these evils, we 
think it ot t indispensable duty to submit ourselves to the 
authority of l he state < f New York." 
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Iii tlic course of this statement of grievances, other actions of 
the government, of Vermont were unsparingly condemned. 
The late legal enactments concerning those who acknowledged 
the jurisdiction of New York, were stigmatized with especial 
bitterness. '"We are of opinion,'' said they, "that the most 
capital of all the proceedings of this old Green Mountain Core,* 
i> their preparing a law especially for a certain set of people — 
who, while this territory was under the jurisdiction of New- 
York, were orderly, good siihjeets to the state of New York, 
and who never before, when that jurisdiction was regularly 
supported here, nor since the setting up of this pretended new 
state, have ever joined the new state, but have ever adhered to 
the state of New York — by which law they have made it 
treason to join any of the other states, or to refuse to adhere to 
the new state of Vermont." Conduct such as this they de- 
nounced as particularly heinous, since Congress had expressly 
ordered that the'rulers of Vermont should exercise no authority 
over any person who was unwilling to acknowledge the juris- 
diction of that state. Continuing in this strain, thev detailed 
the general effects of the treatment they had been compelled to 
undergo, and of the sufferings they had borne in behalf of N»w 
York, and concluded their statements in these words :— " Ve 
conceive there can be no way to ensure peace and prosperity to 
the people of these 'Grants,' but to put an end to their present 
policy and government. Perhaps in some future day it may be 
for the happiness of this part of the country to be made a 
separate jurisdiction, within such bounds and under such 
regulations as the United States in their wisdom shall see lit. 
We think it will be very easy for Congress to point out a way 
in which justice may for the present be done to all tLe con- 
tending ami different claims; but should matters be suffered to 
go on in the course they have now taken, we cannot imagine 
where they will end, unless it be in riots, tumults, disorder, and 
confusion, and most probably in bloodshed among ourselves. "+ 

This statement of the associated committees was eitrusted to 
Majors Shattuck and Evans on the 7th of October, to be by 
them presented to Governor Clinton and the Legislature of 
New York. The two officers reached I'oughkee^sie on the 
14th of October, and were courteously received by the Governor, 

« Corp* 
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who listened with interest and Attention to their representation*;. 
They furnished hini with affidavits in which were embodied a 
full relation of the events which had led to the trial and im- 
prisonment of themselves and friends; a particular state- 
ment of the conduct of Ethan Allen during the " late violent 
proceedings ;" and a few suggestions as to the cause of the ap- 
pearance of the British at the northward and westward. In 
their own defence they stated that they had never " made use 
of any force or violence to compel such of the inhabitants on the 
district called the New Hampshire Grants, who professed 
allegiance to the said usurped government, to renounce their 
allegiance thereto, or to submit to the government or authority 
of the said state of New York ; or by any act of force or 
violence interrupted or prevented the exercise of any authority 
under the said pretended state of Vermont over such persons as 
professed allegiance thereto." Governor Clinton immediately 
notified the information he had received to the New York 
delegates in Congress. In his letter to them, he enclosed 
copies of the papers which had been furnished him by Shattuck 
and Kvans. k *I think they cannot fail," wrote he, referring to 
the depositions, " of making an impression on the minds of 
Congress, not unfavorable to us."* 

Meantime Charles Phelps having readied Philadelphia, was 
busied in detailing his misfortunes to those who he hoped would 
be interested in relieving them. By his own solicitation he 
obtained permission to appear before the committee of Congress 
to whom had been referred the consideration of the troubles in 
Cumberland county, and on the 8th of October, at an evening 
session, was engaged for two or three hours, with very little 
interruption," in recounting the transactions which had been 
the cause of his visit. So important were the affidavits which 
he presented on this occasion, that the committee refused to 
report upon them until they should have been read in Congress. 
To this arrangement Ezra L'llommedieu and James Duane — 
the two New York delegates then in attendance— were obliged 
to submit, although by so doing the presentation of the report 
upon the statements made more than two weeks before Mas 
necessarily deferred. Not content with these efforts, Phelps in 
character of agent for the convention of committees from the 
towns in Vermont loyal to New York, presented a memorial to 
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Congress on tlie 10th, in which lie stated that his constituents 
on the " Grants" had considered themselves protected hy the 
resolutions of Congress passed on the 24th of September, 177!»,aiid 
on the 2d of June, and lor this reason had acted in aeeord- 

ance with those resolutions. He also declared his belief that the 
persons who had been imprisoned for refusing to acknowledge 
the jurisdiction of Vermont would be sent to Canada. In his 
own behalf he prayed that measures might betaken to effect the 
restoration of his property.* 

On the 10th of October -one month from the date of Govern- 
or Clinton's letter to Congress containing a notification of the 
outbreak in Cumberland county — the committee appointed by 
Congress presented their report. At the same time another 
report was proposed as a substitute. These proceedings ended 
in a recommitment of the whole subject. A third report made 
by John liutledge, on the 22d, in which he and his colleagues 
recommended to the people on the " Grants " to abstain from 
all measures calculated to create disturbance, was amended and 
laid aside for further consideration. 

Since their arrival at I'oughkecpsie, Shattuck and Evans had 
remained in the vicinity of that place, hoping to receive 
"accounts of the issue of the controversy on the 'Grants;' and 
that Congress had taken decided measures for the relief of their 
fellow citizens in Cumberland county, and their protection in 
future against the violence of the Vermont, party." Having 
been assured by a letter from Mr. L'Hommedieu of the l'Hh 
of October, that. '* no effectual measures " had been or pro- 
bably would be taken in Congress until the general question 
respecting jurisdiction should be determined, they concluded to 
extend their journey to Philadelphia and there await the event. 
In the letter of introduction which was furnished them by 
Governor Clinton, full approbation was expressed of the course 
tliev had resolved to adopt. u They, with several others, their 
neighbors," wrote the Governor to the New York delegates, 
" are stript of all their property and banished, and under the 
circumstances cannot think of seeing their families till they 
have made every effort for obtaining redress. They have 
determined therefore to go on to Philadelphia, in hopes that 
their presence, and the information they can communicate, may 
assist in bringing about a more speedy settlement of this busi- 
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ness. I have lielped them to a small sum of cash to defray 
their expenses and to prevent their being bnrthensonie to you. 
It is unnecessary to recommend them to your countenance and 
assistance. The causo they are engaged in, gives them the best 
assurance of this."* 

While Governor Clinton exercised especial care to send to 
Philadelphia copies of all the papers concerning the controversy 
which he received, the Xew York delegates never neglected to 
bring his dispatches to the notice of Congress on the earliest 
occasion. ]>y this means the topic of greatest interest to the 
persecuted adherents of New York was kept in continual agita- 
tion. Though Congress were desirous that "internal peace 
should be preserved, as well between the respective members 
of the Union as within each district thereof," and even favored 
the appointment of a day for the tinal disposition of the question 
of jurisdiction, still they were unwilling that any measure should 
be taken in the present emergency tending to prejudice the 
decision of Congress on the general question. To this cause 
must be attributed, in part, the delay with which every propo- 
sition for a thorough examination of the relative position of the 
two parties claiming jurisdiction on the " Grants," was met. 
While sentiments like these were prevailing in the minds of 
many of the delegates, Shattuck and Kvans appeared in Phila- 
delphia, and on the 28th of October laid their petition before 
Congress. In this document they briefly rehearsed the history 
of the difficulties which they had been obliged to encounter ; 
referred to the " fifty persons having families," who had been 
driven from their homes, and who were then "wandering about 
in the utmost distress ;" mentioned the forbearance which the suf- 
ferers had exhibited in refraining from " acts of retaliation and 
asked for aid, and for the restoration of their possessions to those 
who had been deprived of them by the late transactions of the 
people of Vermont. Nor did they scruple to refer to their own 
destitution, and to the immediate inconveniences to which they 
were exposed, on account of a want of money, and of the difficulty 
of supporting themselves in Philadelphia where necessity had 
obliged them to repair for justice. Though but little wa.s to be 
expected from Congress until the general course which they 
were to follow in the controversy should be fixed, yet the peti- 
tioners were not allowed to sutler. "They arc very decent men 
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and arc treated with respect."' wrote "Mr. J.'Hommodicu, and 
subsequent events proved that private means were at their ser- 
vice, though the aid of Congress was denied them.* 

The committee of Congress to whom had been referred the 
letter of the Kith of September from Governor Clinton, the 
deposition of Joel Bigelow, the memorial of Charles Phelps, and 
a number of other papers, presented another report on the oth 
of November, in which several important alterations and addi- 
tions had been made. At the same time the consideration of 
the report which had been made to Congress on the 17th of 
April previous, recommending the admission of Vermont into 
the Union, was called for. After a lengthened discussion, all 
that portion of the subject relating to an ultimate adjustment 
of difficulties by an acknowledgment of the independence of Ver- 
mont as a separate state was postponed. The consideration of 
the question whether " the people inhabiting the territory called 
Vermont " had relinquished their claims to the Kastcm and 
"Western Unions was declared necessary and proper before 
arguing the questions which depended upon it. Ket'erring to 
the action of Congress on this occasion, Mr. LTlomme- 
dieu expressed a wish that since the general question had been 
thus laid aside, Congress would take measures to preserve the 
peace of the disturbed district. The constituency of his own state, 
many of the inhabitants on the ''Grants,'' and no inconsiderable 
number of the members of Congress avowed the same desire, 
and anxiously awaited the time when the present difficulties at 
least, should be ended. 

Believing fully in the innate strength of petition, Charles 
Phelps did not cease to besiege Congress with missives suppli- 
catory, missives memorial, ami missives remonstrative. On the 
Oth of November lie besought Congress "for a continental relief 
of money and clothing for his necessitous circumstances." In 
order io prove the validity of the grounds upon which he asked 
for .assistance, he stated that when leaving home in some haste, 
he had been pursued several miles by eight or ten of the Ver- 
mont "light infantry;" that he barely made his escape from 
"those armed pursuers;'' that 1 was "necessitated to borrow 
a great part of his necessary apparel fifty miles from home 
that his garments were now nearly worn out, his money almost 
exhausted, and the debts which he had been forced to contract 
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for tlie support of himself and horse unpaid. Although his con- 
dition required the aid for which lie .sought, yet Congress did 
not deem themselves hound to heed his requests, and the peti- 
tion was dismissed. It is prohahle that a similar petition prefer- 
red by Shattuek and Evans was treated in a similar manner. 
On the '13th of November, the day preceding that on which the 
congressional committee were to report concerning the condition 
of the '•Grants," Mr. L'llommedicu wrote to Governor Clinton, 
lleferring to the 14th, he observed : — " After that time I shall 
advise Messrs. Phelps, Shattuek, and Kvans to return, as it will 
answer no purpose for them to continue longer in this expen- 
sive place. They have spent all their money and are consider- 
ably in debt, which in their petition they have mentioned, but I 
believe will have no relief in that respect, more than in the 
other, from Congress."* 

A portion of the report on Governor Clinton's letter of tho 
loth of September, and on the petitions of Phelps, Shattuek, and 
Kvans, had been already referred to a committee of three for 
further consideration. In a second report presented on the 14th 
of November, the committee stated " that the measures com- 
plained of in the papers above mentioned, were probably occa- 
sioned by the state of New York having lately issued commis- 
sions, both civil and military, to persons resident in the district 
called Vermont." "With this opinion for a basis, they proposed 
the following resolutions:— 

"That it be recommended to the state of New York to revoke 
all commissions, either civil or military, which have been issued 
by the said state since the month of May last, to persons residing 
in the district called Vermont, as described in the resolves of 
the 7th and rJOth of August, 17S1. 

" That it be recommended to the persons exercising the low- 
ers of government within the said district, to make full and 
ample satisfaction to Charles Phelps, "William Shattuek, and 
Henry Kvans. and to all others in a similar predicament, for the 
damages which they have sustained in person ami property, in 
consequence of the measures taken against them in the said dis- 
trict, and to sutler them to return to their habitations, and to 
remain unmolested in the district aforesaid. 

"That it be recommended to the state of New York, and to 
the persons exercising the powers of* government within the 
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district aforesaid, to adhere to the recommendations of Congress 
contained in their resolve of September 24, 1771>, until a deci- 
sion shall be had by Congress on the subject referred to them 
by the said state of New York and the said district of Vermont." 

However just these resolutions might have appeared to those 
who proposed them, yet they failed to obtain the concurrence 
of Congress. A motion to agree to the first resolution was lost, 
a motion to recommit the second was negatived, and, on a final 
vote, the consideration of the remainder of the report was. post- 
poned. On none did the immediate etfects of this refusal to 
reimburse the suffering Yorkers fall more heavily than on the 
three petitioners, who, for several weeks, had awaited at Phila- 
delphia, patiently and amid poverty, the decision of Congress. 
Their indebtedness, owing to the expensiveness of living, had 
increased to such an extent that they were unable to meet it. 
On the 1.1th of November an attempt was made by the New 
Y'ork delegates to relieve their necessities by borrowing a hun- 
dred dollars on the credit of the state. "If this plan fails," 
wrote James Duaiie, " it is more than probable they will lose 
their liberty, as they have already done their property, for it is 
out of my power to aid them." On the 1 7th the same gentle- 
man informed Clinton that " the distress of Phelps having been 
brought to a crisis," nothing was left but to borrow u for his 
and his unfortunate companions' support." The desired loan 
was effected ; the debts of the trio whose visit had given " iufi- 
nite uneasiness" to their friends in Philadelphia were discharged ; 
and the fear of imprisonment for debt was brought to an end. 

As there was but little expectation that any resolution could 
now be obtained which would prove favorable to the Yorkers, 
the main reason for the delay of their agents in an expensive 
city was removed. Desirous of visiting their families, provided 
they could do so with safety, Shattuck and Kvans set out on 
their return home on the l!>th. Phelps, on the contrary, hop- 
ing to be able to accomplish by importunity what he had failed 
to perform by petition and remonstrance, determined to remain. 
The two former reached Poughkeepsie on the 23d ; detailed to 
Coventor Clinton an account of their visit ; and confirmed the 
report which had already reached him of their failure to im- 
press upon Congress the necessity of prompt and decisive action 
in restoring to the Yorkers their homes and possessions.* 

• Journals of Am. Coup, iv. 105, li'C. George Clinton Papers in X. V. Btat« 
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Evans now determined to return to Guilford, in spite of the 
penalties denounced against him in case he should ever again 
enter within the borders of Vermont. Shattuck, more cautions, 
concluded to obey the decree of banishment until he should 
receive further accounts from Philadelphia. With his accus- 
tomed kindness, Governor Clinton wrote a letter to Col. Timo- 
thy Church, on the 24th, as an endorsement of any statements 
which Shattuck or Evans might make relative to the views of 
Congress concerning the present unfortunate troubles. " These 
gentlemen," observed Clinton, referring to them, " have had 
an opportunity which I long wished them to have of being ac- 
quainted with the sentiments of the different members of Con- 
gress respecting our controversy with the pretended state of 
Vermont, as they are thereby enabled to form a judgment, 
founded on their own knowledge of facts, of what will be the 
probable issue of a dispute in which they are so deeply inte- 
rested. Tli is renders it unnecessary for me to say am*thing on 
a subject of which they will be able to give so full and satisfac- 
tory information, and I have therefore only to repeat what I 
often suggested, that much will depend on the conduct of the 
good subjects of this state on the 'Grants,' whose firm and 
steady adherence to their duty and allegiance I would flatter 
myself will soon be rewarded by a determination that will re- 
lieve them from their present distresses, and guard them against 
future oppression." Reaching home on the 1st of December, 
Evans, to use his own language, " found the people in a very 
broken situation." It was observed, however, that the effect of 
his statements, and of the clear and honest declarations of Gover- 
nor Clinton, were temporarily beneficial in removing the gloom 
which had been caused by long continued disap|>ointment.* 

Various attempts were made to resume the consideration of 
the report of the committee to whom had been referred the 
report of a former committee on the letter of Governor Clinton, 
of September 10th, and the accompanying documents. Tho 
subject was at length brought before Congress on the 5th of 
December, but its consideration was again postponed. Follow- 
ing the declaration of this ]>ostponemcnt, a motion was made 
by Thomas McKean, of Delaware, and seconded by Alexander 
Hamilton, of New York, in these woids : — 

"Whereas it appears to Congress, by authentic documents, 

■ George Clinton Papers in N. Y. State Lib , vol xvi uS*. 48C2. 
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that the people inhabiting the district of country on the west 
side of Connecticut river, commonly called the New Hampshire 
Grants, and claiming to he an independent state, in contempt 
of the authority of Congress, and in direct violation of the reso- 
lutions of the 24th of September, 177'.*, and of the 2d of June, 
1 ">>(•, did, in the month of September last, proceed to exercise 
jurisdiction over the persons and properties of sundry inhabit- 
ants of the s:iid district, professing themselves to be subjects of, 
and to owe allegiance to the state of New York, by means 
whereof divers of them have been condemned to banishment, not 
to return on pain of death and confiscation of estate ; and others 
have been fined in large sums and otherwise deprived of pro- 
perty ; therefore, 

" Resolved, That the said acts and proceedings of the said 
people, being highly derogatory to the authority of the United 
States, and dangerous to the confederacy, require the immediate 
and decided interposition of Congress, for the protection and 
relief of such as have suffered by them, and for preserving 
peace in the said district, until a decision shall be had of the 
controversy, relative to the jurisdiction of the same. 

"That the people inhabiting the said district claiming to be 
independent, be, and they are hereby, required, without delay, 
to make full and ample restitution to Timothy Church, Timothy 
Phelps, Ilerry Evans, William Shattuck, and such others as 
have been condemned to banishment and confiscation of estate, 
or have otherwise been deprived of property since the 1st day 
of September last, for the damages they have sustained by the 
acts and proceedings aforesaid ; and that they be not molested 
in their persons or properties, or then- return to their habitations 
in the said district. 

"That the United States will take effectual measures to en- 
force a compliance with the aforesaid resolutions, in case the 
same shall be disobeyed by the people of the said district. 

" That no persons holding commissions under the state of Xcw 
York, or under the people of the said district claiming to be 
independent, exercise any authority over the persons and pro- 
perties of any inhabitants in the said district, contrary to the 
forcmcntioned resolutions of the 2-fth of September, 177!K and 
the 2d of June, 17S<>. 

"That a copy of the foregoing resolutions be transmitted to 
Thomas Chittenden, Esip. of lVnnington, in the district afore- 
said, to be communicated to the people thereof.*' 
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Before the vote was taken on this motion, an attempt was 
made to amend the tirst resolution, and to strike ont the whole 
of the resolution relating to the determination of the United 
States to enforce the decrees which Congress had passed on the 
subject of the controversy. These suggestions were not received 
with favor, and on the question to agree to the original motion, 
an affirmative decision was obtained. 

The hostility of Congress at this time towards the leading men 
in Vermont, was made especially apparent in connection with 
these transactions. As the Secretary of War was about to visit 
his family in Massachusetts, David Kamsay of South Carolina, 
moved a resolution on the 10th of December, instructing that 
gentleman " to take Vermont in his way," and carry a report 
of the doings of the 5th of December to Mr. Chittenden. Al- 
though it was urged that such a course would insure the deli- 
very of the papers, serve to conciliate the opposition, and atford 
the means of obtaining certain knowledge of the Verinonters, 
yet the proposition was strenuously resisted, the opinion of many 
being that such an act would tend to degrade a high servant of 
the United States, and to give an unwarranted importance to the 
claims of Vermont t > sovereignty and independence. The objec- 
tions prevailed, and as Congress appeared unwilling to make spe- 
cial provision for transmitting the resolutions, the President of 
Congress gave notice that he should send them to the comman- 
der-in-chief to be forwarded by him to their place of destina- 
tion. Though they were regarded as an index of the sentiments 
of Congress, yet the condition of the United States, and the dread 
of the common foe tended greatly to diminish their effect. In 
their letter, announcing the action of Congress, the .New Vork 
delegates frankly confessed that they could not "absolutely rely 
upon the execution of tlio coercive part" of the resolutions. A 
similar opinion was entertained by all who were best acquaint- 
ed with the political condition of the Union.* 

As was his custom, whenever any measure was adopted per- 
taining to his constituents on the " Grants,'' Governor Clin- 
ton transmitted a copy of the late resolves, to the convention 
composed of the committees of the towns of Pratt leborough, 
Guilford, Halifax, and Marlborough. Accompanying the 

• Journal* Am On*., iv. 112. 11 :t, 114. Madison Paper*, i 22S, 2-'S>. 2:1". 
Geoiyo Clinton Pji|kt*, in N. Y. St«t.« Lib., vol. xvi. .loo. 4ss:t. Slndo'* Vt State 
Paper*, pp. 177. 178. Puper* relating to Vt Controversy, in office Sec. SU»« N. 
Y., p. If. 
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resolves, was a letter, dated the 23d of December, whose con- 
tents were evidently intended for the guidance and consola- 
tion of those who had been and who ^.t ill were faithful to New 
York. The sound, energetic, and scholarly ideas of the patriot 
Governor, as expressed in this thoughtful and well -prepared 
production, were in these words : — 

" I have the pleasure of transmitting you sundry resolutions 
of Congress, passed in consequence of the outrages lately com- 
mitted by the usurped government of Vermont on the subjects 
of this state in Cumberland county. I should have been happy 
could a final determination of the controversy respecting the 
• jurisdiction of the district of the New Hampshire Grants, have 
been obtained ; but as this could not at present be effected, I 
flatter myself the present measure, as it is calculated to pre- 
serve the peace of that district until such a decision can be had, 
and ensure justice to our distressed fellow citizens for the da- 
mages they have sustained, will prove acceptable, and the more 
especially as it evinces a disposition which promises an equita- 
ble and favorable issue to the controversy, winch issue 1 have 
the fullest confidence will ere long take place. 

" You will observe that one of the present resolutions pro- 
hibits the exercise of authority by either party over the other, 
contrary to the resolutions of the 24th of September, 177!>, and 
the 2d of June, 1780. This repetition ol the sense of Congress, 
became necessary to remove the false impression which the 
leaders of the usurped government had made on the minds of 
the people by insinuations which you well know they indus- 
triously propagated that those resolutions no longer existed, and 
that Congress never intended to enforce them. JJy these means, 
they not only led many into the violent and unwarrantable 
measures which they had in contemplation, but discouraged our 
friends from a justifiable resistance. .My sentiments are so fully 
and explicitly expressed sis to the line of conduct to be pursued 
by those in your district holding commissions or offices under 
this government, as to render it altogether unnecessary now to 
repeat them. The good consequences which have already re- 
sulted from the part you have acted, as well as respect for the 
great Council of America, will, I am persuaded, induce those 
holding commissions under this state, still to persevere in paying 
a strict compliance to the recommendations of Congress, by ex- 
ercising authority only over those professing themselves to he 
subjects of, and to owe allegiance to this state. 
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"To oljviato any excuse that may l>e offered by the pretend- 
ed state, in case they should delay complying with the resolu- 
tion directing restitution to Colonel Church and the other suf- 
ferers, I would suggest the propriety of immediately causing 
fair and reasonable accounts to be made out, of the damages 
sustained by them respectively ; would have the same attested 
to, by the parties, before a magistrate ; and (retaining true 
copies), would transmit the originals by a person who will be 
able to swear to the delivery thereof, to Thomas Chittenden, 
Esq. That these accounts may have every appearance of truth 
and candor, I would advise that besides the attestations of the 
party,they be also testified to be just and reasonable, by as many 
persons of reputation as from their knowledge of the charges 
can with propriety give such certificates. 

"By the resolution directing restitution, yon will also observe 
that the persons banished are not to be molested in their persons 
or property on their return to their habitations. They would, 
therefore, be justifiable in returning immediately, but I would 
advise a delay sufficient for the promulgation of the resolutions of 
Congress on this subject in the district, lest insults might be com- 
mitted upon them by there volters, and ignorance pleaded in ex- 
cuse. It is probable, however, that the resolutions will be suffi- 
ciently known before this can reach you, and that a further delay 
in a matter so interesting to the sufferers may not be necessary. 

" I would tain flatter myself with a hope of a voluntary return 
of the mass of the people in your county to their duty aud allegi- 
ance. I am convinced that there are many in your county well 
attached to the cause of America at large, that have been led 
from their duty and allegiance by the artful insinuations of 
designing and wicked men, who either wish to subjugate that 
district to British tyranny, or to gratify their own ambition and 
pride by establishing an independency which, while it would 
enrich and aggrandize a few, would distress and ruin the great 
bulk of the people. These men I could wish might be recovered 
from their delusion, and that the conduct of our friends towards 
them might at all times be such as shall appear most likely to 
effect so desirable an end. Ton must be sensible of the unal- 
terable determination of the state to secure the inhabitants their 
property under whatever title it may be desired: and should 
the late act for this purpose be defective in any particular, or 
subject to the least reasonable objection, I may venture to assure 
them, that on their discovering a disposition to return to their 
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duty, every just cuu.se. of complaint (if any still exists) will be 
heard and removed; and this idea I wish may be impressed 
upon their minds, as well as the danger to which they are 
exposed by persevering in their present unjustifiable opposition, 
lie watchful at the same time of the conduct of those that are 
disaffected to the liberties of America, of whom, from late as 
ucll as former discoveries, I have the best reason to believe 
there are many leading characters in your quarter; 

"The Legislature will meet the first Tuesday of next month 
at Kingston, and it would afford them much satisfaction to tind 
that the measures they have adopted for quieting the disorders 
in the northeastern parts of this state have not proved inef- 
fectual."* 

Such were the principles which, in the view of Governor 
Clinton, were to be maintained by his constituents. Such the 
course of conduct they were bound to pursue, until they should 
tind themselves unable to withstand the collected force of the 
government and people of the new state of Vermont. But 
before this letter had reached its destination, or Governor Chit- 
tenden had been informed of the passage of the resolves. of the 
5th of December, an event had occurred, within the disputed 
territory, which evinced the determination not only of the Yer- 
monters to enforce the decrees with which they had threatened 
those persons whom they had banished from the state, but of 
the Yorkers also to resist the efforts made to subdue them. 

The return of Evans had already induced the belief that the 
rigorous punishment which had been denounced against him 
and his companions would not be carried into execution. This 
belief was strengthened, and new life was now given to the 
adherents of New York, by the arrival of Colonel Church and 
Major Shattuck. The latter reached his home in Halifax on 
the loth of December, and on the same day was informed that 
the authorities of Vermont had determined to dispossess Daniel 
Shepardson of Guilford, a subject of Xew York, or pull his 
house down. Aroused by these reports, Shattuck and a number 
of his friends met on the evening of the 17th, ami resolved to 
protect Shepardson from violence. While preparations were, 
on foot for carrying this design into execution, intelligence was 
received, on the morning of the lSth, of the capture of Church 
by the Vermonters. Upon this Shattuck changed his plan, pro- 

* George Clinton Tapers, in X. Y. State Lib., vol. xvi. doc. 4S94. 
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eeeded to Guilford, raised two companies of men, ami, for the 
purpose of retaliation, endeavored to arrest Col. Benjamin Car- 
penter and a certain Major Shepardson, the former the late 
Lieutenant-Governor of Vermont, and the latter a staunch 
supporter of its authority. Failing in this undertaking, Shat- 
tuck and his men entered the dwellings of those whom they had 
intended to capture, seized their arms, committed other depre- 
dations of a similar character, and returned home. Not content 
with the result of this expedition, Shattuck and his party made 
another on the niiditof the 2Uth, took John Bridmnan, one of the 
judges of the county court, prisoner, and hrought him to Guil- 
ford. On the following day Bridgmau was released on parole. 
Hy the terms of the parole agreement he was allowed to visit 
the State's Attorney, the Governor, and the Council of Vermont, 
for the purpose of procuring the freedom of Col. Church Should 
he succeed, his own liberty was to be granted him. Shoidd he 
fail he was to return by the 2d of January, 1783. 

Fearing that a c ivil war was about to break out, Col. John Ser- 
geant of the Vermont militia ordered several companies in his 
regiment to rendezvous sit Hrattleborough, in order, as was after- 
wards stated in the muster rolls, " to suppress insurrections and 
disturbance* then subsisting in those parts." The Yorkers 
meanwhile continued to hold their men under arms. On the 
night of the 23d of December, they received information that 
the Vermont soldiery were preparing to attack them. Having 
phu-ed his men in ambush, Shattuck awaited the approach of 
his opponents. But his expectations were not realized. The 
Vermont militia, while on their march, were surprised by a 
party of six men, the vanguard, sis they supposed, of a concealed 
enemy, but in reality a detachment of their own friends. Dis- 
persing in all directions, they did not discover their error until 
it wsis too late to correct, it. Convinced that no benelit could 
arise to either party from the pursuit of hostile measures, the 
Vermonterson the following day sent a messenger to the Yorkers, 
with proposals for a treaty. The Yorkers replied that, if the 
Ycrmonters desired peace, they might come to them and pro- 
pose the terms. 

The result of these negotiations was the confirmation of an 
agreement which had been drawn up and signed on the 2<>th, 
by Zadnek Granger, and Simeon Edwards, in behalf of the 
Vermont party. In the preamble to this document, the signers 
elieatved the considerations which had induced them to engage 
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in ;in agreement of this character; referred to the " unhappy 
differences about the ri-fht of jurisdiction," as the cause of all 
the difficulties between the conflicting parties ; alluded to the 
probability of the " decisive determination by Congress," of tin? 
long continued dispute; deprecated the hostile measures which 
had been, and were then pursued by men who were " in arms 
against each other;" and expressed a desire to prevent "mis- 
chiefs and miseries," and to ensure peace and the public good. 
In view of tiiese reasons, and in consideration of the engagement 
of the leaders of the New York party, that their adherents 
should be immediately dispersed, and should " rise no more" to 
disturb the people of Vermont unless molested by them, and on 
the further condition that either Colonel Church, or Judge 
liridgman should return by the '2d of January, 17*3 — they, as 
men of honor and influence, agreed to exert their "utmost 
endeavors" in preventing the people of Vermont from molesting 
the New York party ; promised to inform Joseph Peek of Guil- 
ford, a captain in the New York militia, should any force be 
sent by the Vermont party to oppose the New York party 
before the 1st of February, 17s.) ; and bound themselves to 
write to Governor Chittenden, requesting him to "let matters 
rest" according to this engagement. 

Repairing to Governor Chittenden, pSridgtuan endeavored to 
obtain from him, and the Council of Vermont, advice as to the 
course he should pursue in this emergency, lh.it the oracles 
were dumb, and after nine days of useless expostulation he 
returned. J I is parole was renewed on the 2d of January, 17S3, 
but his success in endeavoring to learn the sentiments of the 
rulers of the state, as to the means by which he should procure 
permanent relief, was no better on a second attempt. On the 
isth of January his parole was again renewed, to continue 
"during the good pleasure" of Governor Clinton. The reluc- 
tance of Governor Chittenden to reply categorically to the 
inquiries of liridgman was not strange. Many of the Verinont- 
crs in the towns where the Yorkers were most numerous, were 
inclined to treat them kindly, hoping in this manner to effect 
what Could not be accomplished by force. Chittenden's views 
towards them were severe in the extreme. In this dilemma 
policy dictated silence as to his opinion of the condition and 
conduct of Uridgman. 

An idea of the peculiar character of this unique Go\ ernor, 
who, although partially deprived of sight, and for this reason 
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familiarly known as "One-eyed Tom," was possessed of all the 
penetration, common sense, discretion, and policy, which his 
peculiar position demanded, may be obtained from a perusal 
of one of his characteristic epistles. As soon as Church — who 
had dared to return to the place whence he had been for ever 
banished — was arrested, he was delivered to Col. Stephen If. 
Bradley, who sent him under a strong guard to Governor Chit- 
tenden at Arlington. In answer to a note from the Colonel 
detailing the reasons of the arrest, Chittenden, on the 24th of 
December, 1782, replied : — " I received your letter with the 
prisoner, and approve of your conduct. Have sent to Colonol 
Bobinson to call the Superior court immediately for his trial, and 
I hope and trust justice will be done him. I have sent twelve 
pounds powder agreeable to your request. As to sending or 
ordering a standing force to Guilford, I had rather hany than 
[the Yorkers] one by one, until they are all extirpated from the 
face of the earth. However, I wait for the returns of the officers 
that commanded the ptjsxe (which will soon be) to send orders 
to the sheriff to collect the fines and cost, when, if they con- 
tinue obstinate, a force must accompany the sheriff sufficient 
to silence them. I am not without hopes that the consequences 
of Church's trial will have some good effect on his connections." 
Such was the aspect in which the Governor of Vermont viewed 
the conduct of his opponents. 

Hoping to obtain a remission of the punishment to which he 
had become amenable, Church addressed a petition to the people 
of Vermont on the 28th of December, in which he detailed the 
reasons which had led him to return. Knowing well the 
nature of the risk which he incurred by his rashness, he 
declared that his visit had been instigated not by any contempt 
for state authority, but by "the tender feelings" natural to a 
parent, who, when his family are de stitute of the necessaries of 
life and borne down by sickness, desires to relieve their 
distresses. He owned that he had at one time subscribed the 
" freeman's oath," and acknowledged that he had subsequently 
opposed the government of Vermont. Though studiously 
refraining from any confession of error, he prayed for u pardon 
and forgiveness," and that he might be " admitted to his for- 
mer freedom, liberty, and privileges." But his concessions, 
artful ami non-committal, were ill-calculated to influence the 
minds of Governor Chittenden and the Council in his favor; 
while the faithlessness to which he confessed, tended to lower 
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him in their estimation. '* The Vermonters over the mountain," 
wrote the etimmittee ot Guilford, on tlie 17th of January, 17*?; 
'•still hi)l»l Colonel (.'hureh as prisoner; ami Colonel Samuel 
Fletcher, one of the Vermont Council, informs us that Colonel 
Church is to he handed." His prospect* had not improved in 
the beginning of February, for on the <?th of that month 
Governor Clinton, in a letter to Colonel Floyd, said of Church : 
" lie is still held in close eontinemeiit and threatened with 
execution."' On the 2iid of the same month William Shattnck 
testi(ie<l in an affidavit, that <k it was the intention of the Ver- 
monters to execute Col. Timothy Church, who was still in con- 
finement in Bennington Gaol." Though neither Governor 
Chittenden nor the Council would have dared to punish the 
prisoner with death, yet they deemed it of advantage to pro- 
mulgate a report of this nature, honing thereby to intimidate 
others who were ready to oppose the authority of Vermont.* 

The resolutions of the 5th of December, 17S2, having been 
industriously published throughout the extent of Vermont, 
received from those who owed allegiance to that government 
the fullest condemnation. Thomas Frink, a physician, residing 
in Keene, New Hampshire, in detailing a conversation which he 
had held in January, 17*3, with Paul Spooner, at that time the 
Deputy Governor of Vermont, declared that the latter had 
avowed his determination to support and defend the state; to 
execute its laws peremptorily; to aid in punishing offenders ; 
ami to act as heretofore he and his friends had done, notwith- 
standing the late congressional resolves. To Frink's (piestion 
whether the Vermonters would dare to put to death those 
persons whom they had banished, provided they should return, 
Spooner answered that the people had made laws, and would 
be fools if they did not execute them when trnn-gressod. On 
the l'Jth of the same month, Colonel Bradley of Westminster, 
with some of his townsmen, being in company with ajmmber 
of men from Walpole at the former place, the anger of the 
party rose to so high a pitch, while disclosing the character of 
the late resolves, that many of them "damned the Congress, 
and for the toast drank their confusion, and the health of King 
George the Third of Kngland." Bradley then asked his Wal- 
pole friends whether they would a»ist the Vermont party in 

• Ooonro Clinton Pap.-r- in N. Y. Stat.- lib., vol. xvii. doe*. |'X>p, 40.10, Vr±>\. 
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case a continental force should be sent to enforce tho decrees 
of Congress. At the same time lie declared that the Vermont 
people would resist any force which should be gent against 
them for that purpose, and that the inhabitants of Berkshire 
county, in Massachusetts., would aid them in the struggle. In 
language characteristic and expressive, Samuel Robinson, of 
Bennington, a leading man in the state, remarked that "the 
Vermonters are a Fixen a Pill that will make the Yorkers hum." 
Other Vermonters declared that " thev would make Congress 
bite their fingers." "With a similar reference to some project yet 
undefined, Phineas Freeman, an ensign in the Vermont militia, 
prophesied in January, that "'something would turn up within 
a month more detrimental to the Yorkers than anything that 
had ever happened to them before," ami added that "the York- 
ers would not he so fond a month hence of calling themselves 
Yorkers as they had been heretofore." A deposition of Charles 
Phelps confirmed these statements. The people of Vermont 
"are determined to fight," said he, "in opposition to the resolves, 
if any forces are sent to impel them to a submission thereto." 

In Windham county the citizens of Vermont were at special 
pains to spread reports of the measures they were prepared to 
adopt, bhotild any demonstrations be made against them. In 
order to weaken the cause of their opponents, they endeavored 
to persuade them that there was no honor in the character of 
Governor Clinton; no faith in the promises of Congress; and 
that Congress possessed no ability to carry their resolves into 
execution. They also asserted that. New York was unable to 
defray the expenses of her militia service; was destitute of any 
legislative acts by which to regulate it ; and that there was no 
provision of Congress relative to false imprisonment or banish- 
ment, which gave the right to pass such decrees as those of the 
oth of December. To these representations they added threats 
of a nature which not only excited suspicions unfavorable to 
their loyalty to the American cause, but implanted in many 
minds the belief that Vermont would become a British province 
provided Congress should endeavor to divide her territory be- 
tween the contending states, or enforce laws which she deemed 
obnoxious or unjust. 

The views of Governor Clinton at this period were ill calcu- 
lated to lessen the despondency of the New York adherents. 
"The usurped «;overnment of Vermont," wrote he, on the *>th 
of February, to Col. Floyd, then in Congress, "have not, and I 
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may venture to assort will not, comply with the late resolutions 
of Congress, which their leaders feign to treat with the utmost 
contempt. 1 am informed they openly assert that they have 
intimations from memhers of Congress, that notwithstanding the 
threats hehl out in the resolutions, no coercive measures will he 
pursued to enforce obedience to them. I'y these means they 
encourage their adherents, who begin to despond, to the show 
of resistance.'' Numerous affidavits from reliable sources con- 
firmed the opinions here expressed, and enforced the conviction 
that Congress were powerless to compel obedience to the re- 
solves of the r»th of December, within the territorv of the New 
Hampshire Grants. In a few instances an opposite sentiment 
was entertained. On one occasion a certain Samuel Warriner, 
a Vermont justice of the peace, declared that he did not believe 
Vermont could '"stand a state" unless the leading men in her 
government should submit to the late determination of Congress. 

Unwilling to yield while the least chance of success remained, 
the convention of committees from the towns owing allegiance 
to New York assembled at Guilford on the 1 7th of January, 
and appointed Daniel Shcpardson their agent and bearer of 
dispatches to Governor Clinton. " We understand," said they, 
in one of the communications with which he was entrusted, 
"that the Vermonters do not intend to pay any regard to the 
resolutions of Congress, and we humbly beg and pray that the 
United States will take very speedy measures that the resolves 
of Congress be put into execution ; for unless they are, we must 
of necessity fall a prey to Vermont, and we would inform your 
honors that the major part of the people this side of the moun- 
tain will renounce Vermont provided Congress will protect 
them." Referring to the peculiarity of their situation, they 
acknowledged their inability to act without giving oU'cnce, and 
as they had done on former occasions, so now, they begged his 
Excellency to point out to them that course of conduct which 
would be of most advantage to themselves and least displeasing 
to their opponents. 

By the same messenger went a letter, dated the 10th of Ja- 
nuary, from Henry Evans, one of the four against whom sen- 
tence of banishment had been pas.-ed, but who, having dared to 
return home, was allowed to remain unmolested. Comparing 
the sentiments of the people of Eastern and Western Vermont, 
he observed : — " I am credibly informed that the Vermont au- 
thority over the mountain holds Congress and all their resolves 
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in scorn and contempt. The Yermonters on this side the moun- 
tain say they will adhere to Congress, though they should re- 
nounce Vermont.'' For these reasons whieh he deemed cor- 
rect, although, as far a.s the majority of the inhabitants residing 
on the Connecticut were concerned, they were unwarranted and 
untrue, for these reasons, and because of a report that the peo- 
ple in and about Dennington, Manchester, and Arlington were 
threatening to make a hostile incursion for the purpose of 
distressing the Yorkers, he besought the Governor to use his 
influence to ensure the immediate enforcement of the resolves 
of the 5th of December. To these and other similar earnest 
entreaties, Clinton was unable to respond fully, both on account 
of the timidity of the government of his own state, and because 
of the uncertainty which Congress seemed to manifest concern- 
ing their right to enforce a compliance with the resolutions. 
Although cognizant, by affidavits and depositions, of many acts 
done in opposition to these resolutions, he was unwilling to send 
the proofs to Philadephia, lest they should be found to contain 
evidence of the evil conduct of individuals only, and not of the 
government of the state. Still he did not cease to write cheer- 
ingly to his unfortunate constituents, begging them to " perse- 
vere in the line of conduct heretofore pointed out to them 
prophesying u a favorable issue'' to their difficulties ; and assur- 
ing them that nothing that might tend to their interest should 
be neglected by him.* 

The opposition to the late action of Congress, though at first 
manifested only in the conduct of individuals, as Clinton had 
suggested, was not long in assuming a more authoritative form. 
Upon the receipt of a copy of the obnoxious resolves, Governor 
Chittenden, in a long and elaborate letter to the President of 
Congress, under date of the 9th of January, remonstrated 
against the positions therein taken, and supported his remon- 
strance by reciting the " solemn engagements" into which Con- 
gress had entered with Vermont ; by quoting from the letter 
which General Washington had addressed to him on the 1st of 
January, 17812 ; and by a method of reasoning whieh, if it was 
not entirely just, was yet plausible and clever. Referring to 
the transactions which had led to the passage of the resolutions 
of the 5th of December, his language was as follows: — i4 Al- 

* Yarioii* MS. Deposition*, Affidavit*. we., in office See. Stntc Vt. Ooorpo 
Clinton Pnj.cr* in N. Y. State Lit... vol. xvii. «!««•*. li»1«>, t'.".!l, i'J'iH. IV 
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though this state is not amenable to the tribunal of Congress for 
the management of its internal police, I, nevertheless, will give 
them a brief narrative of facts relative to those delinquents, in 
whose behalf Congress, in their resolutions of December last, 
have interposed. At the session of the (General Assembly of 
this state in February, ITS], a general act of amnesty was 
passed in favor of such persons, within this state, who had pre- 
viously made opposition to its authority. Upon this they una- 
nimously submitted to this government, and all opposition to it 
ceased for more than one year, when the Legislature having 
ordered a certain quota of men to be raised in the several towns 
throughout this state, for the defence of its frontiers, evil-minded 
persons in the town and vicinage of Guilford, in the southerly 
part of the county of Windham, opposed the raising and paying 
of them; and Governor Clinton of the state of New York, by 
hitters to them and otherwise, interfered in their behalf, which 
caused a second insurrection in this state ; and though every 
prudent and lenient measure was taken by government to 
reclaim the offenders, they proved ineffectual. In the mean 
time, Governor Clinton gave commissions, civil and military, 
to sundry of those disaffected persons, and they had the effron- 
tery to attempt to exercise the laws of the state of New York 
over the citizens of this state, when a military force was, by the 
direction of this government, sent to assist the sheriff of Wind- 
ham countv in the execution of the laws of this state : and the 
procedure of the court relative to the live criminals who were 
bauished, and to sundry others who were amerced in pecuniary 
fines, was in due form of law. 

" The notorious Samuel Ely, who was ring-leader of the lato 
seditions in the state of Massachusetts, a fugitive from justice, 
was one of the banished, lie had left that state, and was be- 
ginning insurrections in this, when he was detected, and care- 
fullv delivered to the sheriff of the countv of Hampshire, in the 
state of Massachusetts, who, as I have been since informed., has 
secured him in gaol at Boston, to the great satisfaction and 
peace of that state. This same Samuel Ely, Timothy Church, 
and William Shattuck, who were three of the banished, had 
previously taken the oath of allegiance to this state, and so had 
a greater part of those who were fined ; and every one of the 
towns in which they resided, had, for several sessions of As- 
sembly, previous to their insurrection, been represented in the 
Legislature of this state.*' Following up these statements by 
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arguments based upon various congressional enactments, he 
strove to show that in the rulers of Vermont alone, was vested 
the right of exercising governmental powers within the bound- 
aries which thev claimed as the boundaries of the state. His 
concluding remarks related to the question of the sovereignty 
of Vermont. " But admitting," said he, " that Congress have 
a judicial authority to control the internal police of this state, 
this state has an incontrovertible right to be heard in its de- 
fence, as a party (in law), and should, on this thesis, have been 
cited by Congress to a hearing at their tribunal, previous to 
their having passed their resolutions of the 5th of December 
last, that this state might have had the privilege of vindicating 
its cause. Hut that Congress, at the special instance of Charles 
Phelps (a notorious cheat and nuisance to mankind, as far as 
his acquaintance and dealings have been extended), should 
come to a decision of so imj>ortant a matter, exjmrti' y is illegal, 
and contrary to the law of nature and nations." 

Similar in tone, but more brief and less comprehensive, was 
the communication to Congress from the General Assembly of 
Vermont, dated the 26th of February. An expression of asto- 
nishment at flic, means by which the passage of the resolves 
had been obtained — an expression resembling, and probably 
suggested by, that employed by Governor Chittenden in his 
letters, served to point the closing sentence of their remon- 
strance. " As we have, from the commencement of the war," 
wrote they, " braved every danger and hardship, against the 
usurpations of Britain, in common with the United States ; as our 
inherent right of sovereignty and jurisdiction stands confessed 
upon the principles of the revolution, and implied by the solemn 
transactions of Congress, we cannot but express our surprise at 
the reception of the late resolutions of Congress of the 5th of 
December, obtained ex parte, and at the special instance of an 
infamous person." Such was the decided manner in which 
Governor Chittenden and the General Assembly maintained 
their rights, in spite of the rage of New York and the enact- 
ments of Congress. 

Now that the government of Vermont had declared the late 
resolves obnoxious, the affidavits and depositions which Gover- 
nor Clinton had been at first unwilling to make public were 
sent to Philadelphia. Congress became cognizant of the fact 
lhat the authorities of Vermont not only, but the majority of 
the people as well, were not to be subdued by paper edicts or 
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stern resolves. Chittenden had tmly said that Vermont was 
present in the ilisputed district, and in the actual possession and 
exercise «»f power, while New York and Congress were afar oil". 
The significance of his language was now more painfully appa- 
rent thau all wcro willing to confess.* 



• Slude'i VL State Paper* pp. 178-187. 



CHAPTER XVHL 



THE DISORDERED CONDITION OF TOE SOUTH-EASTERN PORTION OF 

VERMONT. 

Popular impressions — Charles Phelps returns home — Evans — Shattuck — Church, 
bin imprisonment — His sufferings — His release — Timothy l'licl]* — ilia attempt 
t<> disperse the. Superior Court — Is surrounded and surrenders his sword of 
office— His confinement in the jail at Bennington — Letters written while in 
prison — Maltreatment— Effect* his release — Gov. Clinton s letter to Church — 
!*K-iul disorder in Guilford — Vermont Legislature in grand committee— Result 
of their deliberations — Act of the General Assembly — Seizure of Luke Kuowl- 
ton — The examination of those engaged in the seizure — Ineffectual attempt to 
take Francis IVotity — Benjamin Carpenter taken by the Yorkers — Incidents — 
Petition addressed by the New York ]>arty to the Government of Vermont — 
Gov. Chittenden's reply — More depredations— Stephen 11. Bradley's letter to 
the Guilfordites — Head-cjuarters of the state troops at Hrattleborough — Daniel 
Asheraft — Attack on the inn at Brnttleborough— Oliver Waters taken— Re- 
taken by Joseph Tucker and his men— Tucker in pursuit of Timothy Phelps — 
I'helps taken at Hadiey and carried off-— Foray of the sheriff of Hampshire ' 
county, who releases Phelps — Tucker and his party tried and fined — Tucker's 

' complaint. 

The Xew York party in Vermont^ though reduced to a mino- 
rity, were still unwilling to abandon their cause. Startling 
reports of negotiations between the Governor and Council of 
Vermont on the one hand, and the agents of the British minis- 
try in Canada on tho other; the flight of Luko Knowltou of 
Jsewfane, and Samuel "Wells of Brnttleborough, on the receipt 
of information of the passage by Congress, in secret session, of 
a resolution authorizing their arrest by the Commander-in- 
chief, in consequence of " a dangerous correspondence and in- 
tercourse" in which they were said to be engaged " with the 
enemy;" the constant passing and repassing of messengers ; the 
fact that passports could be obtained from Governor Chitten- 
den which would give the bearer a safe-conduct among the 
Britifh in Canada — these and other circumstances induced 
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many to believe that Vermont was preparing to desert the 
American cause, and influenced some to seek protection from 
New York. In the town of Putney, forty of the inhabitants 
who had formerly acknowledged the authority of the latter state, 
returned to their allegiance. In a petition addressed to Gover- 
nor Clinton, a number of the citizens of Hartford and Pomfret 
begged that they might be considered not " as those who had 
rebelled against the best of governments," when the district of 
the New Hampshire Grants should again become subject to 
New York.* 

Notwithstanding the determined opposition with which the 
government and people of Vermont received the resolves of the 
5th of December, those for whose relief they had been passed 
were not deterred from attempting to avail themselves of the 
rights which, according to these resolves, they were entitled to 
claim. Depending on the support of Congress, a certain Paul 
Nichols repaired to Pennington and endeavored to obtain pos- 
session of a gun and a quantity of ammunition which had been 
taken from him in the month of September previous. Put 
Samuel Pobinson, to whom he applied, denied that his property 
had been seized on the occasion referred to, and refused to listen 
to his application. 

Determined to await the decision of Congress, Charles Phelps 
had remained in Philadelphia until the resolutions had been 
approved of. On the 9th of December, 1782, he set out on his 
return, bearing dispatches to Governor Clinton. Owing to a 
heavy fall of snow and the impassableness of the roads, he did 
not reach Poughkcepsie until towards the close of that month. 
On arriving at Marlborough in January, 1783, he desired three 
of his friends to accompany him and be present when he should 
demand the restoration of his effects. Whatever his previous 
opinion may have been concerning the efficacy of the resolves 
of the 5th of December, he now became convinced that they 
would accomplish but little unless supported by a military 
force. His demands were treated with scorn, and he found 
himself unable to obtain restitution or damages. He was in- 
formed that his sword, which had been taken from his sun's 
bedroom, was in the possession of a Dummerston man, who had 
sworn that Phelps should never "have it any other way" than 
by receiving it in his body. He was also assured that a war- 

• George Clinton Papers in X. Y. State Lib., vol. xvii. doc*. 49S9, 6055. 
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rant for his arrest was now in the hands of a Vermont deputy, 
and that he was liahit! to he taken at any moment. For greater 
security, he left his home and family and took up his residence 
in Guilford, the stronghold of the New York party. Here lie 
remained during several months, and to this town he often 
resorted at a later period when safety counselled concealment.* 

Of the four Yorkers who had 
been banished from the state and 
deprived of their property, Henry 
Evans, as has been already stated, 
having dared to return, Mas, for 
some reason not apparent, allowed to remain unmolested, though 
he still preserved his former views, refused to submit to the 
claims of Vermont, acknowledged the authority of New York, 
and maintained a friendly correspondence with Governor Clin- 
ton in behalf of him- 
self and his associates. — 
William Shattuck, af- rf./y?* jZ^^- X 
tor an absence of more ^ *t0LCc^cf&f% m , 

than two months, re- 
entered t lie state on the 

15th of December, 1782, and there remained among his friends 
until the beginning of the following January, when he received 
a summons from Governor Clinton, desiring his attendance at 
Poughkeopsic. His transactions with the Governor being ended, 
he returned home early in February, but had hardly become 
reinstated in his house when he was informed that a party, 
'•employed by the express order of the pretended Superior 
court, in that district of country called the New Hampshire 
Grants," were on the alert to arrest him. He accordingly fled 
to Guilford, confident that the Yermonters could not raise a 
force on the east side of the mountains sufficient to apprehend 
him while he continued under the protection of his friends in 
that town. But he did not remain here long. Being desirous 
of notifying to Governor Clinton the condition of himself and 
his friends, he again visited Poughkeepsie, where, on the 22d 
of February, he made a formal deposition before Robert Morris 
of such facts as he deemed important. A few days later he 
was sent with dispatches to Philadelphia. Although a warrant 

• George Clinton 1'np. rs in N*. V. Stale Lib, vol xvii. doc* 4837, 4S9S, C" '•. 
fti »Oii. MS. Depositions of Charles Phelps. 
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the laws of Vermont by special acts of disobedience, he was 
allowed to hold communication with his family without being 
moletsed.* 



which he and his friends had becu threatened in the sentence 
of the Superior court. Having returned to Brattleborough on 
the loth of December, 17S2, he was seized on the 22d, in his 
own house, by a party of armed men, acting under the author- 
ity of Vermont, and taken to Westminster, where he was 
handcuffed and placed in jail. On the day following his arrest 
he was ironed, and conveyed across the mountains to Arlington. 
On reaching this place his irons were removed, but on being 
brought before Governor Chittenden he was again shackled bv 
direction of that official, and committed to the jail in Benning- 
ton. For the first half week of bis confinement he was kept in 
irons both by night and by day. During the four succeeding 
days his irons were taken off in the morning and put on again 
at evening. Subsequently these restraints were entirely re- 
moved. Being regarded with especial distrust, since by his 
own confession he had opposed the officers of Vermont after 
subscribing the "freeman's oath," a petition, in which he beg- 
ged to be released, was viewed with but little favor by the 
Governor. But the temper which it displayed was regarded 
by some of the state Council as a favorable indication, and pro- 
bably secured for him milder treatment than under other cir- 
cumstances he would have received. With the design either 
of extorting a large sum of money from his friends for his ran- 
som, or of forcing him to an unconditional submission, or of 
intimidating others who might be inclined to disobey the laws 
of Vermont, a report was disseminated that he was to be exe- 
cuted, and he was advised to prepare for the fatal hour. The 
currency which this rumor obtained is evident from its frequent 

• George Clinton Tapers in N. Y. State Lib., vol xvii. docs. 4909, 1910, 49-11. 
MS. Deposition. 
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repetition in the letters written by variuus citizens of Vermont 
at that period. 

At the end of a month and u half the solitude and misery of 
confinement was made more tolerable, by the presence of a friend 
— a political prisoner like himself — and from that time until 
the hour of his release, he found intelligent sympathy in the 
company of Timothy Phelps, the deposed sheriff of Cumberland 
county. Wearied with vain attempts to propitiate the govern- 
ment of Vermont, Timothy Church and Timothy Phelps deter- 
mined to notify to Governor Clinton their condition, in the hope 
of obtaining some relief through his interposition. The docu- 
ment in which they made known their situation and prospects 
was dated the 28th of March. It was drawn by Charles Phelps, 
and abounded in all that fulsomcncss of diction and redundancy 
of expression, by which both his compositions and conversation 
were distinguished. Though intended especially for the peru- 
sal of the first person named in the direction, it was addressed 
to " His Excellency Governor Clinton, His Excellency General 
"Washington, and to the Honorable Continental Congress as the 
Supreme Council of the United States of America." Of the 
various topics discussed in this memorial — some of them wholly 
irrelevant and many of them unimportant — the most interesting 
to the prisoners were, without doubt, those which related to 
their situation ami the means by which they could obtain relief. 
The description of their condition was sufficiently graphic. 
They are confined, wrote the amanuensis, " in the nasty, scan- 
dalous prison, erected by that detestable and most rebellious 
people, called the Vennonters, in Kennington." In summing 
up the causes of their unhappiness, the same fertile pen declared 
it to be immeasurably disgraceful for them to bo compelled to 
suffer imprisonment "from that vile nest of detestable, sedi- 
tious Vennonters," more especially at that period " when the 
triumph of the American arms" was adding transcendent bistro 
" to the honor, dignity, and grandeur of the arms of their glori- 
ous allies both by sea and land; reflecting lasting honor on the 
power, virtue, and courage of the house of Uourbon ; and as- 
serting the honor, establishing the grandeur, and eternizing the 
dignitv and glorv of his most Christian majesty's triumphant 
flag."' 

Sentiments and words like these, although they might have 
been hailed as patriotic had they originated elsewhere, did not 
serve to aid those for whose benefit they were intended. On the 
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contrary, it was noticed that from the day on which this grandi- 
loquent application was drafted, the jailer refused to supply 
Colonel Church with food. Hut hi> friends did not desert hint 
in this emergency. The " g«>od people of Guilford " contributed 
from their wasted estates bin-rally for his support; and from 
the money which they sent him he was enabled to supply his 
wants during the remainder of his confinement. From the let- 
ters which the prisoners themselves wrote while at Bennington, 
it is clear that the life they there led must have been odious in 
the extreme. " Our estates," said they, in a joint communica- 
tion to Governor Clinton, dated the loth of April, 44 our estates 
— everything that we had — are seized and sold; our families 
are in the greatest want ; destruction has seized our habitations, 
and we are left, by our masters to perish in prison. This has 
befallen us because we have been true to Congress, ami faithful 
to the state which we have ever been in. If there is any pros- 
pect of our being released from this stinking jail, we should be 
glad to know it, for we cannot stand it much longer. We came 
home under the roval law of Congress. That law Vermont 
pays no regard to, and without speedy help we shall sicken and 
die." In another letter to the same gentleman, dated the 1st 
of May, " It seems hard," they wrote, "that officers of a sove- 
reign state, who have jeoparded their lives in the high places 
of the field* against the powers of Great Britain, should be 
kept in close prison by enemies of the United States against 
the royal law of Congress." Though in terms like these they 
bewailed their misfortunes, yet they were not ignorant of the 
conditions on which release could be obtained. To submit to 
these conditions was, however, a humiliation to which for a 
long time imprisonment seemed preferable — a disgrace, the 
indignity of which was only to be incurred when all hope of 
relief from other sources had failed. 

During the late session of the General Assembly, a law had 
been enacted on the 24th of February, intended to facilitate the 
return to their allegiance of those who were desirous of again 
becoming subjects of Vermont. In the preamble of the act a 
suggestion was entertained, that some of those persons who had 
lately been convicled "of conspiring and attempting an invasion, 
insurrection, and public rebellion" against the state, and had been 
banished therefor, were "penitent and desirous of returning to 

• Judges, chap. V. r. 18. 
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their duty." To this was added a declaration that the Assembly 
were desirous at alt times of showing mercy, provided it could 
be done consistently with the public safety. On these grounds 
the Governor and Council "were fully authorized and empow- 
ered," in the words of the act, " upon application to them made 
during the adjournment of this Assembly, to pardon any of the 
said persons who have been banished from this state by the 
Supreme court, as aforesaid, in as full and ample a manner as 
this Assembly could do if convened." At the same session 
another act had been passed, granting pardon to Timothy 
Church who had been "found guilty of treason," but who had by 
his own petition declared his "sincere and hearty penitence, 
and a determination to behave orderly and submissive" in case 
lie should receive forgiveness. The condition of pardon and of 
the remission of the sentence passed upon him in the month of 
September, 17S2, was the payment of all costs which had 
accrued in consequence of his trial and imprisonment. 

Aware of these legislative provisions, and weary of prison 
life. Colonel Church at length applied for his release. In answer 
to his application, Governor Chittenden informed him that, to 
obtain a discharge, lie would be obliged to give his bond with 
surety for the payment to the treasurer of Vermont of £20 10*. 
lawful money of Massachusetts, the sum due for costs of trial ; 
and pay £4 11*. for seven weeks' 1 board in jail. To these terms 
he consented, and on the 10th of May left a prison where he had 
dra<r<red out nearly live months of confinement in cold, want, 
and pain. During the period of his banishment, his family had 
been permitted to reside upon and improve Ins farm, " by the 
permission and indulgence" of the state. The same privilege 
was now accorded to him. Hut his whole estate was stili 
regarded as confiscated, and levies were not unfrequeutly made 
upon his cattle or his household goods, whenever a collection 
was to be made to replenish the treasury of the state. In a 
deposition which he made on the 24th of June, referring to the 
sufferings to which he had been subjected, lie stated that, " al- 
though no formal regular charge" had been exhibited against 
him, he was satisfied that "the only cause for which he was 
apprehended and confined was his returning home after he had 
been banished," and that the cause of his banishment was the 
acceptance of a commission from the state of New York. On 
the fame occasion he affirmed his loyalty in the most positive 
maimer, declaring that he ••never did acknowledge himself to 
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owe allegiar.ee or subjection to the pretended state of Vermont, 
lmt, on the contrary, had always, since the first attempt to 
establish that pretended state, claimed himself to be a subject 
of the state of Now York."* 

At the close of his imprisonment at Westminster, Timothy 
Phelps with his three associates, on the 4th of October, 1"S-J, 
had been carried across the Connecticut into New Hampshire, 
and there banished for ever from the state of Vermont, the 
penalty to be deatli in case he should return. Finding himself 
free to travel anywhere except within the prohibited district, 
Phelps bent his course southward, and on reaching lladley, 
Massachusetts, tarried there awhile at the house of his brother 
Charles. Thence he proceeded to Norwich landing, Connecti- 
cut, and was there residing with a brother-in-law when ho heard 
of the passage of the resolves of the oth of December. With 
full faith in the efficacy of their provisions he returned home in 
the latter part of January, 1783. The rejoicings of his family 
on this occasion were heartfelt and triumphant. They not only 
believed their troubles ended, but were confident that their 
fortunes were made; that the estates which had been confis- 
cated would be restored; and that immense damages would be 
awarded for false imprisonment, banishment, and threats of 
death. Though it is hardly possible that anticipations as bright 
as these could have met their full realization from any act of the 
people or government of Vermont, yet it is highly probable that 
Phelps, had he remained quietly on his farm, would have 
suffered little or no molestation. Put such was not his nature. 

On the 4th of February, a session of the Superior court was 
held at Marlborough. The presence of the judges in his own 
town, before whom he had been tried and found guilty, and 
from whom lie had received sentence of banishment, aroused 
within the breast of Phelps that old feeling of hatred, which 
absence from the scenes in which it had been most exercised had 
tended in some degree to abate. Confiding in the power under 
which he acted, and completely assured that no body of men 
claiming to be Americans would dare to disregard the decrees of 
the highest council in the United States, he boldly entered the 
court-house on tin- j-econd dav of the session, armed and "arbed 
as a sheriff deriving authority from the state of New York. 

* Georsre Clinton Paper*, in X. Y. State Lib., vol. xvii dws 4051, 5n0t», 5or.fi, 
5105. Act- Gen. A*-. Vt.. IV I. 1788. SlaJe* Vt. Stat* Paper*, pp. 4«7. «7<>. 
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Having reached a commanding position, he reminded the court 
that they were exercising a usurped authority, and referring 
to their action on a former occasion touching himself, demanded 
of them full and ample restitution for the injuries he had sus- 
tained by banishment, by the confiscation of his property, and 
by the loss of personal liberty, lie then took from his pocket 
the resolves of Congress, but had hardly commenced reading 
when he was interrupted by the chief judge, the Hon. Moses 
Robinson of Bennington, afterwards Governor, who exclaimed: 
— " What supercilious arrogance have we here? Sheriff, take 
that disorderly man into custody! We are not subject to the 
authority of Congress !" These words, pronounced with emo- 
tion, and in a voice corresponding with a scene so strange and 
unexpected, threw the whole house into confusion, and put an 
end at once to the business of the court. 

Sharing in the astonishment which was visible in every coun- 
tenance, and confounded at the audacity of the veritable sheriff 
of Cumberland county, the Vermont sheriff, Dr. Elkanah Day, 
hesitated whether to obey the order or not. Noticing this 
indecision, Phelps, whose natural bearing was dignified and 
manly, drew himself up to his full height, and elevating his 
powerful voice, commanded, 44 in the name and by the author- 
ity of the state of New York, and of the Continental Congress, 
the unlawful assemblage before him, forthwith to disperse." 
The courage manifested in the- attitude he had assumed, sus- 
tained as was boldly claimed by a power capable of making 
itself respected, was not without its effect on the audience. 
However the authorities of Vermont might despise and resist 
the laws of New York, they could not be blind to the fact that 
on many occasions Congress had been the sheet-anchor of their 
hopes, the promoter of their welfare, the defender of their 
hearths and homes. For a moment, reflections like these 
seemed to pervade the thoughts of all present. The Vermont 
sheriff, as he stood confronting the man who claimed his title 
and oftice, seemed perplexed. At this juncture the voice of 
Judge Robinson was again heard: — "Sheriff, do your duty! 
Imprison the convicted traitor!" Commanding the populace 
to render their assistance in case he should require it, Dr. Day 
drew his sword of office and prepared to make the arrest. 
Fhelps seeing that resistance would be useless, that popular 
feeling was against him, and that there were none present to 
support him in ease he should attempt his own defence, quietly 
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awaited the result. The sheriff approached. " What is your 
will, sir ?" demanded Phelps, as he laid his hand on the hilt of 
his sword. "You are my prisoner, disarm yourself!" replied 
the sheriff. While engaged in unbuckling liis sword-belt, 
Phelps turned towards the crowded assemblage and said, " Fel- 
low-citizens of Cumberland county, your sheriff is deserted; his 
lawful authority is disobeyed; I yield to brute force." Ad- 
dressing, then, the officer, lie reminded him that the usurped 
authority under which he acted, would, in all probability, be 
of short duration ; that Congress were willing, ready, able, and 
had pledged their honor to execute their decrees ; and that a 
terrible retribution for the deeds of that day would soon over- 
take him and the masters he served. "With these sentiments 
on his lips, Phelps placed the hilt of his sword in the hand of 
his opponent, and yielded himself a prisoner. 

While the sheriff was bearing him off, the populace, the ma- 
jority of whom were his near neighbors, followed in disorderly 
procession. Though up to this hour they had been in the daily 
practice of interchanging with him the civilities of friendship ; 
though many of them had often received assistance and kind- 
ness at his hands ; though some were even then living on farms 
which they had obtained by his aid — forgetting these favors, 
they were now foremost in heaping condemnations upon him, 
on account of his ]xditical offences. As they crowded around 
him, they gazed at him with the same sort of curiosity in their 
looks and actions, as they would have shown had he been a 
chained lion, just taken from the forest, whom his keepers were 
conveying to his cage. Until a decision should be made as to 
his future treatment, Phelps was placed in the guard-house at 
Marlborough. Opinions were various as to the course which 
should be pursued towards him. Py some he was adjudged 
guilty of death, since he had rendered himself liable to the 
penalty denounced against him in case he should return. There 
is a tradition that he was even sentenced to be hung; that he 
was informed by those who came to visit him that his doom was 
iixed ; that the rabid language of the multitude, which he was 
compelled to hear, justified the sacrifice that was to be made ; 
and that the retlections natural to one placed in a condition so 
solemn as was his, were disturbed by the sounds which echoed 
from the blows of the workmen as they fashioned in the jail- 
yard the gallows on which the traitor was to die. 

Happily for all parties, gentler counsels prevailed. Prudence 



1783.] 



BUFFERINGS OF TIMOTHY PHELP8. 



495 



or humanity dictated another course. Before the court had 
closed their session, the sheriff received an order "to transport 
Timothy Phelps, hy the nearest and most convenient route, to 
Bennington jail, and commit him to the keeper thereof, to await 
the further order of the law in his behalf." He remained dur- 
ing the rest of the week at Marlborough, under the care of a 
guard of armed men, who at the end of that time escorted him 
across the mountains, and on the 11th of February lodged him 
in Bennington jail. Thus was Timothy Phelps, in the dead of 
a Vermont winter, incarcerated in a cold and cheerless prison 
with common felons. He was not, however, entirely deprived 
of sympathy. In the company of his friend and fellow-sufferer, 
Timothy Church, he passed many an hour which would other- 
wise have been devoted to the most mournful reflections. Be- 
ing permitted to maintain a correspondence, he beguiled his 
moments by writing to his family, and to others whom he be- 
lieved interested in his condition. From the first letter which he 
wrote, jointly with Col. Church, to (Jovernor Clinton, and from 
the petition drawn by his lather, Charles Phelps, which accom- 
panied it, extracts have been already given. Another commu- 
nication from the pen of the latter gentleman in behalf of the 
prisoners, bearing date the Sth of April, shows that Church was 
not alone i ft being thrown upon his friends for support. " My 
6on has again sent to me for more money to subsist himself upon 
in prison ;" wrote Charles Phelps, "how 1 can get it 1 know not." 

It is from the letters of Timothy Phelps him>elf, however, that 
a true idea mnv be formed of his condition while in the jail at 
Bennington. " You must excuse my scrawl for I wrote it on my 
knee," he remarked at the close of a letter to Governor Clinton, 
dated the 1st of May. " I meet with insult on insult," wrote 
he in another portion of the scrawl. " Vermont authority have 
seized and sold all my goods, chattels, and estate, and they 
keep me close confined in jail without any kind of support. 
My money is all gone, and I live upon the charity of my 
friends. My family are put to the greatest straits. My health 
decavs, and when hot weather comes I don't know what I shall 
do. The officers of Vermont tell me that I shall be in jail to 
all eternity unless I petition to their Governor. I tell them I 
will see them all damned before I will, without Congress shall 
make them a state. It is to my own masters I stand or fall." 
Proving thus his loyalty both by his words and his deeds, he 
besought Clinton to inform him whether there was any proba- 
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bility that Congress would make any exertions to enforce tho 
"royal law*' <>f the iith ol* December last, trusting to which he 
had returned in spite of the sentenee of banishment which had 
been passed upon him.* 

In a subsequent communication, he again reminded Governor 
Clinton of the losses he had sustained, and of the privations he 
was enduring in consequence of his attachment to New York. 
Then referring to the last attempt that Congress had made to 
relieve the subjects of that state, he exclaimed : — "If the au- 
thority of thirteen sovereign states cannot put one law in force 
so just as this is, too — a law built on holy writ — the Lord have 
mercy on them !" " I am in a much worse situation," he added, 
" than Col. Church was. They have ruined and undone me, 
and now they seek my life to take it away. I cannot consis- 
tently with my oath do anything towards petitioning the autho- 
rity of Vermont, before I hear from my Governor. Therefore, 
if there is no beam of hope that Congress will ever put that law 
in force, I wisli I might know it. Then the world will know 
that the authority of Thomas Chittenden, Esquire, is above that 
of all the rest of America." 

The meat which Phelps was compelled to eat was that which 
had been condemned as unfit for others. The cruelty of the 
treatment he experienced, and the loathsomeness of the prison, 
reduced him to "a low, languishing, and sickly condition," 
which led him to apprehend that death would soon put an end 
to his troubles. Not content with subjecting their prisoner to 
the rigors of cold, hunger, and confinement, some of his more 
thoughtless persecutors often amused themselves by reviling 
Congress, and cursing the troops of the United States in his 
presence, for the purpose of engaging him in an argument. 
On one occasion the sheriff of Bennington county came to him 
in the dead of night, and told him he was to be hanged in three 

• The letter from which the ohovo extracts have been made, wag found by 
John D. Fonda, at a town-meeting in " Hoosiek Ihstriot," a few days after it was 
written, " pawing from hutid to hand," nod wu» by him forwarded to iu destina- 
tion. In the not*- which ho sent with it, dated May 8Ui. 178:*, he said :— " A few 
daya ago I »eut some money to t'ol. Church, understanding hi» necessity in gnol, 
mid I believe the within letter wn* meant to ho (riven to me to send to your 
Excellency. The priannerH not only receive hard tipage and threats, hut are 
Rometime* thirty six hours, as I henr, without anything to mtinfy their craving 
apatites. 1 w.uld have gone m\>olf to wo the gentlemen, hut. to tell your 
Excellency the truth it i* not nafe for me to go to the gnol to support them." 
George Clinton Paper* in N. Y. SUU- Lib., vol. xvii. doe. 5042. 
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or four clays. " I am surprised," remarked Phelps with compo^ 
sure, '* that you should presume to execute the high-sheriff of 
the county of Cnmherland, in the state of New York, which is, 
by the grace of God, free and independent." This answer 
enraged the Vermont sheriff, and a violent discussion ensued, 
which ended in a repetition of the threat with which the con- 
versation had begun — a threat intended only to frighten. Hop- 
ing to obtain, at least, temporary relief, Phelps reminded Judge 
Kobinson of the disregard paid -to the resolves of Congress by 
the very cruelty with which he was treated. But the Judge 
informed him that he looked upon Congress with the utmost 
disdain, and asked him how he could suppose the people of 
Vermont could do otherwise than coincide in this sentiment. 

Durinir his confinement he was sometimes visited bv Ethan 
Allen, whose tyrannical manner, always unpleasant, was parti- 
cularly distasteful to the imprisoned official of Cumberland 
county. With his accustomed oath, as familiar to his lips as 
" I5y the Eternal'' is said to have been to the lips of Jackson, 
Allen would often swear before him that " he would inarch 
into Albany with his Green Mountain Hoys, and set up and be 
absolute monarch of all America." His language on other 
occasions was mingled with that bitter sarcasm so peculiar to 
himself, and so forcible when he chose to employ it. "Con- 
gress cannot release you," said he to Phelps ; " 1 swear they 
can't." " 1 have written largely," he continued, " concerning 
the rights of Vermont in books that have been published to the 
world, and I have also written a remonstrance against these 
res* »lves of Congress. All the world knows that Congress can't 
break up states, much less this state which is the oldest in 
America." " You have called on your god Clinton," he added, 
in a manner as taunting as was that employed by Elijah towards 
the prophets of Baal, " you have called on your god Clinton till 
you are tired. Call now on your god Congress, and they will 
answer you as Clinton has done." 

Spring had passed, the summer had begun, and the suffer- 
ings of I'helps, whose condition would have been comparatively 
comfortable had he been treated like a common prisoner, had 
become almost intolerable. Allen had counselled him to apply 
to Governor Chittenden for relief, and the silence of Governor 
Clinton, of whom Phelps had asked advice, was construed as 
favoring this course. At this juncture he was visited by his 
wife, who, with her infant six weeks old, and her brother a boy 
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of sixteen, had crossed the mouiitiiins on horseback for the pur- 
pose «tf eH'ccting t lie liberation of her husband. The appeal 
which she made l<» Dr. Joseph Kay, in behalf of the primmer, 
was not without effect. " Let him now,'' said the Doctor, 
u abandon those who have abandoned him; adhere to the laws 
emanating from an authority able and willing to protect him ; 
and give us his word of honor that he will do so, and he may 
be assured that he will thereupon he liberated from prison and 
protected in his rights." 1 Having determined to obtain his re- 
lease, if possible, Phelps presented to the Council of Vermont, 
who were then convened at Arlington, a petition in winch he 
prayed to be discharged from the sentence of the court which 
had been passed upon him in September last, and promised 

allegiance and obedience'' to the laws of the state. The 
Council required him to pay the costs of the trial which had 
resulted in his imprisonment, together with the charges arising 
from his commitment, and support, and to give a bond with 
large security for his good behavior. "With these terms he 
complied on the 24th of June, and thus was ended an imprison- 
ment whose etfects, both on the body and the mind of the suf- 
ferer, ceased only with his life.* 

On the loth of June, Charles I 'helps was informed that a 
number of the people of Vermont were coming with an armed 
force to sei/.e him and others, with the intention of confining 
them in the jail at Bennington. To avoid the danger he tied 
to Poughkeepsie, and, in a deposition drawn by Governor Clin- 
ton, declared his belief that there was a plan on foot to arrest a 
number of the principal persons opposed to "the pretended 
state," in order that the collection of Vermont taxes might be 
rendered more easy. On the same occasion, Timothy Church 
committed to writing an account of the indignities he had been 
compelled to sutler. As a result of the information thus com- 
municated, Governor Clinton, on the L'tth of June, addressed to 
the latter gentleman, who was about to return to Cumberland 
county, a letter of advice in these words : — 

u In consequence of the communications which have been 
made to me by Mr. Phelps and yourself, with respect to the 
present situation of the subjects of this state in Cumberland 

* MS. Narrative of the Pholpj Family. MS. Deposition of T. Phelps. K«l>"y 7th, 
ITS t. Reconls of Vt. Council George Clinton Paper* in N Y. State Lik, vol. 
xvii. doc*. Uisti, 5CH.9, B04J. 
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county, and the dangers which they appear to he threatened 
with, I would advise you in case of an attempt hy the usurped 
government of Vermont to compel ohedience and submission 
from any persons claiming to he subjects of this state, to call 
out your regiment under the militia law, and, hy opposing force 
to force, endeavor to quell the insurrection : and if any of the 
inhabitants professing to he subjects of this state should he 
made prisoners hy the authority of the usurped government, I 
would advise you to retaliate hy taking jus many of the insur- 
gents, and detaining them under secure conduct as hostages, 
until the matter can he represented to Congress. In order that 
you may he prepared to defend yourselves against these vio- 
lences, it now becomes your duty particularly to see that your 
regiment is properly provided and equipped with arms and 
ammunition, agreeable to the directions of the militia law. I 
would, at the same time, again impress you with the propriety 
of still strictly observing the resolutions of Congress, recom- 
mending peace and forbearance, and that you in nowise be the 
aggressors, and would earnestly advise you to use every pacific 
mean consistent with the obligation of allegiance to this state, 
for preventing matters from being brought to a decision In- 
arms, and that in no instance you recur to force, unless your 
pei-sons or properties are in certain immediate danger. Taking 
due care at the same time to guard against surprise, I shall 
take tin? earliest opportunity of transmitting to Congress the 
depositions of yourself and Mr. Phelps, informing of the treat- 
ment you and Mr. Timothy Phelps have received from the 
usurped government, and I have no doubt that Congress will 
discover the necessity of their immediate interference for your 
relief and protection, agreeable to the public faith solemnly 
pledged in their resolutions. 

" From the communications made to me by the delegates 
of this state, I have reason to believe that if the attention of 
Congress had not been necessarily diverted from the subject, 
first by the deranged state of our public affairs, and after- 
wards by the great event of u peace, they would ere this 
have taken measures for enforcing obedience to their re- 
solutions, and have determined as to the boundaries of the state. 
And 1 flatter myself the question will very soon be resumed 
and decided. 

"There are many considerations which I forbear repeating, 
and which should induce us to rest the determination of thia 
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matter with Congress, in whoso justice we ought to have i\w 
fullest confidence, and who ean command the force of the 
United States to carry tlti'ir decisions into effect."* 

Such was the language in which Governor Clinton endea- 
vored to relieve the despondency of men, who, like Church and 
the I'helpses, were daily subjected to indignities or derision on 
account of their loyalty to New York. 

During the summer of 17S*i, although no outbreaks worthy 
of especial note occurred between the two parties, yet their sus- 
picions of one another increased daily. In Guilford the York- 
ers held the power and prevented the Vermonters from execut- 
ing their laws and collecting taxes. But this exercise of author- 
ity did not prevent the Vermonters from maintaining a cor- 
respondence with the state government. .By means of commit- 
tees, (lie Council were informed of the movements of the oppos- 
ing party, and a knowledge of this communication served as a 
partial check upon the conduct of the Yorkers. The result of 
such a condition of affairs was mutual terror and distrust. 
Arms were carried — by the bold openly for assault when oppor- 
tunity offered, by the timid secretly for defence when necessity 
compelled. Houses were divided — the father upholding the 
jurisdiction of New York, the sons maintaining the supremacy 
of Vermont. Friendships the most intimate were disturbed. 
The word neighbor carried no meaning with it beyond the idea 
of contiguity. The physician could not visit his patient in 
safety unless protected by a pass. The minister of tlie gospel 
failed to enforce the doctrine of Christian charity on the hearts 
of men who knew none for one another. Letters from Governor 
Chittenden Mere circulated by the one party, denouncing the 
severest retribution upon those who should disregard the laws 
of Vermont. Words of encouragement issuing from Governor 
Clinton were repeated by the other party with great unction, 
and better times were prophesied when Congress should enforce 
the claims of New York. Handbills, inflammatory in nature 
ami uncneiliatory in spirit, were posted on tavern, and on 
dwelling, and on fence ; were seen peering from the pockets of 
sturdy farmers ; and were thrust under doors at night to be 
picked up and read in the morning. Social order was at an 
end. The farm and the workshop were neglected. But for the 
mutual suspicion that lurked in every eye and burned for utter. 

• George Clinton Popere in N. Y. Stat- UK, vol. xvii. doe». &hH. &|05, :.lc6. 
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ance on every tongue, one would have supposed that an Indian 
force was expected, as in earlier times, that had vowed to 
ravage the fields, hum the village, and murder the people. 
Sometimes the Vermont authorities would determine to arrest 
a " violent Yorker." A scene of confusion would ensue resem- 
bling the beginning of a civil war. The pay-rolls, which arc 
still preserved, bear witness to the frequency of the calls made 
upon the soldiery on both sides of the mountains to " go on an 
expedition to assist the sheriff in Windham county." 

The resistance of the Jsew York party had now assumed a 
form so determined, that the government of Vermont were 
convinced, that, unless speedy and stringent measures were 
taken, results would follow which might be fatal to the well- 
being of the state. At the autumnal session of the Legislature, 
the condition of the state was the principal topic of discussion. 
To ascertain the views of all to whom the administration of the 
gMvermnent had been entrusted, the Governor, the Council, and 
the General Assembly united in grand committee on the 22d 
of October, and in this capacity held a long and serious consul- 
tation. Forcible resistance was deemed the only remedy which 
could be applied with any hope of success, and the measures 
recommended were consequently of this nature. The report of 
the committee was readily adopted by the General Assembly, 
and an act was passed for " the purpose of raising one hundred 
able, effective men to assist the civil authority in carrying into 
execution the law in the southern part of the county of Wind- 
ham." In the preamble of this act it was stated that a number 
of persons living in the southern part of the aforesaid county, 
had banded together " to oppose sheriffs, constables, and col- 
lectors in the due execution of their ollices," and in many 
instances had proceeded to "outrageous abuses'' which threat- 
ened the ruin of government unless speedily remedied. 

The command of this special company of state troops was 
entrusted to Col. Benjamin Wait ; and to him and to Brig.- 
Gvn. Samuel Fletcher power was given to discharge the new 
levies within the six months for which they were to be enlisted, 
provided they should have accomplished the end desired before 
the close of that period. They were required to furnish them- 
selves with arms, but the commissary-general was directed to 
supply them with ammunition, provisions, and "spirituous 
liquor." In the subsequent deliberations of the grand com- 
mittee it was tlistinctly asserted that the intention of govern- 
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incut was not "to ho severe" with those who had heretofore 
opposed the laws of Vermont, provided they should now heeonie 
citizens of the state. Colonel Wait was accordingly directed 
to issue special orders to his men, not to meddle with the person 
or property of any who should quietly submit. The committee 
ako announced that those who should voluntarily yield, and 
take the oath of allegiance to the state, should not he prose- 
cuted on the part of the freemen of the state, until the rising of 
the next session of the Legislature, and, in addition to this eon- 
cession, engaged at that time to pass an act of pardon in their 
favor, in ease they should petition for forgiveness. At the same 
time the committee notified their intention of using their influ- 
ence to persuade the Governor and Council to remit the tines 
which had been previously levied on the Yorkers. Jn closing 
their consultation, they declared that the only way in which 
those who had sustained losses by confiscation could receive 
remuneration, was by submitting to government and asking 
compensation of the Legislature.* 

In conformity with the spirit exhibited in the conciliatory 
portion of the deliberations of the grand committee, the Gene- 
ral Assembly, in a formal resolution passed on the 23d, 
requested Governor Chittenden to issue his proclamation, 
offering a free and ample pardon to all persons incident in the 
southern part of Windham county, who, having heretofore 
opposed constituted authority, should now take the oath of 
allegiance before any justice of the peace, within thirty days 
after the promulgation of the offer of forgiveness. On the 
same day an act, displaying a different temper, was passed by 
the General Assembly, " to prevent the inhabitants of New 
York being allowed greater privileges within this state than 
the inhabitants of this state are allowed within the state of 
New York.*' By this act it was settled " that no person or 
persons, being an inhabitant or inhabitants of, or residing within 
the jurisdiction of the state of New York, shall, within the 
time of his, her or their residence as aforesaid, commence any 
suit or suits at law, within the jurisdiction of this state, against 
any inhabitant or resident thereof, for any civil matter or eon- 
tract, until the Legislature of said state of New York shall 
allow the inhabitants of this state full liberty to commence the 

• Thomjwm's Vt. Gazetteer, pp. 142, US. MS. Report of Grand Committee, 
<Vt 22d, 1783. fade's Vt State Paper*, pp 17(1, 477. 
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like suits within their jurisdiction, and without any such lets 
or hindrances."* Upon the majority of the Yorkers these 
measures— some of tliein defiant, others protective, and still 
others persuasive — tended to produce an effect contrary to that 
which had heen expected. Opposition served to unite them, 
and until they should find defeat inevitahle they resolved to 
withstand the execution of laws originating in an authority 
which they did not acknowledge. At the same time they 
were equally determined to pursue such a course on other 
occasions, as they should deem hest calculated to promote the 
interests of New York and of the United States, f 

Owing to the part which they had home in the negotiations 
which Vermont — not only for Iter own safety as a state, hut 
also as a supporter of the cause of America — had heen com- 
pelled to carry on with the British in Canada, Luke Knowl- 
ton and Samuel Wells had heen suspected of heing in the 
service and pay of the enemy. For this reason Congress, in 
secret session, had on the liTth of Novemher, I'H-J, ordered 
their arre>t. Hut they, having received notice of the order, 
had escaped hefore the officer, sent to take them, could arrive. 
A year had passed since the occurrence of these transactions, 
ami Knowlton, having returned home was now residing at 
Newfane. Many of the Yorkers still supposed him to he 
in league with the British, and for this reason were desirous of 
Becurine him, or of removing him to some other state. "With 
this intent ion, Francis I'routy, Thomas "Whipple, and Jonathan 
Dunkley of Brnttlehorough, John Wheeler and Darius Wheeler 
of Newfane, and a numher of others,* heing armed, as was 
represented, with " cluhs, gnus, swords, pistols and hayonets," 

■ Sladc'<« Vt. State Paper*, p. 47.V 

f The annexed extract from it newspaper published at thi» |>erioo, contains a 
brief account of the submission of the citizens i>f Halifax to the authority of 
Vermont The course pursued by them, w as the reverse of that adopted by 
many «>f their neighbor*. 

'• Windsor. Vermont, Deeeniber S, [17S»-1 Advices from the lower |>art of 
Windham eottiitv mention that the inhabitants of the town of Halifax, who 
have heretofore 'refused to sup|w.rt the authority of Vermont, nnd acted in 
opposition to its government, Imve lately eomo in alm< »t to a mini, taken 
t'.e oath of allegiance, discharged their arrearage taxes, and appear desirous to 
assist in quelling those disturbers of the public pence, who have loi g infested the 
southern part of thi* state " — Host on Evening I'ost, Saturday, January :sd, 17s t. 

1 David Howe, Samuel Noble, Kphraiin Knapp. Kphraim Kiee. Jonathan Stod. 
dnrd. Isaac Kendall, and Kane Crosby were parlicipotor* in the seizure— MS 
Court Records. 
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assaulted his house about two o'clock on the morning of the 
Kith of November, 17S3, and, having inadi* a forcible entrance, 
took him prisoner, conveyed him across the line of the state 
into Massachusetts, and there left him. As soon as the seizure 
of Knowlton had transpired, Brig. -Gen. Fletcher -rave orders 
for the military to assemble. With prompt obedience more 
than a hundred men belonging to the regiment of Col. Stephen 
K. Bradley and Col. John Sergeant rendezvoused and reported 
themselves ready to act as their leaders should command. But 
the return of Knowlton after a short absence, and the disper- 
sion of the Yorkers, rendered their services unnecessary, 
and prevented a meeting which might have proved disastrous 
to both parties. 

The matter was not, however, allowed to rest here. On the 
18th of November a complaint was entered against the 
rioters by Edward Smith, a constable of Newfane, and a war- 
rant was issued by Samuel Fletcher us one of the Councillors 
of the state, for their arrest. Thomas Whipple and John 
Wheeler were taken without difficulty or delay, and a justices' 
court was immediately organized — Samuel Fletcher, who was 
also a civil officer, presiding — for the examination of the delin- 
quents. Whipple, being charged with an assault, acknowledged 
his guilt, and stated that he with a number of others had, in 
obedience to the commands of Francis Prouty, assisted in 
carrying Knowlton without the bounds of Vermont. Having 
given bonds in the sum of £100 with sureties for his appear- 
ance, he was dismissed until the next session of the Superior 
court. The result of Wheeler's examination is not recorded. 
A few days later Jonathan Dunkley was arrested, atul on exam- 
ination had before Mr. Fletcher, on the '27th, was recognised in 
the same amount of bail that had served to effect the temporary 
release of Whipple. The constable's ret urns show that he further 
succeeded in taking " the body of Darius Wheeler," on the 24rh, 
and that John Wheeler became responsible for his appearance 
before Mr. Fletcher. No account of his examination has been 
pioerved. The chief offender, Francis Prouty, was still at large, 
and it was well known that it would not be as easy to secure 
him as it had been to secure his abettors. When the brave 
deputy sheriff. Barzillai Bice, sought for him, he found him, on 
the 1st of December, at home, in company with five of his neigh- 
bors. The little party were well provided with guns and pitch- 
forks, the latter having been turned from a peaceful use to a 
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service of an opposite nature. On approaching the house, 
the deputy was confronted by I'routy, who, in language 
striking and emphatic, warned him to desist, and declared 
he would " be the death of him," or, at the least, would " let out 
his guts," in case the deputy should attempt to enter his domicil 
or touch his person. Well knowing that the pitchfork by its 
peculiar conformation, is admirably adapted to inflict wounds 
of a remarkable nature, the deputy resolved to finish his call at 
Mr. I'routy 's on some other occasion, when, even if his official 
presence should not be more acceptable than now, his person 
might be more secure. 

The day that witnessed the defeat of the deputy at Brattle- 
borough, by means of "guns and pitchforks," beheld an assem- 
blage at Guilford numbering more than seventy Yorkers, armed 
" with dangerous and offensive weapons." Their rage on this 
occasion was directed against Benjamin Carpenter, a staunch 
Vermonter, who had already held many important positions 
both on the field of battle and in the administration of govern- 
ment, and of whose physical and mental condition combined 
his epitaph has preserved a quaint record, which declares that 
his " Stature was about six feet. Weight 200. Death had no 
terror." But even these qualifications, sufficient to disarm the 
last enemy of his power, were not of a nature to protect their 
possessor from the attacks of an earthly foe. Jle was taken 
prisoner by the Yorkers,* and carried away *• to his great 
damage." There is no written, printed, or traditional account 
to show in what this damage consisted, nor is there reason to 
believe that it was very serious in its nature. Whatever it 
might have been, he survived it many years, and lived to see 
the dual establishment of the state, of whose constitution and 
government lie was a founder. Occurrences like these were 
sufficient to convince the government of Vermont of the deter- 
mined nature of the opposition of the Yorkers. Retaliation, as 
on former occasions, Xvas again resorted to. 

Though William Shattuek had not been released from the 
penalties which had been imposed upon him by the decree of 
banUunent, yet so long as lie refrained from inimical acts he 

* The more prominent actors in this soiznre were. Abraham Avery, Ovril Car- 
penter, James DavUon, Hezekiah liroad. Henry Evan*. Nathaniel Carpenter, 
A'lonijah Putnam, Joshua Nurse, Jotliam P.ifHow. Newell Earl, Henry Evans Jr., 
Joseph Peek, Daniel Afheraft. Joseph ^hepardson, David Go.-deiionsrh, all of Guil- 
ford ; thai lea Phelps of Marlborowrh ; and Kleazer Church of ISrattlehoroiigh. 
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was allowed to live in the undisturbed possession of his house 
and farm. Still he was obliged to render to the treasurer of 
the state of Vermont an account of the income and expenses of 
his estate. Having again become obnoxious to government, he 
was arrested on the 25th of December by Oliver "Waters, a 
Brattlcborough constable. Being placed in charge of a guard 
commanded by Major Hoyden, he was conveyed to Westminster. 
Here, after undergoing an examination before Justice Nathan 
Fisk, in consequence of the disregard he had shown to the sen- 
tence by which he had been forbidden to return on pain of 
death, he was sentenced on the 27th to be imprisoned in u Ben- 
nington Gaol," without " bail or mainprise," until he should he 
discharged by due course of law. Again, under the direction 
of Waters and his posse, he was escorted across the mountains 
to his place of destination, where he was confined in irons on 
the lid of January, 1784.* 

Kindly treatment had also been manifested towards Charles 
Phelps, although he had been indicted at the same time that 
his four friends were banished. By a resolution of the General 
Assembly of Vermont, passed on the 20th of October, 17S'!, 
Governor Chittenden had been requested, to grant him permis- 
sion to visit "Westminster; to attend upon the deliberations of 
the General Assembly then in session at that place ; and to 
return to his place of abode. This request was complied with 
on the 21st of October, and he was allowed "to pass unmolested 
from "Walpole" to "Westminster, there to remain during the 
Governor's pleasure, and thence to return to Walpole. All 
persons were warned to take notice of this permission, and to 
''govern themselves accordingly." Subsequent acts of opposi- 
tion again brought him into a hostile position in the eyes of the 
Yermonters. On the 3d of January, 17S4, a warrant was issued 
for his arrest. Being taken on the 4th he was imprisoned in 
the jail at "Westminster, and the keeper was ordered to retain 
him in custody until the courts should declare their opinion 
respecting his future treatment, f 

Terrified at the summary manner in which the government 
of Vermont appeared determined to treat its opponents, a number 
of the most prominent adherents of the New York party assem- 
bled at Urattleborongh on the (>th of January, and addressed a 

* MS. Court Records. Papers in office Sec. State Vt MS. Papers of 8. R 
Bradley, 
f MS. Papers of S. R Hradley. 
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petition to tlit* authorities of the state, couched in these words: 
''Whereas t he exigences of the people living in snndry of the 
- towns on the Grants, viz., Brattleborough, Guilford, Iliusdale, 
and others, demand the most serious consideration of the 
virtuous citizens hoth of the suhjects of New York and Ver- 
mont, and a zealous assiduity to come to some equitable and 
salutary measures to prevent all kinds of severity against each 
other, or any hostile measures which will finally bar the bene- 
volent exertions of the subscribers in their humble address to 
the authority of Vermont. 

"Therefore it is most humbly prayed and earnestly* desired 
by each of us, the subscribers, that the authority of Vermont 
woidd immediately release Major Shattuck and Esquire Phelps 
from their present imprisonment; also cease from acts of the 
like kind, and restrain the troops raised and to be commanded 
by Cohmel Wait, from marching for the support of the govern- 
ment, until the rising of the next session of Assembly in Febru- 
ary next, at which session of Assembly, the subscribers, who 
profess themselves to be subjects of New York, really intend by 
themselves or by agents appointed for that purpose, to make 
application to said Assembly of Vermont, for a general purifi- 
cation, and an amicable settlement of past misunderstandings 
and things which have happened between the people claiming 
to be subjects of New York and Vermont, upon just and equi- 
table terms, consistent with the rights of mankind, the constitu- 
tion of Vermont, and the authority of the United States of 
America.'** 

The reply of Governor Chittenden to this communication, 
dictated by those principles of loyalty which he owed to the 
state, and expressed in his own terse and emphatic language, 
was far from an endorsement of the views which had been set 
forth by the petitioners. " Gentlemen," he wrote on the 10th 
of Februarv, iJ I received a request signed by yon, which 
appeared to be designed for the consideration of the authority 
of this state. Viewing it to have come only from those in oppo- 
sition to this government, it would not admit of an answer for 
many reasons which appear obvious from the tenor and style of 
your writing. I shall, however, inform you, my friends, of my 

* Tbo name* »pj>on<3oj to this petition wore thone of John Bridgmnn, Soniuel 
Knight, John Houghton. Jonathan Hunt. William Iiiglow. Timothy Church, Honry 
Kvar:s, Jothatu Itiglow, Orhm.lo Hrhhrmnn, Frnm-i* Prouty, K.lwnr.l Cm-pen tor, 
Timothy ritol,*. Iloxokmh Stowol, Amos TuU-, Klijfth Prouty. Kntherf.-rd liny. 
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sentiments respecting the matters contained in it. The prospects 
I have had, which are well known to yon, since the rising of the 
Assembly, of a general submission which was the only object 
of government, have been the only cause of the unexpected 
delay of the march of the troops. 

" I am very certain were the Assembly now sitting they 
would have no bargain to make with the people who have 
given us so much trouble without any object. I cannot say 
what might be done by them to prevent the march of Colonel 
"Wait's troops. This I can say, that nothing short of an imme- 
diate and universal submission can effect it. v * 

Pending this correspondence, the Vermontere continued to 
harass the Yorkers with an energy which accorded well with 
the late proceedings of the General Assembly. Although a 
warrant for the arrest of Francis Prouty had been in the hands 
of the constable for more than a month, yet bv his vigilance 
the wily Lieutenant had eluded all efforts to take him. Ilis 
capture was effected at hist by a party of men who broke into 
his house on the evening of the Sth of January, and removed 
him thence to prison. On the same night Seth Clark, a New 
York sergeant, was disposed of in a similar manner. Deter- 
mined to teach the Guilfordites a lesson, a party of five men, 
armed and prepared for attack or defence, entered the house of 
Capt. Joseph Peck, a few hours after the arrest of Prouty and 
Clark, leaving a number of persons on the outside in case their 
aid should be needed. Not finding the object of their search, 
and being unable to obtain any information from Mrs. Peck on 
the subject, they plundered the house, carrying off a sword and 
such other weapons as they could obtain. About one o'clock on 
the morning of the 9th the same party entered the dwelling of 
Maj. Henry Evans, whom they cotdd not find, and of whom his 
wife could give no reliable account. A candle and a tinder- 
box, taken from the ample pocket of one of the intruders, gave 
them light in prosecuting their investigations, and enabled them 
to appropriate a gnu, a sword, and a quantity of ammunition, 
as the reward of their labors. They next entered the house of 
Mary Carpenter, but finding there neither arms nor men, be- 
took themselves to the residence of Jlczckiah Broad, and made 
inquiries for him of his wife Sarah. In this instance, as in two 
of the instances already mentioned, their visit was without suo- 

• MSS. iu office Sec. State Vt, ix 229. 
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cess. Broad, like many other Guilfordites, had been warned 
of their coining, and had wisely withdrawn from observation. 
In enterprises like these they were engaged until morning, and 
were so fortunate as to secure a number of old blunderbusses, 
rusty swords, curiously carved powder-hornB, pursy bullet-bags, 
and long, snake-like shot-pouches.* 

Willing to put an end to these nocturnal visitations, Stephen 
R. Bradley, on the 10th of January, addressed a letter " To the 
inhabitants of the town of Guilford and its vicinity, who have 
been opposing the government of Vermont." " I officially ac- 
quaint you, as Attorney-General for the freemen of the state of 
Vermont," said he in this communication, " that government, 
wishes for your welfare as a people, and notwithstanding the - 
coercive measures that are adopted, aro willing to do every- 
thing for you consistent with the welfare of government ; and I 
now assure you, upon your desisting from your opposition, and 
returning peaceably to your families, your persons and proper- 
ties shall be protected ; and in order for that, upon your certi- 
fying under your hands on your parol of honor to me, or to the 
sheriff of this county, or his deputy, or to Major Josiah Boy den 
of Fulham, that you will not directly nor indirectly do any act 
or thing prejudicial to the state of Vermont, all prosecutions 
against any of you shall be no further prosecuted till the rising 
of the next General Assembly, when I trust you may meet with 
all desired lenity. I except nevertheless all persons who have 
beeu taken by the officers of government, and such as have 
been banished. What you do in this respect must be soon, as 
the matter is now become serious." Irritated by the indignities 
to which they had been subjected, the Yorkers were in no spirit 
to accept of conditions or apply for pardon. Meantime the 
Vcrmonters persisted in executing the laws of their state. On 
the 10th, warrants were issued for the arrest of Henry Evans of 
Guilford, and Eleazer Church and Nathaniel Chandler of Brat- 
tleborough. Church, who was taken on the 12th, was brought 
before Justice Nathan Fi.sk of Westminster, and being charged 
with " treasonable conduct " was lodged in the jail of that town, 
"loaded with irons." On the 13th, Chandler was also com- 
mitted.! 

From the latter part of October. 17S3, to the present time, a 
detachment of state troops, which had varied in number from 

• Various MS. D.positions. f MS. Tapers in office See. Slate Vt 
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twenty-five to sixty-five, lia<l been under arms lor the purpose 
of quelling any outbreaks* that might arise, and for assisting 
the sheriff in performing the duties of his office. They it were 
who had made arrests in the night time, and removed such 
means of defence as they could find, from the houses of the op- 
position. The quarters of Com.-Gen. Joseph Farnsworth, Maj. 
Josiah Boy den, Ens. Oliver Waters, and Lieut. Experience 
Fisk, the officers of this detachment, were at the inn of Josiah 
Anns, in Brattleborough. Enraged by the conduct of the sol- 
diers of this detachment, the Yorkers determined to retaliate by 
taking some of them prisoners. With this intention William 
White, Daniel A she raft,* Joseph Shepdarson Jr., Nathaniel 
Shepardson, Noah Shepardson, Samuel Melendy, Hezekiah 
Broad, Samuel Curtis, Moses Yaw, Daniel Cole, Artcmaa 
Goodenough, lthamar Ooodenough, aTid Jotham Biglow, all 
of Guilford ; Richard Church and Isaac Kendall of Brattlebo- 
rough ; and a number of others, the whole commanded by 
Nathaniel Carpenter of Guilford, attacked the inn on the lfith, 
and demanded the immediate delivery of Waters, who had be- 
come especially obnoxious on account of the energy he had dis- 
played in behalf of the state. General Farnsworth endeavored 
to expostulate with them upon the rashness of their conduct, 
but they were deaf to his remonstrances and renewed their 
demand in the most peremptory manner. Determined to ac- 

• At the commencement of the revolutionary war, Mr. Aiheraft, ■who waa 
friendly to the American cause but who ilid not choose to engage in the struggle, 
abandoned his dwelling on Fisher's Island within the tlion province of New York, 
and removed to the town of Guilford, in Cumberland county. In the disputes 
which afterward* arose among the settlers on the New Hampshire Grant*, he 
supported the claims of the New York adherents, and in the end was compelled 
to lenvc the state. On the 25th of October. 1784, he petitioned the Legislature 
of New York for a grant of land in the western part of that gtntc. The commit- 
tee to whom his petition was referred reported thereon on the '2'Jth, and the con- 
sideration of his request was, on their recommendation, postponed. Finding that 
he could obtain no aid in this direction, he presented a petition to the General 
Assembly of Vermont on the l'.»th of October. 1785, in which he prayed '* for a 
pardon of all ohTenees he had committed'" against the state " by adhering to the 
government of New York." The report of the committee to whom his ropiest 
was referred stated, that although lie had formerly been connected with the 
opposition, he was " now likely to make a good citizen," and recommended that he 
should be pardoned by an act of the Legislature, provided he should take the 
o-ith of allegiance before the 1st of March, 1781'.. The report wa» accepted, and 
nn act wn- passed agreeable to the recommendation. — M>. IVtitimi t» N V. 
Semite. Journal Senate N. Y.. 1st Meeting. 8th Session, p. 1.".. Journal* (Jen. 
Ass. Vt., Oct. 17 83. 
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eomplish tlioir object, and enraged by the grievances to which 
they had been subjected, they commenced an assault upon the 
house, au<l riddled the doors and windows with musket balls 
and buck-hot. After tiring about thirty times, wounding Major 
Hoyden in the leg, and shooting a traveller through the thigh, 
they entered the building " in their common, desperate man- 
ner,'' as was subsequently stated, and having captured Waters 
departed with their prey.* 

The object of Farnsworth in remonstrating with the York- 
el's was to delay their attack until the troops, who were 
quartered about a mile distant, could bo informed of the danger 
with which the officers were threatened. lint his efforts, as has 
been seen, were without avail. Satisfied with the result of 
their foray, the Yorkers surrounded the prisoner, and ordered 
him to accompany them. Under a strong guard they conveyed 
him on foot to the northern lines of the state of Massachusetts, 
where they fastened on his hands "a huge weight of ill-shaped 
iron," and consigned him to the care of two of the party, with 
orders to conduct him to Poughkeepsie. The news of the seiz- 
ure reached Halifax on the night of the 17th, through the 
instrumentality of Lieut. John Xoyes of Guilford, and pro- 
duced an intense excitement. Horses and arms were immedi- 
ately procured, and a company of fifteen menf led by Joseph 
Tucker started in pursuit. Knowing well the route which 
their opponents had taken, they followed closely in their track, 
and on the ISth reached Northampton, where they found Wa- 
ter.-. They immediately rescued him, and at the same time 
secured his guards. 

Meantime Timothy Phelps, who had been entrusted with 
a number of dispatches and depositions which he was to deliver 
to Governor Clinton, had commenced his journey, and having 
reached Hadley, was visiting his brother Charles, who was a 
resident of that town. Tucker and his party, who, to use their 
own language, were then in high spirits," being unwilling 
to return without accomplishing some other exploit, determined 

• In a newspaper Account of this nflhir it is stated that " Waters voluntarily 
resigned himself up to tins parly." The court papers, and the otlior documentary 
testimony of tliat period, corroborate* the version presented in the text. 

f Thonian Seott, Stephen Ciitei*, Timothy Woodward, David Williams 1 . ITijah 
Phillip*, liorhatu Xoycs, Joel "Mitnner I'hilemon Stacy. Daniel Walworth. Kut'o* 
Fi*k, Samuel Dennim>n, John No}-?*, Caleb Owen, Thomas Farnsworth, Nathaniel 
W hitney.— Tucker* Petition. 
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to escort Timothy Phelps back to Vermont, in the same manner in 
which Waters had been compelled to leave that state. Concealing 
theobjectof jhcirvibit, they entered HadU-v after nightfall, and on 
approaching the house where Timothy Phelps was lodged, asked 
to be admitted. Springing from his bed and seizing his arms, 
Charles Phelps rushed to the door, but before he could reach it, 
Tucker and his men had forced an entrance. A Revere struggle en- 
sued, in which the owner of the dwelling was overpowered and 
thrown to the floor. As the rioters were proceeding to bind 
him, his wife appeared and claimed him as her husband. At 
the same time Timothy Phelps came forward, and the rioters 
perceiving their mistake allowed the supposed offender to arise, 
and seizing his brother secured him and departed, with the 
intention of confining him in Bennington jail, where he had 
already spent so many months. 

As soon as Tucker and his party had gone, Charles Phelps 
hastened to Klisha Porter, the sheriff of Hampshire county, and 
informed him of the occurrences of the evening. "Warrants 
were immediately issued, a number of the local militia who 
were commanded by Pheljw were placed under arms, a jtoxxe 
was also collected, and the whole party, thirty strong, mounted, 
and headed by the sheriff, were soon in hot pursuit. On reach- 
ing Hatfield, Waters'* party had been joined by twelve more of 
the state troops of Vermont, and with this reinforcement they 
were pushing forward with as much speed as the circumstances 
would allow. Dashing on without once drawing rein, their pur- 
suers followed with spirit and determination. At eight o'clock 
on the morning of the 19th the rioters were overtaken at 
Bloody Brook in Deerfield, where they had dismounted to 
refresh both themselves and their horses. Entering the room 
where they were engaged at breakfast, the sheriff exclaimed, 
"Where are those damned Vermonters f" and without giving 
them time to rally, the men of Hampshire county commenced the 
attack. The rioters, ignorant of the legal authority under which 
their opponents were acting, and taking them for Yorkers, 
resisted with vigor. In the midst of the struggle which was 
now becoming serious, the sheriff made known his official charac- 
ter, and pronounced the rioters his prisoners. Satisfied that resist- 
ance to such authority would be likely to terminate unfortunately, 
Waters and his party submitted to the sheriff, released Timothy 
Phelps, and were carried back to Hadley. There they were 
tried before three justices. Four of them were f umd guilty of 
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riotous conduct, and were adjudged to pay in fines and costs 
Jj'Jl Ss. Tucker, in his relation of the affair, stated that, this 
verdict was obtained through the instrumentality of Charles 
Phelps of Hadley, and that the views of the sheriff were so 
much changed when all the circumstances connected with the 
affair were made known to him, that lie frankly forgave the 
Verinonters, although he had received more wounds than all 
the rest of his party, eulogized them in open court as " good 
fellows/' and promised his assistance in the future "both as a 
gentleman and a magistrate," in preventing their fellow-citizens 
from being " carried through that vicinity by the Yorkers."* 

" On the 25th of February following, Tucker and his associates petitioned 
the General Assembly of Vermont who were then in session at Bennington, for a 
reimbursement of the expense* which they had incurred in these proceeding*. 
Intending the courao they had pursued, " we did all this," said they, " solely 
out of loyalty and friendship to this government, and although we did nut 
carry our points in everything, yet we prevented Mr. Water* from bcirg 
now confined in New York, which doubtless the Yorkers would have gloried 
much in ; and aho obtained the favor of the officer in the Massachusetts state, be- 
fore mentioned, which will, in all probability, be interesting to this state." Their 
petition was referred to a committee of three, who subsequently met and 
consulted with a committee from the Council consisting of Ira Allen. The 
report of the joint committee was accepted on the 5th of March, and an order wo* 
passed directing the sale of so much of the estate of Charles Phelps of Marl- 
borough, which had already been confiscated to the use of the state, as *hould 
amount to £49 18*. lid., the sum claimed by the petitioners. At this point the 
subject, it is believed, was dropped, and was probably never again revived. — MS. 
Accounts of the Capture of Waters, Tucker, Phelps, etc Thompson's Vt Ga- 
zetteer, p. 142. South Carolina Gazette, Feb. 2, 1784. 
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Is the midst of these transactions, Colonel Church and Major 
Evan* wrote to Governor Clinton, begging him to adopt such 
measures as would tend to their relief, and free them from the 
oppressions °f the Vermouters. In their letter of the ltith of 
January, they informed him, that they were forced to be under 
arms day and night ; detailed to him the names of those who 
had been imprisoned; and, filled with the dread of their foes 
and ready to believe every rumor which might be suggested, 
reported that an army of four hundred or five hundred Ver- 
mouters were already stationed in separate divisions at Bratrle- 
borough, Marlborough, and Halifax, ready to "kill, burn, and 
destroy all before them.'' These representations, although exag- 
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gerated, were destined to be verified, in part, during tlic follow- 
ing week. The seizure of Waters had continued the Vormonters 
in the determination they had takeu to subdue the Yorkers by 
military force, and the time had now come for the execution of 
this design. The colonels of two of the nearest regiments were 
immediately infonned that the period for action had arrived, and 
were requested to collect their companies and proceed without 
delay to the seat of war. 

On Saturday the- 17th of January, tho day succeeding the 
publication of these orders, troops began to assemble, towards 
evening, at the rendezvous in Brattleborough, the inn of Josiah 
Arms. On the following day reinforcements arrived from the 
neighboring towns, and the usually quiet village rapidly assumed 
the appearance of a military station. The quiet of Sunday was 
disturbed by the roll of the drum and the shrill notes of the 
fife. The place of worship was deserted, for all were interested 
in the contemplated proceedings. Those who acknowledged 
the government of Vermont, freely opened their houses to the 
soldiers, while those who owed allegiance to XeAv York barred 
their doors, and carefully guarded every entrance to their 
dwellings. Bullets were moulded ; guns prepared ; belts fur- 
nished ; buckles polished ; dresses lacking in martial appearance 
were made more martial ; and any arrangement which would 
tend to expedite the march was perfected. 

The number of men who reported themselves on the morning 
of Monday, the 19th, ready for service, was more than three 
hundred. The regiment of state troops, the command of which 
had been given to Col. Benjamin Wait, mustered nearly a 
hundred guns, and was officered by Lieut.-Col. Elijah Knight, 
Maj. Josiah Boyden, and Capt. Benjamin Whitney. Of the 
first brigade of the militia under the command of Gen. Samuel 
Fletcher, the first regiment was officered by Col. Stephen 11. 
Bradley, Maj. Samuel Minott, Adjt. Eliakim S|xw>ner, and 
Quarter Master Benjamin Burt. From this regiment there 
were now assembled a company from Townshend of fifty-three 
men, commanded by Capt. Josiah Fisk ; one from Westminster 
of forty-four men, under the command of Capt. Silas Bnrk ; 
one from Putney of twenty -seven men, in charge of Lieut. 
Ebenezer Parker; and one from Rockingham of twenty-two 
men, commanded by Capt. John Fuller. Of the regiment of 
Col. John Sergeants, belonging also to Oen. Fletcher's brigade, 
Capt. Isaac Wheeler commanded a company from Wilmington 
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ot' thirty-two men ; Lieut. Daniel Gates one from Dummerston 
of twenty-two men ; ami Sergt. Sylvester Bishop one from Marl- 
borough of fifteen men. 

Snow had begun to fall early on Monday morning, and when, 
a few hours alter sunrise, the troops commenced their march, 
the storm had become so severe, and the roads so obstructed, 
that rackets were found of great assistance in increasing loco- 
motion. As the little army, piloted by Samuel Shepardson, 
advanced in a southwesterly direction, a violent northwester 
blowing the snow upon the right side of their faces, served to 
increase the unple;isantness of the undertaking. The ordnance 
department was composed of one old cannon, almost useless, 
from Dummerston, and was superintended by Ebenczer Haven 
and Isaac Miller. The soldiers marched in single tile, about 
three paces distant one from another, and as they wound 
through the woods, appearing here at a clearing, ami anon dis- 
appearing in a thicket, the effect upon those who beheld them 
was far more beneficial in inspiring fear, than would have been 
the display of a dozen field-pieces. The long procession, but 
dimly seen through the falling snow, left full scope for the 
imagination, and many believed that a numerous host was 
coming to ravage, burn, and destroy. In the lower part of 
lirattleborough, the advanced guard noticed on the further side 
of the fence that skirted the road, a man on horseback stationed 
on a little elevation, who rode off at their approach. Others 
similarly posted were met further on, and it now became 
evident that spies had been placed along the whole line of the 
route by which the troops wero advancing. The service which 
these spies unintentionally performed for the Vermonters, was 
far from being trivial. Deceived by the appearance of the 
approaching columns, they rode back to their friends and 
reported that the enemy was a thousand strong. At the same 
time the Vermonters were informed by some persons whom 
they had captured, that the Yorkers to the number of a hundred 
and sixty, had taken a pledge to fight to the death. At Guilford 
the soldiers halted for the night, obtaining shelter in houses, 
barns, and such other places as afforded protection fnfn the 
storm. 

On the morning of Tuesday, the 20th, hostilities commenced. 
About forty Yorkers had rendezvoused at a house in Guilford 
occupied by a man named Stnwell, and had stationed themselves 
not only within, but around the building, and behind an adjacent 
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pile of logs. B it at the sight of the armed militia they quailed 
and fled, with the exception of eight or ten who were captured. 
After running halt* a mile, their course being most of the way 
descending, they again took a position in the house of a Mrs. 
Iloltou, a widow, situated on a plain, and again swore to stand 
their ground and " fight it out." Meantime Captain Burke's 
men. with two other companies, stopped and took jiossession of 
Stowell's house, while Captain Whitney and his followers 
pushed on to dislodge the Yorkers at Hoi ton's. This was easily 
effected, for no sooner had Whitney and his troops reached the 
house than the Yorkers again ran, halting at a point about half 
a mile further on. It was now between two and tliree o'clock 
in the afternoon, and as the valiant soldiery had found that they 
could enjoy accommodations in the houses which had been 
vacated l>y the Yorkers, they determined to suspend all warlike 
operations of an aggressive character until the morning. Having 
taken good heed to station guards about their encampments, and 
to send out spies to watch the motions of the enemy, they made 
preparations to spend the night as agreeably as their circum- 
stances would permit. 

On Wednesday, the 21st, the troops assembled at Stowell's 
house. Part of them were detached thence to reconnoitre in 
Marlborough and Halifax, while the main body advanced in 
pursuit of the Yorkers. The snow had now become so deep 
that the officers, being on foot, found it difficult to perform their 
duty with all the alacrity which the circumstances rccpiired. 
Horses were accordingly procured for Colonel Bradley, Adju- 
tant Spooner, Dr. Elkanah Day, and others, and the supervision 
of affairs was thus rendered easier and more complete. On 
reaching the top of a hill, distant about a mile and a half from 
the Massachusetts line, the house of one Packard, a justice of the 
peaee, near which it was supposed the Yorkers were assembled, 
was easily discerned. The Ycrmontere pressed forward, and as 
thev approached the building, thirty or forty Yorkers, who were 
within at dinner, rushed out with their guns, and began to 
station themselves in an advantageous position. At Packard's 
house commenced a valley running south, through which lay 
the road. The elevation on the right had been cleared of brush 
and underwood, but there were still statiding a number of 
girdled hemlocks, whose size and position afforded a sate cover 
to which to flW or whence to a--ail. A scattering growth of 
*ngar maples on the elevation at the left, offered similar advan- 
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tages. Across the road the bole of a large tree had been thrown, 
behind which and the trees on either side, the Yorkers awaited 
the approach of the troops. 

As they advanced, 'Squire Packard appeared at the door 
of his dwelling, and begged Scrgt. Silvanus Fisk, who was 
temporarily in command of the advance company, not to 
proceed, telling him at the same time that as soon as he should 
pass a certain blacksmith's shop, situated a short distance 
before him, he and his company would certainly be fired upon. 
Fisk, a young man, rash and impetuous, was not disposed 
to pay much attention to this warning. When passing through 
"Westminster, in reply to some inquiry as to the course which 
was to be pursued towards the opposition, he had been heard to 
bay in one of the rough expressions of a farmer, that he would 
show the Yorkers " how the pig ate the butter,"' thus signifying, 
by an allusion now obsolete, that he would teach the oppo- 
nents of Vermont a lesson which they would not soon forget 
His daring did not now desert him, and his men, partaking of 
his spirit, followed where he led. 

The given point was soon reached, but the Vermonters 
had hardly passed it, when a discharge from the right proved 
the truth of Packard's assertion. No injury followed this 
assault. The troops pressed forward and were again fired upon 
from the barricade in front. As the smoke occasioned by 
this volley cleared away, a man distinguished by the blue coat 
which he wore came from behind the maples, and with 
deliberate aim discharged his gun at Sergeant Fisk. The ball 
took effect, entering at the right side of the stomach and passing 
into the groin. u Are you badly hurt, Sergeant ?" said Private 
Theophilns Crawford, who was standing near him. Ai God bless 
you !" replied Fisk, " don't ask any questions, but push on and 
kill some of the devils." Encouraged by these words, his men 
gave chase to the now retreating Yorkers, and, pursuing them 
with hot haste, drove them more than half a mile beyond 
the boundaries of Vermont, and within the limits of Massa- 
chusetts. Unable to walk, Fisk was placed on a sleigh, and 
being taken to Mrs. IIol ton's dwelling was treated with all the 
attentions which kindness could suggest. Hut his Mound 
proved incurable, and he died before the close of the following 
spring. The only other person who suffered on this occasion 
was Joel Knight of Dummeivton, who was slightly injured in 
the arm by a bullet. 
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Driven from tlieir homes, the Yorkers applied for assistance 
to the inhabitants of the towns in Massachusetts to which they 
had fled. This was readily granted as far as food and shelter 
would avail, but no one was willing to engage in acts of hosti- 
lity against the neighboring state, without orders from Congress. 
Hoping to obtain favorable terms, the Yorkers sent a flag to 
their " unnatural enemy," as they styled the Vermonters, pro- 
mising passive obedience until the rising of the Vermont Assem- 
bly, provided they should be permitted to return to their 
homes and remain there unmolested. To their message they 
received no reply, and the person by whom it was carried was 
detained as a prisoner. 

On the 22d, Ethan Alien arrived with ammunition and 
reinforcements. Of the companies from Bennington which came 
with him, one was commanded by Capt. Joseph Saft'ord, another 
by Capt. llczekiah Armstrong, and a third by Capt. Joseph 
Wickwire. Not daring to make an incursion within the juris- 
diction of Massachusetts in pursuit of the Yorkers, who had 
fled thither for safety, and deeming it useless to remain longer 
in a place where their presence could be of no essential service 
to the cause they maintained, the officers from both sides of the 
mountains, alter a long consultation, concluded to return. To 
render the march more easy, a company were dispatched, in the 
morning, to break a road through the snow which was now nearly 
four feet in depth on the level. Leaving Stowell's house two 
hours before sunset, the main body of the troops began their 
march, having in charge about twenty prisoners, and reached 
the tavern of Landlord Arms, in Brattleborongh, the same 
night. Here a portion of the troops were dismissed. On the 
morning of the 23d the remainder proceeded to Westminster, 
where the Yorkers were lodged in jail to await their trial at the 
next session of the Superior court. 

During the time which intervened between the commitment 
and the trial, the prisoners were guarded by a strong military 
watch, and every precaution was taken to prevent their escape. 
An account of these proceedings was sent by Colonel Church 
and Major Kvans to Governor Clinton, and a request was made 
that he would write to the Governor of Massachusetts, if such 
an act was proper, and desire him to send relief to the unfor- 
tunate subjects of Xew York. '* We are driven from our habi- 
tations,'' said they. " Our houses are plundered. Our posses- 
sions taken from us. We are in a very miserable situation, and 
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implore your Excellency's interposition, our case being really 
deplorable.' 1 * 

On the 3d of February the Superior court commenced its 
session at Westminster, Moses Robinson, chief judge, presiding. 
About twenty-five prisoners were arraigned at the bar. Francis 
Prouty, who had been engaged in the month of November last, 
at the head of a number of men, in conveying Luke Knowltou 
without the borders of Vermont, pleaded guilty to the indict- 
ment of the grand jurors, and was sentenced to pay a tine of 
£30, with costs of prosecution, and to be " imprisoned in close 
confinement for the space of forty days." He was also charged, 
in a separate indictment, with having entered Knowlton's house 
on the same occasion burglariously, and with an intent " the 
goods and chattels of the said Knowlton to steal, take, and carry 
away." This accusation was not substantiated. To a third 
charge, that of resisting the deputy sheriff Barzillai Rice, when 
he endeavored to arrest him on a warrant issued in consequence 
of his attack upon Knowlton, he pleaded not guilty. The 
records of tho court do not show a decision contrary to the plea. 
Of those who had been accused of being engaged in an assault, 
upon Benjamin Carpenter in December last, only a few were 
arrested, and of this number Charles Phelps, Abraham Avery, 
and Henry Evans pleaded not guilty, and were sentenced to pay 
the costs of the prosecution. A nd.. pros, was entered in behalf 
of Henry Evans Jr. Cyril Carpenter was alone found guilty, and 
was sentenced to pay a fine of £20; to give bonds for his good 
behavior; and stand committed until judgment should bo com- 
plied with. 

As the result of the investigations consequent upon the late 
hostilities at Guilford, tho grand jurors presented charges against 
a number of the Yorkers. The principal count in the indict- 
ments was that in which the wounding of Silvauus Fisk "so 
that his life is greatly despaired of," was set forth. Joseph 
Wells of Brattleborough pleaded guilty to the charge of being 
engaged in the proceedings which resulted in this sad event, and 
was sentenced to pay a fine of .£20 and the costs of prosecution ; 
to be imprisoned six months; and if the terms of the whole 
sentence were not complied with at the end of that time, to 
stand committed until the satisfaction should be complete. 
Elijah Curtis, a participator in the same affair, and who entered 
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a plea of not guilty, was fined £10 and the costs of the suit. 
On another indictment to which Joseph Wells pleaded guilty, 
the court sentenced the delinquent to " close confinement " for six 
months, and fined him £30 and costs. Amos Yaw Jr., charged 
with some offence, owned that he had disobeyed a Vermont 
officer. To the remainder of the indictment in his case tho 
State's attorney entered a nol. pros. The prisoner was amerced 
in the sum of £5 and the costs of suit. Charles Phelps was 
tried for the offences which had been charged against him in the 
fall of 1782, similar in their nature to those which had resulted 
in the condemnation of Shattuck, Church, Evans, and Timothy 
Phelps. His plea was guilty. By the judgment of the court 
he was attainted of treason ; was sentenced to sixty days' im- 
prisonment; and all his estate, real and personal, was forfeited 
to the use of the state. Edward Carpenter, Asapn Carpenter, 
Shubael Bullock, Joseph Chamberlain, and David Thurber, all 
of whom were proved to have been engaged in the disturbances 
at Guilford, were fined in sums varying with the character of 
the offences committed. Of the rest of the offenders, some were 
mulcted in small amounts ; others were dismissed on paying the 
costs of prosecution ; and in the case of a few the complaints 
were withdrawn for want of evidence to sustain them. 

During the session of the court, "Westminster had presented 
more the appearance of a military encampment than of a 
peaceful village. With the departure of tho dignitaries of tho 
bench, the lawyers of the bar, and the prisoners in the dock, 
it again assumed its wonted aspect, and the roll of the drum 
and the shrill notes of the fife gave place to the music of the 
merry sleigh bells of winter, and left to their jingling notes the 
monopoly of noise for the rest of the season. 

For the purpose of keeping tho Yorkers in subjection, a por- 
tion of the troops, comprising Lieut. Elijah Knight's company 
of twenty men, and Capt. Benjamin Whitney's of sixty-five, 
were stationed at Guilford and in the adjacent towns until the 
1st of March following. The effect of this watchfulness was to 
prevent those who had fled from returning, and had not the 
hospitalities of the inhabitants of the neighboring state been 
extended to the refugees, their sufferings — multiplied though 

they were — would have been far more severe and intolerable. * 
Intent upon an excursion of some kind, and finding but little 
opposition within the borders of Vermont, a party of soldiers 
set out on the 20th of February, with the determination of 
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securing Daniel Shepardson, a sworn magistrate of the state of 
New York, ami until within a few weeks a resident of Guilford 
Proceeding to Xorthtield, Massachusetts, where Shepardson 
had taken up Ids tenij)orary abode, tliey made him a prisoner, 
although he was at that time within the jurisdiction of another 
state, and hurried him back to Vermont,, where he was placed 
in confinement. In many instances the property, which the 
Yorkers in consequence of their sudden flight had left unpro- 
tected, was regarded by the militia as legitimate spoil, and not a 
few of the latter manifested an unbecoming pleasure in despoil- 
ing their adversaries of such necessaries and conveniences of 
life as were found in the deserted dwellings. 

Meantime the Legislature of New York, fully alive to the 
unhappy situation of the citizens of that state residing in Ver- 
mont, were endeavoring to obtain from Congress a definitive 
settlement of the dispute between the contending parties. On 
the 2d of February, James Duane, from the committee ap- 
pointed to prepare instructions to the delegates from New York 
in Congress, presented a report to the Senate, in which among 
other recommendations, it was advised, that the delegates be 
instructed " to press Congress for a decision in the long-pro- 
tracted controversy respecting the rights of this state to the dis- 
trict commonly called the New Hampshire Grants, not on con- 
sideration of public expediency, but consistency with the assu- 
rances of Congress, according to equity. That they represent, 
in the most pointed terms, the grievous injustice done to tho 
state by such delay, especially after a submission in compliance 
with the unanimous recommendation of Congress, and claim, 
most expressly, a performance of the solemn engagement of 
Congress to make the said decision, on a pledge no less sacred 
than that of the faith of the United States, which ought not to 
be violated on any pretence whatsoever. That they likewise 
represent to Congress the danger which may arise from further 
procrastination ; that the leaders of the district in question have 
actually raised troops, and do now employ those troops to re- 
duce other inhabitants, resident in said district, and acknow- 
ledging themselves citizens of this state, to submit to the said 
assumed government ; that when every state ought to be in the 
full enjoyment of the blessings of peace, under the protection 
of the Union, this alone is in the disagreeable situation of hav- 
ing hostilities already commenced against its citizens; but, that 
if she must recur to force for the preservation of her lawful 
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authority, the impartial world will pronounce that none of the 
bloodshed, disorder, or disunion, which may ensue, can be 
imputable to this Legislature, who appeal to the Journals of 
Congress for the rectitude, moderation, and liberality of the 
measures they have invariably pursued to produce an amicable 
determination of the controversy. And lastly, that they, if 
necessary, be most explicit on the subject, and inform Congress 
that this Legislature conceive themselves to be urgently pressed 
by the great duty of self-preservation, to prepare, without loss 
of time, for the worst events: and that, however sincerely they 
arc disposed to maintain the Union, and to manifest an invio- 
lable respect for Congress, if the decision, which has so long in 
vain been solicited, should not be pronounced within two- 
months next after nine states shall be represented in Congress, 
subsequent to this stato being represented there, no further 
expectations can be entertained of such decision, and that this 
state, with whatever deep regret, will be compelled to consider 
herself as left to pursue her own counsels, destitute of the pro- 
tection of the United States, to whose judgment they have 
cheerfully submitted, and on whose justice they have hitherto 
relied. 

44 Tho committee further report it as their opinion, that if 
Congress should delay the decision of the said controversy after 
the time above limited, it ought to be considered as a denial of 
justice. That the act entitled 4 An act to empower the Con- 
gress of the United States of America, to determine all con- 
troversies relative to certain lands in the counties of Cumber- 
land, Gloucester, Charlotte, and Albany, commonly called the 
New Hampshire Grants,' passed the 21st day of October, 
177'.*,* ought to be repealed, in order that this Legislature may 
be left at liberty to propose an adjustment of the said dispute 
in the mode prescribed by tho ninth article of the federal union, 
or to take such other measures as the preservation of their coun- 
try from lawless invasion and encroachment may require." 

On the 6th of February, before the instructions had received 
the sanction of the Legislature, Timothy Phelpsf appeared bc- 

* So« ante, p, ,165. 

f After escaping from Oliver Water* on the 19th of January, 17S4. m has been 
previously mentioned, Phelps resumed din journey southward. He tarried at 
Norwich n few days, where his wife was then visiting, and on reaching the eity 
of New York presented to the Senate, who were then in session at that place, 
clcvvii |'U|irr* containing inforniution n-s|>ccting the situation of the friend* of 
New York in Vermont, which |»a|H r* had bee • entrusted to his care by Samuel 
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fore the Senate ; testified under oath to the maltreatment ho 
had received on account of his allegiance to New York ; and 
produced a number of papers and depositions " relative to the 
disorders and violences committed on the well-affected citizens 
of the state, residing in the north-eastern parts thereof, by per- 
sons under the authority of the usurped government commonly 
called Vermont.'' The information and papers were immedi- 
ately communicated to the Assembly, and were by them con- 
sidered on the 7th. By a concurrent resolution of the two 
Houses, the whole subject was referred to a joint committee 
composed of Messrs. Ford, Lamb, Nicholson, Coe, and Lott 
from the Assembly, and Messrs. Duane, Paine, a^id Floyd from 
the Senate. On the 13th Mr. Ford, as chairman of the joint 
committee, rendered his report to the Assembly. In it he 
adverted briefly to the principal events connected with the con- 
troversy, which had occurred since the time when Governor 
Benning Wentworth made grants " in express violation of a 
solemn agreement with the former government of this state, 
that all grants should be suspended until the final decision of 
the Crown." Turning, then, to the consideration of the present 
condition of affairs he observed : — 

" It appears to the committee, that the people who style 
themselves Vermonters, to prevent all opposition to their project 
of independence, have actually raised troops and levied war 
against those of their neighbors within the said district, who 
yield allegiance to the state of New York; that hostilities have 
actually been commenced ; that many of the subjects of this 
state have been imprisoned, loaded with irons, and punished as 
traitors with the utmost severity ; and that others have been 
driven from their habitations, and have had their property 
confiscated, for no other reason than their attachment to this 
state. 

" That the papers which were submittod to tho committee 

Bixby, one of the justices of the peace for Cumberland county by the appoint- 
ment of New York. At the same time he exhibited a complaint and a deposition 
descriptive of his own sufferings and condition. While awaiting the result of the 
deliberation* of tho Legislature, he " not only expended the little money he had 
received from his friend* who had sent him on this mission, but was obliged to 
pawn his clothes in order to procure food and lodgings. In this situation he 
memorialized the Assembly, beffiring them to provide him with means sufficient 
to pay his expenses and " enable him to leave the city with decency «nd credit" 
His petition was rend on the 17th of February, and referred to Messrs. Adgate, 
Malcom, and Youngs. It is prohnble that hi* sufferings were relieved. Journal 
Aw. N. Y , Vth se-^ion. p i't. 
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contaiu sufficient proof of these facte, and an earnest appli- 
cation from the last mentioned inhabitants to this Btate, for 
protection. 

" That, upon the whole, it is the opinion of the committee, 
that the most decided measures ought to be pursued, without 
loss of time, as well for the protection of our 6aid suffering citi- 
zens, as for the peace and tranquillity of the said district. 

"That therefore Congress ought to be earnestly pressed 
to determine the controversy aforesaid ; and that, to remove all 
uneasiness about the right of soil, the concessions respecting 
the said district ought to be so far enlarged, as to confirm to the 
said claimants, the lands which they hold within the lines of 
the towns settled by them, although they may be compre- 
hended within the bounds of patents of prior date, under the 
seal of New York. That this concession should be fully gua- 
ranteed to the said claimants by the United States in Congress 
assembled ; and that it is the opinion of the committee, that a 
bill should be ordered to be brought in, for carrying the 
measures aforesaid into effect." 

The House agreed with the committee in their report, and 
the same committee were appointed to bring in a bill u for 
carrying into effect the measures " they themselves had recom- 
mended. On the 27th, instructions to the New York delegates 
in Congress suggested by tho report of the committee, and 
additional to those which had been introduced on the 2d, were 
presented to the Senate and adopted. On the same day both 
sets of instructions were sent to the Assembly, and were con- 
curred in by them on the 2d of March.* 

"While the Legislature of New York were deliberating, 
resolving, instructing, and the inhabitants of the southern 
part of "Windham county were engaged in attacking, re- 
pelling, and defending, tho General Assembly of Vermont 
convened at Bennington on the 19th of February and 
continued in session until the 9th of March following. 
The present condition of affairs in the southern part of the state ; 
the moans by which obedience to constituted authority could he 
enforced ; questions of policy ; and tho consideration of the 
petitions of Yorkers who had become obnoxious to punishment, 
were topics which occupied the time and shared the delibera- 
tions of the representatives of the people on this occasion. From 

* Journal S«vmto. X. V., 7th session, pp. 1«, 17,20,21,42,43,4-1. .Mirnnl 
Assembly, N. Y . 7th scwion. pp :io, W, :i7. 00, »il. 
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his cell in "Bennington jail," where lie had been confined 
din ing the two months preceding, William Shattuck on the 24th 
of February, supplicated the Assembly for pardon. Hits request 
was referred to a joint committee, but their report was laid on 
the table on the 26th, "for further consideration," and was 
allowed to remain there during the rest of the session.* A 
petition from Charles Phelps, imprisoned in the same place, 
praying to be released from confinement, was, on the 2t>th, 
referred to a joint committee, who recommended in their report 
of the 27th, "that the said Charles Phelps be immediately dis- 
charged from his imprisonment ; and, that no part of the estate 
of said Phelps, which has been seized and confiscated by order 
of the Supreme court, be sold or disposed of until further orders 
from the Assembly." The report was accepted, and a bill was 
introduced, entitled, " An act to discharge Charles Phelps from 
imprisonment." Having been read and accepted in the Assem- 
bly, it was sent to the Council and received their concurrence. 
On the same day Phelps was permitted to appear before the 
Council, and in their presence voluntarily took " the oath of 
allegiance and fidelity to the state of Vermont." Though, by 
this act, he obtained his liberty, his property, which had been 
taken from him, was not restored, nor was that which remained 
allowed to rest unmolested. Debts due the government of Ver- 
mont from insolvent or absconding Yorkers, were satisfied from 
his estate. His books were borrowed by Vermont lawyers to be 

• On o subsequent occasion Shattuck petitioned the Council for hi* release, 
acquiescing in the justice of the sentence of banishment which hnd been parsed 
upon him by the Superior court in September, 17S2, and praying for pardon. 
His prayer was granted on the 12th of April, 1784, and a resolution was passed, 
restoring him to partial citizenship, and declaring his estate free from the ban of 
confiscation. The conditions on which these favors were bestowed, were that he 
should pay to the sheriff of Bennington county £25 lawful money, to meet the 
cost* of prosecution ; satisfy the "just demands" of Nathan Fny, the jail keejicr, 
f>r board ; and give to the treasurer of the state bonds in £100, lawful money, 
with sufficient sureties, that he would not " enter or presume to go into the county 
of Windham, without liberty therefor first hod and obtained " from the Council. 
With these terms he complied, and thus obtained his discharge. A few weeks 
later he notified to Governor Chittenden the " distressed circumstances * of hi* 
family, and his inability to relieve them, except in person. A passport, signed 
by the Governor and Councillors, was accordingly granted to him on the Jtli of 
June, 17s t, by which permission was given him t«> visit hi* family unmolested. 
On the 14th of October, 17 he prayed the General Assembly to release him 
from the payment "f the £l;> bond. The application was dismissed without an 
answer. Journals Gen. Ass. Vt , and Vt, Council Records, 1784. Papers relating 
to Vt Controversy, in office See. State K. Y , p 53. 
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used and kept. His cattle were divided among the neighboring 
families. Much of his household furniture served to enrich the 
best rooms of his sturdy opponents. A full pardon granted to 
him by the General Assembly at their session in October 
following, alone saved him from beggary and ruin. 

During the meeting of the Council, a memorial was presented 
by Cyril Carpenter, who at the last session of the Superior 
court had been sentenced to pay a fine for being " concerned in 
a dangerous riot." In it he stated that he had since taken the 
oath tit' allegiance; that he intended to il consider himself*' in 
the future as a good and peaceable subject; that he was a poor 
man, entirely unable, at present, to satisfy the judgment of the 
court ; and that ho desired a remission of the fine, or a suspension 
of collection until he should be able to pay. Similar statements 
were made by others similarly situated, and the whole subject 
was temporarily settled by the passage of a resolution on 
the 2Sth, directing the state's attorney for Windham county 
to suspend the collection of fines against Cyril Carpenter, 
Edward Carpenter, Asaph Carpenter, Amos Yaw Jr., Shubael 
Bullock. Elijah Curtis, Joseph Chamberlain, and David Thur- 
ber, until further orders.* 

In the General Assembly, pursuant to a motion offered by 
Colonel Bradley, the Westminster delegate, a committee, ap- 
pointed on the 1st of March, were authorized to ascertain the 
amount of the expenses attending the illuess of Sergt. Silvanus 
Fisk, occasioned by the injuries he had received from the Yorkers 
whilesupporting the authority of the state. Though the report of 
the committee was rejected, yet a resolution was adopted on the 
2d, directing the payment of £35 on his behalf, and the issuing of 
orders upon the 44 hard money tax" for the purpose of meeting 
any charges which might remain unsettled-! The expediency 
of continuing a body of troops at Guilford was considered at 
the same session. The opinion of the gentlemen who were 
selected to report upon this point was favorable to a reduction 

* October 26th. 1764. The Council, in Nation at Rutland, resolved, "tlwt the 
fine of Edward Corpeiiter, Asaph Carpenter, and Cyril Carpenter, imposed on 
them by the Supremo court of thli state, be, and in hereby remitted." Extract 
from Council Minutes. 

f At the next session of the Assembly, the treasurer was directed by a 
resolution, posted October 1 8th. 17*1, "to issue an order in favor of Silvanus 
Fitsk, lute tl'cettifd, who was wounded in the service of this state, for the bnlance 
due for hi* Inst sicklies*, by the committee of pay-table, ujion either of the 
collectors of the two-pcr:ny tax within this state." Journals, etc 
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of the force there stationed. Brig.-Gen. Samuel Fletcher was there- 
fore empowered to proceed to Guilford, and discharge from ser- 
vice the state troop* raised for the assistance of the sheriff of Wind- 
ham county, with the exception of one lieutenant, one ensign, 
two sergeants, two corporal**, and twenty-one rank and tile. In 
fulfilment of this commission, Fletcher dismissed the militia on 
the let of March, retaining only Lieut. Elijah Knight, and 
a company of men under his command of the number and 
character requisite to meet the Assembly's resolution.* 

Following this reduction, the Workers, who had fled across 
the southern line of the state, emboldened by the belief that 
they would not be resisted as vigorously as they had been 
during the preceding three months, began to contemplate 
a return. Not unfrequently, under cover of the night, they 
would visit the house of some friendly Vermonter, and engage 
for an hour in conversation respecting the course which the 
victors intended to pursue towards the vanquished in the future. 
Unwilling to bo regarded as recreant to Iub duty, Lieutenant 
Knight redoubled his vigilance, and the opposition were, in 
consequence, more closely watched than ever before. 

Among the citizens of Guilford who most strictly adhered 
to the jurisdiction of New York, David Goodenough was 
pre-eminent. lie had accepted of a lieutenancy from that 
state; had been imprisoned for this act; had been released 
under large bonds ; and finally, having been ordered out 
of town, had left his family and taken up his residence tem- 
porarily in Massachusetts. Desirous of visiting his wife and 
children, whom he had not seen for some time, and finding it 
necessary to go by night, as his life had been threatened, ho 
invited Daniel Spicer of Bernardston, u a young man of good 
repute," to accompany him. Spicer accepted the invitation, 
having, however, previously informed Goodenough that he was 
neutral on the subject of the existing controversy, and could 
enter into no quarrel " with the Statesmen," as the Vermonters 
were then styled. 

Leaving Goodenough's quarters at nine o'clock on the 
evening of the 5th of March, the two men set out for Guilford. 
After proceeding for some distance on the main road, leading 
north, they strapped on their snow-shoes, that they might be 
ready to pursue their journey in tho woods, should it become 

* Journals Gen. Am. Vt, Feb., 1784. 
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necessary, ami had advanced about half a mile within the limits 
of the town of Guilford, when they were hailed by a " Who 
comes there f" from a man " underarms," who was stationed at 
the side of the road. Before time tor a reply had beeu given, 
Lieutenant Knight appeared with a force of twenty or more 
men, and following the scout who had discovered the two tra- 
vellers, endeavored to shoot them down. Aided by the fog 
which partially concealed the light of a full moon, and which, 
in a narrow road skirted by a thick forest, destroyed the- effect of 
the reflection from the snow, Goodenough and Spicer endea- 
vored to make good their escape. Having leaped the fence 
that bordered the road, they started for the woods. Knight ami 
his party followed with threatening and defiant shouts, and 
having approached within four rods of Spicer, discharged their 
pieces at him. One bullet took effect in his hip, and another 
passed " directly through the trunk of his body," causing a fatal 
wound. Pausing in their pursuit, the Vermonters gathered 
about the disabled man, but, as if destitute of the common 
instincts of humanity, instead of endeavoring to relieve his 
sufferings, they taunted him upon his miserable condition, and 
''ordered him to take his own knife and cut off his snow- 
shoes," which they claimed as their lawful booty. They then 
robbed him of his arms, wallet, and money, and having dragged 
him through the snow, a distance of sixty rods, to a house, left 
him on the floor weltering in blood, and departed uttering angry 
oaths at the escape of the Guilford lieutenant, and expressing 
impious regrets that ho was not then in the situation of the 
dying Spicer. 

Spicer lingered through the night in great agony and died 
on tlie following morning. During his last hours he, with diffi- 
culty, related to William White and James Davidson, of Guil- 
ford, the circumstances of the transaction. The facts which he 
stated with his dying breath were subsequently reduced to 
writing by them, and sworn to before Judge Richard Morris 
of New York. A narrative of the event was also prepared by 
four of the New York refugees, who had removed to Bernard- 
Bton, and was bv them sent to Governor Clinton. At the close 
of the latter production, the honest sympathies of the narrators 
found expression iu theso words : — 

" Tims fell the innocent. 

'* Our young men fall by the sword, and no one layeth it to heart. 
" Traveller, can you refrain from shedding a tear ? 

34 
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" We must fall victims to the most savage, barbarous, and 
murderous usage, unless God, in his all-wise providence, is 
pleased to incline our fellow-countrymen to g' vu us assistance 
in this dark and dismal hour." 

Spicer had served as a sergeant in the militia of Massachu- 
setts during the revolutionary war, and had obtained his dis- 
charge in the month of June previous to his death. As has 
been already observed, he was an inhabitant of a town in that 
state ; was kindly disposed towards both the Yorkers and Ver- 
mont era ; and had never been concerned in the disputes relative 
to the jurisdiction of the New Hampshire Grants. Such being 
the facts, the conclusions appended to a distorted account of 
the affair, written by a citizen of Vermont, which appeared at 
the time in Thomas's Massachusetts Spy, cannot but be re- 
garded as illiberal and unjust. u Unhappily for the unfortu- 
nate man," observed the newspaper chronicler, referring to 
Spicer, " he was a subject of the state of Massachusetts, but 
being out of the line of his duty, by interfering in a contention 
which this state pretends to hold only with that of New York, 
though we lament the death of a fellow-creature, yet we consi- 
der him as having received that reward which is justly due to 
every one who espouses a cause on the principles of prejudice 
and partiality."* 

Fearing that the people in the northern towns of Massachu- 
setts would be instigated both by the wishes of the Yorkers 
residing among them, and by a determination to avenge the 

• MS. Affidavits, dated March 29th, 1784. MS. Letter from Timothy Church, 
William White, Nathaniel Carpenter, Samuel Bixby, to Governor Clinton, dated 
Bernardston, March loth, 1781. Thomas's Mass. Spy, No. 676, April 8, 1781. 

The statement of the transaction which appeared in the Spy, and which is 
referred to in the text, wa* false in every particular, that alone excepted which 
announced that Spicer wo* "'mortally wounded" and that he expired. It was 
pre|>ared at Windsor, Vermont, and was in these words : — " We hear a party of the 
Yorker*, consisting of about fifty, made a reconnoitering excursion a few weeks 
since in the night season ; but meeting with our people (who hailed them several 
times and received no imswer), were fired upon, by which one man was mortally 
wounded, who expired soon afterwards. Hy him, they learn that federal had 
balls fired through their half, but none received any flesh wound." 

Jabez Spicer of l.eydcn. Mossachuactt*, a brother of Daniel Spicer, served dur- 
ing a part of t lie yearn ITS*! and 17S7 in the well-known "Shay** Rebellion," and 
was killed on the •j.'dli of January, in 1he latter year, while engaged with others 
in an attempt to take the arsenal at Springfield It is said that he wore on this 
occasion the *ame coat in which hi* brother was chid when wounded by Hie Vcr- 
monters, and that the fatal ball passed through the same hole which had been 
made by their bullet. Vt, Gnwtteer, p. li:t. Hollands UisL West Mass., L 268. 
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death of Spicer, to attack the state troops, Lieutenant Knight 
increased his force hy levies from Dumnierston and the neigh- 
boring towns. At the same time, he strengthened liis outposts, 
that he might have timely warning of any hostile incursion. 
From the statement of charges, presented to the treasurer of 
the state of Vermont, on account of services performed in this 
emergency, which statement is still preserved, it appears that 
a certain 44 Dan Hill," and other friendly Guilfordites, rendered 
valuable aid as scouts and expresses ; that John Noyce was 
several times employed " in watching y* motions of y e in- 
surgents ;" and that pilots were engaged, botli by day and by 
night, in guiding the troops along the drifted roads to those 
localities which seemed most to require protection. 

Having rendered his position as secure as circumstances 
would permit, Knight, on the 7th of March, despatched a 
messenger to the Legislature, who were still in session at Ben- 
nington, with information of the events which had occurred. 
Immediate action was taken upon the subject, as presented by 
the messenger and by the letter which he bore, and a series of 
resolutions were passed, appropriate to the exigencies of the 
occasion. On the 9th, Governor Chittenden was desired to 
write to the Governor of the commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
44 on the subject of the tumults in Windham county, requesting 
him to grant warrants for apprehending such inimical persons" 
as had fled or might flee from justice into that state from Ver- 
mont. General Fletcher was requested ,4 to repair to the county 
of Windham, and on examining into the circumstances of the 
disorders there, was empowered to call into service the militia 
of his own brigade, and of the other brigades in the state, 
should he deem such measures necessary, and to dismiss them 
when he should judge best. The commissary general was 
authorized to collect and receive the provisions due on a pro- 
vision tax- which had been levied during the years 1780 
and 17S1, in Windham county. The wages of the troops, 
who might be called into service, were fixed at the same 
rates at which the troops had been paid who had served at 
Guilford during the preceding winter.* 

Before the return of the messenger from Bennington, a report 
had been industriously circulated that an army was coming 
from Massachusetts to avenge the death of Spicer, and reinstate 
the Yorkers in their possessions. Terrified at this announce- 

* Journals Gen. A«a. Vt.. Feb. ami March, 1781 
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merit, and aware of his inability to cope with any considerable 
force, Knight retreated in great haste to Brattlcborough, and 
summoned the militia to his aid. Here he subsequently met 
Fletcher, who assured him that no danger was to be appre- 
hended from the quarter whence danger had been expected, and 
that the Yorkers were not only unprepared, but unable to make 
any hostile demonstration. At the same time, Fletcher dismissed 
the militia whom Knight had called out, and thus succeeded in 
quit ting the apprehensions of the people. Before the end of the 
month of March, the company of state troops, which had been 
located in the southern part of the county, was dismissed from ser- 
vice, and society was relieved from the terrors of law almost 
martial. 

At a town meeting, held in Guilford, a short tiino after these 
events, the Yorkers assembled in full numbers and chose Hugh 
Stowell, one of their own party, moderator. Though in the 
majority, they were constrained, through fear, to adjourn until 
the fSth of June following, without transacting any business. 
Of the meeting held on this occasion, no account remains, nor 
are any records to be found of the proceedings of the town for 
the next seven years. It is traditional that both parties held 
public and private meetings during that period, producing thus 
a state of anarchy by no means advantageous to the advance- 
ment of the town, or the welfare of its citizens. " The Yorkers, 
although they had the town books, dared not enter their pro- 
ceedings in them, and both sides kept secret their own records. 
During this confusion and jealousy, one party stole the records 
of the other and buried them, together with their own, many 
deeds, and a number of proprietors' papers, in the earth within 
the town pound." There they remained until the exact locality 
of their concealment was well-nigh forgotten. When, after the 
lapse of several years, they were discovered and brought to 
lighr, they were so much mutilated, as to be entirely illegible.* 

Soon after the death of Spicer, Governor Chittenden com- 
municated the intelligence of the circumstance to Governor 
.John Hancock of Massachusetts. The relatives of the deceased 
memorialized the General Court of that commonwealth on the 
same subject. In consequence of these and other represen- 
tations, and in order to prevent the recurrence of a similar 
event in connection with any other citizen of Massachusetts, 

♦ Vt Gazetteer, pp. 148, 144. 
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Governor Hancock published the following proclamation on the 
2(!th of March : 

" Whereas an unhappy dispute has subsisted between some 
of the citizens of the state of New York and the people inhabit- 
ing the territory called the New Hampshire Grants, or state of 
Vermont ; and it being probable, from the present disposition 
of the parties, that the same controversy may be recommenced, 
to the great distress and calamity of all concerned therein ; and 
there being great reason to fear that some of the citizens of 
this commonwealth, who live on the borders of the said state of 
Vermont, may, by incautiously intermeddling with the conten- 
tion, involve themselves and families in that distress which is at . 
all times the consequence of civil dissensions, unless care is 
taken to prevent it : 

" I have, therefore, at the request of the General Court, 
thought fit to issue this proclamation, commanding and enjoin- 
ing it upon all the citizens of this commonwealth, that in all 
and every controversy now existing, or that may hereafter 
exist between the citizens of New York and the people inhabit- 
ing the said state, or between any of them, in whatever form or 
manner the same may exist, they, the citizens of this common- 
wealth, conduct themselves according to the strictest rules of 
neutrality; and that they give no aid or assistance to either 
)>arty *, but that those who live on the borders of the said state, 
and within this commonwealth, sell to each party indifferently, 
mich things as they have to sell, without giving preference to 
either; that they send no provisions, arms, ammunition, or 
accessaries to a fortress or garrison, besieged by either party. 
And all the citizens and inhabitants of this commonwealth are 
absolutely and most solemnly forbidden to take arms in support, 
of, or engaging in the service, or contributing to the conquest, 
success, or defence of cither of the said parties, as they will 
answer it at their peril." 

This timely warning tended to allay the malevolent feelings 
which had already arisen in the breasts of the inhabitants of 
j>--»rthern Massachusetts against the people of Vermont, and 
i>!aced in its proper light the conduct of those, who, situated in 
other respects similarly to Spicer, had escaped his unhappy 
tote* 

Among the acts passed by the Legislature of Vermont dur- 



• Thomas'! MmwchuMtU Spy, April 8th. 1784, No. 67«. 
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ing tlit' February and March session, was one giving, as had 
been given on former occasions, power to the Governor and 
Oiuncil, during the recess, to pardon those persons, residing in 
Windham county, who had " traitorously taken up arms against, 
and otherwise opposed " the authority of the state. Numerous 
applications for pardon were presented, in consequence of this 
provision, and many who had l.een noted as '* violent Yorkers," 
seeing that all attempts to oppose the established government 
would he in vain, quietly submitted to the jurisdiction which 
they had opposed with so much determination, and became 
citizens of Vermont. 

Although the settlement of the river towns had not been 
perceptibly retarded by the civil dimensions which had dis- 
turbed the peace of a portion of the community, yet the 
prospect of a settlement of difficulties seemed to give new life 
to society, by infusing into its composition the element of a 
healthful competition. In Windsor county, the want of an 
appropriate building for holding the courts had for some time 
been acknowledged, but the rivalry existing between the inland 
and the river towns had prevented the selection of a location. 
A meeting was finally called by the authority of the county, at 
the town house in Windsor, for the purpose of deciding in what 
town a court house and jail should be erected. In answer to 
the call a few were present at the meeting on the 17th of 
March, but nothing was accomplished, from the want of a 
quorum. Aware of the difficulties which would arise from a 
discussion of the eligibility of different localities, and convinced 
that Windsor, already a county town, afforded the greatest 
advantages for the erection of a county building, a number of 
the citizens of that place assembled, and subscribed upward of 
£100 towards defraying the expenses of erecting an edifice fifty 
feet iu length and thirty-four in width, to be finished in a man- 
ner appropriate to the uses for which it was designed. A com- 
petent builder was immediately engaged, and the structure was 
commenced within three days after its erection had been 
resolved on.* 

For the purpose of inciting the Legislature of New York to 
action. Governor Clinton laid before the Senate, on the -7th of 
March, a number of letters containing accounts of the disorders 
prevailing " in Cumberland county," and of the u disagreeable 

• AcU Gon. Ass. Vt... March, 17 St. Thomas'* Massachusetts Spy, April 14th, 
1784, No, 077. 
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situation " to which many of the citizens of New York had been 
thereby reduced. This information was .soon after transmitted to 
Philadelphia, and Charles De Witt and Ephraim Paine, two of 
the delegates in Congress from New York, represented to that 
body, on the 24th of April, and in the plainest terms, their views 
and those of their constituents respecting the course which had 
been adopted to drive the Yorkers either into submission or from 
their homes. But Governor Chittenden and Ethan Allen, 
though not the most polished rhetoricians, possessed by nature 
a forcible style of expression, and proved themselves on paper, 
as well as in the field, a match for their antagonists. "While 
the Xew York delegates, on the floor of Congress, were depre- 
cating the condition to which many of the inhabitants in 
Windham county had been reduced, and wero calling on the 
'impartial world" to bear witness to the "rectitude, modera- 
tion, and liberality " of the measures they had adopted to effect 
a settlement of the question of jurisdiction, Chittenden declared 
that Vermout would act on the defensive, and invoked the 
twelve states to "observe a strict neutrality, and let the two 
contending states settle their own controversy." Allen, too, 
urged his fellow-citizens to combine to support the "liberty and 
independency" of the state, and in the columns of the Vermont 
Gazette laid before the public his own views as to the poliey 
which should obtain in the formation and establishment of a 
nation. During the summer, the congressional committee to 
whom the representation of Paine and De Witt had been re- 
ferred, reported favorably to the admission of Vermont into the 
Union. An effort was made, on the 3d of June, to take into 
consideration the views embodied in the report, but Congress 
refused to devote their time to the subject, and the question of 
the controversy, so far as the representatives of the United 
States were concerned, without any agreement as to the time 
when it should be fairly met and definitely settled, was left un- 
decided, to the great detriment of all parties concerned in its 
final disposition.* 

At the session of the Superior court, held in February last, 
official notice had beeii taken of the injury done to Sergt. Sil- 
vanns Fisk, and a presentment had been made of those who it 
was supposed had been concerned in the attack in which ho 
suffered. Some of the delinquents had been punished at the 

■ Vermont (iwtette. November lstli, 17S4. Journals Am. Cong. Juno 8d, 
I7KI. Jouriuil Senate, X. Y., 7th *c*sion. p. 71. 
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time, while others had been allowed to remain unapprehended. 
On the 2Sth of June, warrants founded on the indictments of 
the grand jury were issued, and Henry Evans, Samuel Bixby, 
"William White, Joseph Eliot, Samuel Melendy, and Giles 
Roberts were brought before a court of inquiry, held at West- 
minster on the yth of July, at which John Sessions, chief judge 
of the county court, presided. As the result of this examina- 
tion, the delinquents were bound over to take their trial on the 
charges alleged against them, at the next session of the Supe- 
rior court. Worn out by the indignities to which for a long 
time they had been subjected, and aware that a continuance in 
their present course would only sink them deeper in trouble, 
they presented their grievances to the General Assembly of 
Vermont on the 25th of October. In the form of a petition, they 
stated that they had for several years owed and paid allegiance 
to the United States and the state of New York, and in conse- 
quence of their loyalty had suffered by imprisonment, confisca- 
tion of estate?, etc. Referring to the apathy of Congress, they 
acknowledged that they had lost all confidence in " public 
faith." Though expressing their willingness to stand the trial 
at which they had bound themselves to appear, they asked for 
pardon, and to be received as citizens of the state. 

Another petition of a similar import, signed by twenty of the 
"late disaffected inhabitants," was presented to the General 
Assembly on the same day. Both papers were referred to a 
committee, who, on the 27th, reported favorably to the prayer 
of the petitioners. A bill was accordingly prepared and passed, 
granting a free pardon to twenty-six persons, who had previously 
been open and avowed opponents of the government of Ver- 
mont. Of these, seven were citizens of Brattleborough, eight- 
een of Guilford, and one of Marlborough. By the terms of 
the act, forgiveness was extended to them for all the crimes 
they had committed, and all their property, real and personal, 
which had been taken from them, as forfeited to the state, and 
which had not been disposed of, was to be returned, provided 
they should appear before some justice of the peace in the 
county of "Windham, within two months from the time of the 
publication of the act, and take the oath of allegiance to the state. 

In answer to a petition from Charles Phelps for " a full par- 
don," and a reversion of the sentence of the Supreme court, re- 
specting the confiscation of his property, a joint committee of 
the Council and Assembly stated in tlieir report, that he had 
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acted meritoriously in former times, in endeavoring to prevent 
the state of New York from re-granting the lands on the New 
Hampshire Grants, and in opposing a union and association of 
the people of Cumberland county with New York ; that he had 
been '"very serviceable to his country, by procuring and sell- 
ing, without profit to himself, a quantity of arms, ammunition, 
and salt that, on the other hand, he had for a number of 
years past, been "exceedingly obstinate against and troublesome 
to'' the government; and had had the sentence of imprison- 
ment and confiscation passed upon him as the punishment of the 
crime of treason. On account of "his former merit, his advanced 
age, and the bad circumstances of his family," they recom- 
mended that his request should be granted. By the act which 
passed the Assembly on the strength of this advice, the attain- 
der of treason with which he had been disgraced at the last 
session of the court was removed, and directions were given 
that all his estate, both real and personal, with the exception of 
such as had been already disposed of, should be restored to him 
on the payment of £35 lawful money, as an indemnification to 
the state for the costs of prosecuting the various actions which 
had been brought against him. Satisfied with the terms of this 
act, Phelps accepted the pardon for which he had asked, and 
became, nominally, a citizen of Vermont. In feeling and prin- 
ciple he remained devoted to the cause of New York until the 
day of his death. His last will was dated at "New Marl- 
borough, in the county of Cumberland and state of New Y'ork.*' 
In this instrument, referring to the people of Vermont, he stated 
that they hud deprived him of his possessions, and thereby re- 
duced him to poverty, but expressed a faint hope that relief 
would be found for his descendants in the legislation of coming 
years. However mistaken he mav have been in the means bv 
which he sought to manifest his loyalty towards New York, yet 
the sincerity of his professions in behalf of that state, during the 
time in which he avowed them, cannot be doubted, and in the 
report of the committee of the Legislature of Vermont, on which 
was based the act of pardon which was passed in his favor, 
even his enemies acknowledged the good services he had done 
in behalf of American freedom, and bore witness to his strenuous 
endeavors in past periods, to advance the interests and increase the 
comforts of the early settlers on the New Hampshire Grunts.* 

• Journal* G«n. A* Vt, Oct 26th, 17S4. Slade*» Vt. Stfltc Papere, pp. 494, 
495. 
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Tlie strenuous measures of the government of Vermont, 
exerted fur several voars with determination, had at lenirth 
silenced effectually the open opposition of those who acknow- 
ledged the jurisdiction of New York. The inhabitants of the 
"separate and independent" state, who for eight years had 
maintained a civil and political existence, began now to look 
forward with assurance to the period when they should he 
recognized as an integral part of the confederated states, and 
permitted to enjoy the benefits arising from the Union which 
they, to a certain extent, had helped to create and maintain.* 
Though Congress refused to encourage them in the hope that 
Vermont would he admitted, as an equal, to a share in the fede- 
ral government, yet the report had gone ahroad that no diffi- 
culty would he experienced in effecting the long-desired con- 
nection. Alarmed at this rumor, Jotham Biglow, Timothv 
Church, William White, and Samuel Bixhy, in behalf of a 
number of the " loyal subjects" of New York, residing in Guil- 
ford and Brattlohorough, wrote to Governor Clinton on the ISth 
of March, ITS.*). "We would inform you," said they in this 
communication, u that it is commonly reported that there are 
now twelve states convened at Congress in the city of New 
York, besides the agents from Vermont, who we do hear have 
reported that all those people that called themselves the sub- 
jects of New York, have yielded quiet submission unto Ver- 
mont, and that they have taken the oath of fidelity unto it ; 
and also, how that the Vermontcrs have obeyed Congress in 
restoring and in making good all our damages ; and also, how 
that thay have relinquished the large fines that they have laid 
on many of us for obeying Congress, or rather, for disobeying 
Vermont. Now, kind sir, we have great reason to bless the 
great God of truth, that we and many others, not only here on 
the Grants, but also our neighbors in the Bay state, can with 
truth say, and do dare to say, that there is no color of truth in 
such a report. We say that there is not one man of the York 
party who has taken the oath of allegiance unto Vermont, ex- 
cepting only such of them as have been taken and confined in 

* " The Venmmters nenm much elated at the idea of their being admitted into 
the confederation of the I'nited States : and indeed they have reason for exulta- 
tion, since they will participate in the advantages, And have bitrne hut a small 
part of the expense* attending the late Revolution. Their delegate* have arrived 
at Coiigre-a, mid presented their credentials, hut whether they have taken their 
sent.*, we arc not informed." Salem iMnxa) fiazettc .Tantmry 4th, 1785. 
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gaol, and fed with the bread and water of affliction, and made 
to sutler both with cold and hunger, being in iron chains and 
fetters." 

Continuing in this strain, they declared the statement that 
restitution had been made to them for damages, " a right-down 
falsehood ;" that, on the contrary, their opponents were " lay- 
ing heavy fines and taxes" on them, u yea, very heavy indeed 
that his " only cow" had been taken from many a poor man ; 
and that several citizens had been obliged " to quit their farms 
and flee into the Bay state for protection, with their families, 
there to get their bread as they can." They assured the Go- 
vernor that it was the fixed determination of some of their num- 
ber who were " somewhat low in the world," to " leave these 
regions of horror as soon as the spring doth open, and fly away, 
that they may be at rest from these Vermonters." Every day 
we are " in jeopardy of our lives and fortunes," said they. 
" We are taken for every offence, let it be ever so small ; and 
as certainly as that we are taken and tried by the Vermont au- 
thority, we are obliged to pay all costs and damages — whether 
just or unjust, it makes no matter." Having made known their 
condition by the presentation of facts which no one pretended 
to deny, they concluded their memorial with a petition, which 
Governor Clinton would have been rejoiced to grant, had he 
possessed the |K»wer. " It is the hearty prayer and wish of all 
your gor>d subjects here, that his Excellency would exert him- 
self unto the uttermost of his power to deliver this distressed 
people out of the hands of these wicked tyrants."* 

Though Congress studiously maintained silence on the ques- 
tion of the admission of a new state, the legislators of Vermont 
deemed it best to be prepared to meet any proposals to that 
effect which might be offered. On the ISth of October, the 
General Assembly, then in session at "Windsor, elected Moses 
Robinson, Ira Allen, and Stephen E. Bradley, their agents to 
Congress. No opportunity was afforded these gentlemen of 
initiating negotiations for a friendly union between Vermont 
and the United States ; yet there were but few in the state who 
c«uld have conducted a transaction of this nature with greater 
dijmitv and effect than thev. 

Internal dissensions having been brought to an end, the dan- 
gers of invasion from a foreign foe having long since ceased U> 

♦ flcorgc ClintoTi Pnprr-, in office Soo. Stato N f . Y., vol. xx. <loc. 5503. 
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be expected, the inhabitants of Vermont began to tnrn their 
attention with great assiduity to the improvement of the moral 
and civil condition of the state. Permission having been 
granted by the General Assembly, taxes were levied in various 
towns for the purpose of obtaining the means of building 
churches and grammar schools. Old county houses were re- 
paired, and new ones erected. Communication between the 
different towns was rendered more casv bv the construction of 
roads. Rivers were spanned by bridges built with the proceeds 
of lotteries authorized by law. Ferries were established at 
available points on the Connecticut. The farmer cultivated his 
land with greater care and more persevering labor. The arti- 
zan toiled at his occupation cheerfully, and with good hope of 
the future. One cause for disquiet alone remained. The incu- 
bus of debt brooded over many like a threatening cloud. Pay- 
ment, if enforced at this time, could not be made without pro- 
ducing the direst want. "When, at a later period, judicial 
authority was invoked to enforce the execution of the laws 
against debtors, results followed which showed but too plainly 
the remoter effects of the revelation, which for seven years had 
wasted the energy and expen '.ed the treasure of a nation. 



CHAPTER XX. 



THE ADMISSION OF VERMONT INTO TUB UNION. 

Petitions of citizens of New York who had Buffered low in Vermont — Statement of 
their losses — Report of committee of the New York Legislature on the petition 
— Commissioners of the Land Office appropriate lands for the sufferers, situ- 
ated in Clinton, n<>w Bainbridge — Governor Chittenden's address to the people 
of Vermont— Insurrection at Windsor — Trial of insurgents — Another disturb- 
ance — Military called out — Obedience to law enforced — Laws relieving the 
distresses of the people— Disposition among prominent citizens of New York, 
favorable to the acknowledgment of Vermont as an independent state — Bill for 
this purpose introduced into the Legislature of New York — Hamilton's speech 
in its l>ehalf — It fails — Bounds of Cumberland and Gloucester counties — Adop- 
tion of the constitution of the United State* — Correspondence between Na- 
thaniel Chipman and Alexander Hamilton — Commissioners appointed by New 
York to declare Vermont a separate state — Commissioners appointed by Ver- 
mont to meet them — Other commissioners appointed by New York — Delibera- 
tions of the commissioners of the two states — Report of the New York com- 
missioners — Is approved of by the Legislature of Vermont, who pass an act for 
paying $:tO,Oi)0 to New York, as an indemnity — Convention at Bennington for 
considering the expediency of asking for Vermont admission into the Union — 
Negotiations— Vermont becomes one of the United .States— Division of the 
$30,000 among the New York claimants. 

Bv their opjxisition to the government of Vermont, the sup- 
porters of New York residing in the southern part of Windham 
county had lost many of their personal effects ; had been 
obliged to neglect, to a certain extent, the cultivation of their 
farms, and the care of their premises ; and had suffered incon- 
veniences, serious and without number. These causes, com- 
bined with the fines and imprisonment to which they had 
been subjected, had reduced them to a condition of poverty 
from which they could not well recover without assistance. 
On the 24th of' February, 1786, Timothy Church, William 
Shattuek. and Henry Evans addressed a petition to the Legisla- 
ture of Xe\v York on the subject of the losses which they and 
their fellow-sufferers had sustained. In this paper they stated 
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that they iiiul their friends, by their attachment, zeal, ami 
activity in endeavoring to support the just and lawful authority 
of New York," ha<l incurred the displeasure of those " who 
stvlcd themselves froeiuen of Vermont ;" that thev had heen led 
to believe by the resolutions of Congress — especially those oi 
the ath of December, 17*2— and by the laws and declarations 
of the Legislature of New York, that " the lawless and ungrate- 
ful usurpers*' of the jurisdiction of that state u would be 
brought to submit to its lawful authority that they liad been 
deceived in these reasonable expectations; and that their oppo- 
nents had "risen in arms to the number of four or five hun- 
dred" against them, had killed one and wounded others of their 
number, had driven some from their habitations or imprisoned 
them, and had confiscated the estates and sold the effects of 
many. " Your petitioners cannot but hope," they observed in 
conclusion, " that having thus sacrificed their all ; suffered 
sueh exquisite tortures, banishments, imprisonments in loath- 
some gaols, half-starved and threatened with being put to 
ignominious deaths, but that your honors will take their case 
into your most serious consideration, and grant them some 
relief in their deplorable situation. And your petitioners, as in 
dutv bound, will ever be good citizens of the state of New 
York."* 

This petition was read in the Senate on the 27th, and was 
committed to Messrs. Williams, L'llommedieii, and Doiiw. < m 
the 2Sth, Church, Shattuck, and Evans prepared a verified list, 
containing not only the names of those who had suffered on 
account of their attachment to New York, but also a statement 
of the amount of damages they had sustained. By this it 
appeared that of those who had been either imprisoned, 
banished, or deprived of their effects, four were civil officers, 
twenty-one military officers, and nearly a hundred private 
soldiers. It was also shown that their losses amounted to 
£lo,<5<»3 13s. Sd. On the 1st of March, Mr. I/IIommedieu, 
from the committee to whom was referred the petition, pre- 
sented the following report : — 

4> It appears to the committee, that the petitioners, with 
main others holding ollices, both civil and military, under the 
authority of this stale, with other inhabitants of the county of 
Cumberland, have greatly suffered in their persons and estates, 

• Papers relating to \'L Controversy, in offic- Sec. State N*. Y., p. SI. Doc 
Ilia*. N Y , iv, mil. I-'". 
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and are ill subject to hea\ y fines imposed by the authority oi 
the assumed state of Vermont, for no other crime than support- 
ing the lawful authority of this state in the said county, which 
they from time to time have done, in pursuance of sundry reso- 
lutions of Congress, the several laws of this state, and the 
directions of their superiors in office. That the petitioners, with 
others whom they represent, being deprived in a great measure 
of the means of subsistence, and having become odious to the 
present government of the said assumed state, by reason of 
their supporting the laws of this state in the said county, are 
unable to continue longer in the said county without the great- 
est inconvenience to themselves and families, and are desirous 
of removing immediately into the western parts of this state, 
provided they could procure vacant lands tit for cultivation. 
That in the opinion of your committee, the said petitioners and 
others whom they represent, have a claim on the state for some 
compensation for their sufferings and losses, and that it will be 
proper for the state to grant to the petitioners and the persons 
they represent, a quantity of vacant land equivalent to a town- 
ship of eight miles square." 

After reading the report, Mr. L'llommedieu delivered it in 
"at the table," where it was again read, and agreed to. There- 
upon, the Senate resolved "that the Legislature, during their 
present, meeting, will make provision for granting to (\.t° Ti- 
mothy Church, Major William Shattuek, Major Jlcnry Evans, 
and about one hundred other persons whom they represent, a 
quantity of vacant lands equal to a township of eight miles 
square." A copy of this resolution was immediately sent to 
the Assembly, and on the same day a resolution of concurrence 
was returned to the Senate.* 

Soon after these proceedings, measures were taken to com- 
ply with the determination expressed in this concurrent resolu- 
tion. The result of these efforts was seen in the twentieth 
clause of " An act for the speedy sale of the unappropriated 
lands within the state, and for other purposes therein men- 
tioned," passed on the ">th of May. By this clause, it was 
enacted that "it shall, and may be lawful to, and for the said 
commissioners [of the land office ], to appropriate a tract of land 
equal to eight miles square, in any of the townships to be laid 

• Jouninl somite X. Y.. Vtli Mswion, 32. ,15, 36. Journal Assembly N. Y., 
Vth stolon. i>. »4, Papers relating to Yt. Controverwy, in office See. Slate X. Y., 
,». l»w UUt. X. Y.. iv n»i:,-lul7. 
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out iii pursuance of this act, for the use of Colonel Timothy 
Church, Major William Shattuck, ami Major Henry Evans, and 
such other persons of the counties of Cumberland anil Glouces- 
ter, as shall he deemed hy the said commissioners to be suffer- 
ers in opposing the government of the pretended state of Ver- 
mont, and to grant the land in such township, in such propor- 
tion to each of such sufferers, as to the said commissioners shall 
seem meet and proper, and to direct letters patent to be pre- 
pared accordingly, and, having approved of the same, the 
Governor, or person administering the government of this state 
for the time being, shall cause the great seal of this state to be 
affixed thereto."* 

On the 6th of May, the day following the adoption of this 
act, a meeting of the commissioners of the land office was held 
in the city of New York, at the office of the secretary of state. 
Recognizing the full force of the act, the title of which has 
been already cited, and of a resolution they had previously 
passed, in which they described generally the land which they 
intended to bestow upon those who had suffered in the service 
of the state — the commissioners resolved " that the following 
tract of land equal to eight miles square, in a township to be 
laid out agreeable to the said act and the preceding resolution, 
be and is hereby appropriated for the use of Colonel Timothy 
Church, Major William Shattuck, and Major Henry Evans, 
and such other persons of the counties of Cumberland and 
Gloucester as shall be deemed by this board to be sufferers in 
opposing the government of the pretended state of Vermont, to 
wit : — Beginning at a point on the west bank of the Unadilla 
or Tianaderha river, one mile northerly from where the same 
empties itself into the Susquehanna, and thence running down 
the said river to the month thereof, thence southerly along the 
line run by Simon Metcalfe for the line of cession, commonly 
called the line of property, established at the treaty with the 
Indians at Fort Stanwix in the year 1768, eight miles, and 
extending from thence and from the place of beginning west so 
far as to include 40,060 acres, the north and south bounds to bo 
east and west line*, and the west bounds to be a north and 
south line, and that a certified copy of this resolution be a suf- 
ficient warrant to the surveyor general to survey the same." 

The prosecution of the claims of the New York adherents 



• Laws of New York, DtU session, p. 133. 
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was entrusted to the care of Timothy Church and William 
Shattuck. On the 11th of July, at a meeting of the commis- 
sioners of the land office, held in the city of New York, they 
produced to the hoard " a list of the names of one hundred and 
seven persons, inhabitants of Cumherland county, with their 
affidavit, proving that the said persons were sufferers in oppos- 
ing the government of the pretended state of Vermont, and 
that, the quantity set down on the said list opposite to the 
names of the respective persons, are the proportions which they 
would, on an estimate of their respective losses of property 
and time, and sufferings by imprisonment, respectively he enti- 
tled to, of the tract of eight miles square, appropriated, agree- 
able to law, by this board for their use, on a presumption that 
there were no other sufferers." On a closer investigation, the 
board concluded that there might be other persons equally en- 
titled to u the bounty of the state," whose names were not 
inserted iti the list presented by Church and Shattuck. This 
opinion was sustained by the fact that the list did not 4k in any 
instance extend to the inhabitants of Gloucester county." A 
resolution was therefore passed, " that there be reserved of the 
tract appropriated as aforesaid, the quantity of 6,400 acres, 
equal to ten lots, to satisfy the claims of such of the said suffer- 
ers as may not be included in the list now produced." 

The board then proceeded to the consideration of the claims 
of the several persons named in the list, and having acknow- 
ledged them " to be sufferers in opposing the government of 
the pretended state of Vermont," distributed among them, in a 
ratio proportionate to their losses, fifty-four lots of 640 acres 
each, reserving ten lots of 640 acres each to meet any just 
demands for compensation that might be made in the future. 
Of the land thus granted, Timothy Church received 3,S4o 
acres; William Shattuck, 3,200 acres; Henry Evans, 1.020 
acres; Francis Prouty, 1,180 acres; Ile/.ekiah Stowell, 840 
acres ; William White, Joseph Peek, Daniel Ashcraft, and 
David Thurher, each 640 acres ; Charles Phelps, 508 acres ; 
James Davidson, 500 acres; and the rest smaller quantities.* 

• Dimiel Shepnrdson received 280 acre*. On the 4th of Jnty, 1786. a few days 
before the allotment was mn.le. he wrote to (Jovernor Clinton from Guilford, in- 
forminp ki* Kxcelhncy t Itjtt he was dissatisfied with the eUtement* that Mr. Shnt- 
tuek tin ! ]>r«'«<'ii1.'<l «-« >;:•■• 'rnin^ his (shepimhonV looses l>y t.li«* Verniontcrs. At 
the umiip »i ne, he •i-ttiifu'od »ei epitome of hi* Iom*,-* in tli«ve word* : — ' !>>' 
the I5.st htomiit.- tli.V 1 Cnn miike cm the Whole for Time and Money Spent mid 
for My CaUA that hmv Din taken from nu> lly the Vaniionteiir* ami for It. ing 
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But in no case did any one person receive less than 1)0 acres. 
Of the reserved lands, lots of <>40 acres each were, on the 12th 
and 14fh of September, divided among certain of the sufferers 
who had neglected to apply for compensation at the appointed 
time.* 

The land granted to u the sufferers in opposing " the go- 
vernment of Vermont was, at the time of the grant, located in 
Montgomery county. Tt formed u a part of a larger tract " 
which the province of New York had purchased of the Oneida 
and Tnscamra Indians, in the year 170*, and was known in the 
records of the land office and on the pages of the field books as 
a part of No. 2, or Clinton township. In the year 1791. the 
land which had been appropriated to the "sufferers," and a 
sufficient quantity additional to make an area of 48,000 acres, 
was erected into a township by the name of Jericho. On the 
1st of .Tune, 1S14, the name of the township was changed to 
Bainbridge, in honor of Commodore William Bainbridge, 
whose victory, as commander of the Constitution, over the 
British frigate Java, was at that time the theme of remark and 
admiration throughout the United States. Bainbridge is situ- 
ated in the south-eastern corner of the county of Chenango. The 
Susquehanna river runs through the township from the north-east 
to the south-west, and divides it diagonally. "The inhabitants 
came principally from the Eastern State-." observes Mr. Spaf- 
t'ord in his Gazetteer of the State of New York, " and it is 
almost superfluous to add that common schools for the educa- 
tion of youth are well supported."! 

mailt prisoner allso for my Beeing Drove from my Fatnaly ami farm n Bout five 
Month*. their Distressing my famaly and taking provision from my house when 
T was in Exile alUo their taking my Son prison r who was a Suhzer un<ler C <■ Peek 
and for two fire urim ami for Many more Damage* too Xeumorous to Meushim 
the which I Sustaned By Vermont [my losses are equal] To the Amount of Four 
Hundred Dolars And for the Better understanding I wood Refer Hi* Exeeleney 
Unto M" Even* Who is Best aquanted with my Affairs." It. is prolmblc that this 
information arrived too lato to affect the decision of the commissioners. Fapers 
relating to Vt Controversy, in office Sec State X. V., p. 5. r >. 

* Jjind office Minute*. 'in office Sec. State X. Y.. 17M-17SR, i. 160. 170, 194- 
K«, -J-.'o, 'j'-l. 'l-li. Z-l?>. Doet. Hist X. T„ iv. 1017-1O2O, 

Tlie names of the " sufferers" who were recompensed in lands, the quantity 
they received, the time when the grant* were made, and other particulars relat- 
ing to this subject, will be found in Appendix K. 

f The town of Itninbridse. l>y the name of Clinton, was situated in the eonnty 
of Montgomery until February li'.th. 1 7 1* 1 . when Tioga county was taken from 
Montgomery. At that time Bainbridge, l>y the name of Jericho, was organised 
as a part of Tiogn. On the 1 6th of March. 1798, portions of Herkimer and Tioga 
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"While the Legislature of New York were endeavoring to 
compensate those of their citizens, who in maintaining the 
jurisdiction of that state on the '"Grants," had lost much of 
their real and pergonal estate, the government of Vermont was 
engaged in devising measures to satisfy the wants of its own 
citizens. During the summer, " the sufferings of the people 
becoming severe, and their complaints loud, on account of 
the extreme scarcity of money, Governor Chittenden, in the 
month of August, published an address to the inhabitants 
of the state, which was evidently dictated by a paternal regard 
for their welfare and happiness." In this carefully considered 
paper, he earnestly exhorted his fellow-citizens to be industrious 
and economical ; to avoid, as much as possible, the purchase of 
foreign productions ; and to devote their attention to the raising 
of flax and wool, and the various articles necessary for food 
and clothing. He counselled them to exercise prudence and 
diligence in business; mutual forbearance and kindness in their 
relations with one another ; and a true regard for the safety of 
the state. By this course of conduct, and by the assistance 
which the Legislature would afford at their next session, ho 
expressed a hope that their sufferings would be brought to a 
speedy termination, and they become " a prosperous and happy 
people.''* 

In accordance with the promise of Governor Chittenden, 

counties were formed into a county by the name of Chenango. Since that time, 
Hainbridge— by the nam*- of Jericho until IS 14, ami subsequently by the name of 
Hniubriclge— has formed a part of Chenango county. The village of Hainbridge, 
now a "large and thriving" place, was incorporated by an act of the Legislature 
of New York, passed April 21st, IS2'J. The other settlements in the town are 
known as Kast Hainbridge, North Bainhridge, South Bainbridge, and Hetteburgh. 

In the laws of New York, appended to the act for " altering the name of the 
towu of Jericho in the county of Chenango " to Hainbridge. which wan passed on 
the liith of April, 1814, apppars the following note, by the patriotic editor of the 
volume, inserted in bracket*: — "The name of Bainbridgt will be held dear by 
every American who loves his country and admires the heroes who defend it. 
The inhabitants of Jericho have evinced much patriotism in the alteration of the 
name of this town. Wo have now counties and towns bearing the names of 
Washington, Clinton, Gate*, Jay, I'rtble, Decatur, l'erry, and Hainbridge, besides 
others in honor of our revolutionary and naval heroes." — Maps in Hook of 
" Deed*," in office See. State N*. V., xx. 5C8— 570. -Map No. 57, in office Sec. 
State N. Y. Ijiws of New York, 1791, 1-Hh »i-t*ion, chap. x. Greenleafs ed., ii. 
"11 ; )7'.'>*. "»l»t M?ft»ion, chap, xxxi- ; 179 >. 22d o.iwion, 2d meeting, chap, xxxiii. ; 
Ml, :i7th vision, chap elxxx. p. 5Jd ws-ioii, chap, exeviii. pp. :(•»-• 

Ho*. S[M»ff»rd'« N. Y. Gazetteer. Art. .li.itKiio. Hiog. Am. Miliuiry und .Naval 
Heroes ii. U:< — 17tt. Harber's N. Y. Hi-t Coll., ed IM1. pp. 'J'\ 10". 

• Thompson'* Vt I'm' II ■> 7^ 
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measures wore taken by the Legislature during their session in 
October, to relieve the embarrassments of the people. Those 
who were inclined to suffer ineonvenieiiee rather than disturb 
the peace of the state, ceased to complain, and endeavored to 
quiet the murmuring of their neighbors. Others who owed 
money and who did not intend to pay their debts, determined 
u to prevent the sitting of the courts in which judgments and 
executions might be obtained against them." By the terms of 
the statute, a session of the court of common pleas for the 
county of Windsor was appointed to be held at Windsor on 
Tuesday the 31st of October. On the morning of that day, a 
mob of about thirty armed men,* from the towns of Barnard 
and llartland, under the command of Hubert Morrison, a Ilart- 
laud blacksmith, and Benjamin Stcbbins, a Barnard farmer, 
assembled near the court house at Windsor, a little after sun- 
rise. Though no movements to that effect wi re made, yet their 
obvious design was to hinder the sitting of the court. Prompt 
in the discharge of duty, Stephen Jacob the state's attorney, 
and Benjamin Wait the high sheriff, waited on the malcontents; 
read to them the riot act and several other acts relative to un- 
lawful assemblages; made proclamation to them to disperse; 
addressed them on the " impropriety of their proceedings;" and 
kindly advised them to return peaceably to their homes. After a 
little hesitation, they concluded to obey the laws, and dispersed. f 
The court convened in the afternoon, adjourned to the next 
morning, aud then proceeded to business without any further 
molestation. 

On Tuesday, the 14th of November, a term of the Supreme 
court was held at Windsor, Paul Spooner, chief judge, presiding, 
assisted by Nathaniel Niles, Nathaniel Chipman, and Luke 
Knowlton, side judges. Warrants were immediately issued for 
the arrest of the rioters, and Morrison and several of his men 
were taken and placed in confinement. Complaints were then 
exhibited against them by Stephen Jacob. In these it was charged 
that they, on the 31st of October, " with guns, bayonets, swords, 

* In tin' complaint exhibited by the state* attorney, in the action of the free- 
men ugainnt the rioler*. the per«ons ehnrjretl with being entratred in this disturb- 
ance, were Aiiio* Bicknnl, John Whiteomb, and S.>]oimm Aikin of Itarnard; 
Moses Lull, I>ani«l Mmwll, Ininiel Munsi II. Jr., Thomas Lazel Munsell, and Him 
Flower* of Hurtloiid; and "diver* other* to the saij attorney unknown." 
Court Papers. 

f In one account the following statement appears:— "The hu urgent* being 
disappointed in their view*, dispersed " 
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clubs, drums, fifes, and otlicr warlike instruments, unlawfully, 
ruinously, and tumultuously did assemble and gather themselves 
together, to disturb and break the peace of the state ;" and that 
being thus assembled, they did "parade themselves in the front 
of the court-house in said Windsor in martial array, and with 
lixed bayonets did resist, obstruct, and hinder " the sherilV of the 
countv, and the countv court "from entering the said court 
house, and them did impede from opening and holding the said 
court, then and there by law to be opened and holden." To 
these charges Morrison pleaded guilty and threw himself upon 
the mercy of the court. The court sentenced him to suffer one 
month's imprisonment ; to procure bonds of £'100 for his good 
behavior for two years; to pay a fine of £10, and to bear the 
costs of the suit. Hie punishment of the other offenders, who 
either pleaded or were found guilty, was proportioned to the 
offences they bad committed. 

Soon after the result of the trial had been announced, about 
fifty «>f the insurgents, most of whom resided in llartlnnd, 
assembled under arms at the house of Captain Lull, in lhat 
town, five miles north of the Windsor court house, with a lixed 
determination to rescue Morrison from imprisonment. The 
court having been informed of these proceedings on the Kith of 
November, directed the sheriff to procure assistance, proceed to 
the place where the insurgents were collected, arrest them, and 
commit them to prison. In obedience to these commands 
sheriff Wait, who was also Colonel of the third regiment of the 
Vermont militia, ordered Captain Dart of Weathersticld to 
inarch his company to Windsor. On the evening of the same 
day, the soldiery of the latter place assembled to aid the civil 
authoritv. The court and some of the higher military officers 
then called a council, and having taken into consideration the 
situation and character of the mob, determined that it would 
be true policy to take them Inr surprise. In conformity with 
this conclusion, Colonel Wait, with a force of forty men well 
armed, set out for the encampment of the insurgents very early 
on the morning of the 17th, and after a march of more than 
five miles, reached it between the hours of three and four. 

Having escaped the notice of the guards by taking a circui- 
tous route, Wait and his men entered Captain Lull's house in 
two divisions, and after a short, but "very resolute" attack, 
captured twenty se ven of the insurgents. During the conllict 
the leaders of the revolt escaped. So expeditiously was this 



500 



HISTORY OF EASTKKN VERMONT. 



[n so. 



service performed, that Wait's party returned to Windsor ami 
lodged the culprits wifely in the jail at that place, before sun- 
rise. Though (lie victory over the insurgents was gained with 
comparative ease, yet several wounds were received by the 
sheriffs party. Stephen Jacob, the state's attorney, did not 
escape without injury, and Wait himself was "badly wounded in 
the head.'"* Still he was able to attend court, and, observed a 
chronicler of that time, would " have headed his regiment if 
necessity had required it.'' The result* of this attack would 
have been far more disastrous, but for the humanity and firm- 
ness evinced by the military. The conduct of Captain Dart 
was highly applauded, and it was publicly announced at the 
time that he and his company were entitled to "the particular 
thanks of the freemen" of the state. 

On the lSth the state's attorney exhibited a complaint against 
the insurgents.f in which they were charged with having 
assembled tbr the purpose of hindering the Supreme court from 
proceeding with the trial of certain persons who had been 
" informed against for a high misdemeanor,'' and for the purpose 
of rescuing Robert Morrison, "then a prisoner in the gaol at 
said Windsor pursuant to a legal order from said court." In 
answer to these accusations the prisoners pleaded guilty, and 
appeared u very humble and penitent." In consequence of these 
manifestations, thev were " treated with great tenderness bv the 
court." Fines were imposed upon them, and they were also 
required to discharge the cost of the suits, and to procure bonds 
for their good behavior for one year. Fears had been enter- 
tained that an insurrection of the people was about to happen, 
which would endanger the government of the state, and jeopar- 
dize the lives and liberty of those who refused to join it. Pre- 
parations for such an event were accordingly made, and on 
Saturday, while the trial of the insurgents was in progress, six 
hundred soldiers^ under the command of Jhig.-Gen. Peter 

• Tn the pay roll of the fit-Id and stuff officers. Colonel Wait claimed remunera- 
tion for low, occasioned by ' twenty six days' sickness of wound." 

f In one of these complaint", the persons informed against, were Atnos Kendnll, 
B'Mijiimm Hale, Sila« Hule, David llule, and Abijuh Capen of Windsor ; Benjamin 
Munsell, Timothy Woofer, Klenzcr Bishop Jr., Paul Rogers, Oliver Hosiers, 
Samuel Danforth, Silvnnu* Wood. John Jenne, Elui Kvaris, Asa Kvan* /era 
Evan*. Klisha Gallup Jr., James Kcl-ey. and William Hopkins of Hurt lima ; and 
Jo«iah (Mark, mid Josiah llurlbiirt of Woodstock. &K Court I';t|H-r*. 

} Among the militia present on this oe neion, were Capt. Matthew Patrick's 
company of forty-three m -.) ; «'-.pt. Andrew Tracy's of twenty-one men: Caet 
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Oleott assembled under arms at Windsor. Meant inn'.' tlie insur- 
gents, having received reinforcements, liad collected at Lull's 
house to the number of a hundred. While in doubt as to the 
course they should pursue, information was brought to them 
of the preparation* for defence or attack which were in progress 
at Windsor. Satisfied that government was too strong to be 
overcome by their puny effort*, the malcontents dispersed, stu- 
dious only to avoid detection and disgrace. Karly in the following 
>veek the soldiers. returned to their homes, and peace was again 
restored to the distracted count}-. On the 21st of November, 
a similar outbreak occurred in Rutland, at the commencement <<f 
the session of the court. For a time, it seemed as though the 
efforts of tho " Regulators," as the rioters styled themselves, 
would be successful. But the firmness and di^nitv of the 
court ; the readiness of the militia to act in defence of govern- 
ment ; and the speedy measures which were taken to quell the 
insurrection, all united to avert a result so fearful. The insur- 
gents were in the end defeated, and the course of justice was not 
again impeded by the reckless conduct of those whom misfor- 
tune had reduced to misery and want. The passage of laws to 
relieve the people from vexatious litigation, and more especially 
of an act " making neat cattle, beef, pork, sheep, wheat, rye, 
and Indian corn a lawful tender, if turned out bv the debtor <»n 
any execution, which must be received by the creditor at the 
value of their apprisal by men under oath,"* tended to make 
the burden of debt under which many were laboring more 

Henry Tollea'a of sixteen men ; Cnpt. Asahel Smith's of thirteen men ; Copt. 
Nathaniel Weston's of ten men ; and the combine.) companies of Capta. John 
Ilopson and Nathaniel Severs of twenty two men. The field and staff officers of 
the third regiment who, as it waa expressed in the pay roll, " turned ont for tho 
snp|K.>rt of government," were Col. lienjaruiu Wait, Lieut.-Col. Klijnh Iiobiuson, 
Major .Tease Snfford, Adjt. Uriant Brown, and Qr.-Mr. Jew* Williams. During 
thi» disturbance, the troo|« were well fed, as Appears by the bills subsequently 
presented to tlx? state treasurer for payment. Col. Benjamin Wait's demand "for 
supplying tho troops with rum and other ntratary jiroritiona" was allowed, as 
was that of Klijah West " for his victualling and liquors delivered to ('apt. Dart's 
company," and as were also several other demands of a similar nature. 

* 'l"his act was passed at the session of the Legislature of Vermont, held at Ben- 
nington during February and March, ITS". On the 2d of the latter mouth, the 
following resolution was passed by the General Assembly, nnd ordered to be pub- 
lished : — " Resolved, that this house entertain a high sense of the services done 
to this state by the officers and soldiers, whose spirited exertions crushed the bite 
daring insurrection iigninst government, in the counties of Rutland ami Win<I»»>r. 
and do hereby return the said officerrnnd soldiers their hearty thanks."— Thomp- 
son's Vt , Tort II. p SI. 
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endurable, and served "to check the lesjal enforcement of col- 
lection-.." The | ten) >le became >atisficd of the jirotective cha- 
racter <tf government, anil gave it a support, cordial, tirm, 
manly, and patriotic. Attention to business was rewarded by 
iucrcased profits. Competence crowned the labor* of many. 
( 'onteiitnient smiled in the humble cottage and pervaded the hos- 
pitable farm-house. Health glowed in the faces of the rosy girls 
and ruddy matrons of the Green Mountains, and happiness waved 
its wand of blessing over the valleys of the peaceful Connecticut.* 
The allotment of lands by the Legislature of New York to 
Timothy Church and his associates, led others who had been 
similarly situated, but who at a comparative early stage in the 
controversy had submitted to the government of Vermont, to 
apply for assistance. On the JJth of December, Eleazer Pat- 
ter-on, Samuel Knight, Benjamin Buttern'eld, John Sergeant, 
Jofiah Arms, and twenty-two other persons addressed a petition 
to Governor Clinton and to the Senate and Assembly of New 
York, in which they declared that they had been " uniformly 
loyal to the state of New York had supported the rights and 
interests thereof ; had " not only frequently risked their lives, but 
expended large sums of money and lost an abundance of time 
in defence of the said state ; had been often imprisoned ; and 
had suffered the loss of property to a considerable amount." 
They further stated that they had "continued to exert them- 
selves in support of the state of New Y'ork, until they were left 
totally abandoned to the fury of their enemies." and then had 
submitted " to the usurpation of the government of Vermont," 
only to avoid being "deprived of their whole property." For 
these services and sufferings they asked as a compensation, " a 
grant of vacant and unappropriated land/' No evidence waa 
adduced in support of these statements. In consequence of 
this omission, the committee of the Legislature to whom the 
subject was referred, reported adversely to the petit ion. f 

• Worcester Mnptmtie, 17«rt. ii. 4<'.o. 4*.'.. MS Complaints of the .tote's attor- 
ney. M>. Pay roll*. MsS. in office Sec. State Vt. Tl>«mp.«nn'9 Vt.. Part IF. pp 79-S1. 

f At :i meeting of the commissioners of the land office, held on the 2;1th of 
May, 17ST, " the petition of Kleuxer Patterson of Hin*dale. suggesting himself to 
he a sufferer in opjiosiiig the government of the pretended state of Vermont, and 
praying for a grout of land* accordingly," w«s read. Similar petiti>>ns from John 
Kathati, Obudinh Well*, and the widow >>f Henry Sherburne were, at the same, 
time, presented. The consideration of all the-e application* was po-tponed. 
Land Office Minutes, in office Sec. State X. V., 17s l-I7sS. i. -2..8. l>oc. Hist X. Y.. 
iv lft-j.t-ioJi. 
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At this period, a disposition favorable to the admission of the 
state of Vermont into the Union, began to bo manifested by 
some of the most influential citizens of New York. Of this 
number were such men as Alexander Hamilton, Philip Schuyler, 
Richard Harrison and Egbert Penson. The pretensions of Ver- 
mont to a separate jurisdiction, first announced 6oon after the 
commencement of the late revolution, had been maintained 
throughout the whole of that struggle, and had never been 
disavowed although conciliatory laws had been passed, over- 
tures made, and negotiations carried on in Congress to effect 
this result. The peace of 1783 had found Vermont in a con- 
dition of actual independence, organized under a regular form 
of government, and with a population rated at one-half of that 
of New York. The latter state had formerly threatened to 
reduce the people of Vermont to its obedience. The idea of 
subjection had now become so involved in difficulty, that all 
except the most rash and thoughtless had abandoned it as fool- 
ish and chimerical. While affaire were in this position, an 
attempt was made to flat her the project of admitting Vermont 
to a share in the federal government. An act 44 to empower 
and direct the delegates of this state in Congress, to accede to, 
ratify, and confirm the sovereignty and independence of the 
people of the territory commonly called and known by the 
name of the state of Vermont," was introduced into the Legis- 
lature of New York, during the session of 1 787. 

On the 24th of March, a petition from John Foxcroft and 
"many other persons," proprietors of lands in Vermont, relative 
to this bill, was read in the Assembly. The petitioners asked 
to 44 be indulged with a copy of the said bill," and to 44 he heard 
by themselves or their counsel thereupon." These requests 
were granted. On the 28th, the counsel for the petitioners 
appeared before a committee of the Assembly, 44 entered into a 
large field of argument" against the bill, and endeavored to 
show that it was "contrary to the constitution, to the maxima 
of sound policy, and to the rights of property." His observa- 
tions were not destitute of weight, and to many of them addi- 
tional force was given by the fact that they were to a certain 
degree founded in truth. He was followed by Alexander 
Hamilton, who in an elaborate address strovo to prove, not 
only that the constitution permitted this measure, but that 
policy demanded it and justice acquiesced in its adoption. At 
every point he met his opponent's objections with forcible rea- 
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soiling, and succeeded, in almost every instance, in overturning 
liis positions. His opinion as to tlie policy ot' merging Vermont 
in New York, was expressed in these words :— 44 For my part, 
I should regard the reunion of Vermont to this state, as one of 
the greatest evils that could befall it ; as a source of continual 
embarrassment and disquietude." The bill, after undergoing 
many alterations, passed the Assembly on the 12th of April, 
and was immediately sent to the Senate. Here it was read on 
the same day, and on its second reading on the 13th, was com- 
mitted to a committee of the whole. tty them it was never 
returned to the Senate. The admission of Vermont as a four- 
teenth state was postponed to a later time.* 

Though the Legislature of New York had ceased to exercise 
authority over Vermont, yet, by the constitution of New York, 
the counties of Charlotte, Cumberland, and Gloucester were 
still claimed as constituent parts of that state. By the same 
instrument, power was given to 44 the future Legislatures" of the 
state, 44 to divide the same into such further and other counties 
and districts," as should be deemed necessary. In conformity 
with this authority, a law was passed on the 7th of March, 
1788, for dividing the state of New York into counties. By 
this it was enacted, that the county of Cumberland should con- 
tain 44 all that part of this state beginning on Connecticut river 
at the north bounds of the state of Massachusetts, and extend- 
ing westward along the same until such line shall meet with, 
and be intersected by, a line proceeding on a course, south ten 
degrees west from the north-west corner of a tract of land 
granted under the Great Seal of the late colony of New York, 
on the 1+th day of September, 1770, to James A heel and nine 
other persons ; and extending from the said point of intersec- 
tion, north ten degrees east, until such line shall meet with, and 
be intersected by, another line, to be drawn on a course north, 
sixty degrees west from the south-west corner of a tract of laud 
granted under the Great Seal of the late colony of New York, 
on the 13th day of November, in the year of our Lord 1709, 
and erected into a township by the name of Royal ton ; and 
running from the last mentioned point of intersection, south 
sixty -six degrees, east to Connecticut river; and so down along 
the same river to the place of beginning." 

• Hamilton'* Works, ii. 374-390. Journal Am. N. Y., 10th session, pp. 116, 
117, VIA, 155. Journal Senato N. Y., 10th session, pp. 84, 85. 
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"By the same enactment, Gloucester county was to contain 
"all that part of this state hounded southerly by the north 
bounds of the county of Cumberland ; easterly by the cast 
bounds of this state: northerly bv the north bounds of this 
state ; and westerly by a line to be drawn from the north-west 
corner of the said county of Cumberland, on a course north ten 
degrees east, until such line shall meet with, and be intersected 
by, another line proceeding on an east course from the south 
bank of the month of Otter creek ; and from the said last men- 
tioned point of intersection running north fifty degrees east to 
the north bounds of this state." On the west side of the Green 
Mountains the land which had formerly comprised the county 
of Charlotte, was, by this new division, included within the 
counties of "Washington and Clinton.* 

fty a resolution of Congress passed on the 28th of September, 
178", the plan of the present constitution of the United States 
was transmitted to the several state Legislatures, " in order to 
be submitted to a convention of delegates chosen in each state 
by the people thereof." During the summer of 17S8, it became 
evident that the constitution would be adopted by eleven of the 
thirteen states, and the national government established. The 
attention of the most intelligent men in Vermont was now for- 
cibly directed to her peculiar situation. Prominent among 
these was Nathaniel Chipman. His opinion concerning the 
controversy in which Vermont had been so long engaged, was, 
that if the question should ever be brought before an impartial 
tribunal for decision, the New York title would be adjudged to 
be better than that of Vcrmont.f llolding this view of the 
case, he felt " extremely anxious" that the jurisdictional dispute 
should be speedily adjusted. For the purpose of consultation, 
a number of gentlemen, among whom were Lewis K. Morris 
and Gideon Olin, met at his house in Tinmonth, in the early 
part of July. The result of this conference was an agreement 
that he should write to Hamilton on the subject of a settlement 
of the controversy. 

Agreeable to this determination, Chipman addressed a letter to 
Hamilton on the 15th of July, in which he briefly alluded to the 
situation of the larger portion of the landed property of Vermont ; 

* Jjiws of N. V., lllli mo*mmii. pp. UiS-UiG. 

f 'It u now generally believed, thnt, *hould we be roeeived into the I'niou, 
the New York grants would, by the federal eo«rt#, be preferred to those of V«r- 
m«>i t " N Chipman to A Hniniltoii. in Life of Chipuiati. p 7-1. 
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suggested certain methods by which Vermont might he brought 
to accede to the* " new federal plan'' of government ; and desired 
to know whether, in case Vermont should he received into the 
Union, the "federal legislature, when formed," might not he 
induced, on some terms, ** to make a compensation to the Xew 
York grantees out of their western lands, and whether those gran- 
toes might not he induced to accept such compensation." Daniel 
Chipmnn, the h rot her of Nathaniel, and the hearer of this com- 
munication, delivered it to Hamilton at Poughkcepsie, where 
that gentleman was then in attendance upon the Xew York 
convention for the adoption of the United States' constitution. 
On the 22d, Hamilton replied, acknowledging Chipman's letter 
*• as the basis of a correspondence" that might he productive of 
public good. " The accession of Vermont to the confederacy,'* 
wrote he, "is doubtless an object of great importance to the 
whole, and it appears to me that this is the favorable moment 
for effecting it upon the best terms for all concerned. Besides 
more general reasons, there are circumstances of the moment 
which will forward a proper arrangement. One of the first 
subjects of deliberation with the new Congress will be the inde- 
pendence of Kentucky, for which the southern states will be 
anxious. The northern will be glad to tiud a counterpoise in 
Vermont. These mutual interests and inclinations will facilitate 
a j) roper result." He further informed Mr. Chipmnn that there 
would be no distribution of western laud to particular parts of 
the community ; assured him that the public debt of the United 
States would be provided fur by indirect taxation, and by other 
politic measures ; recommended that the state of Vermont 
should ratify the constitution, upon condition that Congress 
should provide for the extinguishment of all existing claims to 
land under grants of the state of Xew York, which might inter- 
fere with claims tinder the state of Vermont ; and declared that 
it would be wise "to lay as little impediment as possible" in 
the way of the reception of Vermont into the Union. 

In answer to another letter from Mr. Chipmnn of the 6th of 
September, Mr. Hamilton referred in general terms to the sub- 
ject of their correspondence, and reiterated in a more extended 
form the observations he had previously made. To a sugges- 
tion of Mr. Chipmnn, that Vermont would desire to extend her 
territorial limits before becoming a part of the Union, Mr. 
Hamilton replied: — "I am sorry to find that the affair of the 
boundary is likely to create some embarrassment. Men's minds 
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everywhere out of your state, are made up upon, and reconciled 
to that which has been delineated by Congress. Any depar- 
ture from it must beget new discussions, in which all the pas- 
sions will have their usual scope, and may occasion greater im- 
pediments than the real importance of the thing would justify. 
If, however, the further claim you state cannot be gotten over 
with you, I would still wish to see the experiment made, though 
with this clog ; because I have it very much at heart that you 
should become a member of the confederacy." Referring then 
to the question of the right of the Legislature of Vermont to 
decide upon the accession of that state to the Union, he ob- 
served : — " There is one thing which I think it proper to men- 
tion to you, about which I have some doubts, that is, whether 
a legislative accession would be deemed valid. It is the policy 
of the system to lay its foundation on the immediate consent of 
the people. You will best judge how far it is safe or practica- 
ble to have recourse to a convention. Whatever you do, no 
time ought to be lost. The present moment is undoubtedly 
critically favorable. Let it, by all means, be improved." 
During the following winter, Mr. Hamilton and Mr. Chipman 
had an interview at Albany, " when," observes the biographer 
of the latter gentleman, " they took a view of the subject some- 
what different from their opinions which appear in the fore- 
going correspondence, and agreed on a mode of settling the con- 
troversy, which was afterwards adopted by the two states."* 

The dispute between New York and Philadelphia as to which 
should be the permanent seat of the federal government, was 
finally decided in favor of the latter city. This result showed 
plainly that the western and southern influence was greater in 
Congress, than the northern. No state felt the force of this 
fact more severely than New York. Kentucky, whose terri- 
tory belonged to Virginia, was anticipating a reception into 
the federal government, as a separate state, at no distant day. 
The admission of Vermont, it was seen, would tend, in some 
measure, to equalize representation. Her weight would serve 
as a counterpoise to the undue influence of particular sections 
of the Union. It was known at the north, that the adoption of 
the constitution of the United States had tended greatly to 
increase the desire of New York and Vermont, that the latter 
state should become a part of the Union. The controversy 



• Life of Cliipuian, pp. 70-81. 
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which had so long divided tncse states, whose interests, hut for 
that, were now almost identical, was the only harrier which 
prevented the connection. The wisest and best men in both, 
were ready to make the attempt to remove this* hindrance, by 
concessions that would be just for each.* Such was the wish, also, 
of those to whom the administration of public affaire was entrusted. 

For the purpose of manifesting their willingness to end the 
controversy, the Legislature of New York, on the 14th of July, 
17M>, passed an act "appointing commissioners with power to 
declare the consent of the Legislature of the state of New York, 
that a certain territory within the jurisdiction thereof, should 
be formed or erected into a new state." The commissioners 
named, were Robert Yates, Kufus King, Gulian Vcrplanek, 
Robert R. Livingston, Simeon De Witt, Richard Yarick, and 
John Lansing Jr. In the words of the act, they, or " any four 
or more of them," were vested with full power " to declare the 
consent of the Legislature of this state, that such district or ter- 
ritory within the jurisdiction, and in the north-eastern and 
northern parts thereof, as the said commissioners shall judge 
most convenient, should be formed and erected into a new 
state." Special provision was at the same time made, that 
nothing contained in the act should be construed to give any 
person claiming lands in the district "to be erected into an 
independent state," any right to any compensation from the 
state of New York.f 

• The tone of public opinion on the subject of the controversy may be deduced, 
to a certain extent, from the newspapers of that period. The following extract is 
from Thomas* Spy, No. 831, March 12th, 178a. 

" Vermont, Bennington, February 23 [178H]. 

"Two of the agent* of this state, appointed to atteud on Congress, to negotiate 
the admission of this state into the new federal government, have attended the 
legislature of New York, during their session at Albany, in order to influence that 
honorable body to recognize our independence ; and we learn that a bill for that 
purjHMt! is now under their consideration, by which the western bounds of this 
state is affixed at the western bounds of the townships granted by Hampshire. 

" We are informed from respectable authority, that many influential members 
of the legislature of New York, are anxious for the admission of Vermont into the 
Federal I n ion, to prevent internal divisions among the American states The 
Hon. (Jcueral Schuyler and others have given it as their opinion, that metier* 
should be compromised amicably nnd speedily between this state and the New- 
York claimant* — the peace of the Union being of far greater value than half a 
million acre* of land." 

f This act vran sent to Thomas Chittenden, in a letter dated at Albany on the 
mh of July, 17S'.», and signed by all the commissioners except Richard Vnriek. 
Law* of N V . M tn.-tir-r of l"tl. i •„,, p 2 William*'- 11 Ut Yt . ii. ■ <:~. ->:>< 
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On the 23d of October, 17S9, the Legislature of Vermont 
responded to the advances nude by the Legislature of New 
York, and passed an act. appointing Isaac Tiehenor. Stephen R. 
Bradley, Nathaniel Chipinan, Elijah Paine, Ira Allen, Stephen 
Jacob, and Israel Smith, commissioners in behalf of the state, 
" with full powers to them, or any four or more of them, to treat 
with commissioners that now are, or hereafter may be. appointed 
by the state of New York, and who shall be fully authorized 
and empowered, by the said state of New Y ork, to ascertain, 
agree to, ratify, and confirm a jurisdictional or boundary line 
between the state of New York and the state of Vermont ; and 
to adjust, and finally determine, all and every matter or thing 
which, in any wise, obstructs a union of this state with the 
United States." Special provision was at the same time made, 
that nothing in the act should be construed to give the commis- 
sioners power, either "to lessen or abridge the present jurisdic- 
tion" of Vermont ; or to " oblige the inhabitants of the same, 
or any other person or persons, claiming title to lands" pre- 
viously granted by Vermont, or " the late province of New 
Hampshire," to relinquish "their claims under the jurisdiction 
thereof, or, in any wise, subject the state of Vermont to make 
any compensation to different persons, claiming under grants 
made by the late province, and now state, of New York, of 
lands situate and being in the state of Vermont, and within the 
jurisdiction of the same."* 

Having become satisfied that several omissions had been 
made in the .act of the 1+th of July, 1789, by which commis 
sioners had been appointed to acknowledge the sovereignty of 
Vermont, the Legislature of New Y'ork, on the 6th of March, 
1790, repealed that act, and passed another with a similar title. 
Kobort Yates, Robert li. Livingston, John Lansing Jr., Gillian 
Verplanck, Simeon De Witt, Egbert Benson, Richard Sill, and 
Melancton Smith were named as commissioners in the second 
act. The same authority which had been conferred on the other 
commissioners was transferred to them, and, in addition to this, 
they were vested with " full power to treat, conclude, and agree 
with any person or persons, or any assemblies or bodies of peo- 
ple," touching the relinquishment of the jurisdiction of the 
6tate of New York over a certain portion of her " north-eastern 
and northern" territory; and touching "the securing or con- 

» Klado's Vt. State Papers, pp. 192, 193. Life of Chipman, p. 82. 
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finning of right?, titles, or possessions of lands within sxich dis- 
trict or territory, held or claimed under grants from the state of 
New Hampshire wliile a colony, or under grants, sale?, or loca- 
tions made hy the authority of the government or jurisdiction 
now existing, and exercised in the north-eastern parts of this 
state, under the name or style of the state of Vermont, against 
persons claiming the same lands under grants from this state while 
a colony, or since the independence thereof." In an accom- 
panying proviso, the commissioners were prohibited from 
sanctioning or countenancing, in any way, the " grants, sales, or 
locations " made " by or under Vermont,'' in that portion of the 
state of New York, to which the name of the Western Union 
had been once applied by Vermont, 

In another section of this act, it was stated, that whatever 
the commissioners might stipulate to receive, as 44 a compensa- 
tion for extinguishing the claims'' to lands ''within the said 
district, derived under the late colony of New York," should 
be for the use of those claimants thus deprived of their grants, 
although in the stipulations the " compensation should be de- 
clared to be for the use of this state, or for the people thereof." 
It was also provided that nothing in this act should be construed 
to give to any person claiming as above set forth, 44 any right to 
any further compensation " from the state, than the compensa- 
tion which might 44 be so stipulated as aforesaid."* 

In conformity with the terms of this act, and of that passed 
by the Legislature of Vermont, the commissioners of the two 
states assembled. 44 The only point of difficulty and debate," 
observes Mr. Williams, 44 related to a compensation for the 
lands claimed by the citizens of New York, which had been 
regranted by the government of Vermont." The discussions 
on this subject were carried on in a most friendly and con- 
ciliatory manner, and after two or three meetings, 44 an 
equitable and amicable agreement " was concluded. On the 
7th of October, the commissioners of New York by virtue of 
the powers granted to them for that purpose, declared the con- 
sent of the Legislature of New York, that the state of Vermont 
should be admitted into the Union of the United States of 
America ; and that immediately upon such admission, all 
claims of jurisdiction of the state of New York within the 
state of Vermont should cease. 

• I*wf> of N. Y 2d meeting, 13th Meeion, p. 13. 
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They further declared that thenceforth, 44 the perpetual boun- 
dary line between the state of New York and the state of Ver- 
mont" should be as follows: — 44 Beginning at the north-west 
comer of the state of Massachusetts ; thence westward, along 
the south boundary of the township of Pownall, to the south- 
west corner thereof; thence northerly, along the western boun- 
daries of. the townships of Pownall, Bennington, Shaftsbury, 
Arlington, Sandgate, liupert, Pawlet, Wells, and Poultney, as 
the said townships are now held or possessed, to the river, com- 
monly called Poultney river ; thence down the same, through 
the middle of the deepest channel thereof, to East Bay ; thence 
through the middle of the deepest channel of East Bay and tho 
waters thereof, to where the same communicates with Lake 
Champlain ; thence through the middle of the deepest channel 
of Lake Champlain, to the eastward of the islands called the 
Four Brothel's, and the westward of the islands called Grand 
Mc and Long Isle, or the Two Heroes, and to the westward of 
the Isle La Mott, to the forty-fifth degree of north latitude.'" 

With regard to the lands which had been granted by New 
York, the commissioners, announcing 44 the will of the Legisla- 
ture of the state of New York," decreed that, 44 if the Legisla- 
ture of the state of Vermont should, on or before the first day 
of January, 1 702, declare that, on or before the first day of 
June, 1794, the said state of Vermont would pay to the state of 
New York the sum of thirty thousand dollars, that, imme- 
diately from such declaration by the Legislature of the state of 
Vermont, all rights and titles to lands within the state of Ver- 
mont, under grants from the government of the late colony of 
New York, or from the state of New York, should cease," those 
excepted which had been made in confirmation of the grants of 
New Hampshire. Such was the deliberate decision of the com- 
missioners upon the topics which had been submitted to them 
f<»r a final and definitive settlement.* 

The plan proposed in this decision met with the approbation 
of tho Legislature of Vermont, and on the 28th of October they 
passed an act, directing the treasurer of the state to pay the 
sum of thirty thousand dollars to the state of New York, at or 
before the time proposed ; adopting the line proposed by the 
commissioners as the perpetual boundary between the two 
states ; and declaring all the grants, charters, and patents of 

» William* - * Hi»t. Vi., ii. 2.'»8. 250. SlmleV Vt. Stat* Papirs, pp. UK), l-.'l. 
Thompsons Vt.. Part II. p. 83. Doc. Ili*t N. Y.. iv. loirs. 
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land, lying within the state of Vermont, made by or under the 
late colony of New York, to be mill and void, and " incapable 
of being given in evidence in any court of law'* within the 
state, those excepted which had been made in confirmation of 
the grants from New Hampshire. "In this amicable manner,*' 
observes Mr. Williams, " was terminated a controversy which 
had been carried on with great animosity for twenty-six years."* 
Both sides were weary of the contest, and, happily for them, 
the general condition of America was ftivorable to conciliatory 
measures. This seems to have been the only period, in which 
the matter could have been adjusted to the satisfaction of all 
parties.f 

The difficulties with New York having been terminated by 
these proceedings, the General Assembly of Vermont issued a 
call for a convention of the people, to take into consideration 
the expediency of joining the federal union. The convention 
met at Bennington on the (5th of January, 1791. Among the 
delegates were Thomas Chittenden, the president, and Moses 
Robinson, the vice-president of the convention, Nathaniel Chip- 
man, Stephen R. Bradley, Ira Allen, Ebenezer Allen, Daniel 
Buck, Jonathan Arnold, Gideon Olin, Jonathan Hunt, John 
Strong, John Fassett, Timothy Brownson, and many others of 
sound practical sense, and stern integrity. Of the conflicting 
opinions which prevailed on this occasion, Mr. Williams 
remarks : — " The members were not all agreed on the expedi- 
ency of being connected with the thirteen states, and it was 
doubted, whether a majority of the people were for the measure. 
Several members of the convention wished to defer the conside- 
ration of the question, to a more distant period. It was urged 
on the other hand, that the safety, the interest, and the honor of 
Vermont, would be essentially promoted by joining the union 
of the other states, and that this was the precise time, when it 
might be done without difficulty or opposition." 

Favoring the accession of Vermont to the union, Nathaniel 
Chipman, distinguished both as an able jurist and an accom- 
plished scholar, urged the convention to give their assent to the 
measure, and in a forcible and argumentative speech, advanced 
his reasons for recommending such a course. In emphatic 
language, he described the insignificance of the condition to 

" The commencement of the controversy is (renerally fixed at the date of the 
Order of the King in Council, vie. .July -.'oth, 1764. See ant', p 130. 

f Williams's Hist. Vt,, ii 2M>, 26o. Slodc** Vt State Papers, pp. lfll, 1M, 104. 
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which Vcnnont would bo continually subjected, should she 
remain a separate state, and foreshadowed her probable fate in 
case a war should arise between the United States and Great 
Britain. He showed in what manner learning and science, and 
manufactures, and the arts, would be patronized in Vermont by 
means of the Union, and how, as a result of the same cause, 
the moral and social condition of the state would be exalted. 
He referred to the different methods that had been adopted in 
different ages of the world, to bring states similarly situated to 
act as one confederacy, and declared that the constitution and 
the federal government of the United States, though almost 
phenomena in civil polity, were better calculated than any other 
means that could be adopted, to unite in one body the people 
of the United States, and to secure "the tranquillity, happiness, 
and prosperity of the Union." 

Arguments like these prevailed, and on the 10th of January, 
after a session of four days, the convention resolved that appli- 
cation should be made to Congress for the admission of Vermont 
into the federal Union. This decision was supported bv an 
instrument, in which the convention, by virtue of the power 
and authority to them entrusted for that purpose, " fully and 
entirely " approved of, assented to, and ratified the constitution 
of the United States, and declared, that " as soon as the 
6tate of Vermont shall be admitted bv the Congress into 
the Union, and to a full participation of the benefit of the 
government now enjoyed by the states in the Union, the 
same shall be binding on us and the people of the state of Ver- 
mont forever." This instrument was signed by one hundred 
and five of the one hundred and nine members of the conven- 
tion. The convention having completed the business for which 
they had been called together, dissolved on the 11th of Janu- 
ary. 

The General Assembly of Vermont met at Bennington, on the 
day previous to the dissolution of the convention, and, on the 
ISth, made choice of Nathaniel Chipman and Lewis B. Morris, 
as their commissioners to repair to Congress and negotiate the 
admission of Vermont into the Union. Pursuant to their 
appointment, these gentlemen visited Philadelphia and laid 
before General Washington, the President of the United States, 
the proceedings of the convention and Legislature of Vermont, 
before referred to. On the 18th of February, Congress by an 
act declared, " that on the fourth day of March, one thousand 
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geven hundred ami ninety, one, the said state, by the name and 
stvle of "the state <>t' Vermont, 1 shall be received and admitted into 
this Union, a* a new and entire member of the United States of 
America.' 1 Thus did Vermont finally reach the position which 
the was so well entitled to fill. Her accession to the Union was 
everywhere regarded with satisfaction, and no better proof of 
the feeling of Congress on the subject is needed, than the fact 
that she was admitted without debate and by a unanimously 
affirmative vote.* 

During their session held at "Windsor in the months of Oeto- 
ber and November following, the General Assembly of Ver- 
mont made provision for raising the sum of $30,000, by a gene- 
ral land tax.f At this period in the history of the United 
States, before the establishment of a national currency, the 
difficulty of procuring large sums of silver or gold was severely 
felt. Owing to this scarcity of a circulating medium, and the 
poverty of the people, the state of Vermont was unable to pay 
the whole <>( the stipulated amount at the appointed time. An 
act was therefore passed by the Legislature of New York, 
extending the time of the payment. As soon as the greater por- 
tion of the $30,000 had been received, a question arose as to the 
method of apportionment which should be adopted, in dividing 
it among those to whom it belonged. For the purpose of remov- 
ing all trouble on this point, the Legislature of New York passed 
an act on the Cth of April, 1T!)5, 4t concerning the money paid 
into the treasury of this state, by the slate of Vermont.' 1 

In the preamble of this act. the various proceedings which had 
led to a settlement of the controversy were recited, and the neces- 
sity of making " a just and equitable distribution 11 of the money 
which already had been and which hereafter was to be paid, was 
stated. To accomplish this object, Robert Yates, John Lansing 
Jr., and Abraham Van Vechten were appointed commissioners, 

• Williams* Hist Vt, ii. 260,261. Sladc's Vt State Papers, pp. 194-196. Life 
of Xathunicl Chipman. pp. k:',-!I5. Ini Allen'* HiaL Vt., pp. 2 19, 250. 

f "The General Assembly of Vermont has parsed a law, laying a tax of one 
halfpenny per acre, on all lands in thut stat<\ for the purpose of raising the sum 
of fin mm mi. to discharge the demand of the state of Now York upon them." 
Thomas's Spy, November 'J4, M'Jl. No. !>7X 

" An compensation for the loss of these land*, the state of Vermont stipulated and 
paid to the state of New York, So.ooo Spanish milled dollars." 

" With good management, 3u.uoii dollars cancelled grants from the late colony 
of New York, for about 5,000,000 acre* of land."— Ira Allen's Hist Vt, pp. 
JM9, 250. 

t 
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to decide all claims of citizens of New York to lands situated 
in Vermont which had been ceded by tlie former state to the 
latter, and to determine what proportion of the $30,000 each 
claimant should receive. The commissioners were directed to 
give notice of the time when they would receive and examine 
claims. Claimants who should not notify their claims to the 
commissioners, within one year .after the publication of the 
notice, were declared for ever barred of the right of recovery. 
Vested with these powers, and guided by these regulations, the 
commissioners began their examination. Many applications 
were received, and the amount of compensation claimed was 
far greater than the sum from which it was to be drawn. 
Finally on the 23d of April, 1799, the commissioners rendered 
their report. Of the seventy-six-claimants among whom the 
sum was divided, those who received the largest amount were 
(Joldsbrow Banyar, Samuel Avery, the heirs of James Duane, 
William Oockbnrne, the heirs of Simon Metcalf, Brooke Wat- 
son, William Smith, John Plenderleaf, Jonathan Hunt, John 
Bowles, Thomas Norman in right of his wife the daughter of 
Crean Brush, Abraham Lot, Samuel Stevens, James Abeel, the 
heirs of Cadwallader Colden, and John Bard.* 

With this apportionment all the direct results flowing from 
the controversy between New York and Vermont ceased. The 
two states, united by the bonds of trade and mutual interest, 
no longer regarded one another with jealousy or distrust, but 
60nght rather, by the interchange of confidence and concession, 
to obliterate the recollections of the past. From the time when 
Vermont first declared her independence, " Freedom and Unity" 
was the expression of the principles which guided her conduct. 
" Freedom and Unity" is the motto with which she now stands 
among the states of this Union. 



• Life of Chipman, p. 82. LawB of N. T., 1 8th msmod, pp. 34, 85. Doc. 
y.Y., ir. 1024. 1026. 
An account of the UW «on of the |80,000 U contained in Appendix L. 
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EARLY LAWS OF VERMONT — INDIAN INSCRIPTIONS. 

First constitution of Vermont modelled on the first constitution of Pennsylvania 
— Constitution of Vermont legalised by statutory enactments — Epitome of the 
constitution — Its religious and moral elements — The test creed — Educational 
interests— Freedom of speech and of the press maintained— Establishment of 
courts of justice — Good men to be placed in office — The purity of the ballot- 
box — The necessity of labor — First esxay at legislation — The laws of February, 
1779 — The " Word of God" and the " Connecticut law book'' — The criminal 
code of Vermont — Capital offences — Degrading punishment*— Manslaughter — 
Incest— Adultery— Polygamy— Housebreaking and highway robbery— Coun- 
terfeiting — Riot — Perjury — Forgery — Lying — Theft — Cursing or profane swear- 
ing — Gaming — Horse-racing — Night-walking — Tavern-haunting — Licensing ta- 
verns — Drunkenness — Sabbath-breaking — Stocks — Care of the poor — Militia 
service— Attorneys — Instances of the infliction of eoqK.ral punishment — Sin- 
gular customs — Imprisonment for debt— The burial of Thomas Chandler Sen. 
— The marriage of Mrs. Lovejoy — Indians of Vermont — Coos — Newbury — In- 
dian sculptures at bellows Falls— The " Indian Rock" on West or Wantastiquet 
river. 

The references in some of the previous chapters to the statutes 
enacted by the General Assembly of Vermont for the punish- 
ment of Yorkers and the enemies of the state, would naturally 
lead the reader to inquire concerning the character of the early 
legislation of this independent jurisdiction. Allusion has al- 
ready been made to the peculiar circumstances under which 
the first constitution of Vermont was adopted. Soon after the 
people of the New Hampshire Grants had declared that district 
a free and independent state, many disinterested persons ex- 
pressed a desire that the organization of "New Connecticut, 
alias Vermont," as the new state was called, should be imme- 
diately effected. On the 11th of April, 1777, Dr. Thomas 
Young, a citizen of Philadelphia, published an address to the 
inhabitants of Vermont, urging them to maintain the ground 
they had taken, and pointing out to them the method by which 
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many of tlic difficulties in forming a government might be met 
and overcome. " I have recommended to your committee," he 
observed in this address, " the constitution of Pennsylvania as 
a model, which, with a very little alteration, will, in my opi- 
nion, come as near perfection as any thing yet concocted by 
mankind. This constitution lias been silted with all the criti- 
cism that a band of despots was master of, and has bid defiance 
to their united powers." His advice was followed, and an in- 
strument which was supposed to have been the work of Benja- 
min Franklin became the basis of that upon which the govern- 
ment of Vermont was established.* 

Though built on so good a foundation, the constitution of 
Vermont was the work of men whose necessities gave them but 
little time for thought or deliberation. Prepared at a time 
when the United States was engaged in a war which convulsed 
the whole American continent ; completed at the moment when 
Burgoyne, having ravaged the shores of Lake Chatnplain, was 
maturing the reduction of Ticonderoga ; and published while 
the excitement consequent upon the triumph at Bennington 
was still agitating the minds of the Green Mountain Boys, it 
was never sanctioned by a vote of the people, but was tacitly 
accepted by them as the exponent of their rights and privileges. 
The remark of Governor Slade, that the constitution of Ver- 
mont " was considered a mere nullity by the utatetrmen of that 
period," cannot be regarded as strictly correct. At the same 
time, it is difficult to determine in what estimation it was 
held, cither by them or the people. The first act passed by the 
General Assembly, at their session held at Bennington on the 
11th of February, 1779, was "An act for securing the general 
privileges of the people, and establishing common law and the 
coiirtitut 'um, as part of the laws of this state." For what pur- 
pose this statute was needed is by no means apparent. In its 
very nature, the constitution of a state is superior to any statute 
law. It is, in a certain sen^e, the fountain and source of statute 
law. By it the state is organized and becomes invested with 
power to legislate. The attempt, therefore, of the General As- 
sembly of Vermont to legalize the constitution of the state, ap- 
pears to have been either simply an absurdity, or a proof that 

" The similarity between the first constitution of Vermont ana the first consti- 
tution of Pennsylvania may be *een by comparing thorn? inatrmnents as tbey 
appear in the " Memoir of TIhii una Chittenden," by Daniel Chipman, pp. 2&-60. 
ft f dtwt ill . 
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tin- statesmen regarded the constitution as possessed of hut little 
binding force, and hoped to dignify it in the estimation of the 
people, by investing it with, at least, the power of law. 

Had there bc«n no further attempts to give the constitution a 
statutory force, this inference might be regarded as partially 
correct. The desire to " make assurance double sure," seems, 
however, to have prevailed in the minds of the law-makers, and 
its effect in bolstering up the constitution was visible in a num- 
ber of instances. In June, 17*2, a law was enacted by the 
General Assembly, while in session at Windsor, for the purpose 
of "establishing the constitution of Vermont, and securing the 
privileges of the people." At a convention held at Manchester 
in June, 17S0, the constitution was revised and re-established. 
The General Assembly bat during a portion of February and 
March, 17-87, at Bennington, and on the 8th of the latter month 
they declared by a special statute, that the constitution "shall 
be forever considered, held, and maintained, as part of the laws 
of this state." The constitution underwent a second revision at 
a convention held at Windsor in July, 1793. At a session of 
the General Assembly held at Rutland during October and 
.November, 17!H>, that instrument was, by a legislative enact- 
ment, passed on the third day of the latter month, again pro- 
nounced and established "the supreme law" of the state.* 

The first constitution was "established bv convention" on 
the 2d of July, 1777. It was divided into three parts. The 
first division consisted of a preamble, in which were set forth 
the reasons that had induced the people of the New Hampshire 
Grants, to form themselves into a separate and independent 
commonwealth. A " Declaration of the rights of the inhabit- 
ants of the state of Vermont" was comprised in the second 
division. The third division contained the " Plan or frame of 
government," in accordance with which the affairs of the state 
were to be conducted. The tone of the whole instrument was 
moral, manly, independent. Vermont ever strove to imbue her 
public expressions with the spirit of freedom. In her relations 
with other states, she preserved her word and her honor unim- 
paired. Only in her negotiations with the British in Canada 
did she employ ambiguous terms and the arts of diplomacy, 
but it was by these meuns that she maintained her separate 

* Slade's Vt. State Paper*, p. Statutes of Vt, 1787, pp. 31, 32. AcU 

niid Lnw» of Vt., 17W, pp. I. 
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political existence, and secured the frontiers of the northern 
states from rapine and devastation. The positions taken in the 
constitution were in strict conformity with the character of men 
who loved liberty and hated oppression. The natural freedom 
of man ; the inherence of power in the people ; the establish- 
ment of government for the benefit of all ; the purity of the 
ballot-box; the subserviency of private property to public 
uses; the trial by jury ; the sac-redness of hearth and home; 
the subordination of the military to the civil power ; the right 
of petition and remonstrance — these, and other principles 
equally noble, were asserted with unaffected confidence, in this 
exposition of the moral, civil, and political faith of the people 
of Vermont. 

Concerning man as a religious being, it was claimed 44 that 
all men have a natural and unalienable right to worship Al- 
mighty Goi>, according to the dictates of their own consciences 
and understanding, regulated by the word of God ; and that no 
man ought, or of right can be compelled to, attend any reli- 
gions worship, or erect or support any place of worship, or 
maintain any minister, contrary to the dictates of his eon- 
science ; nor can any man who professes the Protestant religion 
be justly deprived or abridged of any civil right, as a citizen, 
on account of his religious sentiment, or peculiar mode of reli- 
gious worship ; and that no authority can, or ought to be in- 
vested in, or assumed by any power whatsoever, that shall, in 
any case, interfere with, or, in any manner, control the rights 
of conscience in the free exercise of religious worship. Never- 
theless, every sect or denomination of people ought to observe 
the Sabbath or the Lord's day, and keep up and support some 
sort of religious worship, which to them shall seem most agree- 
able to the revealed will of Gon." These sentiments were 
more strenuously enforced in the positive declaration that 
" laws for the encouragement of virtue and prevention of vice 
and immorality shall be made and constantly kept in force ; 
and provision shall be made for their due execution ; and all 
religions societies or bodies of men, that have been, or mav be 
hereafter, united and incorporated for the advancement of reli- 
gion and learning, or for other pious and charitable purposes, 
shall be encouraged and protected in the enjoyment of the pri- 
vileges, immunities, and estates, which they, in justice, ought 
to enjoy under such regulations as the General Assembly of 
this state shall direct.*' 
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Though these semi-puritanic law-given? were willing to allow 
to the people a considerable latitude in the "mode of religious 
worship,'' vet in matters of religions faith they Mere more ex- 
acting. Kvery member of the General Assembly, before tak- 
ing his seat, was required to accept and subscribe a test creed, 
in these words: — "I do believe in one Goo, the Creator and 
Governor of the universe, the rewarder of the good and punisher 
of the wicked. And I do acknowledge the scriptures of the 
Old and New Testament to be given by Divine inspiration, and 
own and profess the Protestant religion." It appears by tins 
records of the General Assembly, that Ethan Allen, who was 
returned a member from Arlington in October, 1778, refused 
to express his belief in the manner prescribed by law. His 
participation in the deliberations of that session, shows that his 
non-conformity did not debar him from serving as the represen- 
tative of his constituents. "When in October, 1785, the consti- 
tution was revised, the acknowledgment of a religious belief 
was deemed essential, and the test creed was retained un- 
changed. 

"While the interests of religion were thus protected, educa- 
tional interests were not neglected. The provision made for 
the instruction of the youth of the state, at a time when boys 
of sixteen were compelled to bear arms, and when the alarms 
of war rendered a continuous attention to the arts of peace al- 
most impossible, affords a striking example of the forecast of 
these self-taught statesmen. Fully imbued with the necessity 
of multiplying the advantages of instruction, they declared that 
* < a school or schools shall be established in each town by the 
Legislature, for the convenient instruction of youth, with such 
salaries to the masters, paid by each town, making proper use 
of school lands in each town, as thereby to enable them to 
instruct youth at low prices. One grammar school in each 
county, and one university in this state, ought to be established 
by direction of the General Assembly." To these wise provi- 
sions and to the laws which were afterwards enacted in accord- 
ance with them, Vermont owes the high position which she 
now holds, in an educational point of view, among the other 
states of the Union. 

Among a people who had ever been accustomed to express 
publicly their opinions, restraints infringing upon this privilege 
would be necessarily irksome. To guard against a contingency 
of this nature, and to protect that medium by which public 
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wrong-* are exposed, the condition of the state made known, 
and inform at ion of every proper character extended, the legis- 
lators of Vermont asserted " that the people have a right to 
freedom of speech, and of writing and publishing their senti- 
ments : therefore, the freedom of the press ought not to be 
restrained,"' and further, that " the printing presses shall be free 
to every person who undertakes to examine the proceedings of 
the Legislature, or any part of government." 

Ever since the abolition of colonial rule, the trial and punish- 
ment of evil-doers had devolved upon town and county com- 
mittees of safety, and upon such other temporary tribunals as 
had been warranted by public policy, and tacitly sanctioned by 
the people. As a consequence of this imperfect mode of judi- 
cial administration, the power thus delegated was often used to 
gratify the promptings of malice, or, on account of ignorance, 
was not exercised with that discrimination which distinguishes 
accurately between the right and the wrong. " Courts of jus- 
tice shall be established in every county in the state," pro- 
claimed the constitution, and thenceforth Justice blinded her 
eyes to the temptations which were springing up on every side 
to beguile her, and adjusted her scales with honest precision. 

For the purpose of securing a just administration of the 
affairs of government, the principle of selecting for office, men 
of high moral character and unblemished reputation, was early 
established. In avowing this idea the announcement was made, 
u that frequent recurrence to fundamental principles, and a firm 
adherence to justice, moderation, temperance, industry, and 
frugality are absolutely necessary to preserve the blessings of 
liberty, and keep government free. The people ought, there- 
fore, to pay particular attention to these points in the choico of 
officers and representatives. The people have a right to exact 
a due and constant regard to them, from their legislators and 
magistrates, in the making and executing such laws as are 
necessary for the good government of the state." These no- 
tions found full development in the plain statement " that no 
person shall be capable of holding any civil office in this state, 
except he has acquired and maintains a good moral character." 
To afford a more effectual protection in the exercise of the 
elective franchise, it was decreed by the constitution that " all 
elections, whether by the people or in General Assembly, shall 
be by ballot, free and voluntary ; and any elector who shall 
receive any gift or reward for his vote, in meat, drink, monies, 
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or otherwise, shall forfeit his right to elect at that time, and 
suffer sucli other penalty as future laws shall direct. And any 
person who shall, directly or indirectly, give, promise, or he- 
stow any such rewards to he elected, shall thereby he rendered 
incapuhle to serve for the ensuing year/' By legislative enact- 
ments, other punishments were denounced against those who 
should attempt to impair the purity of the hallot-hox. 

In the system of government promulgcd hy the founders of 
the new state, industry, as the safeguard of a people, was a 
foundation principle. The sentence passed upon the father of 
mankind, wherein it was declared, that in the sweat of his face 
he should eat hread, was too plainly applicable to his descend- 
ants inhabiting a country as unproductive as was Vermont, to 
allow of the supposition, that any one could live there without 
employment of some nature. Having been obliged to gain 
their own subsistence by toilsome labor, the first legislators of 
Vermont felt and declared the necessity of a similar course, for 
all who desired to maintain a manly self-respect. These senti- 
ments found expression in the constitution, in the following lan- 
guage :■ — As every freeman, to preserve his independence (if 
without a sufficient estate), ought to have some profession, call- 
ing, trade, or farm, whereby he may honestly subsist, there can 
be no necessity for, nor use in establishing offices of profit, the 
usual effects of which are dependence and servility unbecoming 
freemen, in the possessors or expectants, and faction, conten- 
tion, corruption, and disorder among the people. But if any 
man is called into public service, to the prejudice of his private 
affairs, he has a right to a reasonable compensation. And 
whenever an office, through increase of fees or otherwise, be- 
comes so profitable as to occasion many to apply for it, the 
profits ought to be lessened by the Legislature."* 

Such were some of the features of the constitution under 
which the new state began its political existence. In the 
government as established, the supreme legislative power was 
vested in " a House of Representatives of the freemen, or com- 
monwealth, or state of Vermont," and the supreme executive 
power in a Governor and a Council of twelve, the members of 
which body were denominated Councillors or Assistants. The 
first session of the General Assembly — the name by which the 

• Acts ami Laws of Vt 1770, pp. i. — xii., 1, 2. bl»«le'» Vt Stat* Pupew, pp. 
241-2S5, 287, 288, 521. 
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House of Representatives was commonly designated— was held 
in March, 177S. A second was held in June, and a third in 
October fallowing. The laws which were passed at these ses- 
sions were published towards the close of the year in pamphlet 
form, but were never recorded in the office of the secretary of 
state. Of their nature little is known. They, doubtless, par- 
took more of the character of temporary regulations than of 
permanent laws. In the journal of the tirst session, there are 
two entries under the date of March 2Mb, in these words : — 

" Passed an act for the punishing higli treason and other 
atrocious crimes, as said act stands in the Connecticut law- 
book." 

" Passed an act against treacherous conspiracies, as said act 
stands in the Connecticut law-book." 

From these and other indications of a similar nature, it may 
be reasonably inferred, that Connecticut was the source whence 
New Connecticut, alia* Vermont, derived many of her ideas of 
government, and law. The crude manner in which these ideas 
were necessarily, in many instances, expressed, was doubtless 
the reason whv the earlv enactments were not recorded. " It 
is indeed a subject of regret," oWrves Mr. Slade, " that any 
cause should have been thought sufficient to justify a neglect, 
by which the Jtrnt exttay at legislation by the government of 
Vermont, lias been lost to succeeding generations." 

From the laws enacted at the fourth session of the General 
Assembly, held in February, 177SJ, a very correct idea may be 
formed of the determined character of the people of Vermont. 
No one can fail to recognise the fact, as developed in these 
statutes, that they loved liberty, hated oppression, and deemed 
it necessary to visit crime with punishments of the severest 
nature. By the first act passed at this session, it was decreed, 
as has been before stated, that the constitution should be for- 
ever considered, held, and maintained, as part of the laws of 
this state." In the preamble of the same act, it was maintained 
that "the free fruition of such liberties and privileges as 
humanity, civility, and Christianity call for, as due to every 
man, in his place and proportion, without impeachment and 
infringement, hath been, and ever will be, the tranquillity and 
stability of churches and commonwealths ; and the denial or 
deprival thereof, the disturbance, if not the ruin of both.' 
Agreeable to these positions, it was enacted by statute, that 
" no man's life shall be taken away ; no mans honor or good 
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name stained ; no man 1 !? person shall be arrested, restrained, 
banished, dismembered, nor any ways punished ; no man shall 
be deprived of his wife or children ; no man's goods or estates 
shall be taken away from him. nor any ways indamaged under 
colour of law, or coimteuance of authority, unless it be by vir- 
tue of some express law of this state, warranting the same, 
established by the General Assembly ; or, in cage of the defect 
of such law in any particular case, by some plain rule war- 
ranted by the Word of God." 

That the " Word of God" and the "Connecticut law book" 
were the sources, whence were drawn those ideas which pre- 
vailed iti the formation of the penal statutes of Vermont, may 
be readily seen from an examination of the statutes themselves. 
" The early criminal code of Connecticut," observes a late 
writer,* " recognized twelve capital offences, to which two more 
were afterwards added, and all of which were founded on the 
strict precepts of the Levitieal law." The criminal code of 
Vermont, adopted in February, 1779, recognized nine offences 
punishable by death. These were treason; murder; arson; rape; 
bestiality ; sodomy ; bearing false witness against a person for 
the purpose of causing his death ; mutilation, either by mali- 
ciously cutting out or disabling the tongue, or by putting out 
one or both of the eyes, " so that the person is thereby made 
blind," or by emasculation; and blaspheming "the name of 
God the Father, Sox, or Holy Ghost, with direct, express 
presumption, and high-handed blasphemy,'' or cursing " in the 
like manner." f 

Other crimes were regarded with a sternness approaching 
almost to that which characterized the Draconian system. 
Manslaughter was punished by the forfeiture to the state of 
" all the goods and chattels" of the manslayer ; by whipping 
" on the naked body ;" by branding the hand " with the letter 
M on a hot iron ;" and by disabling the offender 44 from giving 
verdict or evidence" in any court in the state. Persons con- 
victed of the crime of incest were compelled to sit " upon the 
gallows the space of one hour, with a rope about their neck, 
and the other end cast over the gallows ; and in the way from 
thence to the common gaol," were to be " severely whipt, not 

* Sec "Sketches of the Live* nnd Judicial Services of the Chief Justices of the 
Supreme Court of the I'nited SUtea," by George Van Seutroord, p. '223. 

4 Act- and Uwa of Vt, 1779. pp. 1, 2, 5, 73, 74, 94. Slode'e Vt State Paper*. 

pp. 207 287. 2S*. 2!»1, 2!»2, T.54, 355. 375. 
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exceeding 1 thirty -nine stripes each." Other punishments for 
this offence were stated in these words : — " Persons so offend- 
ing, shall, forever after, wear a capital letter I, of two inches 
long and proportionate bigness, cat out in cloth of 21 contrary 
colour to their cloaths, and sewed upon their garments, on the 
outside of their arm, or on their hack, in open view. And if 
any pet-son or persons, convicted and sentenced as aforesaid, for 
such offence, shall, at any time, he found without their letter 
so worn, during their ahodc in this state, they shall, hy warrant 
from any one assistant or justice of the peace, he forthwith ap- 
prehended, and ordered to he puhlicly whipt, not exceeding fif- 
teen stripes, and from time to time, or as often as they shall so 
offend." Incestuous marriages were also declared void, and all 
children horn of such connection were " forever disahled to 
inherit hy descent, or hy heing generally named in any deed 
or will, hy father or mother." 

In the statute "against and for the punishment of adultery" 
the following language was held : — " "Whosoever shall commit 
adultery with a married woman, or one hetrothed to another 
man, both of them shall be severely punished by whipping on 
the naked body, not exceeding thirty-nine stripes, and stigma- 
tized, or burnt on the forehead with the letter A, on a hot iron ; 
and each of them shall wear the capital letter A, on the back 
of their outside garment, of a different color, in fair view, dur- 
ing their abode in this state. And as often as such convicted 
person shall be seen without such letter, and be thereof con- 
victed before an assistant or justice of the peace in this state, 
[he] shall be whipt on the naked body, not exceeding ten 
stripes." The same punishments were denounced against those 
who should be guilty of polygamy, and polygamous marriages 
were declared u null and void." At the session of the General 
Assembly in October, 1783, the statutes against adultery and 
polygamy were re-enacted in a more definite form, but with 
penalties attached similar to those above recited. 

House-breaking and highway robbery were punished with 
great, severity. " Whosoever shall commit burglary," these 
were the words of the statute, " hy breaking up any dwelling- 
house, or shop, wherein goods, wares, and merchandize are 
kept ; or shall rob any person in the field or highway — such 
person, so offending, shall, for the first offence, be branded on 
the forehead with the capital letter P>, on a hot iron, and shall 
have one of his ears nailed to a post and cut off ; and shall also 
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bo whipped m the naked body fifteen stripes. And for the 
second offence, such person shall he branded as aforesaid, and 
shall have his other ear nailed and cnt off as aforesaid, and 
shall he whipped on the naked hodv twenty-five stripes. And 
if such person shall commit the like offence a third time, lie 
shall he put to death as being incorrigible."* 

In the law " against counterfeiting hills of puhlic credit, 
coins, or currencies," the penalties denounced upon those guilty 
of this offence were expressed in these words: — "Every person 
or persons, so offending, shall he punished hy having his right 
ear cut off, and shall he hranded with the capital letter C, on a 
hot iron, and be committed to a work-house, there to he con- 
fined and kept to work, under the care of a master, and not to . 
depart therefrom, without special leave from the Assembly of 
this state, until the day of his death, under the penalty of being 
severely whipped by order of any court, assistant, or justice, 
and thereupon to be returned to his former confinement and 
labor." In addition to these punishments the estate of the 
offender was declared forfeited to the state. The law for pu- 
nishing those guilty of hindering any officer, "judicial or exe- 
cutive, civil or military," in the performance of his duty, has 
been previously recitcd.f By the law enacted for the purpose 
of " preventing and punishing riots and Hotel's," offenders were 
to be fined a sum not exceeding £200, and imprisoned for not 
more than six months, or whipped u not exceeding forty stripes." 
Perjury was punished by a fine of £50, and imprisonment for 
six months. The law further provided, in case the "offender 
or offenders, so offending, have not goods and chattels to the 
value of £50, that then he or they sliall he set in the pillory by 
the space of two hours, in some county town where the offence 
was committed, or next adjoining to the place where the offence 
was committed ; and to have both his ears nailed and cut off; 
and from thenceforth be discredited, and disabled forever to be 
sworn in any court whatsoever, until such time as the judg- 
ment shall be reversed. 

Any person guilty of forgery was compelled to stand in the 
pillory on " three several days of public meeting, not exceeding 

• Acta and Ij»ws of Vt, 1779, pp. 3-5, 84. 93. Slade's Vt State Papers, pp 
290, 291, :«6«, 374, 375. 473-475. 
t Ante, pp. 340. 341. 

X Act* aud Laws of Vt., 1779. pp. 18, 60, 61, 96. Slade's Vt State Papers, pp 
S00, 833. 34C-348, 377. 
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two hours each day ;" to pay double damages ; and was also 
rendered incapable of giving " any evidence or verdict in any 
court, or before any magistrate or justice of the peace." By 
the act " for the punishment of lying," it was declared " that 
every person of the age of discretion, which is accounted four- 
teen years, who shall wittingly and willingly make or publish 
any lie, which may be pernicious to the public weal, or tend 
to the damage or injury of any particular person, or to deceive 
and abuse the people with false news or reports, and be thereof 
duly convicted before any court, assistant, or justice of the 
peace, shall be fined for the first offence 40*., or if unable to 
pay the same, then such person shall sit in the stocks not ex- 
ceeding two hours." For the second offence, the delinquent 
was to bo fined " double the aforesaid sum," or to be " whip- 
ped on the naked body, not exceeding ten stripes." The third 
offence was to be punished by " double the fine for the second," 
or by " twenty stripes ;" and for each succeeding offence the 
fine was to be increased 10«., or five stripes. It was under- 
stood, however, that the number of stripes was in no case to 
exceed thirty-nine. 

Theft, provided the value of the property stolen was less than 
£6, was punished by compelling the offender to make restitu- 
tion to the owner in a threefold ratio, and by a discretionary 
fine, not to exceed £1Q. If the value of the property was £0 
or more, the thief, in addition to the triple forfeiture, was 
"punished by whipping, not exceeding thirty-nine stripes." 
For the purpose of meeting the contingency of poverty, it was 
further ordained : — " If any such offender be unable to make 
restitution, and pay such three-fold damages, such offender shall 
make satisfaction by service ; and the prosecutor shall be, and 
is hereby empowered to dispose of such offender in service, to 
any subject of this state, for such time as he shall be assigned to 
such prosecutor by the court, assistant, or justice, before whom 
the prosecution shall be." Cursing and profane swearing were 
puuished by a fine of 6s., or by sitting in the stocks " not exceed- 
ing three hours, and not le-ss than one hour," and paying the cost 
of prosecution. He who allowed gaming in any form on his 
premises, was punished by fine, as was also he who engaged in 
this unlawful sport, or in horse-racing * 

• Act* md Lam of Vt, 1779. pp. 85, 36, 44, 80, 88, 89, 92. SUde'i Vt SUte 
Paper*, pp. 324, 831, 361, 362, 369. 370. 373. 
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For the purpose of preventing " unseasonable night-walking, 
and for the punishing of disorders committed in the night sea- 
son," a statute was enacted, by the terms of which it was 
declared, " that if any persons that are under the government 
of parents, guardians, or masters; or any boarders or sojourn- 
ers, shall convene, or meet together, or be entertained in any 
house, without the consent or approbation of their parents, 
guardians, or masters, after nine o'clock at night, any longer 
than to discharge the business they are sent about ; or shall 
meet together, and associate themselves in company or com- 
panies, in streets or elsewhere after the time aforesaid, and shall 
commit any disorder, or make any rout at any time in tho 
night season — each person so offending shall forfeit 20*. for 
every such offence." It was also provided by this act, that 
if any person suspected of being engaged in causing disturb- 
ance at night, should not be able to give " a satisfactory 
account" of himself at the time the disturbance occurred, and 
prove that ho " had no hand " in it, he should be liable for all 
damage arising therefrom. 

Power was given to the county courts to license suitable per- 
sons to keep houses of public entertainment. At the same time, 
means were taken to prevent the abuses which might arise from 
the indiscriminate sale of intoxicating liquors. Whenever it 
should appear to the officers of a town that any person residing 
within the town was " a tavern-haunter," or that he spent " his 
time idly" at houses of entertainment, they were authorized 
" to cause the name of such tavern-haunter to be posted at the 
door of every tavern in the same town, by setting up a certifi- 
cate, under their hands, forbidding every tavern-keeper in such 
town," under penalty of a fine of £3, and forfeiture of his license- 
bond, to entertain, or suffer any tavern-haunter so posted, " to 
have or drink any strong liquors of any kind whatsoever, in or 
about his house," until the prohibition should be removed. In 
case the person warned in the manner aforesaid, should refuse 
to lay aside his " evil practises," authority was given to the town 
officers to require surety for his good behavior. Should the 
offender fail to find surety, he was required "to pay a fine of 
20*. or sit in the stocks for the space of two hours, on some pub- 
lic time or season." 

None except licensed keepers of houses of public entertain- 
ment were allowed to vend liquors by a less quantity than a 
quart." Any person "duly convicted of keeping a tippling 
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house, or of selling strong beer, ale, cider, perry, methcglin, 
wine, rum, or mixed drink, or any strong drink whatsoever, by 
retail in small quantities, as aforesaid, without license first had 
as aforesaid," was rendered liable to a fine of £3 for the first 
offence, of £Q for the second offence, and in default of payment 
in either case, " to be publicly whipped on the naked body not 
less than ten, nor exceeding fifteen stripes."* 

Iiy the statute for 44 the punishment of drunkenness," it was 
enacted that if any person should " be found drunken," so as to 
" he thereby bereaved and disabled in the use of reason and 
understanding, appearing either in speech, gesture, or behavior, 
and he thereof convicted, he or she" should forfeit to the trea- 
surer of the town where the offence was committed, "tor the 
use of the poor therein," Ss. for each offence, or " sit in the 
stocks not to exceed three hours, nor less than one hour."f 

In no instance, perhaps, was the influence of " the Connecti- 
cut lawbook" more apparent, than in the act " for the due 
observation and keeping the first day of the week, as the Sab- 
bath or Lord's day ; and for punishing disorders and profane- 
ness on the same." By its regulations no person was allowed 
to perform any labor, " works of necessity and mercy, only, 
excepted," or engage in " any game, sport, play, or recreation " 
on Sunday, or on any day of public fasting or thanksgiving, 
under a penalty not exceeding £10. Whoever should be guilty 
of " any rude, profane, or unlawful behaviour on the Lord's 
day, either in words or actions, by clamorous discourse, or by 
shouting, halooing, screaming, running, riding, dancing, jump- 
ing, blowing of bonis, or any such like rude or unlawful words 
or actions, in any house or place, so near to, or in, any public 
meeting-house tor divine worship, that those who meet there 
may be disturbed by such rude and profane behaviour," was to 
be fined 40*. for every such offence, and "whipped on the 
naked back, not exceeding ten stripes, nor let* than five." Xo 
person was allowed to " drive a team, or droves of any kind, or 
travel on said day," except on business relating to " the present 

• By an act of the General Assembly passed on the 21st of October, 1782. this 
act wat amended, and none but lieen&ed tnvern-keej>crB, and person* especially 
licenced by the justice* and selectmen, in each town, were permitted " to sell any 
distilled lienor or wine, in any le«s ipiantity than fifUm gallon*, delivered at.d 
carried away nt one time, on penalty of forfeiting the sum of £\i\." See ante. pp. 
|S». 1 •.»«>. 

•f Act* and Uws of Vt.. I77l>. pp I t, 77, s'.'-;cj. sla-leV Vt. >fate Taper*, pp. 
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war," or unless u by some adversity" lie had been belated, 
" and forced to lodge in the woods, wilderness, or highways the 
night before." In the latter case he was allowed to proceed on 
Sunday no further than to " the next inn or place of shelter." 

No person was allowed to be accompanied by an attendant 
on Sunday, while going to or returning from " the public wor- 
ship of God," unless necessity or mercy required it. Listening 
'* outside of the meeting-house during the time of public wor- 
ship ;" unnecessarily withdrawing one's self from " the public 
worship to go without doors ;" and desecration of the time " by 
playing or profanely talking" were also strictly forbidden. 
The old New England custom, according to which Sunday was 
regarded as beginning at sunset on Saturday, not only obtained 
in Vermont but was in a measure defended by law. " If any 
number of persons," theee were the words of the statute, "shall 
convene and meet together in company or companies, in the 
street or elsewhere, on the evening next before or after the 
Lord's day, and be thereof convicted, [they] shall pay a fine 
not exceeding £3, or sit in the stocks not exceeding two hours." 
To this section a proviso was attached declaring that it was not 
to be " taken or construed to hinder the meetings of such per- 
sons njKin any religious occasions." The officers of each town 
were required to " restrain all persons from unnecessary walk- 
ing in the streets or fields, swimming in the water, keeping 
open their shops, or following their secular occasions or recrea- 
tions in the evening preceding the Lord's day, or on 6aid day, 
or evening following." A. wholesome dread of disobeying any 
of the regulations enjoined by this act was inculcated by the 
denunciation of penalties of various kinds against Sabbath- 
breakers* 

For facilitating the infliction of punishment, every town was 
ordered to " make and maintain at its own charge, a good pair 
of stocks, with a lock and key, sufficient to hold and secure 
such offenders as shall be sentenced to sit therein ; which stocks 
shall be set in the most public place in each respective town." 
In accordance with the principles of philanthropy and Christian 
charity, measures were taken for " maintaining and supporting 
the poor," and many laws having for their object the welfare 
and improvement of society were enacted. 

- Acta and Laws of Vt, 1779, pp. 26. 27. SUde'e Vt State Papers, pp. 818- 
315. 
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All male persons between the ages of sixteen and fifty were 
required to " bear arms, and duly attend all musters and mili- 
tary exercises" of the companies to which they belonged, with 
the exception of ** ministers of the gospel ; councillors.; justices 
of the peace ; the secretary [of state] ; judges of probate and 
of superior and inferior courts ; the president, tutors, and stu- 
dents at collegiate schools ; masters of arts ; allowed physicians 
and surgeons; representatives or deputies for the time being ; 
school-masters ; attornics-at-law ; one miller to each grist-mill ; 
sheriffs and constables for the time being; constant jurymen; 
tanners, who make it their constant business ; and lamed per- 
sons or others disabled in body." Each soldier and house- 
holder was required to be always provided with, and to have 
in constant readiness, " a well fixed firelock, the barrel not lees 
than three feet and a half long, or other good fire-arms, to tho 
satisfaction of the commissioned officers of the company to 
which he doth belong, or in the limits of which he dwells; a 
good sword, cutlass, tomahawk, or bayonet ; a worm and prim- 
ing-wire fit for each gun ; a cartouch-box or powder-horn, and 
bullet-pouch ; one pound of good powder ; four pounds of bul- 
lets fit for his gun ; and six good flints." Full details of the 
rules by which the militia of the state were to be guided were 
also set forth, and provision was made for the varied difficulties 
which might arise in the construction of a military organization. 

For the purpose of insuring a proper presentation of the 
principles of law and justice, and in order to prevent ignorant 
and unscrupulous men from practising in the courts, every 
person approved of as an attorney-at-law was required, before 
being admitted to the bar, to take the following oath : — " You 
swear by the ever-living God, that you will do no falsehood, 
nor consent to any to be done in the court ; and if yon know of 
any to be done, you shall give knowledge thereof to the judges 
or justices of the court, or some of them, that it may be re- 
formed. You shall not, wittingly, and willingly, or knowingly 
promote, sue, or procure to be sued, any false or unlawful suit, 
nor give aid or consent to the same. You shall demean your- 
self in the office of an attorney within the court, according to 
the best of your learning and discretion, and with all good 
fidelity, as well to the court as to the client. So help you God."* 

♦ Acta and Laws of Vt., 1779. pp. 18- >4, 43, 78, 97. 98. Slade n Vt Stat* Pa- 
per-, pp .-.(W-312, 330, 331, XA9. 80<\ T78. 879. 
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The statutes enacted in February, 1770, some of the most 
remarkable of which have been cited, served as the basis of 
the system of law which for many years obtained in Vermont. 
At tlie session of the General Assembly, held in June, 17<S2, 
the common and statute laws of Kngland, so far as they were 
applicable to a republican form of government, and were " not 
repugnant to the constitution, or to any act of the Legislature " 
of Vermont, were adopted as the laws of the state. Corporal 
punishment, though at first much employed as a means of refor- 
mation, gradually fell into disuse, as moral suasion usurped the 
place of brute force, and finally ceased to be recognized as a 
lawful penalty* Instances of the infliction of this and of other 
degrading punishments arc often met with in the records of 
Vermont trials. 

At the session of the Superior court, held at Windsor, in 
February, 17S+, Abraham Taylor, who pleaded guilty to the 
commission of a crime too indecent to name, received this sen- 
tence : — "'That he be taken by the sheriff" to the whipping-post, 
and be whipped on the naked body thirty-nine stripes; sit in 
the pillory half an hour on two different days, viz. half an hour 
on each day ; be imprisoned one month ; pay a fine of .fci'O 
and cost of prosecution ; and stand committed till judgment be 
complied with.'' Martha Mansfield having been adjudged 
guilty of a certain offence, at the session of the Superior court, 
held at Marlborough on the fifth Tuesday of August, 1780, was 
sentenced to be taken to the public whipping post in that town ; 
whipped twenty stripes on the naked body ; pay the costs of 
prosecution ; and be imprisoned until judgment was complied 
with. At the same time Mary Uazeltine and Timothy IIol- 
brook were sentenced to receive twenty -five stripes each, and 
Thoimis Walker thirty stripes. On the first Tuesday of March, 
1780, a session of the Superior court was held at Newfaue. 
On this occasion the guilt of Ezra Whitney in some transaction 
having been proved, he was sentenced to stand in the pillory 
one hour, between the horn's of twelve and two, at Xevvfane in 
the county of Windham, on the 0th day of instant March, in a 
public place near the Court house ; pay a fine of .£'30 to the 
treasury of the state; and pay costs of prosecution, taxed at 

■ The effort* of the fir>t Council of Orison?, at (heir meetings hell during the 
yearn ITS.", and 17stl, were very beneficial in renderm? the character of the 
punishment for minor offences lo** brutal, and in introducing u more huninne 
spirit into the criminal cole of the ntnte. 
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£10 13.v. 8r/." The trial of "Reuben Row, alias Munroc, by the 
Supreme court, at their session held at Ncwfano on the 4th of 
September, 1789, on the charge "of passing to John Ilolbrook 
Jr. one piece of false money, made of certain mixed and base 
metals, counterfeited to the likeness and similitude of a piece 
of good, lawful, and current coin of this state, called a dollar,'' 
resulted in his conviction. The sentence of the court was car- 
ried into execution by Samuel Fletcher, the sheriff, who admi- 
nistered to the culprit " twenty stripes on his naked back, well 
laid on, at the common whipping-post in said Newfanc, between 
the hours of two and four in the afternoon" of the day on 
which the judgment was rendered. It further appears, by the 
records of the court, that on the morning of the same day, 
"How alias Munroo" was punished by being compelled to 
stand " in the common pillory " of Windham county " for the 
space of one hour."* 

In a country or state where no very definite ideas either of 
law or of the principles of right are held by the people, customs 
sometimes prevail, which, though strange and unnatural, are 
often observed with the most scrupulous care. Of those which 
obtained among the early settlers of Vermont, springing from a 
perversion of legal maxims, two examples have been preserved. 
On the lo'th of June, 1785, the General Assembly of Vermont 
passed an act discharging from imprisonment, on certain condi- 
tions, Thomas Chandler of Chester, one of the early settlers on 
the New Hampshire Grants. On the 20th of the same month, 
before he was enabled to comply with the terms of the act, 
Chandler died in the jail at Westminster, where, during seve- 
ral months, he had been confined for debt. According to the 
ideas of that period, if the friends of a person dying in prison 
carried his remains beyond the boundaries of the jail-yard they 
were regarded as accomplices in an " escape," and were sup- 
posed to be liable to satisfy the judgment by virtue of which 
he was confined. Another foolish notion led people to ima 
gine, that any one who should bury the body of an imprisoned 
debtor would thereby become executor in bis own wrong, and. 
as an iutcrmcddlcr with the estate of the debtor, liable to dis 
charge the debtor's obligations. How to give Christian burial 
to the remains of Judge Chandler, and yet avoid the responsi 
bility of answering for his defaults, was a serious question. 



• MS. Court Reconk SladoV Yt. Slat* Taper*, p. 450. 
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For several days the corpse remained in the cell of the jail, 
shunned by those whose common sense, one would suppose, 
should have taught them the folly of a custom which forbade 
them to perform an act of humanity as imperative and solemn 
as is that of inhumation. At length, when the body had be- 
come so offensive as to endanger the health of the prisoners 
confined in the jail, Nathan Fisk, the jailer, suggested an expe- 
dient which was quickly put in practice. On measuring the 
jail liberties, he found, that by stretching the chain, he could 
include within them a small portion of the adjoining burying- 
ground. A grave was then commenced just outside the grave- 
yard fence, and just within the jail-yard limits. As the exca- 
vation advanced, it was directed obliquely under the fence, 
until a sufficient depth and obliquity had been obtained. These 
preparations having been completed, the jailer in company 
with a few individuals entered, in the silence of midnight, the 
cell where the putrescent mass was lying, placed it in a rough, 
box-like coffin, drew it on the ground to the spot selected for in- 
terment, and consigned to its last resting-place all that remained 
of the ouce noted Chandler. Thus was he buried within the jail 
limits, and yet, by a very pardonable evasion of law, beneath 
the consecrated soil of 44 the old Westminster churchyard."* 

By another strange perversion of legal principles, at this 

• This story is related, in a different form, by the Hon. Daniel P. Thompson, 
in th«t most entertaining American historical novel, entitled "The Rangers; or, 
The Tory's Daughter," L 9'J. 

The author of this work has often heard the circumstances connected frith the 
burial of Judge Chandler detailed l»y the old people who reside in the vicinity 
of the place where the event occurred. An account of the incident was pub- 
lished on the 9th of February. 1855, in the Vermont Republican, a newHpaper 
printed at Brattleborough. The article in which it appeared, entitled " More 
about Westminster," was first printed in another Vermont newspaper, the Ver- 
genncs Independent The writer of the article illustrated the superstitious views 
of the early settlers of Vermont by a more singular but less credible story, which is 
here given in his own words: — " There once obtained a custom, whether warranted 
by law this deponent saith not of holding even the dead body of a debtor liable 
to arrest It is said that a case occurred in the town of Dummerston, within the 
memory of some now living, where a dead body was arrested on its way to the 
grave, ami detained till some of the friends 'backed the writ,' and thus became 
surety for the debtor's appearance at court As the return day of the writ was 
sonic lime off, the defendant was in no condition to appear, and consequently 
' lurched his bail.' I must confess this sounds rather apocryphal. The case of 
poor Sheridan, who was arrested while in the agonies of death, is familiar to 
every literary man, hut the arrest of a corj>se seems too monstrous to be be- 
lieved. Such an event if it has occurred, would well deserve to bo called no 
arrest on mean (mesne) process." 
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early period, certain people were led to believe, that whoever 
should marry a widow, who was administratrix upon tlie estate 
of her deceased husband, and should through her come in pos- 
session of anything that had been purchased by the deceased 
husband, would become administrator in his own wrong, and 
render himself liable to answer for the goods and estate of his 
predecessor. The method adopted to avoid this difficulty, in 
the marriage of Asa Averill of Westminster to his second 
wife, the widow of Major Peter Lovejoy, was very singular. 
By the side of the chimney in the widow's house was a recess 
of considerable size. Across this a blanket was stretched in 
sucli a manner as to form a small inclosure. Into this Mrs. 
Lovejoy passed with her attendants, who completely disrobed 
her, and threw her clothes into the room. She then thrust her 
hand tlirough a small aperture purposely made in the blanket. 
The proffered member was clasped by Mr. Averill, and in this 
position he was married to the nude widow on the other side 
of the woollen curtain. lie then produced a complete assort- 
ment of wedding attire which was slipped into the recess. The 
new Mrs. Averill soon after appeared in full dress, ready to 
receive the congratulations of the company, and join in their 
hearty rustic festivities. The marriage proved a happy one, 
their children by their former partners hiving in great har- 
mony, not only with each other but with those also who were 
afterwards born to the new pair.* 

Of the aboriginal inhabitants of that part of Vermont which 
borders the banks of the Connecticut, very little is known. The 
Iroquois Indians, whose hunting-ground comprehended the 
whole of the western portion of the state, seldom extended 
their wanderings across the mountains, and have left but few 
vestiges of their presence, even in the places which were most 
frequented by them. Tlie country in the neighborhood of Ln- 
nenburgh and Newbury, and on the side of the river opposite 
to the latter place, was called by the Indians, " Coos,*' which 
word, in the Abenaqui language, is said to signify "The 
Pines." At these localities, and at other points on the upper 
Connecticut, formerly resided a branch of the Abenaqui tribe. 
On the iSth of May, 1725, occurred a memorable light at the 
lower village of Pigwacket, New Hampshire, which resulted 



• Ma Letter of the Hon. William C. Bradley, dated March 16th, 1S37 
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in tlie defeat, by Capt. John Lovewell and thirty-four men, of 
a large Indian force, commanded by the chiefs* J'augus and 
"Wahwa. After this event the " Ooossucks," as the Indians 
were called who inhabited the Coos country, deserted their 
abodes, and removing to Canada became identified there with 
the tribe at St. Francis. Subsequent to the reduction of Ca- 
nada by the English, in 1700, several Indian families returned 
to Coos, and remained there until they became extinct.* 

The extent of the Indian settlements at Newbury has never 
been fully ascertained. The character of the country was such 
as would naturally suit the taste of those who depended upon 
hunting and fishing for support, for the woods were tilled with 
bears, moose, deer, and game, while the Connecticut abounded 
in salmon, and the brooks were alive with trout. Of the evi- 
dences of savage life which have been found in this vicinity, 
the following account by a citizenf of Newbury may be relied 
on as correct. " On the high ground, east of the mouth of 
Cow Meadow brook, and south of the three large projecting 
rocks, were found many indications of an old and extensive 
Indian settlement. There were many domestic implements. 
Among the rest were a stone mortar and pestle. The pestle I 
have seen. Heads of arrows, large quantities of ashes, and the 
ground burnt over to a great extent, are some of the marks of 
a long residence there. The burnt ground and ashes were still 
visible the last time the place was ploughed. On the meadow, 
forty or fifty rods below, near the rocks in the river, was evi- 
dently a burving-ground. The remains of many of the sons of 
the forest are there deposited. Bones have frequently been 
turned up by the plough. That they were buried in the sitting 
posture, peculiar to the Indians, lias beeu ascertained. When 
the first settlers came here, the remains of a fort were still visi- 
ble on the Ox P>ow, a dozen or twenty rods from the cast end 
of Moses Johnson's lower garden, on the south side of the lane. 
The size of the fort was plain to be seen. Trees about as largo 
as a man's thigh, were growing in the circumference of the old 

• An account of a few of the Indians who inhabited the Cpos country, daring 
the latter part of the last uml the earlier portion of the present eentury, is given 
in the " Historical >ketelie* of the Coo« country ' by the licv. Grant Power*, pjv 
17s 1 SO. Consult also Thompson'* Vermont. Part II.. pp. 20."), 206. 

f David Johnson. Esq., a son of the worthy Col. Thomas Johnson, whose nine 
has already appeared in these paire.s. The extract given in the text ia Ukeii 
from Powers'* Coon Country, pp. 3i», 40. 
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fort. A profusion of white flint-stones and heads of arrows 
may yet be seen scattered over the ground."* 

The picture writing of the Indians, which is to he seen in 
two localities in Eastern Vermont, affords satisfactory evidence 
of the fact, that certain tribes were accustomed to frequent the 
Connecticut and the streams connected with it, even though 
they were not actual residents of the pleasant banks within 
which those waters are confined. At the foot of Bellows Fulls, 
ami on the west side of the channel of the Connecticut, are 
situated two rocks, on which are inscribed figures, the meaning 
of which it is difficult 
to determine. The lar- 
ger rock presents a 
group of variously or- 
namented heads. The 
surface which these 
heads occupy is about 
six feet in height and 
fifteen feet in breadth. 
Prominent among the 
rest is the figure occu- 
pying nearly a central position in the group. From its head, 
which is supported by a neck and shoulders, six rays or feathers 
extend, which may be regarded as emblems of excellence or 
power. Four of the other heads are adorned each with a pair 
of similar projections. 
On a separate rock, 
situated a short dis- 
tance from the main 
group, a single head 
is sculptured, which is 
finished with rays or 
fe&there, and was pro- 
bably intended to de- 
signate an Indian 
chief. The length of 
the head, exclusive of the rays, is fourteen inches, and its 
breadth across the forthead in its widest part is ten inches. 
These sculpturing* seem to have been intended to commemo- 
rate some event in which a chief and a number of his 
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• Thie nccount wm published in the year 1840. 
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tribe pel formed some noted exploit, or met with some sad 
disaster. The former supposition is undoubtedly the more cor- 
rect. It is well known that the Indians were usually careful to 
conceal the traces of their misfortunes, and eager to publish 
the evidence of their successes. 

The rocks are situated about eight rods south of the bridge 
for common travel, across the Falls. That on which the group 
is pictured is, during much of the time, under water. The 
other, which is further from the river, is not so much affected 
by the wash of the stream. "Whenever a freshet occurs, both 

are covered. An 



idea of the locali- 
ty of these seulp- 
turings may be 
obtained from the 
ft C com puny ing 
engraving. The 
view presented is 
from a point be- 
tween the two not- 
ed rocks, which 
are respectively 

designated by the 
letters A and B. 
A train on the 
Sullivan Railroad 



is seen passing up 
on the other side 
of the river. In 
the back-ground rise the mountains of New Hampshire.* 
On the south bank of the Wantastiquet or West river, in the 




• In his "Travel* through the Northern Pnrta of the United Stat.*, in the 
Years 180" and lHOS," Kdward Augustus Kendall, F*q.. referred to the sculpture* 
«t Bellows Falls, and endeavored by them to prove that the characters on the 
rock at Dighton, Ml— ohwftl (or " the Writing Hock on Taunton River," as he 
designated it), were inscribe! hy the Indians A few extract* from his work will 
show the pompous style in which he treated the subject. After describing Bel- 
low* Falls, then often called the Great Falls, he proceeded to his argument, in these 
words : — 

" The entire basin of the cataract is of coar*e granite, fractured into large masses. 
On the smooth and inclined face of one of the»e masse*, situate on the south side 
of the bridge, and on the wc-t -ide of the river, are the sculpture*. These have 
• comparative insignificance when plated beanie the Writing Bock on Taunton 
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town of Brattleboro^gh, is situated the "Indian Rock." Its 
location is about one hundred rods west of the point of junction 
of the Wantastiquet and Connecticut rivers. It lies low, and 

River. They consist in outlines of a variety of head*, some of which are human, 
ami eotne belonging to animals. Unlike the sculptures of the Writing Rock, they 
arc parts of uo connected work, but are scattered OTer the face of the rock, in the 
most even and eligible places. 

" Ii is to these sculptures, then, that I appeal, as to conclusive evidence of the 
Indian origin of the Writing Rock. They are too rude, too insignificant, and too 
evidently without depth of meaning to be attributed to Phoenicians or Cartha- 
ginians. No person will carry European vanity so far as to contend that there is 
anything here above the level of the Indian genius. But, if Indians were the 
authors of these sculptures, then Indians were the authors of the Writing Rock 
also. The style of the drawing is the same ; the style of sculpture is the same ; 
and it is for this reason that I add nothing now, to what I have already ad- 
vanced, in regard to these particulars. All that require* any special notice is 
thin, that the rock at the Great Falls, which is of an exceedingly coarse granite, 
must have been wrought with still more difficulty than the rock on Taunton 

River These sculptures, so obviously the work of idle hours, and for the 

accomplishment of which the rudest artist, once provided with a tool, must bo 
allowed to be competent, supply ua with the fact, that the Indian* were able to 
sculpture rocks, and that when they did sculpture them, the sculpture resembled 
the sculpture of the Writing Rock. 

" In more than one of the heads sculptured at the Great Falls, we see an exnet 
similitude to the heads sculptured on the Writing Rock, and particularly in the 
circumstances, that a single dot or hollow is made to serve both for nose and 
mouth ; that no ears are given to the human heads ; and that the crowns of the 

heads are bare Thus, we ascertain that in the sculptures observed upon 

the Writing Rock, there is the strictest similitude, in workmanship and drawing, 

to those observed upon the rocks at the Great Falls Thus, all questions 

are answered, except those that regard the nature of the tool by the edge of whieh 
the rocks have been wrought upon, and the occasions upon which the figures 
have been wrought 

" With respect to the nature of the tool, every difficulty would bo dismissed by 
supposing that the sculptures were not wrought till after the introduction of iron 
by the Europeans: but, there appears to be good reason for thinking them more 
ancient, and we shall, therefore, in all probability, be compelled to believe, that 
the tool was of no better material than stone. 

" One only question remains, upon which I shall venture to hazard any remark, 
and this respects the occasions upon whieh rocks have been sculptured by the 
Indiana 

" In the first place, it is matter of notoriety that the Indians have always pur- 
sued the practice of representing, by delineation, carving, and, as we are now 
entitled to add, by sculpture, those objects and those events concerning which 
they either wished to make some instant communication, or to preserve some 

durable monument In the second place, there can be little reason to 

doubt, that they sometimes exercised their skill, in all the arts now mentioned, 
for the mere purposes of pastime ; and, in this view, it appear* unnecessary to 
admit the doctrine, advanced by some persons In the neighborhood of the Great 
Falls, in regard to the pculpturt-tt there displayed, namely, that the heads wrought 
upon the rocks arc the heads of men, women, children, and animals that hava 
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during a part of the year is covered with water, or with sand 
and dirt, the deposit of the river. Ou first examining this 

rock, the fig- 
ures on the up- 
per part of it 
were alone visi- 
ble. Just lie- 
tow them, the 
rock was cover- 
ed with earth 
to the depth of 
six inches. The 
earth was re- 
moved, until a 
surface measur- 
ing ten feet in 

width, and eight feet in height, was exposed. At the point 
where the workmen ceased digging, the rock was covered with 
three feet of earth. The whole surface of the rock, was, upon 
closer scrutiny, found to be covered with inscriptions. Among 
these the date 1755 was to be distinguished. The two figures 
in the upper corner of the engraving, and on a line with one 
another, are each about eight inches in height, and six inches 
across, measuring from the extremities of the lateral append- 
ages. Of the ten figures here presented, six are supposed" to 
designate birds, two bear a resemblance to snakes, one is not 
unlike a dog or a wolf, and one conveys no idea either of bird, 
beast, or reptile. The chiselling of these sculptures is deeper 
and more easily traced than that of the sculptures at Bellows 

been drowned in the eatnmct — the Imlinng being used to commemorate by seul|>- 
tures particular catastrophes of this kind. We may object to this, first, thut there 
is no reason to believe in the occurrence of so many fatal neeMeiiU at thin spat* 
as the number of head* must in Mich case attest; secondly, thnt the sculptures on 
these rocks are dis|wwed with no solemnity or order, but are scattered in the most 
careless manner ; and, thirdly, that it i.« highly probable thnt they were the work 
of Mle hours spent among these rocks, at a place so favourable for fishing as the 
foot of a cataract, ami therefore so much a place of resort. 

" In this view, the sculptured rocks nt the (.rent Falls will be a monument only 
of this, the ancient existence of a neighbouring imputation, nnd the ancient fi-h 
eries pursued here; while the Writing Rock, also found in a situation favourable 
for fishing, will be regarded, from the variety which it contains, and the appa- 
rent combinations and relations i.f |>arts which it betrays, as an elaborate monu- 
ment of some transaction of which no other trace remains to elucidnte this imper 
feet icono2r,iphy "-iii, '-'<'5, 207, 2<MM2in. 
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Falls. Ieonographic skill may detect the meaning of these 
configurations. The impression, which one unused to the 
study of hieroglyphics receives from an examination of them, 
is that they are the work of the Indians, and that they were 
carved by them merely for amusement, while watching at this 
Bpot for game, or while resting after the toils of the chase.* 
Such are the most important memorials of the Indians which 

• " On West River, a little above its month, ire a few Indian sculpture*, the 
last that I shall have to introduce to the reader"* notice. ' A number of figures 
or inscriptions are ret to be seen upon the rocks at the month of this river, seem- 
ing to allude to the affairs of war among the Indians ; but their rudeness* and 
awkwarduess denote that the formers of them were at a great remove from the 
knowledge of any alphabet' By this account, written by a native topographer, 
and derived from a History of Vermont, my curiosity was long raised ; but, upon 
visiting the rock intended to be referred to, I found only the most insignificant 
of all the Indian sculptures that I hod met with. The historian, Dr. Williams, 
with whom I had afterwards the pleasure of conversing, and whose book disco- 
vers a spirit of inquiry, and contains mnny original views, informed me, that as 
to the sculptures on West River, he had rashly relied on the observations of other 
eyes than his own. 

" Tin-so sculptures comprise only five figures of a diminutive sixe, and scratched, 
rather than sculptured, on the surface of a small mass of schistic rock, situate on 
the side of a cove in a meadow, above the mouth of the river. Of the five figure* 
four represent birds, and one is either that of a dog or of a wolf I was informed 
that on a lower part of the rock adjacent, there wns a sculptured snake, so exqui- 
sitely wrought tu to have terrified, by it* resemblance to nature, an honest coun- 
tryman of the neighbourhood. The water, however, was at this time low, and 
neither myself, nor the gentlemnn who did me the favour to accompany me, wns 
able to discover any snake ; and, on closer inquiry, no sort of foundation could 
bo found oven for the story itself. 

"The West River rock afford* us, therefore, nothing, or next to nothing, in any 
view save one ; and this is, the example o( a disposition in the Indians to sculp- 
ture rocks, and to sculpture them even for amusement The cove, which, it may 
be believed, was anciently overrun with wild rice (zizania aquatica\ has always 
been a celebrated resort of wild ducks. It is nt this day a favourite place for 
shooting them; and we may believe that the Indians were accustomed to spend 
many hours here watching either for water-fowl or for fish. Hence, the sculp- 
tore-, both at the Great Falls and on West River, are to be attributed to the 
whim of vacant moments."— Kendall's Travels, iii. 21V, 2 20, 221. 

In the work from which the above extracts arc taken, Mr. Kendall gives a 
very particular description of certain figures, said to be cut by the Indians on the 
trunk of a pine tree in Weathersfield. These carvings, according to Mr. Kendall, 
were designed to commemorate the birth of a child, whose mother was taken 
prisoner at the bnrning of Deerfield in the year 1704. The foundation of this 
incorrect statement is, doubtless, the stones still standing on the north bank of 
Knnpp'a brook, in the town of Reading, which were erected to commemorate the 
birth of Captive Johnson, which event took place on the 31st of August, 17;VI. 
All inquiries concerning this monumental tree have proved fruitless. The oldest 
inhabitant* of Weathersfield have never known of it* existence. It is probahle, 
therefore, that Mr. Kendall's accurate description of the appearance and form of 
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are to be found in Eastern Vermont. Regarded as specimens 
ot' the rude and uncultivated attempts of a now decaying race 
to express their ideas, however unimportant those ideaa may 
have been, they cannot but be viewed with mingled emotions 
of curiosity and respect. 

the earrings with which he has adorned it, was due either to an imposition prac- 
tised upon him, or to his fondness for mythical conceptions. — Kendall's Travels, 
iii. 207-210, 212. Also on/*, pp. 05, 66. 
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The brothers Bradlcv, six or seven in number, came to tins 
country from England about the year 1050, having previously 
served among Cromwell's Ironsides, in which corps William 

3> 
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Bradley, the first settler of North Haven, Connecticut, and one 
of the brothers, was an officer.* Stephen Bradley, another of 
the brothers, became a resident of New Haven, where he labored 
at his calling, which was that of a silversmith. On the beha- 
vior of the Protector's troops when disbanded, Macaulay has 
passed the highest encomium. " Fifty thousand men, accustome<l 
to the profession of arms, were at once thrown on the world: 
and experience seemed to warrant the belief that this change 
would produce much misery and crime, that the discharged 
veterans would be seen begging in every street, or that they 
would be driven by hunger to pillage. But no such result fol- 
lowed. In a few months there remained not a trace indicating 
that the most formidable army in the world had just been 
absorbed into the mass of the communitv. The Rovalists them- 
selves confessed that, in every department of honest industry, 
the discarded warriors prospered beyond other men, that none 
was charged with any theft or robbery, that none was heard to 
ask an alms, and that, if a baker, a mason, or a waggoner attract- 
ed notice by his diligence and sobriety, he was in all probability 
one of Oliver's old soldiers." Wholly consonant with this de- 
scription of the scarred and war-worn veterans of the Protectorate 
was the conduct of the Bradleys. 

Moses Bradley of Cheshire, Connecticut, the second son of 
Stephen, married Mary Row, only daughter and heiress of 
Daniel Bow of Mount Carinel, now Ilamden. Their son, 
Stephen Bow Bradley ,f the subject of this notice, was horn in 
that part, of AVallingford which is now comprised in the town 
of Cheshire, on the 20th of February, 1754. Having entered 
Yale College, he was graduated at that institution a Bachelor 
of Arts on the 25th of July, 1 775. Threo years later, on the l»th 
of September, 1778, he received from his Alma Mater the 
degree of M. A. Of his early tastes, some idea may be formed 
from the fact, that, while a student in college, he prepared an 
almanac for the year 1775, an edition of which, numbering two 

• " The firm settler in North Hnven ap|iearst<> have boon William Bradley, who 
hnd be*>n nn officer in Cromwell'* army. He lived here soon after the year 16."i«>, 
on the la-id belonging l<> Governor Knton, who owned a largo tract on the west 
nidi' »>f the [ Wulliugford or Quinnipirto] river." — Barber's Conn. lli*t. Coll., p. 24 1. 

f Whenever Mr. Bradley wrote hU name at full length, which was but seldom, 
he, until pa*t middle life, put it down "Stephen Bow Bradley." It was so spelt 
in the record of his 1>n;>tisin in Wallingfnrd. and aho on the title-page of an alma- 
nac which he published in 17 IS. " Howe " and "Roe" nre the other forma in 
which the middle name sometime* appear*. 
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thousand copies, was published by Ebenezor "Watson of Hartford, 
printer, on tlio 1st of November, 1774. 

Soon after graduating he entered the American service, and 
as early jls the 4th of January, 177o', was captain of a company 
called the "Cheshire Volunteers." During that month he was 
ordered to march his men to New York, and his pay rolls, which 
were presented to Congress on the 2Gth of June, 1770, show- 
that he and his company were employed in the continental ser- 
vice from January 25th to February 25th of that vear. It 
would appear that he soon after relinquished the captaincy of 
this company. On the 17th of December, 1776, with the rank 
of adjutant, he was appointed to the stations of vendue master 
and quarter master. He afterwards served as aid-de-camp to 
General David "Wooster, and was engaged in that capacity 
w hen that noble officer fell mortally wounded on the 27th of 
April, 1777, during the attack on Danbury. In 177S Bradley 
wa* employed as a commissary, and during the summer of 177!> 
served as a major at New Haven. The time which he could 
spare from military avocations was occupied in more peaceful 
pursuits. It appears from a letter written by Richard Sill, 
dated January 27th, 177$, that Bradley was at that time teach- 
ing a school at Cheshire. His law studies, in the meantime, 
w ere directed by Tapping Reeve, afterw ards the founder of the 
Litchfield law school. The precise date of his removal to Ver- 
mont is not known. It is probable that even after his removal 
he not unfrcquently visited Connecticut, until he resigned his 
place in the militia of that state. 

His first appearance in public, in Vermont, was at an ad- 
journed session of the Superior court, held at Westminster on the 
2»5th of May, 1771*. On this occasion he was commissioned as an 
attorney-at-law, and received a license to plead at the bar within 
that "independent" state. At the same time he was appoint- 
ed clerk of the court. His knowledge of the law and the ability 
w hich he displayed in the practice of his profusion, raised him 
at once to a high position in the estimation of the community. 
On the l«5th of June, 17S0, he was made date's attorney for the 
county of Cumberland. At this period the controversy respect 
ing the title of the New Hampshire Grants was attracting the 
attention, not only of the states which laid claim to that district, 
but of Congress. " Having popular manners and a keen in- 
sight into society, he became a prominent political leader, and 
exercised a large influence in laving the foundation of the state 
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of Vermont, then tlie Texas of this country. Ethan Allen, Ira 
Allen, Seth Warner, and Thomas Chittenden, all from Connec- 
ticut, being the Austin* ami Iloustons of its early history/' On 
the 24th of September, 1110, Congress, by an act, resolved to 
adjudicate iq>on the claims of Massachusetts Bay, New liamp-* 
shire, and New York, on the 1st of February, 17S0. To Mr. 
Bradley w;is assigned the task of {.resenting, for the considera- 
tion of Congress, the views held by Vermout on this important 
question. 

With but little knowledge, at the time, of the extent of tho 
subject, the young lawyer commenced his investigations, and 
in less than two months, had completed a faithful and well- 
written account of the state of the controversy. This was read 
before the Council of Vermont, at Arlington, on the 10th of 
December, 177!*, and, having been approved of by them, was 
ordered to be published. It appeared early in the year 1780, 
under the title of 4i Vermont's Appeal to the Candid and 
Impartial World," and aided essentially in supporting tho 
claims of Vermont to a separate and independent government. 
It was written with vigor, and did not want those flowers of 
rhetoric which adorn, and, not unfrcqucntly, strengthen argu- 
ment. Few copies of this production are now extant, but 
among those pamphlets written at this period upon the contro- 
versy, "Vermont's Appeal" stands pre-eminent, not only on 
account of the force with which it is composed, but also by 
reason of the manner in which the topics of which it treats are 
presented. It was laid before Congress early in February, 
17S0, by its author, who had been previously selected to advo- 
cate tho claims of Vermont at Philadelphia. Copies of the 
publication were also presented to many of the members, but 
no opportunity was granted to Mr. Bradley to appear in person 
before a committee of Congress, in consequence of the post- 
ponement of the consideration of the controversy question. In 
the month of September following, Mr. Bradley again visited 
Philadelphia, as a commissioner in behalf of Vermont. At the 
end of two weeks, he and his colleague, Ira Allen, became con- 
vinced that Congress were determined to decide upon the con- 
troversy without considering Vermont as a party, and deemed 
it their duty to withdraw. Before leaving, they presented a 
remonstrance to Congress, dated the 22d of September, 1780, 
in which thev set forth their views with reference to the course 
which had been adopted towards Vermont, and deprecated the 
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policy which would divide that state between New Hampshire 
and New York, or annex it to the latter. 

Owing to his thorough acquaintance with the views enter- 
tained by a majority of the people of Vermont, on the merits 
of the controversy question, the counsels of Mr. Bradley were 
highly esteemed and readily followed, on all occasions. An 
examination of his papers affords conclusive evidence, that at 
this period, and for many years after, he was, in many respects, 
the ablest man in the state. Nor did his qualifications for mili- 
tary service escape the observation of the citizens of his adopted 
state. By commission, dated August 27th, 1781, he was ap- 
pointed a lieutenant in the first regiment of the Vermont militia, 
and on the 15th of October, in the same year, was raised to the 
rank of colonel. During the troubles which disturbed the 
peace of the southern part of Windham county, Colonel Brad- 
ley was indefatigable in his endeavors to restore order, and sel- 
dom failed to accomplish his purpose. The resignation of his 
colonelcy was accepted on the 2d of March, 1787, and for four 
years he does not appear to have engaged at all in military 
avocations. A curious letter, written to him by William Page, 
of Charlestown, New Hampshire, dated May 1st, 1789, is still 
preserved, in which some allusions are made to the measures 
which were adopted to subdue the supporters of New York 
residing at Guilford, and in that neighborhood. " You doubt- 
less remember,'' the writer observed, " of once calling on me 
for a sword. You then was in pursuit of honor and cash. I 
think you desired to cut, slay, and destroy the Yorkers. Hav- 
ing accomplished all this, and having not only changed your 
manner and mode of attack, but your weapon also, you will 
please send to me the sword by the bearer, for, as all other 
weapons fail me, it is time to take the sword." The military 
career of Colonel Bradley did not. however, end here, for he 
was appointed brigadier general of the eighth brigade of the 
militia of the state, by a commission dated January 2Gth, 1791. 

Of the offices held by Mr. Bradley, the following list embraces 
a partial account. In 17S2, he was a select man of Westmin- 
ster, and served as clerk of that town from October 6th, 1787, 
to October 9th, 1788. lie was register of probate for Windham 
county from December, 1781, to March, 1791, and, on the 21st 
of February, 1783, was appointed a judge of the court of the 
county, in the place of Samuel Fletcher, who had refused to 
serve. From October, 17*8, to October, 1789, he sat as a side- 
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judge, in the Supreme court of the state, and was admitted to 
practice in the Circuit court of the United States on the 12th 
of May, 171*3. He represented the town of Westminster in the 
Assembly of the state, at the sessions in 1780. 17S1, 1784, 1785, 
17*8, 1700, ami 1800, und was elected speaker of the House at 
the session in 1785. lie was a member of the state constitu- 
tional convent ion in 1701, and was elected to the Council in 
September, 1708. When, in the year 1780, it became evident 
that Vermont would soon be admitted into the Union as a sepa- 
rate state, commissioners were appointed on the 23d of October, 
for the purpose of ascertaining and establishing the line between 
New York and Vermont. Of the number was Mr. Bradley. 
In addition to the civil and military appointments with which 
he was honored, he also received marks of esteem from Dart- 
mouth and Middlebury colleges. The honorary degrees of 
M.A. and LI..I). were conferred upon him by the former insti- 
tution. He was appointed a fellow of Middlebury college in 
the act incorporating that seminary of learning, passed on the 
1st of November, 1800, and held that position until the time 
of his death. 

After the completion of the Federal Union by the admission 
of Vermont in 1701, Moses Robinson and Stephen R. Bradley 
Mere, on the 17th of October, in that year, chosen the first 
United States senators from that state. The former took his 
seat on the 31st of the same month ; the latter on the 7th of 
November following. On drawing lots for the purpose of de- 
termining to which of the three classes each belonged, Mr. 
Bradley drew lirst, and fell to " the class whose seats would 
be vacated at the expiration of four years from March, 1791." 
Mr. Robinson drew the longest term, and, of course, fell to the 
chiss whose seats were to be vacated in six years from March, 
1701. Elijah Paine was chosen to succeed Mr. Bradley in 
1705. At the expiration of Mr. Paine's term in 1801, he was 
elected for another six years, but having declined the position, 
Mr. Bradley was elected to till the vacancy, which was a term 
of six years from the 4th of March, 1801. During the greater 
part of the session of 1802-3, he tilled with dignity the position 
of president, pro tempore, of the Senate. On the 4th of March, 
1S07, he commenced another term of six years as senator, and 
in 1 80S was again elected temporary president of the distin- 
guished body to which he belonged. 

In polities. Mr. Bradley was a Repub.ienn of the school of 
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Jefferson, from whom lie received many marks of personal 
esieeiu. Desirous of securing a democratic succession in the 
presidency of the United States, Mr. Bradley endeavored to 
consummate the nomination of Madison at tlie close of Jeffer- 
son's second term. For this purpose, he issued a call for a cau- 
cus, of which the following is a copy : — 

"Sir: 

" In pursuance of the powers vested in me, as president of 
the late convention of repuhlican members of both houses of 
congress, I deem it expedient, for the purpose of nominating 
suitable and proper characters for president and vice-president 
of the United States at the next presidential election, to call a 
convention of said republican members, to meet at the senate- 
chamber on Saturday, the 23d inst., at six o'clock p.m., at 
which time and place your personal attendance is requested, to 
aid the meeting with your influence, information, and talents. 

" S. R. Bradley. 

" Dated at Washington, 
" 19th January, 1808." 

This circular, so mandatory in style, was indignantly de- 
nounced by many, as a usurpation of power. A large portion 
of the members refused to attend, unwilling, as was remarked, 
" to countenance, by their presence, the m'ulu'njht intrhjum of 
any set of men who may arrogate to themselves the right 
(which belongs only to the people) of selecting proper persons 
to fill the important offices of president and vice-president." 
The meeting was attended, however, by ninety-four members 
from both houses. Of this number, only one member was 
from the state of Xew York. Mr. Madison was nominated with 
apparent unanimity, though Mr. Monroe had been supported 
previous to the caucus by a strong party of men, among whom 
were some who were unfriendly to the policy of Jefferson. 

The war of 1812, which was, in the main, a democratic mea- 
sure, was not supported by all the members of that party. 
President Madison, it was supposed, was persuaded to engage 
in it, only in order to secure a second election. Randolph 
"openly and strenuously opposed it from the beginning to the 
end," and Mr. Bradley, who was at that time the ablest demo- 
cratic senator from New Kngland, " earnestly counselled Madi- 
son against it." So dissytistied did Mr. Bradley become with 
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the national policy of this period, that, on the 4th of March, 
1813, at the dose of his concessional labors, he withdrew alto- 
gether from public life, determined, since he was unable to 
prevent a needless war, not to continue in any position, where 
ho would be subjected to the calumnies and odium of a majority 
from whom he dissented. 

In a previous chapter* may be found an account of a trial 
which took place at Westminster, on the 27th of May, 1770. 
On this occasion, Noah Smith tilled the office of state's attorney, 
and Mr. Bradley acted as counsel for the defendants. In the 
midst of the trial, Ethan Allen appeared in court, accoutred in 
military dress, as has been detailed in the account referred to. 
After Smith had finished his argument, in the course of which 
he had made several quotations from Blackstone's Commenta- 
ries, Allen, who thought that the state's attorney was manifest- 
ing too great leniency towards some of the prisoners, arose, and 
told the jury that, in the observations he was about to make, ho 
should not deal in quibbles. Then, turning to Smith, he said : — 
" I would have the young gentleman to know, that with my 
logic and reasoning, from the eternal titness of things, I can 
upset his blackstones, his whitestones, his gravestones, and his 
brimstones." Here he was interrupted by the chief-justice, 
Moses Robinson, and was gravely informed that it was not 
allowable for him to appear in a civil court with his sword by 
his side. Upon this, Allen, nettled by the interruption, unslung 
his weapon, and bringing it down on the bar table with a force 
which made the house ring, exclaimed, 

" For forma of government, let fool* contest; 
Wh*te'er u best administerd, u bent" 

Having delivered himself in this style, he was about to resumo 
his remarks, when, observing that the judges were whispering 
together, he listened for a moment, and then cried out : — " 1 
said that ( /Wit might contest for forms of government — not your 
llonours ! not your Honours ! " It is presumed that the apology 
was satisfactory, for Allen was permitted to finish his address, 
as previously narrated, after which the trial proceeded without 
further cheek. 

On retiring from public life, Mr. Bradley returned to "West- 
minster, where he resided until the year ISIS. lie then re- 

• See ante, pp. 342, 343. 
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moved to the neighboring village of Walpole, New Hampshire, 
" where he lived in ea.se, independence, and honour, until ho 
took his willing, and not painful deparature, with the cheerful 
expression of a mind at peace with itself, with the world, and 
with heaven/' His death occurred on the evening of Thurs- 
day, December 9th, 1830. 

In his "Descriptive Sketch" of Vermont, published in 1707, 
Dr. John Andrew Graham has referred to Mr. Bradley, as he 
then knew him, in these words : — " Mr. Bradley is a lawyer of 
distinguished abilities, and a good orator. He has held some of 
the most important office* of the state, and was late a senator 
in Congress. Few men have more companioi able talents, a 
greater share of social cheerfulness, a more inexhaustible flow 
of wit, or a larger portion of unaffected urbanity." Hie Hon. 
S. G. Goodrich, known the world over as " Peter Parley," who, 
in the year 1818, married the daughter of Mr. Bradley, has, in 
his late work entitled "Recollections of a Lifetime," n<»i<d 
some of the prominent characteristics of the influential sena- 
tor. " He was distinguished for political sagacity, a ready wit, 
boundless stores of anecdote, a large acquaintance with man- 
kind, and an extensive range of historical knowledge. His 
conversation was exceedingly attractive, being always illus- 
trated by pertinent anecdotes and apt historical refcences. Hi* 
deve'oj>iu"K«c of the interior machinery of part s during the 
times of AV ashman, Jefferson, and Madison; his portraitures 
of the political leaders of the&c interesting eras in our history 
— all freely communicated at a period when he had retired 
from the active arena of politics, and now looked back upon 
them with the feelings of a philosopher — were in the highest 
degree interesting and instructive/' 

His son, the Hon. William C. Bradley, who was born on the 
23d of March, 1782, still survives, at Westminster, in a green 
old age. He has filled many stations of honor in the service of 
his country, and while on the floor of Congress enjoyed, in a 
peculiar manner, the personal and political esteem of Henry 
( lav and other distinguished statesmen. The assistance which 
Mr. Bind ley has on all occasions most cheerfully afforded, in 
the preparation of this work, has contributed materially to its 
correctness, and has enabled the author to present many facts 
which otherwise would have remained unrecorded.* 

• Mueaulav's Hist, ling., vol. i. cb»p. ii. Uotluter'* Hi»t. Conn., iL C2S. Bel- 
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PAUL BR1GHAM. 

Dnuso the revolution- 
' / arv war, this gentleman 

7/ served as a captain, and 

C' was stationed, a part of 

the time, at Coventry, 
Connecticut. After his removal to Vermont, he attained to the 
rank of a major-general of militia. He was highly respected 
hy all who knew liira, and discharged the duties of the various 
offices which he was called to fill to the satisfaction of his con- 
stituents and with honor to himself. By the citizens of Norwich, 
the town in which he resided, he was esteemed for those traits 
of character which mark the just man and the kind neighbor, 
lie M as an assistant justice of the court of Windsor county from 
17S3 to 178G, and from 1790 to 1795 ; and was chief justice of 
the same in J 801. He held the office of judge of probate in 
1S00; and was high sheriff of the county from 1787 to 1781). 
He represented the inhabitants of Norwich in the General As- 
sembly during the sessions of 1783, 1786, and 1791; was a 
member of the Council from 1792 to 1796 ; and 6at in the state 
constitutional conventions of 1793, 18 14, and 1822 as the dele- 
gate from Norwich. Having been elected lieutenant-governor 
of the state in 179G, he was from that time annually returned to 
the same office, the years 1813 and 1814 excepted, until 1820, 
when, " admonished by the infirmities of age," he refused longer 
to be a candidate for that station. While serving in this capa- 
city, the gubernatorial chair was occupied at different times by 
Thomas Chittenden, Isaac Tichenor. Israel Smith, and Jonas 
Galusha. From Dartmouth college he received the honorary 
degree of M.A., in ISofi. His death occurred at Norwich on 
the 15th of July, 1824, in the 79th year of his age* 
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The subject of this notice was born in Dublin, Ireland, about 
the year 1725, and was educated to the profession of the law. 
While at home, he bore some military commission, as the style 
of dress indicated by his portrait — which is still extant, and 
which was painted before he removed to this country — evinces. 
Of his military rank, except that he was familiarly called " ( '«>!"- 
nel," and of the time and occasion of his service, nothing is 
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known. At the age of thirty or thirty-one, he married a Miss 
Cashing, u resident of the city where lie dwelt. By her he had 
one child, Elizabeth Martha, who was born probably in the year 
17.">8. The mother did not long survive the birth of her daughter, 
and Mr. Brush being left a widower, placed the little infant in 
the care of some of his relatives, and came to America a short 
time previous to, or during, the year 17«»2. Having settled in 
New York city, he there married Margaret Montuzau, a widow 
lady, and by her former marriage the mother of a daughter 
named Frances.* lie early obtained employment in the office 
of the secretary of the province of New York, and for several 
years held the post of assistant under the deputy secretary, 
(ioldsbrow Banyar. In the year 17*54, on the 27th of January, 
he received from Lieut.-CJov. Cadwallader Colden a license to 
practise as an attorney at law, " in all his Majesty's Courts of 
Record," within the province. It is probable that his law part- 
ner was John Kelly, an Irishman of ability and standing. Mr. 
Brush removed to Westminster during the year 1771, and on 
the 2f>th of February, 1772, was appointed clerk of Cumberland 
county ,f vice John Chandler, removed. He was made surro- 
gate of the county on the 14th of the following April, and at 
the same time, he and two others received a commission to ad- 
minister oaths to all officers, both civil and military, within their 
jurisdiction. J 

On becoming a resident of Westminster, Mr. Brush was 
feasted by the inhabitants from house to house. The display 
which he affected in his dress, contrasted strongly with the 
simple garb of the villagers, and for some time pomp and pa- 

* There u a tradition that Brush was not legally married Ut his second wife. 
The story go«*t, that she, in her maiden day*, had been much admired l.y Brush, 
who had paid her his addresses, but without success. She married, in preference, 
a colonel in the Hritish service, who was the father of her child Frances. He was 
killed in the old French war, or in some of the Imttlcs immediately subsequent to 
the year 1755. The widow and the widower having met, they agreed to live 
together as husband and wife, and did so, but the connection was not lawfully 
established. Resort was had to thi* alliance in order thut Mrs. Brush might be 
enabled to draw the ]>cti«ioii due her n» the widow of an officer, which right she 
forfeited in the event of n aecoud marriage. 

f lie resigned the clerkship on Uie 7th of March, 177 I, and was succeeded by 
Samuel Gale, who married the daughter of Samuel Well* of Brnttleborough. In 
the Connecticut Cournnt of April 1( th, 1 7 7 is the list of the member* of the ln-t 
Coloui&l Assembly of New York. Hie name of Brush is given with these re- 
marks : — "A native of Ireland, practising the law in Cumberland county, who 
•old the clerkship of the county to Judge Wells's son in-law." 

X Tliu commission was renewed on the 18th of February, 1774. 
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rade availed to conceal the defects of character. lint as vul- 
garity of mind became apparent, and novelty of appearance 
ceased to attract attention, Mr. Brush found, in spite of his 
boasted attainments as a man of large information, and his pre- 
tensions to gentility, that his only friends were a few high- 
toned and arrogant loyalists. Notwithstanding the prevalence 
of such sentiments as these in the minds of the people of West- 
minster, Mr. Brush wielded an extensive political influence in 
the county, on account of his intimate connection with many 
of the principal government officers. The house in which he 
lived was situated north of the meeting-house, and was the only 
building in the town whose four sides faced the cardinal points. 
It was originally built for the Rev. Mr. Goodell, supposed to be 
the first minister of the town. It was subsequently owned by 
a citizen of Walpole, New Hampshire, who sold it to Mr. 
Brush. In later years it became the residence of Dr. Klkanah 
Day. One of the reasons which induced Mr. Brush to settle in 
this quiet village, was the opportunity which was thereby 
afforded him, to sell his lands, which were scattered throughout 
the northern parts of New York and the interior portions of tho 
New Hampshire Grants, and included many broad acres along 
the banks of the Connecticut, in the town and neighborhood of 
Westminster. He also hoped to rise in political distinction, an 
end which he could not accomplish among the learned and 
aristocratic in the more southern towns of New York. LLis 
business, on account of his knowledge of legal forms, was mul- 
tifarious, and to assist him in it, he kept a clerk, Abraham 
Mills by name, who, as far as disagreeable traits of character 
were concerned, was a copy in miniature of his master. 

In answer to a petition signed by the inhabitants of Cumber- 
land county, permission was given them by the Governor and 
Council of New York, to elect two representatives to tho Gene- 
ral Assembly of that province. The order continuing this per- 
mission was promnlged on the 23d of December, 177*2, and at 
an election subsequently held, Samuel Wells of Brattleborough 
and Crcan Brush of Westminster were returned as representa- 
tives. On the 2d of February, 1773, they presented their cre- 
dentials to the General Assembly, and were admitted to seats 
" at the table" of legislation. Brush although in a great mea- 
sure devoid of principle, possessed many of the qualifications 
essential to the character of a successful partizan politician, and 
he soon became noted for hie advocacy of all ministerial mea- 
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sures, and for his hatred of every attempt at reform. Fluency 
of speech ami a spirited style of oratory, enabled him to give 
expression to his opinions in a manner which attracted atten- 
tion. By these means he obtained an influence, which he never 
failed to exert in behalf of his party. In the controversy be- 
tween New Hampshire and New York respecting the New 
ILunpshiro Grants, he evinced a deep interest, and was well 
prepared by knowledge obtained while in the office of the se- 
cretary of state to present the question in an accurate and reli- 
able form. 

In answer to a petition from Col. John Mannscll and others, 
"interested in lands to the westward of Connecticut river," 
praying that the General Assembly would adopt measures to 
prevent " the success of the solicitations and interposition of 
the government of New Hampshire, in prejudice of the ancient 
limits" of New York, the House on the 17th of February, 
1773, having resolved itself into a " grand committee on griev- 
ances," declared that the eastern limits of the colony, both by 
the royal grants to the Duke of York and by the orders in 
privy council of July 20th, 1764, were the western banks of 
Connecticut river. For the puq>ose of presenting the subject 
in a tangible form, they appointed Col. Philip Schuyler, John 
Dc Noyellis, and Crean Brush a committee to draft a represen- 
tation of the rights of tho colony of New York to the lands in 
question. This representation, when agreed to by the House, 
was to be transmitted to the agent of the colony, to enable him 
to maintain the claim at the court of Great Britain. On Satur- 
day, the 6th of March following, Mr. Brush gave in the report 
of the committee, which was adopted on Monday the 8th, and 
entered on the journals. It was entitled " A state of the right 
of the colony of New York, with respect to its eastern bound- 
ary on Connecticut river, so far as concerns the late encroach- 
ments under the government of New Hampshire." 

This document was subsequently printed in the form of a 
folio pamphlet, and, with others of a similar character, was 
placed in the hands of all the leading men engaged in the con- 
troversy. It was prepared mainly by the Hon. James Duane, 
and presented an able argument in support of the rights of 
New York. Although it had been hoped that the reasons 
brought forward in the representation would have a tendency 
to restrain the people residing on the " Grants," who favored 
the jurisdiction of New Hampshire, from indulging in acts of 
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violence against the settlers under New York, yet evils of this 
nature seemed rather to increase than diminish. On the 1st 
Df February, 1774, Benjamin Hough, a magistrate by appoint- 
ment from Xew York, presented a petition to the General As- 
sembly of the province, asking, in behalf of himself and others, 
to bo protected from the "outrageous cruelty" of the "Ben- 
nington mob." The subject was considered in "the grand 
committee on grievances," and a report therefrom was pre- 
sented to tho House on the 5th, by Mr. Brush, in behalf of the 
chairman, Mr. Clinton, recommending that body to request the 
Governor to issue his proclamation, offering a reward of £50 
each for the apprehension of Ethan Allen and seven of his 
compatriots, and counselling the House to bring in a bill to 
suppress " riotous and disorderly proceedings." Mr. Brush and 
Colonel Ten Broeek were appointed to prepare the bill, and on 
the 9th the result of their labors was laid before the house, and 
was soon after passed into a law. The Governor's proclamation 
was issued on the 0th of March, and a reward of £100 each 
was offered for the apprehension of Ethan Allen and Remember 
Baker, and of £50 each for the apprehension of six of the other 
ringleaders. 

The influence which Mr Brush possessed in the House was 
neither feeble nor unfreqnently exercised. On the night of the 
20th of December, 1773, the mansion of Governor Tryon was 
destroyed by fire. This calamity was referred to by the Go- 
vernor, in his speech to the Assembly, on the 12th of January, 
1774. A few days later a motion was offered by Mr. Brush, 
in these words : " I move that the House do resolve, that 
thero be allowed unto his Excellency the Governor, the sum of 
£5,000, as a token of the deep concern of this House for tho 
damage he sustained by the late dreadful fire, towards a com- 
pensation, in some measure, of his great losses ; and as a pub- 
lic testimonial of that high respect and esteem they bear to his 
person and family/' This proposition elicited much debate, 
and, though strenuously opposed, was passed by a majority of 
two, fourteen members voting for and twelve against it. Soon 
after these occurrences, the Governor made known his inten- 
tion of departing for England. The announcement was pub- 
lished to the house on the 8th of March, and Messrs. Wilkins, 
Jauncey, and Brush were appointed to draft an address to his 
Excellency, " expressing tho high sense they entertain of the 
great and extensive benefit derived to the colony from the up- 
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Tightness, justice, and impartiality of his administration; tho 
deep concern they feel on his departure ; their ardent desire of 
his speedy return ; their affectionate wishes for the welfare and 
happiness of his Excellency and his family ; and their firm 
reliance that he will represent to their most gracious Sove- 
reign, the unshaken loyalty of this his faithful colony, and their 
steady and zealous attachment to his sacred person and govern- 
ment." With true Irish spirit, Mr. Brush in the address which 
he drew, embodied in the most fulsome language the ideas 
contained in the above resolution, and on the 2<>th of March 
the eulogistic document was placed in the hands of the man who 
afterwards became notorious, as the sacker of peaceful villages, 
and the murderer of unoffending women and helpless children. 

Bitterly opposed to every measure designed to introduce a 
more faithful administration of the government, Mr. Brush now 
directed his efforts to stem the torrent which was soon to break 
down the barriers of tyrannical oppression. On the 23d of 
February, 1775, he delivered a set-speech against the proposi- 
tion of Mr. Thomas, to elect delegates to the second Continen- 
tal Congress. Being charged "with using expressions which 
threw indecent reflections both on the conduct of the gentle- 
men of the opposition and on tho proceedings of the last Con- 
gress," Mr. Brush caused his speech to be printed and pub- 
lished, that the public might be able to form an opinion as to 
the justice of the charges. He was answered by Messrs. Clin- 
ton and Schuyler, who, with Colonel Woodhull, were the lead- 
ing patriots in the house. The debate was significant of the 
spirit of the times, and served to show how widely at variance 
were the opinions of those who, as representatives of the peo- 
ple, were assembled to legislate for the welfare of the colony. 
On the same day, Mr. Brush presented the report of the com- 
mittee, who, in pursuance of Mr. Do Lanccy's motion, made on 
the S 1st of January, had been appointed "to prepare a state 
of the grievances" of the colony. On the Oth of March, he 
was chosen, with Colonel Seaman and Mr. Gale, to prepare tho 
draft of a memorial to the House of Lords. The report, which 
he presented on the 10th. as chairmau of the committee, was 
subjected to many alterations and amendments. With the 
other memorials which had been prepared for the King and 
the Commons, it was adopted on the 25th. These addresses 
were in every respect, " tame, ridiculous, and very loyal," but 
the House was ruled by a Tory majority, who strove in every 
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way to adopt such measures, as would be most likely to ad- 
vance the interests of their own party, and it was by their 
votes that every vigorous effort of the minority was emascu- 
lated, and made to do service in behalf of oppression. 

Mr. Brush's lianie appears with prominence on one other 
occasion, in the records of the Colonial Assembly. As soon as 
the news of the " Westminster Massacre " reached New York, the 
messengers who had brought the information were examined, 
ami their depositions were laid before Lieut. Gov. Colden. II is 
message, delivered on the 23d of March, recommended imme- 
diate action. The subject was brought up for consideration on 
the 30th. Ever ready to gain power by a bold act, Mr. Brush 
moved that the sum of £1,000 be " granted to his Majesty to 
be applied to enable the inhabitants of the county of Cumber- 
land to reinstate and maintain the due administration of justice 
in the said county, and for the suppression of riots therein." 
The motion prevailed in this form, and the treasurer of the 
colony was ordered to disburse the amount named, on warrants 
issued by the proper authorities. With the adjournment of 
the Assembly on the 3d of April, ended Mr. Brush's career as 
a legislator. His ability as an orator was acknowledged even 
by his toes, ami his speeches were generally prepared with care 
and skill. As a writer, he is referred to iu Trumbull's MacFiu- 
gal, in the following verses :— 

" Had I the Poet's brazen lung*. 
An sound board to hi* hundred tongues, 
I could not half the scribblers master 
That swarmed round Rivington in cluster ; 
Assemblies, councilmen, forsooth ; 
Brush, Cooper, Wilkins. Chandler, Booth ; 
Yet all their arguments and sap'ence 
Yon did not value at three half pence. 1 '* 

During the summer which followed the commencement of 
hostilities in the colonies, Mr. Brush probably remained in the 
city of New York, working as best he might for the good of tho 
King. In the fall he repaired to Bi«ton, then occupied by the 
British, and offered his services to General Gage. These were 
accepted, and he was soon after engaged in an employment 
which gave him a temporary power, which he did not fail to 

• American Archives, Fourth 8eries. vol i. cols. 1288, 1290-1294, 1303, 1807, 
131o-1318, 1322. Journals Col. Ass. N. Y. Poe. Hist. N. Y , iv. 1025. lnin- 
lap'a X. Y. i 450, 4&1. Trumbull's MncFingal, Boston ed, canto i. p. 2*. 

39 
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exorcise. General Gage, though he favored the occupation of 
New York, " regarded the evacuation of Boston as a measure of 
too much danger, and difficulty, and importance," to he taken 
without the sanction of government. Having determined to 
winter his army in the latter place, he, in the last of September, 
177"), " commenced preparation!* to quarter it in the houses of 
the inhabitant*." In consequence of this determination, it was 
necessary to remove the furniture from the buildings that would 
he required."' This business was entrusted to Crean Brush, who 
Mas armed with a commission vesting him with authority 
to receive and protect such personal property as should be en- 
trusted to his care.* 

The issue of this commission was one of the last official acts 
of General Gage in Boston. Already had he received orders to 
repair to England. In obedience to these orders he sailed on 
the 10th of October, and on the same day General Ilowe suc- 



* The following is a copy of the commission referred to in the text: 
"By Ilia Excellency The Honorable Thomas Gage, Captain-General and Gover- 
nor-in-Chief in an.l over His Majesty's Province of Massachusetts Bay, ami 
Vice- Admiral of the some. General and Commander-in-Chief of nil His Majes- 
ty's Forces in North America, Ac, Ac, Ac. 

"To Crcas Bni'Aii, Esquire: — 

'•Whereas, there are large quantities of ('....ids, Wares, and Merchandize, Chat- 
tie* and Effect* of considerable value left in the Town of Boston by Persons who 
have thought proper to depart therefrom, which are lodged in dwelling 
Houses, and in Shops and Storehouses adjoining to or making part of Dwelling 
Houses: 

" And Whereas, there is great reason to apprehend, and the Inhabitants have 
expressed some fears concerning the safety officii goods, especially as great part 
<>f the Houses will necessarily be Occupied by His Majesty's Troops ami the fol- 
lowers of the Army, us Barracks during the Winter Season; To quiet the fears 
of the Inhabitants, and more especially to take all due care for the preservation 
of such Good*, Wares, and Merchandize : I have thought fit and do hereby Autho- 
rize and appoint you the said Crean Brush to take and receive into your Care, all 
such Good*, Chatties, and Effect* oh may be voluntarily delivered into your 
Charge by the owners of such Goods, or the Person or Persons whose care they 
may be left in, on your giving Receipts for the same; and you are to take all due 
care thereof, and to deliver said Goods, when called upon, to those to whom you 
Khali have given Receipts for the some. For all which Services you are to Receive 
Ten shilling* Sterling per Hay. Given under my Hand and Seal at Head Quar- 
ters in Host on ihc l-'irat day of October, One Thousand Seven Hundred ami Seventy 
Five, in the Fifteenth Year of the Reign of Our Sovereign Lord George the Third, 
by the Grace of G,.<1, of Great Britain, France, and Irelaud King; Defender of 
the Faith, and so forth. Tlios. Gaob. 

" By his Excellency's Command. 

"Sam. Kkmble." 
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ceeded him in the command of the troops. Meantime, Brush, 
although busied among the 

"parritch pats and auld eaut-backot*" 

which the good wives of Boston had left behind them, still found 
time to evince his loyalty in other ways. He, in common with 
the army of General Howe, felt secure in his present position, 
and was almost certain of the ultimate success of the British 
forces. Owing in part to this confidence, and in part to a desire 
of reducing the inhabitants of the New Hampshire Grants to 
submission, in which district he owned several thousand acres 
of land, he drew up a memorial in which he offered his services 
to raise a body of men to be employed in the service of the 
King. This memorial was found among his papers, when a few 
months later he was taken prisoner. It was addressed to Gene- 
ral Gage. The intention of its author, doubtless, was to trans- 
mit it to England, trusting to Gage's influence with the Ministry 
for a favorable answer to the propositions therein advanced. 
The supposition that it ever reached the eyes of him for whom 
it was intended is baseless. As to the memorialist, the designs 
by which he had hoped to advance the interests of the Crown, 
and gratify his own avarice and ambition, were defeated by a 
change in his own circumstances which was as humiliating as 
it was unexpected.* 

* For the purpose of showing the loyalty of Mr. Brush's disposition, a copy of 
the memorial is here annexed: — 

"To His Excellency The Honorable Thomas Cage, Lieutonant-Gcncral of Ilia 
Majesty's Force*, Ac, Ac, Ac. 

" The memorial of Crcnn Brush of the 
Province of New York, Esquire, 

"Moat Respectfully sheweth— 

" That your Memorialist hath in several Civil Da 
partments xealously exerted himself in supporting the Constitution and Authority 
of Parliament over nil llis Majesty's Dominions, but the unwearied assiduity of 
an artful, ambitious Confederacy having prevailed, and the People pursuing the 
Arbitrary Dictates of such Confederates — having shook off their allegiance to the 
best of Kings, and their Obedience to Lawful Authority, with Ingratitude unparal- 
leled burst forth into open Rebellion, making their final Appeal to Arms anil rest 
their Fate on the decision of the Sword alone, whereby every Bond of Society is 
Dissolved, mid all Persons precluded from supporting His Majesty's Government 
in a Civil Capacity. 

" Your Memorialist, therefore, to Manifest his Zeal for Ilis Majesty's Person and 
Government, in the present Exigence, Imts leave to propose to your Excellency 
that he will forthwith, upon Wing duly authorized, raise a Body of Volunteer*, 
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By the 5th of February, 1776, Mr. Brush had received into 
his custody a large amount of goods, wares, and merchandize. 
General Howe, although lie liad resolved to evacuate Boston, 
was determined to wait " until lie had additional transports and 
sufficient provisions for a long voyage ; and also, until a favor- 

eomiating of not lew than three Hundred effective Men. exclusive of Officers, Ouo 
Hundred and fifty of whom to be formed into an Independent Company under 
hi* Command, and the residue to be disponed of at the pleasure of the Command- 
er-in-Chief, the whole to nerve in Conjunction with Hi* Majesty'* other Force*, 
during the continuance of the present Rebellion, upon the same pay, and Royal 
Bounty, aa granted to the new rais'd Royal Fencible American Regiment, and 
this Proposal your Memorialist flatten himself with a certainty of effecting from 
his Connections and Friends among the well-disposed Inhabitant*. And after the 
Subduction of the Main Body of Rebel Force, your Memorialist would further 
humbly propone, that an establishment of three Hundred Men, including such of 
the three Hundred Men so to be rained by him as may then remain, exclusive of 
Officers, might be formed into one Body under his Command to occupy proper 
Posts on Connecticut River, and open a Line of communication from thence West- 
ward towards Luke Champlaiu, to continue on thnt Station so long an the Com- 
mander-in-Chief of His Majesty's Forces shall judge expedient, and then to be 
Reduced. And your Memorialist's intimate Knowledge of that Frontier enables 
him to assure your Excellency that such an Establishment in that Country (far 
remote as it is from the Seat and Aid of Government) will become absolutely 
necessary for the puqioae of reducing to Obedience, and bringing to Justice, a 
dangerous Gang of IjiwIcni Banditti, who, without the least pretext of Title, have, 
by Violence, possessed themselves of a large Tract of Interior Territory, between 
Connecticut River on the East, and the Waters of Hudson's River and Lake 
Ch&inplain on the West, in open defiance of Government holding themselves 
amcniable to no Law, but confiding in their own strength, have for many Years 
committed the must unheard of Cruelties, and spread Terror and 1 >estruction 
around them, without Fear of Punishment or possibility of Control, as well as to 
form a pro|>er Defence (in conjunction with the well-disposed Inhabitants) against 
such discomfited Rebels as fleeing from the Main Body of His Majesty's Forces, 
will have no other Refuge to seek than this Interior defenceless Country, and who, 
forming themselves into Armed Bands, will Associate with the Needy and Disso- 
lute, and without Remorse, destroy all distinction of Property founded on Law, or 
Subject it to their depredation. The Restoration and Protection of Court* of Jus- 
tice, and of the Civil Magistrate in the duo Execution of his Office, on whicli is 
dependant the whole Security and Happiness of the Subject, forms the great ulti- 
mate end of the proposed arrangement 

"Your Memorialist therefore Humbly Prays your Excellency will 
take the Premises into Consideration, and if the Measure pro- 
posed is favored with your Approbation that you will be pleased 
to lay the same before His Majesty's Ministers of State with your 
Excellency's opinion thereon. 

" And Your Memorialist will I ray. 
" Boston, 1 Oth January, 1 776." 

Frothingham's Siege of Boston, pp. 24 «. 247, 249, 294, 295. MSS. entitled 
" Revolution Messages," etc.. which include a number of papers relative to Brush, 
in office Sec. State Mart., 17;«-17*».pp. 2V7-319. 
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able season should arrive." Under these circumstances, Mr. 
Brush, anxious to be directed as to the disposal of the property 
in his possession, made application to General Howe, to Briga- 
dior-General James Robertson, to the Quarter-Master General, 
and to the Adjutant-General for advice. Robertson alone 
deigned to attend to the subject. At his reqnest, Mr. Brash 
engaged Charles Blasquet, Richard Hill, John Hill, and David 
Cunningham, " under high wages," to devote "their whole time 
and attention " to the business of packing and casing the goods 
he had collected, and of conveying them on board the brigan- 
tine Elizabeth, then lying in the harbor at Clark's wharf. This 
vessel belonged to Richard Hart of Portsmouth, Xew Hamp- 
shire, and had been purchased as a transport* In the confusion 
incident to the situation of the town, carts and boats could be 
procured only with the greatest difficulty. Mr. Brush and his 
aids were, on this account, compelled to ship their goods by 
such conveyances as chance afforded, and as the brigantine was 
at that time in the charge of three persons only, two of whom 
were boys, and all inexperienced, the packages, which were but 
poorly put together, were worse bestowed. 

At this juncture, Cyrus Baldwin, a Boston merchant who had 
left town through fear of the British, and had retired to Woburn, 
wrote to William Jackson and his brother who still remained in 
Boston, begging them to receive from him a power of attorney, 
and take the charge of his effects. With this request they com 
plied, and soon alter received from him through his clerk, Mr. 
Shaw, the keys of his store. At the same time, Shaw removed 
to the store of the Jacksons a portion of his employer's goods for 
safer keeping. As it became more and more apparent that the 
British would be compelled to evacuate Boston earlier than they 
had intended, their conduct became more and more insolent. 
Early in the month of March, a number of Tories who had taken 
possession of the house of one Mr. Marsh, which adjoined Bald- 
win's, came out by the scuttle and broke open Baldwin's house 
through the roof. This act was performed in the dead of night. 
On the following morning William Jackson, having received 
information of what had happened, went to Baldwin's house, and 
upon examination discovered that, although some damage had 
been done, yet that several packages of goods which had been 
stored there, were untouched. He then remonstrated with 

* " Thin vessel was purrligMMl by William Jackson at the Brazen Head" F.<Wn 
Bo-tnn Garotte, Mondoy. April S, 177«. Connecticut Conrant, April 15. 1770 
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those who ha<l been guilty of this burglary, on the "iniquity of 
Buch doings," but without much clieet. On the 9th of March, 
which was Saturday, as he was approaching his storehouse, ho 
found Mr. Brush and a number of his attendants in front of 
Baldwin's place of business, the next to his own. Brush imme- 
diately demanded of him the keys of Baldwin's storehouse; de- 
clared that he had authority to seize his and other people's 
goods; pronounced Baldwin a rebel ; and vowed to break the 
doors through in case peaceable entrance was not given. Being 
unable without aid to make a successful resistance, Jackson 
repaired in haste to General Howe. Meeting one of his aids-de- 
camp, he informed him of his situation, and in view of the 
power of attorney which he held from Baldwin, asked to be de- 
fended in his rights. An orderly sergeant was thereupon 
deputed to return with him, with a verbal order that Mr. Brush 
should not molest Baldwin's goods. The sergeant delivered a 
wrong message, and commanded Brush not to disturb the pro- 
perty of Jackson. Jackson corrected the mistake, but Brush 
refused to receive the correction unless it was made in writing 
and by the proper authority. On going the second time to head- 
quarters, Jackson was unable to see either of the aids-de camp. 
On his return Mr. Brush and his men broke open Baldwin's 
storehouse, and having obtained conveyances, removed the 
greater part of its contents to the hrigantine Elizabeth. 

Not satisfied with the power with which he had been vested, 
Mr. Brush obtained from General Howe, on the 10th of March, 
private instructions to seize those "goods," which, if retained 
by the rebels, would enable them to carry on the war, and 
" put them on board the Minerva ship, or tho hrigantine Eliza- 
beth." In accordance with these private instructions, General 
Howe, on the same day, which was Sunday, issued a procla- 
mation which, having been printed in the form of a handbill, 
was posted in the most conspicuous places in Boston, ordering 
the removal of " linen and woollen goods" from the place, and 
declaring that any person who should secrete or retain articles 
of this description would be treated as " a favourer of rebels."* 

■ The privntc instruction*, which, with tho exception of General Howe's sig- 
nature, were in Mr. HrualiR hand-writing, were as follow* :— 

'•Sir. — I am informed there ate large Quantities of Goods in the Town of Boston, 
•which, if in possesion of the ICebclls. would enable them to Curry on War. And 
Whereas, I have given Notice to all Loyal Inhabitants to remove such Good* from 
hence, and that all who do not remove tiiem, or deliver them to your Care, will 
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Xo sooner was this proclamation issued, than Mr. Brush began 
his work of plunder. Regardless ot' the sacred character of the 
day, he broke into the shops of Samuel Austin, John Seollay, 
John Kowe, John Barrett and Sons, Captain Dashwood, and 
Captain Partridge, whence he removed goods to the value of 
several thousands of pounds sterling. From the shop of the 
Jaeksons he also took about twenty -live packages of goods, but 
these were treated with more care, for they were guarded by 
James Jackson as far as the wharf whence they were shipped.* 
Nor did he confine himself to linens and woollens, the articles 
which had been declared contraband. His was an indiscri- 

be considered as abettors of Rebells. You are hereby Authorized and Required 
to take into your Possession all such Good* as answer this description, and to 
give Certificates to the Owners that you have received tliein for their u»c, and will 
deliver them to the Owners' Order, unavoidable Accident* excepted. And you are 
to make enquiry, if any such Good* be secreted or left in Stores, and you are to 
Seize nil such and put them on Hoard the Minerva, Ship, or Brigantiuc Elizabeth. 
" Given under my hnnd at Head Quarters, 
" Boston, this tenth Day of March, 1776. 

"W. HoWK, 

" Com' Chf. 

"To CitKAN Bai*n, Esquire." 

The following i* a copy of the proclamation of General Howe, which, in the 
form of a handbill, was posted in the town of Boston :— 

"By His Excellency 
" William Howe, 

" Major Genera], Ac. Ac. Ac. 
" As Linncn and Woolen Good* are Articles much wanted by the Rebels, and 
would nid and asoUt them in their Rebellion, the Commander-in-Chief expect* 
that all good Subject* will use their utmost Endeavors to have all such Articles 
convcy'd from this I'lace : Any who hnvc not Opportunity to convey their 
Good* under their own Care, mnr deliver them on Board the Minerva at Hub- 
bard's Wharf, to Crran lirutli, Esq. ; mork'd with their Names, who will give a 
Certificate of the Delivery, and will oblige himself to return them to the Owners, 
all unavoidable Accidents excepted. 

" If after this Notice any Person secretes or Keeps in his Possession such Arti- 
cles, he will be treated as a Favourer of Rebels. 
'• Boston, March loth, 1770." 

M-\S in office Scr. State Ma»s. Frothingham's Siege of Boston, pp. !106. J107. 

* Some idea of the manner in which the plundering of the town of Boston was 
conducted, may be gained by a perusal of the annexed inventory, drawn by 
James Jackson. " of sundry packages taken by Crean Brush out of Mr. Cyrw 
Boldwin's store, March 10, 1776." 

" 7 Trunks, V Boxes, t» Casks, 1 Counter. 1 1 Bales, 1 Bag Pepper. 1 Bog All- 
spice, I Ca*k Indigo, .'i Quires small and 1 Quire large Press papers. Sundry Loose 
Ones, 1 Black Walnut Desk, 1 Writing Desk, 1 Pewter Dish, 1 Small organ in the 
chamber, 4 Chairs, 1 Pewter Di*h." 
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minate robbery, and everything portable on wbich be could 
lay his bands, it* of value, was tumbled with the utmost confu- 
sion into the hold of the brigantine Elizabeth. On the next 
day he renewed his depredations with vigor. 44 Shops were 
stripped by him of all their goods, though the owners were in 
town." Dwelling houses were plundered of their contents, and 
what could not be carried oft* was destroyed. Mr. Brush after- 
wards bore witness to his activity in these words : — " I solemnly 
aver, that from the 5th to the 13th of .March, my own assiduity 
was 6o great that I did not in anv one night allow myself more 
than two hours sleep." For four days, commencing on the 
day on which the last proclamation was dated, the destruction 
of private property in Boston was immense. Those engaged in 
these scenes cared but little for the order which declared that 
the soldiers who should be "caught plundering" should be 
" hanged on the spot," and were not hindered in their lawless 
work by the rain which fell during the greater part of the time.* 
On the 12th of March, John Hill, one of Mr. Brush's assist- 
ants, wrote to Brigadier-General Robertson for assistance. lie 
stated that his employer and others had laded the Elizabeth 
with " a valuable cargo of rebels' goods ;" that one Captain 
"Wheaton had assumed the command, but was incapable of fulfil- 
ling his trust ; that he had crowded her with twenty passengers, 
" besides seven negroes," among whom there was not one per- 
son who could superintend her navigation ; that there were 
neither provisions nor water on board ; that the passengers 
were in confusion, and the cargo in chaos. He further de- 
clared that should the vessel put to 6ea in her present state, 6he 
would undoubtedly be lost, and begged in behalf of Mr. Brush, 
that she might be provided with a fit master, and four compe- 
tent seamen, and that all "superfluous persons" might be re- 
moved from her. On the same day, William and James Jack- 
son proceeded to Brigadier-General Robertson's quarters, for 
the purpose of obtaining from Mr. Brush through him, a receipt 
for the goods of Baldwin. Samuel Austin and John Scollay, 
two of the selectmen of Boston, and Captains Partridge and 
Dashwood were already there, endeavoring to obtain informa- 
tion concerning their property. Mr. Brush produced manifests 
of the goods of these gentlemen, and even furnished them with 
receipts, but of the effects of Baldwin he could give no account. 

• Gordon's list of the War, ii. 42-44. Fn.thingliams Siege of Boston, pp. 
807, 308. 
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Some conversation then ensued relative to Mr. Brush's conduct, 
when Robertson, in order probably to put an end to the com- 
plaints which had arisen on account of the recklessness with 
which Mr. Brush had conducted the seizure of the "rebels'" 
goods, gave orders that the Elizabeth should fall down the har- 
bor. It had been expected that Boston would he evacuated on 
the 15th, but owing to an easterly breeze which rendered exit 
from the harbor unsafe, the departure of the troops was de- 
layed. The next day was spent by the soldiers in " defacing 
furniture, damaging goods, and breaking open stores." On 
Sunday, March the 17th, the embarkation commenced at an 
early hour, and before night the fleet was harbored in Xantas- 
ket Road. Mr. Brush left in the Elizabeth, and was accompa- 
nied by "William Jackson, who had determined to remain with 
his property, to protect it, if he should be able. 

The situation of the Elizabeth was unpromising in the ex- 
treme. The packages which had been thrown in indiscrimi- 
nately were broken open, and the goods were lying loose in the 
hold from one end of the vessel to the other. Wheat on, the 
temporary captain, and Mr. Brush were continually differing, 
each pretending to the command, and no care had been taken 
to lay in a store of provisions. As soon as General Howe 
arrived at Xantasket, Jackson, who was still there, wrote to 
him, informing him of the service he, sis "a subject," had done 
* k in the detection and discovery of persons concerned in fraudu- 
lently taking away the property of divers merchants," and 
asked to be appointed to take the charge of the cargo on board 
the Elizabeth, then " under the care of Mr. Brush." By the 
advice of Major Sheriff, Jackson repaired to the ship of Admi- 
ral Shuldham in King Road, on board of which General Howe 
had his head-quarters. He was there met by Captain Balfour, 
Howe's aid-de-camp, who begged him to return to the brigan- 
tine, and promised that he would soon follow. Xot long alter, 
Brigadier-General Robertson and Major Grant, the commandant 
of the ooth regiment, visited the Elizabeth, with a party of men, 
in place of Balfour. To them Jackson made known the situation 
of affairs, and informed them that the goods of several persons 
which had been taken, were not to be found on the brigantine. 
By their aid a search was instituted, and the lost property, among 
which was that of Mr. Baldwin, Mas discovered " on board a 
ship called the Peggy." Jackson thereupon agreed to attend 
to the preservation of the cargo of the Elizabeth, and a couplo 
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of men were sent to assist liim in its stowage. Large quantities 
of g< h:»(1s were afterwards removed from the Peggy to t lie Eliza- 
beth, but the property which was hidden under the wheat and 
flour, which formed a part of the cargo of the former vessel, 
was not then discovered. 

On Thursday, the 21st of March, Admiral Slmldham of the 
British fleet, ordered Peter Ramsay, a midshipman on the 
Chatham, to take the captaincy of the Elizabeth. "With him 
Avere sent sailors, together with a sergeant and twelve privates 
of the 4th, or King's Own "Regiment, that the vessel might 
be both navigated and defended. For a few days following, 
the crew were busily engaged in taking in provisions, and 
in making the necessary preparations for the voyage. Ar- 
rangements having been completed, and a number of women 
and children having been taken on board as passengers, the 
Elizabeth set sail for Halifax, Xova Scotia, between the hours 
of three and four, on the afternoon of Friday, the 29th of 
March, under convoy of the British ship-of-war the Niger. On 
Tuesday, the 2d of April, Commodore John Manly in the Han- 
cock, coming up with the brigantine, which had in the mean 
time parted from her convoy, tired a broadside at her. This 
was returned by a volley of small arms from the sergeant's 
party on board the Elizabeth. At this juncture Capt. Daniel 
Waters in the Lee, and Capt. John Ay res in the Lynch, joined 
the Commodore. Escape was now impossible. Between the 
hours of ibur and five in the afternoon the Elizabeth struck her 
colors. Captain Ramsay and all on board were made prison- 
ers, and the brigantine was floated into Tiscataqua river in 
New Hampshire. 

The most important prisoners were on Thursday, the 11th of 
April, brought before the Council of Massachusetts, then in ses- 
sion at Watertown, and examined. Mr. Brush did not deny the 
charges which were adduced against him, and even acknow- 
ledged that he took some articles which were not " >voollens or 
linens ;" but *' this," said he, *' was owing to the owners them- 
selves, who would not inform me which packages contained 
them." The statements made by Captain Ramsay were strictly 
true. "William Jackson declared that he had taken passage in 
the Elizabeth in order to protect his own and Mr. Baldwin's 
property, and that lie had never been acquainted with Mr. 
Brush till he met him at General Howe's quarters. Another 
prisoner, one Edward Keighley, suited that he was a passenger 
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in the Elizabeth when the was taken, and that he had on board 
of her a quantity of goods, which it was his design to carry to 
Halifax and " make the best of.'' lie also asserted that there 
were five persons on the Elizabeth who had been imprisoned 
on account of the share they had taken in plundering the town 
of Boston, and in secreting the booty in the hold of the Peggy. 

On the day following this examination, the " major part of 
the Council" directed the keeper of the jail at Boston to take 
into his custody, Crean Brush, William Jackson, Peter Ramsay, 
Edward Keighley, and .Richard Newton, " lately taken in their 
flight from Boston, in attempting to carry away from thence, 
under the protection of the British fleet, large quantities of 
goods, wares, and merchandizes, the rightful property of the 
inhabitants" of the town of Boston. The first three prisoners 
Mere ordered to be placed "each in an apartment by himself;" 
were denied the use of pen, ink, atid paper, and caudles ; and 
were not permitted to converse with any person unless in the 
presence of the jailer. Mr. Brush was not only subjected to 
these restrictions, but was also handcuffed. Among the papers 
of Brush was found an unfinished letter, which was published 
in Edes's Boston Gazette a few days after its author had been 
imprisoned, in order, as was stated by the editor in his prefatory 
remarks, " that the good people of these colonies may see the 
unwearied attempts of our implacable enemies to enslave them."* 

• Thin letter vu without date or address, and w*» in these words: — 
" Sir : The movement of the troops from Huston to Canada in the only measure 
which assure* success in the reduction of America to due obedience, which, I 
trust, sir, you will remember to have been an observation of mine to you in Feb- 
ruary, 17G5. From the frontiers of that Province, the troops can, with great 
facility, possess the interior fertile country, which forms the great object of Rebel 
resources, and, by throwing the disaffected inhabitants in crowds upon an already 
exhausted and almost barren scn-eoast, and keeping them confined there, they 
ron>t be reduced by famine without a blow, provided a proper fleet is stationed 
on the coast of the Atlatitick. to harass them on that quarter, and prevent foreign 
succours. The rivers, lakes, and streams, connected with, and contiguous to, the 
River St. Lawrence, must be the channels through which this desirable object, is 
to be accomplished — the River Kennebeck, wh;«se source is near that of the River 
Chaudiere, emptying into the St. Jjiwrencc River, a few miles above (jucbeck ; 
the Mago River, which separates the Province of New Hampshire from the Pro. 
yince of Maine ; the River Merrimack, rising about latitude 43' ; the River Con- 
necticut, whose source is in about latitude 4t'j 3 , near the I-ake I>e St. Francois, in 
the River St. Lawrence; Hudson's, Su«npiehaniiah, Delaware, and Ohio Riven", 
with the lakes forming the<c rivers and streams issuing into them. For on the 
bunks of ih.-se lakiv. rivers, und streams, are the fertile lands; and the whole set- 
tlements in the interior parts ure chiefly formed on them. You will be pleased, 
sir, to excuse the liberty I have already taken, and indulge me until 1 lay before 
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A memorial was also found among his papers, addressed tn 
Brigadier-General James Bobertson. In this, he gave a partial 
account of his doings in Boston, and blamed those of the rebels 
who had found fault with his rutiujiism. Referring to these 
unreasonable grumblers, he said : — " Your memorialibt begs 
leave to assure your Honor, that he is fully able to prove that 
his conduct towards them was governed with politeness and 
moderation. True it is, that when attempts were made to en- 
gage his attention in tedious dissertations on Magna C'harta ami 
the rights of British subjects, with intent to retard him in the 
execution of his office, he did interrupt such harangues, and 
with an irony which inflamed their resentment, complimented 
them on their eloquence, which had in town meetings been so 
successful as to throw all America into confusion." But he 
further asserted that remarks like these were always accompa- 
nied by the declaration, that he "was upon business'' which 
he waa " determined to execute without interruption." In 
another memorial intended for General Howe, which seemed 
to be a companion-piece to the above, he employed a similar 
style in his remarks. In one instance only did he turn aside 
from the justiiication of his own acts, in order to commend to 
favor the tour men and their families, who "neglected their 
own concerns to serve government," when he procured their 
assistance in breaking open the shops of Boston. 

you the method I wonM pursue in taking possession of any capital river; which, 
if it furnishes u hint which may facilitate the operations on any other*, 1 should 
esteem myself very happy. The plon I would lay down relates only to the River 
Connecticut — an object of the greutest consequence, as it Conns the granary of 
Massachusetts Bay and Connecticut And I request you may believe, thnt what 
I advance is not founded on mere speculative knowledge, founded on mn|vs, but 
from the actiml experience of many years traversing that river, from its mouth 
to latit ude 45 , where I had nn opportunity of thoroughly inspecting its falls. On 
supposition, therefore, that the body of Regulars on thU expedition consist* of one 
thousaud five hundred men, the like number of Canadians, and one hundred Indi- 
ans, with arms and ammunition, and six small field-pieces, ;hc whole to proceed 
together from Queheck to l„\ke De St. Francois, with about one hundred and fifty 
horses, or more, if possible, and birch canoes sufficient to carry such provisions 
and light baggage as may be necessary : the distance from the Lake De St Fran- 
501a to the source of Connecticut River may be about six days' march ; and in 
tliis the whole difficulty consist*. However, the Canadians, who are good axe- 
men, covered by an advanced party and Indian guides, might cut out such fallen 
timber as may lay across the path, and fill up such gulley* with legs and card* 
as would otherwise obstruct the march of the artillery. Immediately on enter- 
ing the settled townships on Connecticut River, a printed paper, to the purport 
or effect following, might be distributed."— Edcs's IJostou Gazette, April 15. 
1776. 
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One of these four men, John ITill, had been taken when the 
Elizabeth wag captured. On his examination, as no evidence 
was adduced against him, he was dismissed. It was afterwards 
ascertained, in the words of the Council of Massachusetts, that 
when he was first made prisoner, he had on board the brigan- 
tine, in his possession, " chests, trunks, and packages of goods 
and merchandize, to the value of £300 sterling, supposed to 
have been stolen from the distressed inhabitants of the town of 
Boston ;" and that lie had been " an assistant to Crean Brush 
in his late unwarrantable and high-handed thefts and robbe- 
ries." For these reasons, the Council, on the 25th of April, 
issued an order for his re-arrest. Having been taken at Mar- 
blehead, ho was sent by the committee of correspondence of 
that town to Boston. On the 30th of April, he was again 
brought before the Council, and, having been examined by 
Benjamin Chadbonrn, Mr. dishing, and Mr. Sullivan, he was 
sent to " Boston Jail," there to be confined as a prisoner until 
he should appear before the seven justices of the peace of the 
county of Suffolk, " appointed to try associators and abettors 
of the ministerial army." After remaining in prison for a 
month, Hill, on the 4th of June, petitioned for his release, 
alleging as reasons the dying condition of his wife, and the 
Btarving state of his mother and daughter. His request was 
probably granted, for it is well known that crnelty was not a 
characteristic of the conduct of the Americans in the war of 
the revolution. 

In a letter to the Council of Massachusetts, dated the 10th 
of June, William Jackson, another of the prisoners, asserted 
that he had not been " in any shape concerned with Brush," 
and agreed to prove his words by an appeal to that individual. 
In consequence of this letter, Jackson was again brought before 
the Council, on the 13th, and was re-examined. At the ch>se 
of the interview, he drew up a detailed account of the part 
he had taken in the scenes which had been lately enacted in 
Boston, in which he represented himself as a succorer of those 
who had suffered by the vindictiveness of Mr. Brush. In 
proof of his innocence, he presented six certificates from Bos- 
ton gentlemen. Two of these were signed by John Scollav 
and Samuel Austin. On the 13th of July following, he was 
still in jail, subject to the restrictions which had been placed 
upon him. three months previous. When the subject of the. 
capture of the Elizabeth was discussed in Congress, a few 
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months later, the conduct of William Jackson and of his 
brother James was spoken of without reprobation, and in such 
a manner us would lead to the conclusion that the former was 
not at that time in continement. 

The cargo of the Elizabeth, though varied in its character, 
was very valuable. Its worth was stated by William Jackson 
at £20,000 sterling, ami the Boston newspapers raised these 
figures to sterling. Regarding the vessel and its lading 

as a lawful prize, the captors expected their full quota of the 
net proceeds. On the other hand, the owners of the brigantine 
and her cargo laid claim to their respective property. Joshua 
Wentworth, of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, appeared in 
behalf of the captors, and John Lowell, of Newburyport, Mas- 
sachusetts, for the claimants. The latter gentleman obtained 
from the office of the secretary of Massachusetts, the papers 
which had been taken from Brush, in order that he might 
prove by them the ownership of the vessel and cargo. Samuel 
Austin, John Bowc, ('apt. S. Partridge, ('apt. Samuel Dash- 
wood, and John Scollay, the merchants whose stores had been 
most thoroughly plundered, presented a petition to Congress on 
the 21st of May, desiring that particular attention might be 
given to their situation. Wentworth, meantime, fully aware 
of the peculiar difficulties of the case he had undertaken, wrote 
to Stephen Moylan for advice. On the 21st of August, Went- 
worth, in behalf "as well of the United States of America, as 
of John Manly, Daniel Waters, and John Ay res, commanders; 
and the officers, marines, and mariners, of the three armed ves- 
sels. Hancock. Lee, and Lynch,' 1 exhibited a libel before Joshua 
Braekett, judge of the court maritime of New Hampshire, 
u against the brigantine Elizabeth, commanded by Peter Kam- 
eay ; and her cargo; and Kichard Hart, of Portsmouth, in 
New Hampshire, owner of the said brigantine ; and William 
Jackson and others, of Pioston, in the state of Massachusetts- 
Pay, owners of sundry goods and merchandize on board 
of her." The merits of the ease having been set forth by 
counsel, the judge decided that the brigantine and so much 
of her cargo as was claimed, should be restored to the respec- 
tive claimants, and that the claimants should recover their legal 
costs of court. 

From this sentence, Wentworth appealed to Congress. His 
appeal was read on the 12th of September, and on the .»th of 
the same month, the Boston sutfercrs petitioned Congress to 
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hear and determine the appeal. The subject M as committed to 
the consideration ot* Robert Treat Paine, Samuel Huntington, 
Thomas Stone, George Wythe, and Richard Smith, with full 
I>o\vers to hear and determine. On the 14th of October, they 
gave in their report to Congress, which was agreed to. By it, 
they declared that the Elizabeth, " not being an armed or a 
transport vessel employed in the present war against the United 
States, nor carrying provisions, or other necessaries, to the 
British army or navy, within any ot* the United colonies," could 
not be forfeited. But they further decided, that the owners of 
the hrigantinc and cargo — who, probably, u would have lost 
their whole property," had not Manly and his colleagues inter- 
fered — ought to make a reasonable satisfaction to the re-captors. 
On these grounds, the sentence of the court was found errone- 
ous, and was ordered to be " reversed and annulled." In place 
of it, the court maritime was directed to restore the Elizabeth 
and such parts of her cargo as had been previously claimed, to 
the respective claimants, upon their paying to the United 
States and the re-captors, one twelfth part of the value claimed. 
As to the rest of the cargo, it was decided that it should be 
Fold, and that the proceeds, " after deducting the like propor- 
tion and for the same nses," should be retained for the persons 
who should hereafter prove their right to the same. Liberty 
was also given to the appellants, to recover against the claim- 
ants, their costs as well in the court maritime as in the prosecu- 
tion of their appeal at Philadelphia; and in this shape the 
cause was sent back, that the sentence of Congress might be 
carried into execution. By a resolution which followed the 
adoption of this report, Congress, as an act of charity, released 
that part of the twelfth, which, in lieu of salvage 1 , had been 
adjudged to the United States, and restored it to the owners of 
the goods with which the Elizabeth had been freighted.* 

Meantime Brush remained a close prisoner in the jail at 
Boston. His habits, it is stated, were not at this period of the 
most temperate nature, and there is a tradition that he would 
often beguile his leisure hours bv an undue indulgence in 
strong liquors. In the month of January, 1777, his wife ar- 
rived at Boston, and there remained during the rest of that 

• MS. Rcrolulion Council Papers, in office S<»e. Stute Mnw., 1775. 1776, i. 810, 
Sil ; 1776. li. 53, 54, 78-'.»5. American Archive*, Fourth Scries, vol. v. coK 
177. W.4, K.«s, 1204. ViV\ 1701 ; vol. vi. col. «S1. Connecticut Courunt, April 
2'Mt, 1770. Journals Am. Congresa, i. 31", 47 1, 502, 507, 015- 017. 
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year. By a paragraph in the New York Gazette of August 
25th, 1777, chronicling the arrival in that city of Michael 
Jailer, previously a prisoner at Boston, it appears that Brush 
had been lately trie<l on three indictments found against him 
by the grand jury of Massachusetts, on account of his partici- 
pation in the plundering of Boston, and had been " honorably 
acquitted." Whether this statement was true or false, one 
thing is certain, that his acquittal did not procure his release. 
This was effected in a manner far different. On "Wednesday, 
the 5th of .November following, Mrs. Brush, as was her custom, 
visited her husband in his cell, and remained with him several 
hours. The time for locking up the prisoners for the night 
having come, she was requested to terminate her visit. As 
the turnkey stood at the door, waiting for her appearance, a 
tall figure in woman's garb passed out of the cell, walked with 
deliberation to the outer door, and disappeared in the dark- 
ness. The turnkey threw the bolt forward to its place, little 
imagining, as was the case, that Mr. Brush had escaped in his 
wife's clothing, and reported all the prisoners secure for the 
night. On the next morning, when he shoved up the slide 
which closed the loophole through which food was passed, no 
response was given to his summons, and no hand appeared to 
take the proffered breakfast. Having called several times, 
Mrs. Brush, >vho was the sole occupant of the cell, at length 
replied, '* I am not Mr. Brush's keeper," but refused to give 
any information concerning her husband. 

Immediately on escaping, Mr. Brush set out for New York, 
having been furnished by his wife with the means of accom- 
plishing the journey, and with a horse, which he found tied at a 
place she had designated. On Sunday, the 16th of November, 
he reached the place of his destination, and the arrival of the 
man who for " upwards of nineteen months" had been " a pri- 
soner in Boston Gaol," was duly noticed in the next day's ga- 
zette.* Mr. Brush now directed his efforts to the recovery of 
his property, and especmlly of his lands on the New Hamp- 
shire Grants. Owing to his previous acts and character, and 
to the hatred towards Tories, which the condition of New York 
at that time did not fend to lessen, he made but little progress 
in his endeavors, and became dispirited. Nor did he succeed 
any better in an attempt which he made to obtain from the 
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c .-»mninndor of the British forces in that city redress tor the 
injuries lie had received, and compensation for the losses he 
hud sustained on hehalf of the King. Goaded by the scorpion 
whips of remorse ; too proud to strive to redeem the erroi-s of 
Liu past life by living honorably in the future ; unable to en- 
dure, longer, 

" the whips and aeorna of time, 

the kw'e delay, 

The insolence of office ;" 

making but little account of the dread responsibility incurred 
by him who cares not that the Everlasting has fixed 

Ilia canon 'goinrt uclf-aUughter ; M 

lie chose to exchange the miseries of the present for the uncer- 
tainties of eternity, and to rush uncalled into the presence of 
his Maker. On a cold morning in the following spring, he 
stood alone in his chamber, the shadow of black years behind 
him, and the gloomier darkness of an impenetrable future be- 
fore. There was little in the room to cheer a soul like his. 
The tire had died on the hearth, and the white ashes and the 
half-consumed brand were fit emblems of the seared heart 
which was sepulchred in his bosom. The frost had gathered 
on the soiled and weather-stained windows, and the light which 
struggled through them seemed to have lost its strength in the 
efibrt and left nothing but its dimness as the evidence of its 
presence. The answer which but a few hours before the Bri- 
tish commander had made him, when lie spoke of his suffer- 
ings — the answer, " Your conduct merited them, and more," 
was still sounding in his ears. A report, as of lire-arms, drew 
the attention of curious people to the building whence the 
noise proceeded. Mr. Brush was found upon the floor — wel- 
tering in blood — a pistol in his hand— a bullet-hole in his head — 
his brains besmearing the walls of the apartment — dead.* 

* A traditional nccomit of this occurrence i* ( that he cut hi* throat with a 
razor in a lawyer'* office which he w:<» accuatomeil to frequent, while the lawyer 
had pone out to get mime fiul for the purpose of making a fire. In a litwtoa 
I«per of that time is recorded the following paragraph, which supports the ntutd« 
mcnt of the tcx' : — 

" from New York, we learn that the notorious CJtEAX IUtt'SH (who w;ts 
>ome Time «iiue released from Confinement in this Town) after hia Arrival in tlmt 

40 



Digitized by Google 



C26 



HISTOBY OF EASTKRN YKRMONT. 



A few months previous to this occurrence, his wife had asked 
leave of the Council of Massachusetts to go to Rhode Island. 
On the 7th of Januury, 1778, her request was granted. Liberty 
was given her to proceed to Providence, and I hence, provided 
Major General Spencer ''should indulge her with a flag," to 
Newport. At the same time the commissary of prisoners waa 
directed to see that she carried with her no papers or letters 
detrimental to the United States. 

By the will of Mr. Brush, which was dated "in Boston 
Gaol,'' the " Eighteenth Day of October in the year of our 
Lord, 1777, and in the eighteenth year of his Majesty's Reign," 
his whole property, after the payment of his debts, was given 
to his wife during her widowhood. In case of her re-marriage, 
she was to receive one-third of the estate, and the remaining 
two-thirds were to be divided equally between his daughter, 
Elizabeth Martha, and his step-daughter, Frances. On the 
death of Mrs. Brush, her share was to descend to the first 
named daughter. Provision was made for other contingencies, 
and in the event of the death of his wife and daughters, his 
whole estate was to be divided between his " sister Rebecca, 
the wife of the Reverend Doctor Clarke of the county of Down 
in the Kingdom of Ireland," and his cousins John Brush, mer- 
chant and planter, of the island of Tobago, and Richard Brush, 
merchant, of the island of Madeira. Of this will, his wife waa 
nominated executrix, and his friends Goldsbrow Banyar, John 
Church, and Simeon Olcott, executors. It was proved before 
Cary Ludlow, the surrogate of the city and county of New 
York, on the 14th of April, 1778, and at the same time, Mrs. 
Brush qualified as executrix. Mr. Brush owned, it is supposed, 
about !i 5,000 acres of laud in tho province of New York pro- 
per, and a little less than that amount on the New Hampshire 
Grants, but his heirs were able to obtain possession only of a 
very small jMirtion of this part of his estate.* 

In accordance with the advice of Ira Allen, tho Council of 
Safety of Vermont appointed commissioners of sequestration 

Loyal City, applied to the Commander there, for a Consideration of the Insnlta 
and, as he lold the Story, the many I/oases Ac. he met while here, when he re- 
ceived for Answer ' Your Conduct merited them, and more,' which so enraged 
him that he retired to his Chamber, where, with a Pistol, he besmeared the Hoora 
with his Brains."— The Independent Chronicle and Universal Advertiser, Than, 
dav, May 21, 1778. 
• Will of Craw Bru*h. 
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on tlic 28th of July, 1777, and gave them power " to seize all 
lands, tenements, goods and chattels of any person or persons" 
in the state who had " repaired to the enemy," and to apply 
the revenue arising from the sale of the personal and the leasing 
of the real property, to the maintenance of the state. Inter- 
preting this order with a meaning of which it was in no way 
susceptible, private individuals seized upon the doomed pro- 
perty, and appropriated it to their own use. As an instance 
of this easy method of transfer, it will be sufficient to refer to 
the conduct of Leonard Spaulding, of Duminerston, who, on 
the 4th of February, 1778, by virtue of the order of confisca- 
tion, took possession of k< Timothy Lovell's wood-farm" in 
Rockingham, the ''Governor's meadow" at West minster, and 
two lots and a barn in the latter place, the property of Crean 
Brush. On the 30th of March, 1778, he also seized upon the 
" Dawes place" in Putney, which had formerly belonged to 
Mr. Brush.* 

Owing to the confusion incident to the war, and to the forma- 
tion of Vermont as a separate government, much of the reve- 
nue arising from the estates of Tories found other channels than 
those which led to the treasury of the state. But with the par- 
tial restoration of order, the abuses which had obtained in this 
particular were not unheeded. By an order of the Council, 
dated June 17th, 1778, the estate of Crean Brush was taken 
from the hands of the commissioners of sequestration, and was 
given in charge to Nathaniel Kobinson aud others, with autho- 
rity to lease it, and pay the proceeds to the state. By another 
order, emanating from the same authority, dated June 18th, 
1778, Paul Spooner was apj>ointed a commissioner to receive 
from " John Church, Es<p\, of Charlestown and the widow Mary 
Bellows of "Walpole," u divers books and other effects, formerly 
the property of Crean Brush and others, now with the enemies 
of the United States of America," and to " make due returns 
of his doings" at the next session of the General Assembly, to 
be holden at "Windsor on the second Thursday of the following 
October. For the purpose of protecting the state from the 
influence of its foes, an act was passed by the General Assem- 
bly in February, 177!*, forbid ling the return of all inimical 
persons, under the penalty of being " whipped on the naked 
back, not more than forty noi less than twenty stripes." Any 
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one who should continue in the state a month, or who should 
again return after a first conviction, was to suffer death, und 
the crime of" harboring an enemy M as made punishable by a 
fine of £500. In a list accompanying this act, containing the 
names of one hundred and twenty-eight persons, to win mi its 
provisions were especially applicable, the name of Crean Brush, 
of Westminster, although he had been dead already a year, 
was included.* 

It is impossible, at this distance of time, to ascertain the 
names of those who became the owners, by purchase, seizure, 
or otherwise, of the property of this unfortunate loyalist. The 
following data may not, however, prove uninteresting to persons 
residing in those localities where the old method of designating 
lands is understood. Of the real estate of Crean Brush situated 
in Westminster, and comprising, among other items, five thou- 
sand or six thousand acres of land, Stephen 11. Bradley pur- 
chased of Thomas Chandler, commissioner, house lot number 
f>8, on the 10th of September, 1770. The General Assembly 
(piit-elaimed to William Crook, by a resolution dated October 
22d, 1770, "all right and title to a certain mill place," coin- 
prising about two acres in lot number S of the fifth range. 
William Hyde bought, on the 20th of June, 1780, lot number 
f» in the fifth range of one hundred acre lots. Lot number 2 in 
the fourth range, containing one hundred acres, was purchased 
by Nathan l'isk on the 24th of June. 1780. William Crook 
bought of Thomas Chandler, on the 3d of October, 1780, lots 
numbers 0 and 10 in the third range of eighty acre lots. The 
library and furniture of Mr. Brush were scattered among the 
households of the neighborhood in which he resided. Books, 
bearing on ihcir fly leaves his name, in the round, full auto- 
graph, which he had acquired while serving in the office of the 
deputy secretary of the province of New York, are still to be 
found in some of the houses which border the Connecticut, and 
the old clock, whose strokes fell on the ear of the jovial Tory, 
at midnight oftener than at morning, is still preserved, and con- 
tinues to mark with accuracy the fleeting hours, as it has done 
for the last hundred years. f 

After her second bereavement, it is not known how long 
Mrs. Brush remained a widow. In 1783 she was the wife of 

• Vermont Coum il Roconls. Vt. Laws, February, 1779, p. 'ri. Blade"* Vt. 
State Papers, pp. S36. 

f Vari.uiht MS. Memormiiln in office Sw. State X. T. 
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Patrick Willi,* and, with her husband, resided in New York 
city. They afterwards removed to "Westminster, at which 
place she spent the remainder of her life. In the will of Crean 
Brush, his step-daughter, France?, is referred to as the wife of 
Captain Buchanan. On the marriage of her mother with Pa- 
trick Wall, one-third of the estate of her step-father came into 
her possession, by virtue of the will, whoso main provisions 
have been already cited. When Mrs. Wall came to reside at 
Westminster, Mrs. Buchanan, then a widow, accompanied her. 
She was a dashing woman, and early attracted the attention of 
the quiet town's-people, to whom a bearing as imperious as that 
which she exhibited was wholly new. During some one of his 
frequent visits to Westminster, (Jen. Ethan Allen, at that time a 
widower, formed an acquaintance with Mrs. Buchanan, which 
subsequently ripened into a warm, but, for a time, singularly inter- 

* Though a tailor by occupation, Patrick Wall vu a man of education, kind 
in disposition, courteous in manners, and, as John Kelly declared of hint, one who 
knew " a good deal <>f the world." lie was an Irishman by birth, but at the time 
of the revolution, wax practising hi* eraft in Boston. Dig situation during a por 
tiun of that period may be inferred from the annexed petition : — 

"To the Honorable the Council of the rotate of Massachusetts Bay. 

" The Petition of Patrick Wall of Boston, Taylor, Humbly shewcth — 

"That your Petitioner is in very great distress, as he cannot find business suf- 
ficient support himself and family, and having already exhausted his whole 
substance for his subsistence hitherto, hath the melancholy pro*|»ect of an ap- 
proaching winter, wherein he must inevitably suffer the utmost hardships from 
his incapacity to procure the common necessaries of life. 

" That your Petitioner in addition to the calamities which threaten him with 
extreme jwiverty and distress, hath ninny months been afflicted with violent pains 
in his limbs and for want of proper exercise finds himself fulling into a dro|>sical 
habit of body. 

"That in order to avoid the gloomy prospect with which he is surroumlcd, 
your petitioner, as the only means which promises relief, is willing and desirous 
of taking a passage for New York, being advised that the voyage thither would 
tend towards his finding means of getting a passage home to his native country, 
and laying his Itoncs amongst those of his fathers. 

" Your Petitioner therefore humbly prays that your Honours in tender con 
siileration of the premises, may be favourably pleased to pass an order permitting 
your Petitioner to depart with his family for New York in the next cartel bound 
to that place. 

' Boston, 29 ftept'r, 1777." 

His request was granted by an order of the Council, and the commissary of 
prisoners was directed to examine all the letters, papers, etc, which he and his 
family might desire to take with them. Subsequent events proved that he did 
not long entertain the idea of " laying J» * hone* amongst thoso of his fathers." 
After his marringe with the widow Brudi. his worldly prospects assumed a mora 
cheerful nspeet. At her death, he married Kliznbcth lit win, of Westminster, on 
t lie 7th of January, 1812. 
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mittcnt friendship. Pleased with the originality of his views and 
conversation; flattered at her own ability to arrest the attention 
of a man whom all feared, but whom few loved ; and imagining 
that she should find more sympathy in the companionship of 
his strong, active nature, than in the society of those by whom 
she was surrounded, Mrs. Buchanan found herself, on some 
occasions, irresistibly attracted towards him. At other times, 
his rough manners would render him equally repulsive to her. 
Aware of the feelings with which she regarded the Gene- 
ral, and hoping to induce her to effect an alliance with a 
man whose boundless ambition was at all times apparent, save 
when overshadowed by passions as violent as they were un re- 
buked, John ^Norton, the tavern keeper at Westminster, and a 
man of considerable note, said to her one day, in a familiar 
manner, " Fanny, if you marry General Allen, you will be the 
queen of a new state !" " Yes," she replied, turning upon him 
a look which accorded well with her words, " if I should marry 
the devil, I would be the queen of hell !" 

The character of Mrs. Buchanan must not, however, be judged 
by an expression extorted in a iwment of passion. By one who 
knew her well, she is said to have been a fascinating woman ; 
endowed with an ease of manner, which she had acquired from 
intercourse with the polite society of that day, in which she had 
been brought up; possessed of a refined taste and many accom- 
plishments; and, on most occasions, soft and gentle in her ways 
and speech. The aversion with which she occasionally regard- 
ed General Allen, disappeared, at length, in the stronger admir- 
ation which she entertained for him, and she consented to 
become his wife. The circumstances attendant upon their 
marriage, which occurred previous to the year 17S4, were novel, 
and fully characteristic of the man who cared but little either 
for "forms of government " or for the social customs of life. 

Soon after the removal of General Stephen K. Bradley to 
Westminster, he erected a convenient dwelling for himself and 
family on the flat, north of the spot where the old Court-house 
formerly stood. During the sessions of the Supreme court, the 
judges usually boarded with him. At this period, Mrs. Wall 
and her daughter Mrs. Buchanan, occupied rexuns in the house, 
and General Allen was a frequent visitor. One morning, while 
General Bradley and the judges were at breakfast, General 
Allen, with his sleigh, horses, and driver, appeared at the gate, 
and, on coming into the room, was invited to partake. He an- 
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swcrod, that he had breakfasted at Norton's, and would, while 
they were engaged, step into Mrs. Wall's apartments and sco 
the ladies. Entering without ceremony, he found Mrs. Bucha- 
nan in a morning-gown, standing on a chair, and arranging some 
articles on the upper shelves of a china closet. After recogniz- 
ing her informal visitor, Mrs. Buchanan raised up a cracked 
decanter, and calling General Allen's attention to it, accompa- 
nied the exhibition with a playful remark. The General laughed 
at the sally, and after some little chat, said to her, " If we are 
to be married, now is the time, for I am on my way to Arling- 
ton." "Very well," she replied, descending from the chair, 
" but give me time to put on my Joseph." 

Meanwhile, the judges and their host, having finished their 
breakfast, were smoking their long pipes. While thus engaged 
the couple came in, and General Allen, walking up to his old 
friend Chief Justice Moses Robinson, addressed him as follows :— 
" Judge Robinson, this young woman and myself have concluded 
to marry each other, and to have you perform the ceremony." 
"When?" said the Judge, somewhat surprised. "Now!" re- 
plied Allen. "For myself," he continued, "I have no great 
opinion of such formality, and from what I can discover, sho 
thinks as little of it as I do. But as a decent respect for the 
opinions of mankind scents to require it, you will proceed." 
"General," said the Judge, " this is an important matter, and 
have you given it a serious consideration ?" " Certainly," re- 
plied Allen, " but," glancing at Mrs. Buchanan, " I do not 
think it requires much consideration." The ceremony then pro- 
ceeded, until the Judge inquired of Ethan whether he promised 
to live with Frances " agreeable to the law of God." " Stop ! 
stop!" cried Allen at this point. Then pausing, and looking 
out of the window, the pantheist exclaimed, "The law of God 
as written in the great book of Nature ? Yes ! Go on !" The 
Judge continued, and when lie had finished, the trunk and guitar- 
case of Mrs. Allen were placed in the sleigh, the parties took 
their leave and were at once driven off to the General's home. 
Thus did the step-daughter of Crean Brush become the wife of 
the man for whose apprehension Governor Tryon, at the insti- 
gation of Brush, had on the 9th of March, 1774, offered a reward 
of .€100. The children by this marriage were Frances, Hanni- 
bal, and Ethan. General Allen died on the 12th of February 
17S'«>, and his widow subsequently became tho wife of Dr. 
Jabez l'enniman of Burlington. 
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Elizabeth Martha, the only child of Crean Brush, was ahout 
nineteen year.-* old at the time of her father's death. At the ago 
of twenty-two, she married Thomas Norman of Drogheda, Ire- 
land, by whom she had four children, Henry M., Eliza, John 
E., and Forbes. By the will of her father she was heir to one- 
third part of his estate. Having purchased of Mrs. Penniman and 
of Mrs. Wall their respective thirds, and taken from them quit- 
claim deeds duly executed and acknowledged, she became enti- 
tled to the whole property. In the year 1795 her husband, who 
resided with her in Ireland, constituted her his attorney, and 
with this power she soon after came to America, and immedi- 
ately took measures to recover the property to which she had 
become entitled. At "Westminster, when; she had fixed her 
abode, she was afterwards joined by her husband, and at that 
place they lived until the time of their removal to Caldwell, at 
the south end of Lake George, where Mr. Norman died in the 
year 1*14. Mrs. Norman was a lady of fine manners, dignified 
deportment, and was, in every respect, an ornament to her sex. 
She enjoyed in early life the advantages of a good education, 
and never failed to receive that regard and attention to which 
her merits entitled her. 

To what extent she succeeded in obtaining possession of the 
estate left by her father, is not known. In addition to the lands 
which he had held in New York and Vermont, he had owned 
also farms in "Walpole, "Westmoreland, Hinsdale, and Winches- 
ter; but according to John Kelly, Mrs. Norman's lawyer, she 
was prevented bv "the manoeuvres of the Burt familv of Wal- 
pole" from obtaining full possession of Iter landed property in 
these New Hampshire- towns. By a letter from Mr. Kelly to 
Mrs. Norman, dated the 9th of June, 1795, it appears that all 
the lands which Mr. Brush had held in Vermont, under tho 
New York title, were at that time deemed, as they afterwards 
proved to be, "irrecoverably lost." Mr. Kelly also stated that, 
in many instances, the citizens of Vermont had possessed them- 
selves of Mr. Brush's lands during the war, and had since "held 
them by main force and strength that some of his farms in 
that state had been sold as confiscated ; but that " the resolution 
of the Governor ami Council of Vermont, under which they 
were so sold," did not pass until two years after Mr. Brush's 
death. Keferring in another place to this resolution, he con- 
demned it in the plainest terms, declaring "the attempt to con- 
fiscate a dead man's estate" as an act "superlatively wicked." 
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It is believed that Mr. Brush's property, situated in the state 
of New York proper, was never confiscated. Even if tins M ere 
so, it does not appear that Mrs. Norman ever realized her ex- 
pectations in the estato of her father. When on the 23d c»f 
April, 1799, the sum of $30,000 which Vermont had paid to 
New York, was divided among the claimants who had held 
lands on the 44 Grants," under charters from the latter state, 
Mrs. Norman made application for her portion, but obtained 
8718.60 only, a sum which bore no proportion to the real value 
of the possessions of her father in Vermont. Tho portrait of 
Crean Brush, from which the engraving given at the beginning 
of this sketch is taken, has for many years been preserved in 
the family of Mr. Henry M. Norman, who resides at Caldwell, 
and of whom several of tho facta relative to his grandfather, 
previously mentioned, havo beon obtained.* 



THOMAS CHANDLER. 

Amono those who 
boro an active part 
as pioneers in tho 
early settlement of 
Vermont, but few 
endured as many 
hardships, and overcamo as many of tho difficulties of the wil- 
derness, as Thomas Chandler. He was the 6on of John Chan- 
dler ; was born at Woodstock, Connecticut, on the 23d of July, 
1709 ; and was married to Elizabeth Eliot, on the 23d of No- 
vember, 1732. At the close of the French war, when many 
of the inhabitants of Massachusetts and Connecticut were turn- 
ing their attention to the rich lands lying between Lake Cham- 
plain and New Hampshire, Mr. Chandler did not remain unob- 
servant. It is probable that ho resided, during a portion of the 
time between the years 1761 and 1763, at Walpole, New Hamp- 
shire, for his name is found recorded at that period, as a select- 
man of that town. In the year 1763, he removed to New Flam- 
gtcad, the name by which Chester was then known, being 

* letter from Hon. W. C. Bradley. d«t«d February 27th, 1857. Letters from 
Jobn Kelly to Mrs. Norman. Doc. Hist. K. Y., iv. 1024, 1025. 
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accompanied by his two song John, and Thomas, Jr.* At a 
meeting of the proprietors of the town, held at Worcester, Mas- 
sachusetts, on the 8th of March, in the year last mentioned, Mr. 
Chandler was chosen moderator. At " a meeting warned to 
he held at the dwelling house of William Warner," in New 
Flamstead, on the 12th of March, 1765, he was again chosen 
moderator. This was the last meeting held under the New 
Hampshire charter. For the better protection of the domains 
west of Connecticut river, which had lately been declared 
within the province of New York, the limits of Albany county 
were so extended as to include them ; additional justices of the 
peace for this wide-spread bailiwick were appointed ; and, on 
the 2oth of January, 1766, Mr. Chandler received a dedimm 
jx>textatem commission, empowering him to administer oaths 
of office. It is probable that he was, at the same time, made 
a justice of the peace and of the quorum, for at a meeting held 
at Springfield on the 27th of February, 1766, he and others 
were present in that capacity, to appoint constables for a num- 
ber of the then sparsely settled towns in that region. It appears 
that there was a military organization on the u Grants" at this 
period, for on the latter occasion, Simon Stevens received the 
commission of a captain in the " eighth company of foot in the re- 
giment of militia for which Thomas Chandler Esquire is Colonel." 

On the 16th of July, 1766, Mr. Chandler was appointed first 
judge of the Inferior court of Common Pleas of Cumberland 
county, a justice of the peace, and surrogate of the county. 
He* also received a dedimus potettalcm commission on the day 
following. For the purpose of securing the title of the hinds in 
the town of his residence, he obtained a charter from New 
York for himself and thirty-six others, in which the name Ches- 
ter was substituted for New Flamstead. The patent of the 
county was issued on the 3d of July, 1766. The charter of 
Chester was granted on the 14th of July, 1766. Mr. Chandler 
received his appointments a few days later. The first town 
meeting under the new charter was held on the first Monday 
in June, 1767. Though the officers were regularly chosen on 
this occasion, and on other similar occasions for a number of 
years following, yet their names were not recorded until the 

* The Chandler family were Bottled in Chester previous to the 2«th of Decem- 
ber, 170M, for on that day Thomas Chester Chandler, a grand-eon of Thomas 
Chandler, wua born in Hint town. The birth of this child was the first that took 
place in Chester. 
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19th of May, 1772, when, at a meeting held in the Court house, 
Colonel Chandler was chosen moderator, supervisor, and town 
clerk. The latter office ho continued to hold until the 3d of 
March, 1777. When the county was re-organized by a direct 
act of the Crown, in 1768, he was again chosen on the 7th of 
April, in that year, to all the positions he had held under tho 
old regime. Four years later, on the 14th of April, 1772, ho 
was re-appointed to all the offices he had before tilled, with the 
exception of the surrogateship, and the office created by the 
writ of dtdimm poUHtatan, as before explained. 

Of the actual opinions entertained by Colonel Chandler at 
the time of the u AVcstminstcr Massacre," it is difficult to form 
a correct estimate. He had acted as moderator at many of the 
town meetings which had been held in Chester, during the six 
months previous to this occurrence, and when the conduct of 
(ireat Uritain in oppressing her colonies was under discussion, 
and when the people resolved to "joyn with their Fellow 
American Subjects in opposing in all Lawfull ways, every in- 
croachment on their Natural Rights," had shown no opposition 
to the measure. He also declared publicly, a few days before 
the affray, that he believed " it would be for the good of the 
county not to have any court as things were," and evinced a 
conciliatory spirit towards those who favored violent and deci- 
sive measures. After he had consulted with his associate, 
Judge Sabin, a man who deemed it his duty to uphold tho 
laws, let the cost be what it might, it is probable that his views 
were changed ; for, when asked a few hours previous to tho 
commencement of the fight, whether he and Sabin would con- 
sult with the Whigs as to the expediency of holding the session, 
he replied that the judges were willing to give redress in a legal 
manner, but could enter into no discussion as to " whether his 
Majesty's business should be done or not." Sabine, in "The 
American Loyalists," referring to Judge Chandler's behavior 
on this occasion, remarks : — " He appears to have conducted 
with prudence, and to have used his exertions to prevent the 
melancholy consequences which resulted from the unwise pro- 
ceedings of other adherents of the Crown." Although he was 
afterwards imprisoned in the Court-house, yet his confinement 
did not last but two or three days, and it does not appear that 
he was ever tried, although ho gave bonds at the time of his 
release to appear and take his trial at such time >is should bo 
appointed. 
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Other views have, however, been entertained respecting 
Chandler's real intentions. It was the remark of an old man, 
who in his boyhood had often seen him, that " lie was not 
deemed a right honest man, and was supposed by many to have 
forwarded the scrape." In that highly entertaining and instruc- 
tive novel, called ''The Hangers; or the Tory's Daughter," the 
Hon. Daniel P. Thompson has also painted the sycophancy of 
Colonel Chandler, in colors which do not increase the brilliancy 
of his reputation. The most plausible account which can be 
given of his conduct, as derived from a thorough examination 
of the facts, appears to be this, lie was a man who, although 
attached to the Crown from which he derived his authority, 
was unwilling that the people, whose welfare he desired espe- 
cially to consult, should suffer. lie wished, as a loyal officer, 
that the court should convene; was willing in his judicial capa- 
city to listen to the demands of the people ; and announced 
himself ready to assist in removing the grievances of which 
they complained. Being withheld by Judge Sabin — whose 
fidelity to the King was greater than his love for the people — 
from the course of action to which views like these would havo 
prompted him, he determined to remain with his associate, and 
bear the indignation of the populace. This he did, there is 
hardlv room to doubt, with all the dignitv becoming his sta- 
tion. He suffered confinement with his friends, and after his 
release, when popular clamor had in a measure subsided, and 
an opportunity had been given him for reflection, decided in 
favor of those who had determined to cut loose from Great 
Britain, and ever after was a zealous supporter of the American 
cause. lie was often exposed to the opprobrious remarks of 
those who remembered him as associated with the Court party 
during the struggle of the 13th of March, and his connection 
with that side was not unfrequcntly cited as a reason why he 
could not be a hearty upholder of democratic or republican 
principles. Yet, in the face of prejudice so bitter, and calumny 
so offensive, Colonel Chandler, firmly attached to the cause ho 
had espoused, toiled, for a time at least, earnestly and faith- 
fully in its behalf. 

Owing to causes which cannot now be ascertained, he became 
impoverished in his old age, and continued so until his death. 
At the session of the Legislature, held in October, 178-i, he pre- 
sented a petition to the General Assembly, in which he cx- 
pre-x'.l his willingness to deliver up the whole of his estate to 
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his creditors, in good faith, in order to satisfy the executions 
which had been issued against him, and prayed, in view of his 
"advanced age and infirmities," for the passage of an act by 
which his creditors might be enabled to divide his property 
among them, and he be relieved " from the fears of going into 
a lonesome prison." In answer to this request, he was ordered 
to cite his creditors, and require them to show cause why the 
petition should not be granted. Ilis pecuniary embarrassments, 
" brought about" as Mr. Thompson declares, " by a long course 
of secret fraud in selling wild lands to which he had no titles," 
placed him finally entirely at the mercy of his creditors, who 
threw him into jail at Westminster. By a statute law of the 
state, a creditor was at this period bonnd to provide for the sup- 
port of an insolvent debtor, whom he had imprisoned for debt, 
in case the debtor should make oath to his utter inability to dis- 
charge such debt. Maintained by his creditors, Chandler con- 
tinued in prison during a portion of the spring and summer of 
1 785. In the month of June, of that year, the General Assem- 
bly re-considered the petition which he had presented at the 
last session, and passed an act " to enable Thomas Chandler of 
Chester, in the county of Windsor, Esqr., who now stands com- 
mitted a prisoner in the common gaol at Westminster, in the 
county of Windham, to deliver up all his estate, real and per- 
sonal, to his creditors, bona fde, and to discharge the said 
Thomas from his imprisonment." 

The terms on which his release was to be effected were 
peculiarly stringent, but Providence had determined to relieve 
him, not only from the miseries of a jail but from the vexations 
of his fleshly prison. The act was passed on the 10th of June, 
178o. On the 20th of the same month he died in the jail at 
Westminster. Owing to a foolish and unnatural belief which 
then prevailed concerning the inhumation of the body of an 
imprisoned debtor, the remains of Judge Chandler were buried 
privately, and without the ceremony of a funeral. In one cor- 
ner of the " old Westminster churchyard," next to the high- 
way, was to be seen until within a few years, the stump of a 
tree which marked the locality of his strangely constructed 
grave. Whatever his faults may have been, he deserves to bo 
remembered as one of the earliest and most influential of the 
settlers of Eastern Vermont.* 

• Commissions. Demirig's Catalogue, pntrnhn. MS. Letters. Thompson'* Vi , 
Putt III p. r,x The Uanger<; or the Tory's. Daughter, i. 99. Journil- Hen. A«. 
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John, the first son of Thomas Chandler, was born at "Wood- 
stock, Connecticut, on the 4th of March, 173$, O.S. (March 
15th, 1737, N.S.), and was married to Elizabeth Painter on the 
4th of May, 1758. lie removed with his father to Chester in 
the year 1703, and aided in the early establishment of that 
town. Under a commission from New York, he was author- 
ized to administer the necessary oaths to all persons who 
should receivo office in Cumberland county. This post he held 
from July 17th, 1766, to April 14th, 1772. During the same 
period he served as an assistant justice of the Inferior court of 
Common Pleas and as. a justice of the peace, lie also held the 
office of county clerk from July 16th, 1700, to February 25th, 
1772, when he was removed for misconduct. Of his future 
career very little is known.* 



of September, 1740, O.S., and was married to Sarah Lord on 
the 21st of July, 1703. At an adjourned meeting of the pro- 
prietors of New Flamstead, afterwards Chester, held at Wor- 
cester, Massachusetts, on the 22d of March, 1763, Thomas 
Chandler Jr. was chosen town-clerk. On the 8th of March, 
1704, he was re-elected, and when on tho 12th of March, 1705, 

Vt, Oct., 1V84, p 15 ; Juoe, 1785, pp. 17, 40, 43. Slade'a Vt State Papers, p 
497. 

An account of the peculiar circuraatatiees tinder, and the manner in which the 
burial of Judge Chandler took place, is piven ante, pp. 583, 584. 
• Council Minutes in office Sec. State N. Y , 1705-1783, xxvi. 228. 
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bom on the 23d 
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the proprietors assembled for business, at the dwelling-house 
ot* William Warner in New Flamstcad, he was continued in 
the same "ftice tor another year. lie was again elected town- 
clerk at the March meeting in 1777, and served in that capa- 
city during the two years succeeding. From July 10th, 1700, 
until March 13th, 1775, the date of the "Westminster Massa- 
cre," he was an assistant justice of the Inferior court of Com- 
mon Pleas for Cumberland county and a justice of the peace. 
Both bfl'ore and after the event alluded to, he endeavored to 
allay the discontent of the people of the county, both by argu- 
ment and persuasion, but failed to accomplish that end. 

At the first session of the General Assembly of Vermont, in 
March, 1778, he was chosen secretary of state, and held that 
office until the following October. At the same time he re- 
ceived tho appointment of clerk of the House. In October, 
1778, he was made speaker, and served in that capacity until 
the middle of the session of 1780. During the years 177!> and 
1780, he was a member of the Council; from 1778 to 1781, 
and in 1787, represented the town of Chester in the General 
Assembly ; and in the year 1779 was a judge of the Superior 
court. When the estates of the Tories who had left Vermont 
were declared confiscated, he was chosen a commissioner of 
sequestration. Although disliked bv manv on account of a 
prejudice founded upon his former connection with the colonial 
government of New York, and charged with conduct which 
subjected him to the loss of his place as speaker of the House 
in 1780, yet his efforts in the town of Chester were always 
exerted in behalf of the American cause, and his patriotism 
was undoubted. 

Having been reduced to poverty " by a long series of sick- 
lies* in his family," he presented a petition to the Legislature 
of Vermont, dated October 15th, 171*2, asking for an act of 
insolvency in his behalf. While the 2v'ew Hampshire Grants 
were subject to the jurisdiction of Xew York, his position in the 
local government was high, and his influence, although circum- 
scribed, was acknowledged, lint under the rtijime inaugurated 
by the establishment of Vermont as an independent state, 
he gradually sunk into obscurity, and died it is supposed, 
although not as miserably, yet as much embarrassed as hia 
father* 

• S«« Biogr»phi< ol Notice of Azariah Wuobi 



04(1 



HISTORY OF EASTERN VERMONT. 



ELKANAH PAY 

was a resident of Westmin- 
ster, and in that town and 
throughout the county of 
Windham, was known and 
respected as a physician. 
Before Vermont was declared a separate and independent state, 
and while the people on the " Grants " acted in concert with 
the government of New York in the cause of American free- 
dom, he was appointed by the Provincial Congress of New 
York a captain in the detachment of Rangers which was com- 
manded by Maj. Joab Hoisington. Having accepted the com- 
mission, he endeavored to enlist his complement of men, but 
amid the duties and labors of his profession he was unable 
to devote the time necessary to accomplish this object. Con- 
vinced that he could effect more good as a physician than as a 
soldier, and finding that his patients were " totally unwilling" 
that he should discontinue his practice among them, ho resigned 
his cotmnission on the 23d of October, 1776. lie afterwards held 
the office of high-sheriff of Windham county for several years. 
He appears to have been first elected to that station in 1781, 
and held it until the year 1787 * 




SAMUEL FLETCHER. 

/? (g, f-fys? jf ft Among the early inhabitants 

k^C-r-v*' /L&f^ of Townsliend, no person occu- 

pied a higher position, or en- 
joyed a larger share of public confidence than Samuel Fletcher, 
lie was born at Grafton, Massachusetts, in the year 1745, and at 
the age of seventeen enlisted as a soldier in the contest which 
was then being waged between the British and French colo- 
nies. In this serv ice he continued a year. On his return he 

* Journal N. Y. Prov. Cong., ii. 214. 
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learned the trade of a blacksmith, which he followed about 
lour years, when he married a daughter of Col. John llozcltinc. 
Becoming the recipient of an ample fortune by this connection, 
he laid aside the sledge, and removed to Townshcnd, there to 
wield the axe among the trees of the forest At the com- 
mencement of the Revolution he joined the American army, 
and in the capacity of orderly-sergeant, was present at the bat- 
tle of Bunker Hill. By the New York Provincial Congress he 
was appointed a lieutenant in a new company, which was 
formed in the month of July, 1775. Elisha Benedict of Al- 
bany, the captain of the new company, was soon after sent to 
Cumberland county for the purpose of delivering to Mr. Flet- 
cher his commission. He there learned that the "orderly" 
was " in the army at Cambridge," Massachusetts. Mr. Flet- 
chers commission was soon after recalled, and the lieutenancy 
intended for him was conferred on another. In the month of 
January, 1770, he returned to Townshend, and was immedi- 
ately made captain of the militia in that town. On the 1st of 
February in the same year, the town committees of safety 
assembled and elected field-officers for the lower regiment in 
Cumberland county, agreeable to the wishes of the New York 
Provincial Congre-s. On this occasion Mr. Fletcher was chosen 
quarter-master, and his nomination was confirmed before the 
end of the month. 

On the 11th of June following, a committee of safety for 
Cumberland county was formed at Westminster. Mr. Fletcher 
was present as a delegate from Townshend, and took an active 
part in the proceedings. Companies of minute men were soon 
after raised, whoso superiority resulted from the excellence of 
their drill, and their readiness to march at the beat of drum, 
wherever their services were needed. A company of this 
character was commanded by Captain Fletcher, and when, in 
1777, Ticonderoga was besieged, all his men volunteered to 
march for its relief. On this expedition, with a party of thir- 
teen, he attacked a British detachment of forty men, killed one 
of them, and took seven prisoners, without sustaining any loss 
himself. In August of the same year he was engaged in the 
battle of Bennington, and often in later }*cars would speak of 
his participation in that struggle. He soon after received a 
major's commission, and continued to servo his country until 
after the defeat of Bnrgoync. He was made a brigadier-gene- 
ral in the militia of Vermont on the 20th of June, 1781, and, 

41 
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having reached the grade of nmjor-general, retained that posi- 
tion for mx year?. 

He represented Townshend in the General Assembly of Ver- 
mont at their first session, in March, 1778, and enjoyed the 
same- honor at the session in October of the same year, and at 
that in February, 1770. During the session of the latter year, 
he was chosen councillor, and held the office by annual election 
until 17!»0. lie was also councillor in 1808. He was appointed 
a judge of the Supreme court on the 13th of February, 1782, 
but refused to serve. From 1788 until 1806, he held the office 
of high fhcriff of Windham county, and during the years 1778, 
17S.3, 1784, and 17*0, was a judge of the county court. He 
died on the l."»th of September, 1814, aged nearly 6eventy years. 
On the occasion of his funeral, in connection with some remarks 
eulogistic of his character, made by the late Hon. Charles Phelps, 
of Townshcud, a sketch of his life was given by the same gen- 
tleman, but the observations were extemporaneous, and were 
not preserved. His daughter, who afterwards became the wife 
of Mr. li;ms<>m, and the mother of the Hon. Epaphroditus Ran- 
som, late Governor of Michigan, was the first person born in 
Townshend. She died a few years ago at Kalamazoo, at a very 
advanced age. His eldest daughter, who was formerly the wife 
of the Hon. Samuel Porter, of Duinmerston, was living a few 
years ago in Springfield, Vermont, at the age of ninety. His 
only son, Squire II. Fletcher, was also living in 1853 near Buf- 
falo, New York, wanting but a few more years to place him in 
the octogenarian rank. 

Being a man of enterprise, industry, aud skill, General 
Fletcher not old}* filled the various stations to which he was 
appointed with great credit, but found time to engage in pro- 
jects to increase the wealth and population of the state. By a 
resolution of the General Assembly of Vermont, passed on tho 
6th of November, 1780, the township of Jamaica was granted 
to him and fifty-three others, on the payment, for each right, 
of £0 lawful money, in silver, or other current funds. The char- 
ter was issued on the day following. It is much to be regretted 
that the MSS. of this excellent man were not preserved. Ho 
was a fine writer, aud during a portion of his life, kept a full, 
accurate, and daily record of events of public importance, or of 
interest to himself on account of his participation in them. 
These, and other writings, it is supposed, were consigned to the 
care of his son-in-law, Mr. Ransom, who was the executor of 
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Iiis will, and were probably destroyed in the burning of that 
gentleman's house. Among the books lost on that occasion, 
was " a large and elegant old English folio edition of the Bible," 
which Col. John Hazel tine gave to his daughter at the time of 
her marriage, and which General Fletcher bequeathed to his 
daughter, Mrs. Ransom, in his will. Two memorials of the old 
soldier are still preserved. The one is a sword cane which he 
carried through all his campaigns in the Revolutionary War ; 
the other a watch which he wore during the last twenty years 
of his life. 

In stature, General Fletcher measured about five feet ten 
inches. In person he was straight and finely proportioned, but 
inclined to corpulency. His eyes, which were blue, corre- 
sponded well with a light complexion, and his manly beauty 
was generally acknowledged. He was elegant in manners, and 
' in deportment, bland and refined. Kindness characterized his 
intercourse with all, and generousness and hospitality were the 
faults, if he had any, of his character. He was very particular 
in his dress, which, although always in the fashion, was never 
contrary to the canons of good taste. Possessing the qualifica- 
tions which make the man, he was also so fortunate as to com- 
bine with these most necessary requisites those other and finer 
excellences, which rendered him the beau ideal of a perfect 
gentleman.* 



SAMUEL GALE. 

Of the loyalists who boro a con- 
spicuous part in the events connected 
with the " Westminster Massacre," 
none are more entitled to respect and 
consideration than Samuel Gale. He was born in Hamp- 
shire, Englaud, on the 14th of October, 1747, and during his 
boyhood received the benefits of a good education. Having 
been appointed a paymaster in the British army, he was ordered 

* Thompson's Vt., Art Towxbiiknd. Penning'* Appendix, p. Letter of 

Hon. E. Ransom, Feb. Cth, 1853. Journal N. Y. Prov. Cong., i. 84, 05 ; ii. 63, 5L 
68. Am, Archives, Fourth Scries, vol. ii, coL 1796. 
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to the American colonies, probably about the year 1770. From 
manuscript plotting)* prepared by him, which are still extant, 
it is evident that his knowledge and practice as a surveyor 
were accurate and extensive. But of these facta more definite 
evidence exists. On the 12th of March, 1772, he issued at 
Philadelphia the printed prospectus of a work which he waa 
then preparing, to be entitled "The Complete Surveyor/' To 
this paper were affixed recommendatory notices from the Right 
Honorable, the Karl of Stirling, Lieutenant-Governor Cadwal- 
lader Colden, Mr. Kittenhouse, and Mr. Lukens. From a let- 
ter which he wrote while a prisoner at Fairfield, Connecticut, 
to John McKesson, secretary of the Xew York Provincial Con- 
gress, dated February 20th, 1770, it appears that the work was 
still unpublished. Having, in this communication, requested 
Jo be released on parole, if no other better relief could bo 
afforded, he added : — " You may mention what you choose in 
the parole, but I would choose, by all means, if possible, to be 
at Now York or Philadelphia, where 1 may finish my intended 
publication on surveying, which you well know is allowed by 
all parties to be a matter of great actual service to America." 
Of the volume — published or unpublished — nothing further is 
known.* 

On the 25th of June, 1773, he married "Rebecca, the eldest 
daughter, of Col. Samuel Wells, of Urattleborough, and soon 
after left tho service. Becoming a resident of Cumberland 
county, he was appointed, on the 7th of March, 1774, clerk of 
the court, that office having become vacant by the resignation 



• That ho wu at one period employed as a surveyor on the New Hampshire 
GranU, is evident from- the following extract, taken from "The Naturul and Po- 
litical History of the State of Vermont," a work by Ira Allen, which was pub- 
lished at London in tho year I'VS. 

" In the summer of 1773, Mr. Ira Allen, with three men, went from the block 
fort on Onion river, in pursuit of a Mr. S. Gale, who, with a number of men, was 
surveying in the district of the New Ilamjishire Grants, for the land jobbers of 
New York. Allen and his party traversed tho district from cast to west, through 
the townships of Waterbury, Middlesex, and Kiugsland, to Moretown, alias Brad- 
ford, and Haverhill ; and, at length, obtaining information of the surveyor's des- 
tination, they procured provisions and some spirits, and went again in quest of 
him. They discovered his line, and, by that, followed him to near the north-cast 
corner of the present town of Montpclier. Here it ended, and he could not be 
traced fUrthcr, because, being apprised of his danger, he made a corner on dry 
land, and thus precipitately escaped, and Allen came to the corner an hour after 
ho fled. On the sixteenth day they reached the block tort, whence they sat out." 
—pp. 45, 46. 



CONDUCT AT THE U WESTMINSTER MASSACKlv." 



615 



of Crean Brush. In a description of the General Assembly of 
New York, given in the Connecticut Conrant, under the date 
of April 10th, 1775, it is said of Brush that he "wild the clerk- 
ship of the county to Judge "Wells's son-in-law." Of the truth 
of this statement, there are now no means of judging, but it is 
6afe to conclude that it is greatly exaggerated, if not wholly 
false. On the 5th of May, 1774, Mr. Gale was honored with 
another mark of favor, in receiving a commission, authorizing 
him to administer the prescribed oaths to all persons appointed 
to office in the county. 

Notice has already been taken of his conduct on the memo- 
rable evening of the 13th of March, 1775. Warmly attached 
to the royal cause, and deeming those who should rebel against 
constituted authority as worthy of the direst punishment, his 
indignation knew no bounds when he saw the yeomanry whom 
he had been accustomed to regard only in the light of obedient 
subjects, demanding redress for wrongs, which, doubtless, ap- 
peared to him more imaginary than real, and enforcing the 
demand with manifestations whose import could not be mis- 
taken. Actions performed in a moment of excitement cannot, 
however, be regarded as criteria of character. The few lines 
which are devoted to Mr. Gale in the account of the " West- 
minster Massacre" prepared by Reuben Jones, are, so far as 
they are intended to represent the actual disposition of the in- 
dividual, entirely at variance with truth, and unworthy of the 
page of history. "Jones's sketch," a gentleman* of high 
respectability has observed, " conveys as false an impression 
of Mr. Gale as the daguerreotype would convey of the ele- 
phant which should represent that noble animal while his mouth 
is wide open to receive fruits." On the day following the out- 
break, Mr. Gale was imprisoned in the jail at Westminster, and 
there remained until the 19th of March, when ho was taken to 
Northampton, Massachusetts, where he was kept in confine- 
ment from March 23d to April 6th, when he obtained his re- 
lease, and repaired to New York. 

Ilere ho continued to reside, his family having joined him, 
until February, 1770, when he was seized at night in his own 
house, and conveyed to a guard-houso at the upper barracks in 
the city, where the troops from Connecticut were quartered. 
Thence he was 6oon after removed to Fairfield jail, in Connecti- 



* Rev. Canon Micajah Townaend, of ClarencevMe, Lower Canada. 
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cut, where lie whs placed in close confinement. Hoping to 
obtain his relea-e, he wrote to John McKesson, secretary of the 
Provincial Congress of New York, requesting him to interfere 
in his hehalf. His letter, dated the 2yth of February, evinced 
by its style and expressions the honorable character of the 
writer. ' % You well know,*' he remarked, " that my sentiments 
liave been uniform and steady, even if erroneous ; and, there- 
fore, I conceive myself entitled, at the least, to the privileges 
and protection which, by the laws of all Christian nations, are 
granted to prisoners of war. I call it prisoner of war, not as 
being an enemy in heart to any man breathing, but as being 
by birth and education one of that country between which and 
this country a war subsists. Let me request that I may either 
be allowed the privilege granted by all Christians to a prisoner 
of war ; or else the birthright of a British subject — the writ 
of hubt ax corpus.' 1 '' He declared his belief that a design against 
his person had been formed by some of the inhabitants of Cum- 
berland county, and referred to a document which had been 
drawn up in vindication of his own conduct, and that of the 
sheriff and jwsse, during the affray at Westminster. lie de- 
scribed his place of confinement as *' a common jail, where the 
cold wind through the bars (for the windows are not glazed) 
far exceeds the warmth of all the fire that is obtained," and 
uskcd to be accommodated with u a geuteeler apartment." 

This letter was considered by the New York Provincial Con- 
gress on tho 5th of March, and the seizure of Mr. Gale \\;is 
declared to be " a wanton act of military power, inconsistent 
with that liberty for which the colonists are contending." On 
the following day, Congress wrote to Maj.-Gcn. Charles Lee, 
notifying to him the facts as they had been presented, and re- 
questing from him a statement of the nature of the charge 
brought against Mr. Gale, in order that proper steps might bo 
taken either for his discharge or punishment. In his reply, 
written the same day, Lee acknowledged that the arrest of Mr. 
Gale should have been made by tho Provincial Congress, but 
gave as a reason for his conduct the assurances he had received 
from many respectable men, that Mr. Galo was " a most dan- 
gerous man, and ought not to be suffered to remain on Long 
Island," where, as Lee observed, "an enemy is more dangerous 
than in any other spot of America." 

Information of the views of Congress in the matter, was sent 
to Mr. Gale by Secretary McKesson. In his answer, dated the 
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12th of March. Mr. Gale referred to a letter which he had writ- 
ten to Col. Benjamin Bellow.* (iu which he had claimed a right 
to the records pertaining to his office as clerk of Cumberland 
county), as being the probable cause of his arrest. His remarks 
on this point were in these words : " Whoever construes the dis- 
liked expressions in my letter to Colonel Bellows to relate to 
others than those of the county of Cumberland, gives it a con- 
struction which was not thought of by me when I wrote it. I 
am not of opinion that you or many of your body hold their pro- 
ceedings in a much better light than myself; nor can I suppose 
that anv one can think me blameable in forbidding a delivery 
of the records to any but myself or deputy." He then stated 
at length what his conduct had been ; that he had scrupulously 
abstained from disobeying the orders of those opposed to (treat 
Britain ; that he had never been engaged iu any " Tory plots ;" 
that the treatment he had received was far from being recon- 
cilable with the principles of liberty; and closed with this im- 
passioned peroration : " Whether I return to Xew York or not, 
may the Almighty's will be done! I flatter myself that, that 
nobleness of heart which characterizes the free-born Briton, 
that spirit in which malice or revenge hath never reigned, add- 
ed to a conscience serene and clear, will enable me to pass 
through the various mazes and labyrinths of persecution, torture, 
or death, with all the patience and resignation of a martyr; and 
should the apprehensions which I have mentioned grow into 
realities, I shall say with Balaam, * Let me die the death of the 
righteous; let my last end be like his!" " 

Meantime, the committee of the Provincial Congress to 
whom the subject had been referred, reported on the Sth of 
March, that " the sole occasion for apprehending Samuel Gale, 
and sending him into confinement" had arisen from certain let- 
ters in the possession of Col. William Williams, a member of 
the said Congress, and that they knew of no other evidence 
against him. This report was taken up on the 10th of March, 
and, in view of its statements, a resolution was passed, declaring 
the opinion of Congress, that Mr. Gale ought to be forthwith 
released, inasmuch as he had been carried away and imprisoned 
" without any hearing, trial, or adjudication whatever." Xotico 
of this decision was communicated to the chairman of the com- 
mittee of Fairfield county, accompanied by a request for the 
immediate discharge of the prisoner. Mr. Gale was informed 
privately, of the resolve, but tho committee concluding that 
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they had no jurisdiction in the case, rcfnecd to comply with tho 
ropiest. In a third letter to Secretary McKesson, dated at Fair- 
field, on the 12th of April, Mr. Gale repeated his application 
for a release, and detailed the reasons why it should be granted; 
described the misery of his situation ; and expressed his views 
upon the merits of the struggle between the colonies and the 
mother country, in terms which bore evidence to the sincerity, 
ability, and honesty of the man. 

" In this intolerable place," he wrote, referring to the prison, 
" the wind, when cold, fairly chills every vein in my body. The 
smoke, when there is fire, not only blinds but nearly suffocates 
me ; and the continual smell of the room has, I fear, tended to 
rot my very vitals. In the morning, I have perpetually a sick- 
ness at the stomach ; about noon comes on a fever, which in 
about three hours is succeeded by an ague, sometimes more and 
sometimes less violent. Every one of these intolerable tortures 
were so inexpressibly increased by the excessive weather of 
Saturday the 30th ult., that they introduced thoughts and ex- 
torted expressions too wild to mention in cooler moments." 
Turning then to a consideration of the death whose " slow ap- 
proaches, inch by inch," he could not fail to perceive, ho re- 
marked : " Though I conceive it a duty incumbent on every 
man, to use his endeavors for the preservation of his life, yet I 
never viewed death through so horriblo a medium as some men 
do. I have lately learned to consider it as a matter of relief, 
rather than as a punishment. To leave the wife of my bosom 
a disconsolate widow, and the babes of my loins without a 
helper, is doubtless an unhappy reflection. But I am of opinion 
that a single stroke, however violent, would in the end be less 
grief to those I leave behind me, than a continuation of that 
Buspcnse and anxiety of mind with which they aro now totally 
overwhelmed." Do " some of my persecutors," he exclaimed, 
" want to dip their hands in the blood of a martyr? If so, it 
would in my opinion be far less criminal, both in the sight of 
God and man, for them to let it flow in decent streams than 
thus, with dastardly meanness, to drag it from me drop by drop." 

A few days after this letter was written, Thaddeus Burr, tho 
sheriff of Fairfield county, received the resolve of the Provin- 
cial Congress and released his prisoner on parolo of honor. In 
a letter to General Washington, dated the 19th of April, Burr 
notified the course he had pursued, and asked for directions. 
Of Mr. Gale, he remarked : " IIo is an Englishman, a gentle- 
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man of good education, and. possessed of high notions in favor 
of his native country ; i.s frank and open in declaring his senti- 
ments, but s;iys lie never lias been, or will be active against tin* 
colonies." From an entry in the Journal of the New York Provin- 
cial Convention, under date of September 16th, 1776, it seems 
that Mr. Gale was then in the city of Xew York, and that ho 
had been brought thither, by order of the Xew York Committee 
of Safety. In behalf of the Convention, James Duane and Ro- 
bert Yates were appointed to examine him. To this committee 
Kobert Harper was added on the 17th of September, and Col. 
"William Allison on the following day. On the 21st, a commit- 
tee was constituted for the express purpose of detecting and 
defeating conspiracies, and to them the examination of Mr. 
Gale, was finally referred. The immediate result of their in- 
vestigations is not known. Ultimatelv, Mr. Gale was released 
from his parole of honor, and restored to liberty. 

His sufferings, while in confinement, had not tended to lessen 
his hatred of the "rebel" cause, but on the contrary had 
strengthened his attachment to the government in whose behalf 
lie had endured so many privation*. Experience had also 
taught him, that he was ill-prepared to engage in civil commo- 
tions. Desirous of avoiding a repetition of scenes which, to 
him, had been fraught with sorrow and distress, he prudently 
removed with his family to Quebec, where he received the ap- 
pointment of Provincial Secretary, under the administration of 
Governor Prescott. He subsequently accompanied his Excel- 
lency to England, to defend him with his powerful pen, in the 
difficulties which had arisen in connection with the Council in 
Canada. He had written and published an elaborate work en- 
titled, " An Essay on Public Credit," involving many abstruse 
and extensive mathematical calculations on finance, having for 
its object the gradual extinguishment of the national debt of 
England. This work he presented for adoption to Pitt, then 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, by whom its correctness was ad- 
mitted and its principles highly approved ; but who found it 
easier to put off the learned author with a pension for life, than 
to meet the public creditors with this book of financial reform 
in his hand, which might have cost him his place. In 1803 or 
1S»>4, Mr. (iale rejoined his family in Canada, where he lived 
in retirement, and died at his country residence in Farnham, 
on the 27th of June, 1826. He left, a daughter, since deceased, 
and a son who has been an eminent lawyer and a judge of 
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King's Bench, at Montreal, where he now lives retired and re- 
spected. 

Mr. Gale possessed an intellect of more than ordinary strength, 
and his writings were always pregnant with thought, and lucid in 
expression. In disposition, he was amiable smd forgiving ; in 
manners, polished and gentlemanly ; in character, ingenuous, 
honorable, and conscientious.* 



JOHN GROUT 

the second son and third 
child of John Grout, who 
was the father of fourteen 
children, was born at Lu- 
nenburgli, Massachusetts, 
on the 13th of June, 1731. There he probably resided until 
he was thirty-five or thirty-six years old. The first intimation 
relative to any intention on the part of Grout to remove from 
Luncnbnrgh, is found in a letter signed by one James Putnam, 
dated at Worcester, Mass., September 3d, 1766, and written, 
as would appear from its contents, to some person resident on 
the New Hampshire Grants. In this letter Putnam says : — 
*• Grout is desirous of settling in that part of the world where you 
live," and, in referenco to his qualifications, adds, "he seems to 
have a peculiar natural talent for doing business at law and in 
courts." Grout did not change his abede immediately, for by a 
receipt dated April 2*2d, 176S, it appears that he was at that 
time, at Luneuburgh. It is probable that he soon after remov- 
ed to the " Grants," and this opinion is strengthened by the 
fact, that ho was at Charlcstown, New Hampshire, in the fol- 
lowing August. Before leaving the home of his nativity, he 
had married, and in the rapid increase of his family, had already 
shown a laudable desire to emulate his father. His advent was 
not hailed at Windsor, the place he had chosen for hie new 

• Journal of X. Y. Prov. Cong., i. 33<\ 34o, 343, 847. 627, 629, 630. 639 : ii. 
1 1'<, 120. 17s, n:>, is:;. 1st. Am. Arch., Fourth Series, vol. v. col*. 341, 355, 8'JO, 
«i;,VS67, !U»1. Lft'cx from the Rev. C.uion Mieajali Townn.n.1, dated Clareocis 
ville. C. K,.liily Is', 1S.M',. 
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abode, with that enthusiasm which is so grateful to the volun- 
tary exile. On the contrary, the inhabitants of the little town 
regarded his coining as an unfortunate occurrence. Scarcely 
was he settled, when Nathan Stone, the justice of the peace, 
received a notice from Zedekiah Stone and Joseph "Wait, the 
overseers of the poor, in which they stated that complaint had 
been made to them " by the principal inhabitants" of Windsor, 
that " John Grout and his wife, and family of live or six chil- 
dren" who had lately arrived, were " likely to become charge- 
able to the town." On this account, and to gratify the pauper- 
hating people of Windsor, the overseers prayed that a warrant 
might be issued for the removal of said Grout and his family. 

Their prayer was granted, and Benjamin Wait and Ezra Gil- 
bert were authorized to command the immediate exodus of the 
penniless lawyer and his dependents. Information of the course 
which the town authorities intended to pursue having been 
given to Grout, he, on the 22d of April, 1760, endeavored to 
obtain a stay of proceedings from the officers who had been sent 
to remove him. To this end, he gave a written promise, that 
if permitted to remain a few days longer, he would, at the end 
of the specified time, be ready with his family, " at nine of the 
clock in the forenoon" at his dwelling-house in Windsor," 44 to 
be carried out of town." In case this request should be granted, 
he declared "on honor, and as a lawyer," that no harm should 
come of it, either to the town or its officers. It is probable that 
the days of grace were given, and it would also appear that 
when these had passed, he had made some arrangements for re- 
maining in Windsor, lie was there on the 27th of May follow- 
ing, and from a deposition made on the 31st of the same month, 
by Simeon Olcott, an officer of that town, it seemed that there 
was at that time, "not any copy of a warrant of any kind" in 
his hands ngaiiist Grout, issued at the instance of Windsor people. 
On the 5th of June following, Elijah Grout, a younger brother, 
testified to a similar statement. Grout next appeared at Chester, 
of which place he was a resident in February, 1770. The events 
previously recorded, in which he had acted so prominent a 
part, happened during the summer of that year, and proba- 
bly afforded sufficient exercise for the restless disposition of 
the unfortunate Grout.* About this period his son, " a lad of 
thirteen years of age," ran away from the paternal roof, and the 

• Sec <mtr, j.p. 1C1-1CH. 
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notice of this event which Grout published in the papers, nnd 
requested " all printers on the continent'' to copy, was headed 
in staring capitals "Stop Thief! Stop Thief!" Notwithstand- 
ing the disrepute in winch he was held hy many, he obtained 
some business, and it appears on the Sth of March, 1771, ho 
supplanted Thomas Chandler, one of tlie most influential men 
in Chester, as the attorney and land agent of Cornelius Yanden- 
bergh, of the city of New York. 

(trout endeavored to obtain an impartial execution of the 
laws relative to the cutting of ship-timber, and was diligent in 
informing John "Wentworth, the surveyor-general, of the short- 
comings of his deputies. His zeal does not appear to have met 
with the reward it deserved. In a bond dated the 17th of April, 
1773, given to Daniel "Whipple, the sheriff of Cumberland 
county, Grout, in answer to a citation, agreed to appear in the 
city of New York on the third Tuesday of that month, to 
" answer to Richard Morris in a plea of trespass." From ac- 
companying circumstances, it would seem that the trespass with 
which he was charged was the destruction of his Majesty's 
masting trees. lie was not unfrequenlly sent with dispatches 
to distant places, and was always careful to execute his com- 
missions with fidelity. On the occasion of a riot in Putney, 
early in the year 1772, he bore the intelligence of the disturb- 
ance to the city of New York. In the letter which he carried 
on this occasion to Governor Try on, dated the 29th of January, 
Judge Lord, the writer, after detailing a narrative of the 
tumult, referred to Grout in these words : — " I have yet to 
crave your Excellency's patience and leave to recommend to 
your Excellency's favour Mr. John Grout, attorney -at-law, who 
hath suffered much by persons enemieal to this government, 
and to him, on account of his firm attachment to it, and endea- 
vours to maintain good order and justice therein. Truth itself 
obliges me to say, that his practice as au attorney in this county, 
has always entitled him to the good opinion of the court and 
the best gentlemen in the county, as I apprehend, although riot- 
ous persons and parties, friends to New Hampshire and ene- 
mies to good order, have given him much trouble, which he 
has borne with great magnanimity, and strove in a legal and 
dispassionate way to overcome. Your Excellency, being per- 
fectly humane, will delight in protecting him." This extract 
represents Grout in a different aspect from that in which he lias 
previously appeared. He was, it would seem, a warm sup- 
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porter of the claims of New York to the " Grants," .and on this 
account was shabbily treated by those who adhered to tlie Now 
Hampshire faction. An unhappy disposition, and a turn for 
pettifogging, were not the beet equipments witli which to meet 
this opposition, and yet these were the weapons which Grout 
appears to have brought to the combat. 

Previous to the commencement of the Revolution, Grout ex- 
pressed sentiments in opposition to the acts of the British mi- 
nistry, and at a meeting held in Chester on the 10th of October, 
1774, was chosen by the patriotic citizens of that town a mem- 
ber of a committee, who were directed to join with the general 
committee of Cumberland county, in preparing a report con- 
demnatory of the late acts of Parliament, to be sent to the New 
York committee of correspondence. His patriotism appears, 
however, to have been of short duration. A letter attributed 
t<» him, written from the " South-east part of Cheshire county, 
March 10th, 177">," contains the most violent and obscene ex- 
pressions relative to the "damned Whigs." Still, his views 
cannot be determined by this production, for, although the first 
impression which one would derive from its perusal, is that the 
writer, whoever he might have been, was a vile blackguard, 
destitute of principle, and unscrupulous in the expression of his 
opinions, yet a more careful examination suggests the idea th.;t 
the communication might have been intended as an allegorical 
declaration of sentiments in favor of a revolutionary movement. 
This notion is supported by the closing paragraphs of the letter, 
which are in these words : — 

"Be assured, Sir, that our Honored Master Beelzebub 
waited upon mc yesterday, and Commanded me to write to you 
and Inform you, that it is his Royal will and pleasure, that you 
play Hull with the Court that shall set at Westminster next week. 

" From your Friend and Brother, 

" Apollyon. 

" To the Faithful and Dearly beloved 

" Dr. Jones 

" P.S. Please to read this Epistle to all the Faithful Bre- 
thren and salute them, Charles Phelps and Doctor Harvey in 
particular, with a kiss of love." 

Three days after the date of this letter, the courts were broken 
up at Westminster, and on that occasion, Dr. Reuben Jones, 
of Rockingham, and Dr. Solomon Harvey, of Dummersfon, 
were prominent leaders among the Whig*. 
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On tlie 12th of April, ITT'). Grout, who had been imprisoned 
fur debt, received "his liberty" from Bcrjamin Archer, under* 
keeper of the jail at Westminster. Previous to this, he had 
satisfied certain judgments which had been obtained against him. 
His escape from this Seylla of confinement did not enable him 
to avoid the Chary bdis of the people's hate. Having been de- 
nounced by John Chandler, and Thomas Chandler Jr., of Ches- 
ter, as an enemy to his country, he, according to his own state- 
ments, was threatened by some with death, and by others with 
tortures " at the hands of the Green Mountain Boys.' 1 In this 
emergency, he declared his innocence of the crime charged 
against him, and wrote to Col. John Hazel tine, the chairman 
of the Cumberland county committee of correspondence, and 
to the chairman of the Walpole committee of inspection, for 
protection. lie also made known his situation to the liev. 
Samuel Whiting, of Chester, and begged him to use his influence 
" with these mad people," and thus save the county from be- 
coming "an Aceldama or field of blood." In the latter part 
of the month of May, while confined to his bed by a fever, a 
party of men entered his dwelling, headed by Thomas Chand- 
ler Jr., and endeavored to drag him out of doors, but were 
prevented by the efforts and entreaties of his wife and his 
"good neighbours." On the following morning they renewed 
the attempt, and, having taken him about half a mile from his 
house, threatened to strangle him, but were induced to desist 
from executing this design. Having, through the efforts of his 
friends, regained his liberty, he claimed protection from the 
county committee. The chairman of that body thereupon or- 
dered Chandler to desist from all attempts to injure Grout, 
which order Chandler promised to obey. 

Though freed in this manner, from the annoyances to 
which his suspicious conduct had subjected him, he could not 
resist the temptation of disturbing the peace of the county. To 
effect this end. he commenced an epistolary attack upon the 
chairman of the committee of correspondence, Col. John 
ITazeltine. In a letter to this gentleman written from the 
"County of Hampshire, Province of Mass"* July 10th, ITT.**," 
Grout accused him of presiding over the deliberations of a 
body of men whose acts were tyrannical, and whose conduct 
was contrary to every principle of right. He further declared, 
that it was for this cause " that a great many of the best peo- 
ple in the county of Cumberland who are substantial friends to 
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the Liberties of the people and the Sacred Rights of Mankind, 
ami who are even willing to seal their Love of their Country 
with their Blued in Defence of it, Groan under the weight of the 
Oppressions of that Lawless Banditti of men, who having first 
put a stop to the Course of Civil Justice under the assumed 
name of sons of Liberty, are destroying not only the Semblance, 
but even the substance and shadow of Liberty itself." In this 
style he continued through a long communication, to abuse the 
officers of Cumberland county, who in this time of emergency 
were directing their best efforts to secure to the people their 
rights, and to defend them from the machinations of Loyalists 
and Tories- 
Later in the year, he addressed a " Memorial and Petition" 
to the " men that arc assembled at Westminster in the County 
of Cumberland, who call themselves a County Congress." In 
this remarkable production he accused the representatives of 
the people of usurpation and oppression ; pictured their 
temporary government as a despotism ; and branded their 
chairman as a tyrant. After detailing a few instances, in which 
thev had been obliged for the good of the communitv, to exer- 
cise dictatorial powers, he eontimied in this strain : — " You pro- 
ceeded on other business equally Infamous and Rascally, and 
then, like the Rump Parliament, adjourned yourselves. lint 
your Sovereign, Col. Hazeltiiic, thinking good to call you to- 
gether before the time you was adjourned to, did do it, and you 
met on the 15th of August Last, and Proceeded to business. 
And why should yon not? The King, by the Constitution, has 
a Right to call, adjourn, prorogue and dissolve parliaments. 
King ITazeltink did Right in calling you together before the 
Time von had adjourned vourself to. Tins was to Let vou 
Know he was your King, and it was no more than duty to Obey 
your Prince. Indeed, it must bo confessed it was a rascally 
Trick in you ever to adjourn yourselves, for that was an In- 
fringement of your King Hazel tine's Prerogative, for the King 
by his Prerogative has the sole Right of adjourning Parlia- 
ments." The closing paragraphs of this memorial, although 
abounding in bombast and fustian, are sufficiently curious to 
warrant their presentation in this connection. "As for myself," 
wrote this conceited but witty poltroon, ;< I belong to another 
order of men, who will neither Joyn with you, nor Oppose you. 
For why should I run with the Wind ? Surely, if I should, it 
will outrun me. Or why should I fight with the wind ? Surely, 
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there is not so much substance in the Skull of it, as that I could 
beat its Brains out with a Beetle. Surely, I will content myself 
with bearing your Blow, and will Say, Whoo-Uaugh, AVhoo- 
Raugh to your mighty Rushing. After a mighty wiud comes 
a calm. 

u Your petitioner most humbly prays, that you would bo 
graciously pleaded to annihilate yourselves, and Keturn into 
your Primitive Nothingness, 11 ideas the Good People of the 
County shall please to employ you about something. 

" But, oh, mighty Chaos, if you will not condescend to grant 
this petition, I have another to make, which I beg of you not 
to deny me, which is this, that your almighty Nothingships 
would be pleased to Honour your Petitioner, who heartily 
Despises you, by making him first General and Commander-in- 
Chief of all vour despisers, that so he mav be at the head of 
nine-tenths of the good people of this county. And your Peti- 
tioner as in Duty bound shall ever pray." 

In the fall of the same year, he was brought before the com- 
mittee of Chester, on a charge which had been preferred 
against him of speaking disrespectfully of the Continental 
Congress and the county committee. A quarrel having arisen 
among the member* in respect to the manner in which the 
trial should be conducted, Grout refused to make any defence, 
and remained wholly inactive during the proceedings, By a 
portion of the committee, he was adjudged to be an enemy to 
Ins country. From this decision he appealed to the county 
committee. The subject came before them on the 29th of No- 
vember, but they refused to sustain the appeal, and ordered 
him to withdraw it. At another meeting held on the 24th of 
July, 1776, a complaint was exhibited by John Chandler against 
Grout. The members being unwilling to act upon it, referred 
it, at first, to the Chester committee, but by a subsequent vote 
recalled the reference and resolved to receive Grout's answer at 
their session in the following November. On the 8th of that 
month, a complaint against Thomas Chandler, Jr., was pre- 
sented by Grout, to the county committee, accusing hiin of mal- 
treatment. "After maturely deliberating upon the case," the 
committee ordered Chandler to pay to Grout ''the sum of Six 
Pence, York Currency." The costs of the investigation were 
divided equally between them, and both were " Reprimanded 
by the Chairman in presence of the whole Board." Grout 
suffered on other occasions from the patriotism or maliciousuess 
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of the Chandlers, and through their influence and that of 
others connected with them, ho was taken prisoner at Charles- 
town, New Hampshire, on the 27th of December, 1776. On 
the 2d of June, 1777, he was a resident of Chester, but soon 
after removed to Montreal, where he assumed his true charac- 
ter, that of a British subject, and is said to have become " a 
distinguished lawyer."* 

He resided in Canada during the remainder of the war, and 
probably for several years after its close. His end was as tragic 
as his life had been turbulent and unhappy. "With a large sum 
of money in his possession, which he had collected for some per- 
son residing in one of the state*, he left Canada tor the purpose 
of conveying it to the owner, and was never afterwards heard ' 
of. For a long time it was supposed that he had been drowned 
in crossing Lake Champlain. Many years after his sudden dis- 
appearance, a man was convicted of some crime punishable by 
death. Previous to his execution he acknowledged his gnilt, and, 
in detailing the dark transactions of his life, confessed that he 
had murdered John Grout for the purpose of obtaining the 
money which he carried. He also described the place where 
he had buried the body. A search having been instituted, 
human bones were found at the spot he had designated. 

Hilkiah Grout, whose name has occurred in these pages, was 
a brother of John, and was born at Luncnburgh, Massachusetts, 
on the 23d of July, 1728. He lived for many years on the banks 
of Black river in the town of Weathersfield, in Windsor eonntv, 
Vermont, and there died, leaving a large family of children. 
Some of these were born previous to the time when his wife 
and some of her family were carried captive to Canada. Others 
were born after her return from bondage. 

Elijah Grout, another brother, born at Lunenbnrgh, Massa- 
chusetts, passed the greater part of his life, and died, at Charles- 
town, New Hampshire. 

Jonathan Grout, born also at Lunenburgh, a third brother ot 
John, resided at Petersham, Massachusetts. He obtaiued the 

" By an act of the General Assembly of Vermont, pawed in February, 1779, 
those persons who hnd voluntarily left that state, or any one of the United States, 
and " joined the enemies thereof," wcro forbidden to return to Vermont. Accom- 
panying this act were the ntimes of one hundred and eight persons to whom its 
provisions particularly referred- In the list appeared the name of John Croat 
of Chester — Acts and Laws Gen. Ass. Vt, Feb., 1779, p. 72. Slide's Vt State 
Papers, pp. 355, 356. 

42 
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charter of Lunenburgh, a town in Essex county, Vermont, and 
owned nearly all the territory comprised witlun its limits.* 



LOT HALL 

was born at Yarmouth, in 
Barnstable county, Mas- 
sachusetts, in the year 
1757. Of his youthful 
days little is known. It is certain, however, that he enjoyed 
all the advantages of a good school education, and that he dili- 
gently improved whatever opportunities were offered him of 
obtaining information. At the commencement of the revolu- 
tionary war, he warmly espoused the cause of the colonies, and 
eagerly awaited the hour that should see him engaged in the 
service of his country. 

In accordance with a resolution of Congress, passed on the 
18th of July, 1775, recommending to each colony, to provido 
for the protection of its harbors and navigation, " by armed ves- 
sels, or otherwise," South Carolina endeavored to render her 
maritime position more secure. On the 16th of January, 177(», 
the delegates from South Carolina informed Congress that their . 
colony, u being in want of seamen, had given orders to offer 
high wages to such as would engage 1 ' in her service, and desired 
the advice of Congress on the subject. The committee to whom 
the matter was referred, reported on the 19th, recommending 
to Captain Robert Cockran who had been sent from South Ca- 
rolina to obtain seamen, to offer to each able-bodied seaman, 
who would enter the service of that colony, wages at the rate of 
$8 per month, an immediate bounty of $9, and upon reaching 
South Carolina, a further bounty of $5. The captain was com- 
mended to the favor of Washington, who, on the 30th of Ja- 
nuary, promised to "give him every assistance" within his 
power. 

In the month of May following, young Hall procured enlist- 
ing orders from Elijah Freeman Payne, who was then the lieu- 

* MS. Records, Cumberland Co. Com. Safety. Grout's MS. Letters. Letters 
from Harry Hale, Esq., of Chelsea, Vt, December 1st and 17th, 1852. Doc. Hist- 
X. V.. iv. 758, 751»,7t)6. 
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tenant of a twenty-gun ship lying at Charleston, South Caro- 
lina, commanded by Captain Cockran. Tliis ship, which was 
called the Randolph, had been fitted out by South Carolina, as 
a part of her proportion of the continental navy, and in accord- 
ance with the recommendations of Congress, which had been 
adopted on the 18th of July, 1775. Payne had promised Hall a 
lieutenancy in the marine department, provided the latter should 
enlist fifteen men and transport them to Providence, Rhode 
Island. Entering upon his task with energy, and determined 
to win the station which had been offered him, Hall in a short 
time enlisted twenty-nine men and a boy, residents of Barn- 
stable county, and having procured a schooner, commanded by 
Capt. Samuel Gray, conveyed his recruits to the place ap- 
pointed. He then went to Stonington, Connecticut, where lie 
purchased six small cannon of Joseph Dennison, and returning 
to Providence obtained a schooner of about fifty tons burthen, 
belonging to Clark and Nightingale, and, with his men, sailed 
for Stonington, to take on board the cannon. Becoming con- 
vinced by this short trip, that the schooner would not carry 
sail sufficient to reuder her serviceable, either in giving chase, 
or in conducting a retreat, he procured another at Stonington 
named the Eagle. This vessel was immediately fitted out with 
provisions and warlike stores, and in her Captain Payne and 
Lieutenant Hall put to sea, in the month of June, with the 
intention of making a cruising passage to Charleston, where 
they and their men were to join the Randolph. 

The commencement of the expedition was attended with 
success. Three prizes were taken — the Venus, George Collas, 
master, on the 23d of August ; the Caledonia, Alexander Mc- 
Kinlay, master, on the 30th of August ; and another vessel the 
name of which is not known. These were manned with sea- 
men from the crew of the Eagle, and the little fleet set sail for 
the port of Boston, where the Venus, under the charge of "Wait 
Rathburn, prize-master, arrived on the 20th of September, and 
the Caledonia, under the charge of Nathaniel Thompson, prize- 
master, on the 23d of the same month. As the Kagle was con- 
voying in tho third prize, she (the Eagle) fell in with and cap- 
tured the ship Spears, from tho bay of Honduras bound for 
Glasgow, Scotland. The Spears being short of provisions, it 
was deemed advisable to increase her supplies, and to transfer 
to her all the prisoners on board of both the Eagle and the 
prize then under convoy. This was accordingly done, and by 
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the direction of Captain Payne, Lieutenant Hall, as prize-mas* 
tor, took the command of the Spears, with orders to keep com- 
pany with the Eagle. For this purpose he was furnished with 
private signals, hy the help of which he was enabled to pursue 
the prescribed course for ten days, when the vessels were sepa- 
rated "by a hard gale of wind and foggy weather/' Captain 
Payne, »>» the Eagle, succeeded in reaching Boston, and on his 
arrival delivered to the proper authorities Captain Lamont of 
the Spears, whom he had taken prisoner. 

Soon after the Spears separated from the Eagle, the prisoners 
on board the former vessel mutinied. Lieutenant Hall's men 
were so few in number that they were unable to quell tJie dis- 
turbance, and, on the 13th of September, he was deprived of 
the command of the ship. The mutineers then held a long 
consultation, and agreed to make for Newfoundland for the 
purpose of procuring provisions. On reaching the Bauks, they 
fell in with a brig from Falmouth, England, and from her cap- 
tain, who was of course friendly to the cause of Great Britain, 
they obtained supplies. From Newfoundland they set sail for 
Glasgow. On arriving at that port, on the 13th of October, 
Lieutenant Hall was taken into custody by the authorities of 
the city, and confined in prison. Having learned that the 
Mayor of Glasgow was a free-mason, Lieutenant Hall informed 
him by letter that he was a member of that brotherhood, and 
craved his assistance. He soon after was visited by the mayor 
in person, who obtained for him an extension of the liberties of 
the prison to a circuit of two miles; provided him with clothes 
and writing materials ; and invited him to dine at his mansion. 
From this gentleman Lieutenant Hall received many favors 
which tended to lessen the tedium of durance, and he ever 
after retained the profoundest sentiments of gratitude and 
esteem towards his noble benefactor. 

On the fifth of April, 1777, Captain Lamont of the Spears 
arrived at Glasgow, and Licuteuaut Hall was discharged from 
imprisonment, but no provision was made to enable him to 
procure a passago home. Finding a vessel belonging to an 
American citizen and engaged in the revenue service, he em- 
barked on board of her, and at the Isle of Man, and at White- 
haven also, endeavored to obtain a passage either to France or 
the West Indies, but was unsuccessful. Returning to Scotland, 
he took passago to Ireland, where, according to his own declara- 
tion, he 44 found the people very kind and civil, as well as warmly 
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attached to the American cause." Having revealed to them 
Id's circumstances and condition, they provided for him " in a 
genteel manner" until the following August, when ho sailed in 
the ship Glorious Memory for the West Indies, and arrived at 
Barbadoes in October. Thence he took passage for Antigua, 
and from that port sailed to St. Eustatia. Here he met with 
Captain Hinson of the Duke of Grafton, on board of which 
vessel he sailed for Virginia. When within Capes Charles 
and Henry, the Duke of Grafton was captured on the 28th of 
December by the St. Albans, a British man-of war of sixty -four 
guns, commanded by Robert Onslow, then lying in Hampton 
road, and Lieutenant Hall was again made prisoner. During 
the time of this second captivity, which lasted but ten days, his 
sufferings on board the St. Albans were " everything that Bri- 
tish insolence and cruelty could inflict, short of actual violence." 
Through the interposition of Piitrick Henry, then Governor of 
Virginia, Lieutenant Hall was exchanged, and having been 
provided by his Excellency with a horse and money, set out on 
his journey home. 

On reaching Pennsylvania, his monoy being exhausted, he 
presented a memorial to Congress on the 23d of January, 1778, 
in which he recounted the scenes through which he had passed 
during the eighteen months preceding, and asked either for a 
situation on a continental vessel, or means sufficient to enable 
him to reach Boston. The subject was referred to the marine 
committee, but no record of their report appears on the pages 
of the Journals of Congress. By the assistance of his friends, 
and his " utmost exertions," he reached Barnstable on the 22d 
of February following. For these services he afterwards 
endeavored to obtain the " pay allowed by the then naval 
establishment to officers of his rank," but failed to receive the 
well-earned reward. Many years afer his death, Congress 
recognized the justice of the claim he had presented, and 
awarded to his descendants a portion of that remuneration 
which he should have received for his valuable services in 
behalf of his country. 

On returning from captivity, Mr. Hall commenced the study 
of law at Barnstable, in the oflice of Shearjashnb Bourne. 
Here, it is supposed, he remained until the latter part of the 
year 1782, when he removed to Vermont. At Bennington, 
where he at first took up his abode, he remained but a short 
time. In the year 1783 he was at Westminster, as appears by 
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nn entry in the records of the Council of Vermont, dated on 
the l*th of October in that year at Westminster, and (signed by 
him as secretary pro U injure. On the 13th of February, 1786, 
lie was married in Boston, by the itev. John Clark, to Mary 
Homer, of that place.* Ho afterwards purchased a dwelling on 
tbe flat, in the north part .of Westminster, and by diligent atten- 
tion to his profession, obtained a good practice and an honora- 
ble reputation. He was chosen to represent the town in which 
he resided, in the General Assembly, at the sessions in 1789, 
1791, 1792, and 1808. With Paul Brigham, Samuel Hitch- 
cock, and Lemuel Chipman, he was appointed a presidential 
elector by the General Assembly, at their session in 1792, and, 
with his colleagues, cost the vote of the state for George Wash- 
ington and John Adams. By an act of the General Assembly, 
passed on the 1st of November, 1800, incorporating Middle- 
bury college, he was constituted a fellow of that institution, and 
served in that capacity until the time of his death. In 1799 
he was a member of the Council of Censors, and for seven 
years — from 1794 to 1801 — was a judge of the Supreme court 
of the state. 

While holding this latter position, he discharged the duties 
of his office with great fidelity and credit. A charge delivered 
by him to the grand jurors of Windham county, at a session 
of the Supreme court, held at Newfane in the year 1798, was 
described in the " Farmer's Museum," a celebrated newspaper 
of that period, as a production " replete with sound principles 
and the very essence of federalism," and " honourable to its 
author as a politician, as a scholar, and as an ardent federalist." 
" At this juncture," observed the editor of the same journal, 
" we conceive that charges of such a complexion, coming from 
the grave authority of a judge, are eminently impressive, con- 
vincing, and useful." At a session of the Supreme court held 
in Windham county, during the month of August, 1800, Judge 
Hall again charged the grand jury in an able and eloquent 

* At the time of her marriage, Mise Homer, who was an orphan, was only fif- 
teen years of age. Under the title of " A True Story," ft very romantic nccount 
of the circumstances attending her courtship and marriage appeared in the 
" Herald of Free dom," in December, 1789. In this narrative, Ophelia represents 
Mi*> Homer; I .y sunder, Mr. Hall; and Alphonso a disappointed lover. The 
"True Mory" was copied into the " Barnstable Journal" in August, 1829, and 
wa« reprinted in the "Troy Daily I'ost" on the 21st of February, is -15. Mr*. 
Hall outlived her husband many years, and died on the 21st of February, 1813, 
aged seventy-two years. 
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manner. TTis address on this occasi m was subsequently pnb- 
lished at tlieir request. In the course of his remarks, he ad- 
verted to the character of Washington, whose death had lately 
occurred, in these words : — 

" Our country has sustained an irreparable loss by the death 
of this greatest and best of men. To bestow on him the epithet 
of great, would be but common praise. His name alone ex- 
presses enough. The simple name of Washington will be 
remembered with veneration and respect by posterity, when all 
the titles of human greatness and distinction have sunk beneath 
the stroke of time. All our orators and poets have vied with 
each other to do justice to his merit, and sacred and profane 
history have been raasacked to find his equal. When the 
parallel has beeu drawn between him and Moses or Solomon in 
sacred history, or between him and the greatest characters, 
both ancient and modern, that profane history can boast, they 
appear but diminished spectres. Ilis deserved fame eclipses 
every other name 

" Ilis character in private as well as public life, is without a 
blemish. He seems to have possessed every accomplishment 
which makes a man either amiable or estimable. His senti- 
ments of religion were noble and elevated. Ilis regard for 
Christianity was evidenced by a respectful attendance on its 
instituted forms of worship, and by treating with equal candor 
and indulgence all denominations, without preferring one to 
the other. His gentle and amiable disposition endeared him 
to his private friends. His graceful manners engaged him the 
affections of all orders of the people. He was one of the most 
accomplished men of the age, and possessed all the great quali- 
ties both of body and mind, natural and acquired, which could 
fit him for the high station to which he attained. Hie affability 
of his address encouraged those who might be overawed by the 
sense of his dignity and wisdom. Though he often indulged 
his facetious humor, he knew how to temper it with discre- 
tion, and ever kept at a distance from all indecent familiarities 
with those about him. He l.ved and practised the virtues of 
domestic life, which seldom hold their residence among the 
great. He was chaste and temperate, enjoying without excess 
the social pleasures of the table. All his titles of greatness 
Merc adorned by the tender name of a faithful husband and 
an indulgent parent, for, though childless himself, he embraced 
as his own the children of his brother and sister, and the ex- 
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pres*ions of his regard were extended to the most distant and 
obscure branches of his numerous kindred. His familiar friends 
were judiciously selected. He respected the good and the vir- 
tuous, who with the innocent were rewarded by his judicious 
liberality, while the more diffusive circle of his benevolence 
was circumscribed only by the limits of the human race. 

44 When not engaged in war, he cultivated the arts of peace. 
That he delighted in farming, is evident fVom his following the 
plough in his native soil, and from the great improvements he 
made in every branch of agriculture. That lie wished to be 
useful in ordinary life, was evideuced by his acting as a mem- 
ber of assembly, a magistrate, and sitting as a common juror in 
a court of justice, in the county where he resided. Washing- 
ton was not stimulated by avarice, fired by ambition, nor did 
he thirst for conquest. It should ever be remembered that ho 
was never engaged in any offensive war. Hie whole military - 
career is rendered more glorious and resplendent, when it. is 
considered that he always fought in defence of his country. His 
mild disposition was ever respected by the good and virtuous, 
while the vigor of his character struck terror into the degene- 
rate and guilty. Xo more lives were sacrificed under his com- 
mand, than the fato of war rendered inevitable. Although he 
always considered the exercise of 6trict justice as the most 
important duty of his official life, yet the exercise of mercy was 
his most delightful employment. Should his enemies doubt 
this, I call on them to read, if they can, without emotion, his 
letter to Captain Asgill, containing the pleasing yet unexpected 
tidings of his enlargement from what he had long dreaded as 
a dismal confinement. 

44 Heaven seems to have sent him upon earth, to serve at 
once as an example of that perfection of which human nature 
is capable, and of that happiness it may enjoy in private life — 
and at the same time, to have liberally endowed him with those 
public virtues, which sometimes raise human naturo above 
itself. In short, nothing seems wanting to grace the perfection 
of his character. He sustained adversity with firmness, and 
prosperity with moderation. The power and sublimity of his 
genius transcended the fame of Ca?sar, and his consummate 
wisdom and prudence, that of Augustus, nis superiority in 
peace, as well as in war, has been acknowledged by all, aud 
even his enemies have confessed, with a sigh, his great and 
shining accomplishments, and that he loved his country and 
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deserved (lie empire of tlic world. Though we cannot expect 
to reach the transcendent height of hid public honors and mili- 
tary glory, yet with respect to the exercise of his private and 
domestic virtues, we may in some measure he imitators of him. 
Let us, then, copy his bright example. Let us live and act as 
he advises, and in this way shall we more convincingly evi- 
dence our regard for his memory, than we should, were we daily 
to repair to his sepulchre, and bedew with tears of sincere 
regret, that stupendous monument of our country's salvation." 

While attending the General Assembly, during their session 
at Montpelier, in the autumn of 1 80S, Judge Hall was seized 
with a violent catarrhal affection which assumed an incurable 
form, and caused his death on the 17th of May, ISO!). In his 
" Descriptive Sketch'' of Vermont, published in 1707, Dr. John 
A. Graham observes of Mr. Hall : — He " is one of the judges 
of the Supreme court, which office he tills in such a manner as 
to reflect honour, even on so important a station. His memory 
is so wonderfully tenacious, as to make him master of every 
subject he reads or hears, and to enable him to recapitulate 
them without the slightest hesitation or previous studv." As a 
friend, Mr. Hall was constant, confiding, and generous. As a 
citizen, patriotic, public-spirited, and liberal. As a husband, 
obliging, affectionate, and gentle. He was ever ready to assist 
the poor in their misery, ami the afflicted in their suffering. 
Nothing aroused more fully his resentment than the oppression 
of the weak by the strong.* His legal abilities were of a high 
order, and Mere well suited to the times in which, and the peo- 
ple among whom he lived. While on the bench, his opinions 
were prepared with deliberation, and his decisions were ever 
based in justice and right. II is fund of anecdote was great, 
and a memory of surpassingly retentive powers enabled him to 
call up on any occasion, incidents illustrative of whatever topic 
might be under consideration. This remarkable faculty, com- 

* An instance of his readiness to espouse the cause of the opprewed wns scan 
in the attempt which he made — ut a meeting of the " church of Christ" in West- 
minster, held on the 27th of May, 17M— to defend Mr*. Kcthinh Holt on, a mom. 
her of that church, ngninst whom lie thought nn undue severity was being exer- 
cised, on account of her avowal of the belief "that all mankind will finally 
be re.-tored to the Divine favor through the sufferings, death, and atonement of 
Christ." An account of the proceeding* on this occasion, and a report of Judge 
Hall s rcmnrkH, were published in the " Farmer's Weekly Museum," on the 'id of 
June, and the 7th of July, 17J5. and in the "Rural Magazine: or Vermont Repo- 
sitory," for June, 1795. 
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hiiicd with an extensive experience of men and things, and an 
atl'aMe dis[Ki<itii>n, rendered his conversation not only agreeable 
hat instructive. Though li ving in the fifty-third year < if his 
age, his life was an active one, and his personal and political 
influence was felt and acknowledged in the community in 
which he resided.* 



THOMAS JOHNSON. 

In tho year 1762, Thomas Johnson, then in tlie twenty-first 
year of his age, removed from Hampstcad, New Hampshire, 
to Newhury on the New Hampshire Grants. In the service 
of (.'ill. Jacob Hayley he was entrusted with the care of that 
gentleman's lands, which were situated on the west side 
of the Connecticut, and were suhsequcntly comprised within 
the limits of Newbury. The charter of Newbury was granted 
by Benning Wentworth, on the 18th of March, 1 7*»3, and in 
the same year Mr. Johnson became a resident of the town, and 
there purchased lands. At this time there was no road in any 
direction leading from Newbury, and bread-stuffs and all arti- 
cles of furniture, agriculture, and consumption, were brought 
on horseback from the head waters of the Merrimac, or in hoars 
from (,'harlestown, eighty miles below. The new settlement 
rapidly increased in population, and its rich acres were soon 
converted into well-cultivated farms. In the summer of 1775, 
Mr. Johnson, who then owned large tracts of land, and had 
hecoine a successful merchant, built for the accommodation of 
himself and family, a large house, which is still standing, and 
which even at this day, is one of the hest and most spacious 
dwellings in the town. 

At the commencement of the Revolution, the inhabitants of 
Newhury, who were nearly all Whigs, held a town meeting, 

• Journals Am. Cong., cd. 1823, i. 11V, 238, 210. Sparks's Writing* of Well- 
ington, iii. 27". Almon's Remembrancer, iL 353: Hi. 180: iv. 264. 317. House 
Document* of 20th Cong., tut cession, No. 58. Deming'e Cat. of Vt. Officers, pa*- 
tint. Thomas's (Mtt*>.) Spy, Dec. !3th, 1792, No. 1028. Farmers' Weekly Mu- 
seum, or New Hampshire and Vermont Journal, Walpolc, N.H., Sept 3d, 17'JK 
Farmers' Museum, or Literary Gazette. Wnlpole, N. H., August 18th and 25th, 
isiii). Grahams Vt., p. 111." Beckley'g Hist. Vt, p. 124. Acts and Laws Vt 
18UO, pp. 89-40. Ante, p. 458. 
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and in the most deliberate manner declared themselves inde- 
pendent of Great Britain, and entered the declaration in thu 
records of the town. During the latter part of March and the 
early part of April, 177*>, Mr. Johnson traced out on loot, 
through an unbroken wilderness and the melting snows of spring, 
a path for a military road from Newbury to St. John's. His 
journal of the survey was sent to General Washington. The 
object of this examination was to ascertain a practicable and 
short route for the invasion of Canada. Several other explora- 
tions of a similar character were made at this period, but cir- 
cumstances never afterwards favored an expedition which was 
so strongly desired, so long contemplated, and once actually 
organized under La Fayette. In the year 1777, Mr. Johnson at 
that time holding a captain's commission, raised and tc»ok the 
command of a company, which served under General Lincoln, 
whose head-quarters were at Manchester. With this distin- 
guished officer, Captain Johnson was for some time connected 
as aid-de-camp. In September of the same year, General Lin- 
coln sent five hundred men, of whom Captain Johnson's com- 
pany formed a part, to reconnoitre Ticondcroga and Mount 
Independence. The former post was taken, and the latter was 
besieged for several days. 

In a letter to his wife, dated the 12th of September, 1777, in 
camp, near Mount Independence, Captain Johnson observed : — 
u I have had little sleep these three nights, for the roaring of 
cannon and the cracking of guns are continually in our ears. 
I must say that I felt ugly when I first heard the tiring. I have- 
had but few chances of firing my gun at the enemy. When I 
fired the first time, they gave me three for one. The cannon- 
balls and the grape-shot rattle like hail-stones, but they don't 
kill men. I don't feel any more concerned here, than I did at 
home in my business." Of the prisoners taken at Crown Point 
during this expedition, one hundred were placed in the charge 
of Captain Johnson, who conducted them to Charlestown, New 
Hampshire, where he delivered them to a continental officer, 
who led them into country quarters. Captain Johnson then 
returned to Newbury, where he was actively employed for 
the next fonr years in improving his estate. During this period 
he was honored by the Assembly of New York with a lieute- 
nant-colonel's commission in the militia. On account of his par- 
ticipation in the transactions at Tieonderoga, Colonel Johnson 
was narrowly watched by the British, who sought to take him. 
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The method of his capture on the morning of the Sth of March, 
17S1, wliile at Pcaeham, and the treatment he received during 
his detention in Canada, have been already detailed.* On the 
,1th of October following, he was released on parole of honor, 
having first pledged his faith to General llaldiinand in a writ- 
ten agreement, that, until he should he *' legally exchanged,'' 
he would "not do or say anything contrary to his Majesty's 
interest or government,'' and would " repair to whatever place 
his Kxcellency or any other, his Majesty's commander-in-chief 
in America," should designate. This parole was the cause of 
great trouble and anxiety to him during the year 1782. lie 
sometimes received visits from spies, with whom, on nccount 
of his peculiar relations with the enemy, he was obliged to hold 
communication. A knowledge of an intercourse of this nature 
subjected him to suspicion as a traitor, and rendered his situa- 
tion very unpleasant. To free himself from an imputation so 
galling to his honor and patriotism, he communicated to Gene- 
ral Washington all the information he had obtained during his 
captivity, concerning the designs of the British; detailed to him 
the measures he had taken to gain his liberty ; revealed to him 
his motives for adopting the course he had pursued since his 
return from Canada ; enclosed hiin a copy of the .agreement ho 
had made with General llaldiinand ; and prayed that some 
means might be taken to effect his exchange, and restore him 
to perfect freedom. 

Furnished with letters of introduction from the Hon. Mcshech 
Weare, President of New Hampshire, and Nathaniel Peabody, 
a respected citizen of that state, Colonel Johnson visited Gene- 
ral Washington in the latter part of the year 17S2. The result 
of this interview is not known. It is certain, however, that 
the conduct of Colonel Johnson met with the full approbation 
of General Washington. Fearing that he should be recalled to 
Canada, Colonel Johnson absented himself from home, and did 
not return until after the *20th of January, 1783. the date of the 
declaration of peace. On one occasion, and while subjected to 
his parole, he was informed that the British had laid a plan to 
capture his friend and neighbor, Gen. Jacob Bay ley. At the 
risk of his own life and liberty, he forewarned the General of 
his danger, and enabled him to escape it. Among the gentle- 
men with whom he was in correspondence, and for whom ho 

• S«s ante, pp. 401-108. 
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procured intelligence concerning the British, was Capt. Ebcne- 
zer Webster, of Salisbury, Xew Hampshire, the father of Daniel 
Webster, who in the year 17S2 commanded the militia raised 
for the protection of the northern frontiers, and was stationed 
for a time at Xewbury. 

The patriotism of Colonel Johnson, though subjected to many 
severe trials, was ever pure and perfect, and his worth and in- 
tegrity were undoubted. He possessed the entire confidence 
of his fellow-townsmen, ami represented them in the General 
Assembly of Vermont, during the years 17SC, 1787,1788, 1789, 
1 7i*« >, 1 795, 1 707, 1 791), 1 800, and 1 801 . He was born in Haver- 
hill, Massachusetts, on the 22d of March, 1732, O. S., and 
died at Xewbury on the 4th of January, 1819, at the age of 
seventy-seven years. His father was John Johnson, who was 
bom in Haverhill, Massachusetts, on the 15th of Xovember, 
1711. His great-great-grandfather was William Johnson, who 
in the year 1034 or 1035 was one of the founders and proprie- 
tors of Charlestown, Massachusetts, and who emigrated from 
Heme Hill, in the county of Kent, England. Edward John- 
son, a brother of William, was a proprietor and founder of 
Woburn, Massachusetts, and was the author of a quaint history 
of the colony, which has now become a rare work.* 



JOSEPH KELLOGG. 

"When the town of Deerfield was destroyed by the Indians, on 
the 29th of February, 1703, Joseph Kellogg, then a lad of 
twelve, with his brother Martin Jr., and his sisters Joanna and 
Kebccca, was taken captive and carried to Canada. Here be 
remained with the Indians a year, and was then delivered to 
the French, with whom he spent the ten years succeeding. 
During this time he travelled with traders, and by participating 
in their negotiations, not only acquired the French language, 
but the tongues of all the tribes of Indians with which the 
French were engaged in traffic. Of the dialect of the Mohawks 
his knowledge was especially thorough. In this manner, to use 

• 

* MSS. in the possession of the Johnson family. Powers'* Hist SkeU-hw «»f the 
Coos Country, pp. 48, 180, 181, 194-221. Deiuing's Cnt. of Vt, Officers, paninu 
Graham's Descriptive Sketch of Vt., p. 149. 
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liis own expressions, he " got into a very pood way of business, 
so as to get. considerable of moneys and other things, and hand- 
somely to support himself, and was under no restraint at all." 
Yielding to the solicitations of his brother, and encouraged by 
Colonel Stoddard and Mr. AYilliams, he returned home in the 
year 1714, and two years later was placed in the pay of govern- 
ment. Thus did he obtain a livelihood until the year 1722, 
when he was employed by the province of Massachusetts Bay- 
to perform journeys to Canada, Albany, and other distant 
places. Of his more specific duties there still remain a few data, 
which, it is reasonable 1o suppose, may be regarded as reliable. 
In 172*2, he commanded a company of ten men at Xorthtiold. 
It also appears by a memorandum dated the 20th of July, in 
the same year, that he was a lieutenant under Samuel Barnard, 
and acted also as an interpreter. lie was captain of a com- 
pany at Deertield in 172'i, and of another at Sufficld, Connecti- 
cut, from November, 1723, to May, 1724. On the 0th of 
November, 1723, he was ordered to scout on the northern fron- 
tier of Hampshire county. His skill in Indian signals, and 
modes of ambush and warfare, enabled him to meet the savage 
foe on terms almost equal. In obedience to a command dated 
the 22d of May, 1724, Colonel Kellogg, as he was then desig- 
nated, attended an Indian conference at Albany, in company 
with Colonel Stoddard. In the same year he sent out several 
scouting parties, of whose routes and doings he preserved a 
journal, which he afterwards sent to Lieut.-Gov. "William l)um- 
mer. As a specimen of documents of this kind, it is here in- 
serted : — 

" May it please your Honour. 

" These wait upon your Honour, to present my humble Duty 
to you, and acquaint you with my proceedings. Pursuant to 
your order, I have sent out several scouts, an account of w c I 
here present your Honour with. 

" The first on November 30, w c went on y* west side of Con- 
necticut River, and crossing y e West River went up to y« 
Great Falls and returned, making no discover}- of any 
Enemy. 

"The next scout went up y e West "River 0 miles, and then 
crossed y e wood up to y c Great Falls, and returned, making 
no discovery of any new signs of an enemy. 

"The next scout, I sent out west from Northfield about 12 miles 
and from thence northward, crossing AVest River thro y" 
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wood* : then steering east, they came to y* Canoo place about 
1G or 17 miles above Northfield. 

'•The next scout I sent out northwest, about 6 miles, and then 
they steered north until they crossed West Kiver, and so thro 
V* woods to v c Great Meadow below v° (ireat Falls, then thev 
crossed Connecticut Kiver and came down on v" Kast side 
untill they came to North field without any new Discovery, 
this Meadow being about 32 miles from Northtield. 

"The next scout I sent up y« West River Mountain, and there 
to Lodge on y' top and view Evening and Morning for 
smoaks, and from thence, up to y e mountain at y e Great Falls 
and there also to Lodge on y" top and view morning and 
evening for smoaks ; but these making no discovery, .re- 
turned. 

" The next scout, I sent up y* West liiver 5 miles and then 
north till they came upon Sextons Kiver, (> miles from y" 
mouth of it, w e empties it self at y« foot of y e Great Falls, 
and then they came down till they came to y e mouth of it, 
and so returned, but made no discovery of anv enemv. 
" I have here eriven vour Honour a true account of the several 
scouts I have sent out, and I should have sent out many more, 
but y« great difficulty of* high water and unfavorable weather, 
and very slippery going and snow, has prevented any greater 
pr< tcecd i ngs t herei n ." 

Finding that these employments, though necessary and labo- 
rious, scarcely afforded him the means of living, he petitioned 
tlie General Court of Massachusetts, on the 4th of January, 
1727, for "some reward or assistance." In answer to his 
prayer, a grant was mafic him of two hundred acres of the un- 
appropriated lands in the county of Hampshire. In the same 
year, Fort Dummer was converted into a garrisoned trading- 
house, and the charge of it was given to Captain Kellogg. 
Here he remained as commander and truck-master until the 
year 1740. But these employments did not hinder him from 
engaging in others. He was appointed on the 19th of October, 
1733, with Timothy Dwight and William Chandler, to lay out 
the townships at Pequoiag, and on Ashuelot river in New 
Hampshire. In the year 1736', he received a warrant to act as 
interpreter for the Buy province to the Indian nations, which 
warrant was confirmed by a more specific commission, dated in 
17-4<>. From this time until the year 1749, he received pay 
from the Fort Hummer establishment as interpreter, and, 
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according to his own candid statement, " acted as such with 
great lidelit y, and to the acceptance, as lie hopes, of the govern- 
ment. " He was present at the Indian conference held at the 
fort, on the 5th and Oth of October, 1737, and bore an import- 
ant part in the transactions of that occasion. From 1741) until 
1753, he was variously occupied, but, as it appears from a peti- 
tion dated on the 30th of May, in the latter year, had not at 
that time received pay for his services during the four years 
] >receding. He was also employed for fifteen months as an 
interpreter in the school which was established by the Rev. 
John Sergeant and Ephraim Williams, Esqr., at Stockluidge, 
for the education of Indian youths. In the year 1754, he was 
present at the celebrated Albany treaty, " which was attended 
by a greater number of respectable personages, from the seve- 
ral provinces and colonies, than had met upon any similar occa- 
sion." 

His services in behalf of government do not seem to havo 
met with the reward they merited, and a petition presented by 
him to the General Court, on the 29th of May, 1755, shows 
that the arrearages for which he had asked two years before, 
had not. yet been paid him. In the year 1756, though broken 
in health, and at the age of sixty-six, he was persuaded by 
General Shirley to accompany him as an interpreter to Oswego. 
The fatigue incident to the undertaking proved too great for his 
enfeebled constitution, and he died before the completion of the 
journey, and was buried at Schenectady. u He was the best 
interpreter in his day that New England had," observes the 
Kev. Gideon Ilawlev, " and was employed upon every occa- 
sion." It is supposed he was born in Suffield, Connecticut. 

Martin Kellogg Jr., the brother of Joseph, well known by 
the name of Captain Kellogg, and who was captured at the 
burning of Deertield and taken to Canada, escaped from Mon- 
treal in company with three others, in May or June, 1705, and 
returned home. In the month of August, 170$, while on a 
scouting expedition -to White river, in the present state of Ver- 
mont, he was again taken prisoner by the Indians, but succeeded 
in discharging his gun and wounding one of his enemies in the 
thigh before his capture. He was a second time conveyed to 
Canada, and during his life was compelled on several occasions 
to make involuntary journeys of a similar nature, to that pro- 
vince. He was remarkable for his courage and bodily strength, 
and many stories were related of his feats and exploits in early 
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life. Like his brother, he was employed in the mission school 
at Stockbridgc, where it is believed his labors were acceptable. 
He lived at Xewington, near Farmington, in Connecticut, 
where it is supposed he died, about the year 1758. It is not 
known at what time Joanna, one of the sisters of Joseph and 
Martin, returned home. The other sister, Rebecca, who was 
about three years old at the time of her capture, resided among 
the Caughuawagas in Canada, until she Mas a maiden grown. 
On her return, she became the wife of Benjamin Ashley. In 
the year 1753, when Mr. — afterwards the Rev. — Gideon Haw- 
ley, of Marshpee, was employed with others, to visit the Indians 
at Onohoghgwage or Oquago, now the town of Windsor, in 
Broome county, New York, she accompanied the mission, and 
was regarded as " a very good sort of woman, and an extraor- 
dinary interpreter in the Iroquois language." She resided at 
Onohoghgwage until the time of her death, which took place 
in August, 1757, and was buried at that place. She was much 
lamented by the Indians. Her Indian name was Wausaunia.* 



SAMUEL KNIGHT 

occupied a position of great 

influence and high respecta- " 
bility among the lawyers who practised at the bar of Cumber- 
land comity prior to the Revolution. Hie commission as an 
attorney-at-law in "his Majesty's courts of record" in that 
county, was dated the 23d of June, 1772. The only appoint- 
ment which he held under the province of New York, was that 
of commissioner to administer oaths of office. This he received 
on the 18th of February, 1774. He was present at the afl'ray 
which occurred at Westminster on the 13th of March, 1775. 
At the inquest which was held on the body of William French, 
who was shot on that occasion, he, with four others, was de- 
clared guilty of his death. The conduct of Mr. Knight imme- 



* Journals Gen. Court Matt. Bay, fxutiin. M.3S. in office Sec. State 
Mm*. Hi«tt. Coll., iv. 57 : x. 113. Iiiog. Mem. of Rev. John Williams, pp. 84, 1 18. 
HUt Wc»t. Maw., i. 158. Doc. Hist X. Y., iii. 1033-1016. Hoyt"« Indian Wars, 
pp. U»5, 199. 
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diately after this event, is described iti n foot-note to that most 
entertaining tale. by tlie Hon. Daniel 1'. Thompson, entitled 
"The Hanger*; or the Tory's Daughter." The tacts narrated 
in this foot-note rest on the authority of "an aged and distin- 
guished early settler" of Vermont, and are given in his own 
words : — " I have heard Judge Samuel Knight describe the 
trepidation that seized a portion of the community, when, after 
the massacre, ami on the rising of the surrounding country, 
they came to learn the excited state of the populace. lie 
related how he and another member of the bar (Stearns, I 
think, who was afterwards attorney -secretary of .Nova Scotia) 
hurried down to the river, and finding there a boat (such as 
was used in those times for carrying seines or nets at the shad 
and salmon fishing-grounds, which were frequent on both sides 
the river, below the Great Falls), they paddled themselves 
across, and lay all day under a log in the pine forest opposite 
the town ; and when night came, went to Parson Fessendcn's, 
at Walpolc, and obtained a horse ; 60 that, by riding and tying, 
they got out of the country till the storm blew over, when 
Knight returned to Brnttleborou<rh." 

From Westminster, Knight went to Boston, and thence to the 
city of New York, where he arrived on the 2!>th of March. 
On his return to Brattleborough in the course of the following 
summer, he resumed his professional duties, but does not appear 
to have taken any very active part in the struggle between 
Great Britain and the colonies. When Vermont was declared 
a separate and independent state, he strenuously favored the 
jurisdiction of New York on the "Grants," and strove to effect 
a reconciliation between the contending parties. In the supply 
bill passed by the Legislature of New York on the +th of No- 
vember, 1778, i'GO were voted to him as a reimbursement of 
his " expences in attending upon the Legislature, on the busi 
ness of quieting the disorder's prevailing in the north-eastern 
parts of this state." Satisfied, at length, that New York would 
never be able to maintain her claim to the " Grants," he became 
an open supporter of the government of Vermont, lie after- 
wards removed to Guilford, and in the year 1781 was appointed 
a justice of the peace. Owing to the discontent of some of the 
citizens of that portion of the state, who believed him to be in- 
fected not only with sentiments favorable to New York, but 
with Tory principles, he was suspended from office by the 
Council on the 12th of April of the same year, lie was rein- 
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stated on the 2r>th of October following. He occupied the posi- 
tion of lirst judge of Windham comity during the years 17SG, 
1794, 179.J, and 1801, and presided as chief justice in the 
Supreme court of the state from 17*9 to 1793. In his "De- 
scriptive Sketch of Vermont," Dr. John A. Graham observes 
of Judge Knight : — * 4 He was bred to the law; is a gentleman 
of great abilities ; and has rendered many essential services to 
his. fellow-citizens, but, I am sorry to add, they have by no 
means been recompensed as they ought to be. To Mr. Knight 
that celebrated line of Pope may truly be applied, 

" * An honart man '» the noblest work of God.*"* 



I.IKE KXOWLTON. 

Like Knowlton was born in Shrewsbury, Worcester county, 
Massachusetts, and was married to Sarah Holland, who bore 
him three sons and four daughters. He removed to Newfane 
in the year 1772, where he lived until the time of his death, 
which occurred on the 12th of December, 1810, at the age of 
seventy-three years. The third charter of the township of New- 
fane was granted by the government of New York on the 11th 
of May, 1772, to Walter Franklin and twenty others, most of 
whom were inhabitants of New York city. On the day follow- 
ing, the charter was conveyed to Luke Knowlton and John 
Taylor, of Worcester county, Massachusetts. The town was 
organized on the 17th of May, 1774, and on that occasion 
Knowlton was chosen town-clerk, and held that post for sixteen 
years. He was town representative in the General Assembly 
of Vermont in the years 1784, 17S8, and 1781J ; a member of 
the Council from 1790 to 1800, inclusive; a member of the 
constitutional convention in 1793 ; and a judge of the court of 
Windham county from 1787 to 1793. 

In his "Letters from Vermont," John Andrew Graham 
refers to Mr. Knowlton in a very complimentary manner, in 
connection with a few remarks relative to Newfane. 44 This 
town," the writer observs, 44 owes its consequence in a great 

• The Rar.gom, i. t>'2, 93. X. Y. Giwtte, Monday, April 10th, 1773. Orohatn'o 
Letter*, pp. 109. 110. Lawn of N. Y.. 1777-17tW, Holt's ed, p. 47. Doc. Hist 
N V., iv. l-t>>. 
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measure to Mr. Luke Knowlton, a lending character, and a mar. 
of great ambition and enterprise, of tew words, but possessed 
of the keenest perception, and an almost intuitive knowledge 
of huiiian nature, of which lie is a perfect judge. This gentle- 
man, owing to the particular method in which he has transacted 
business, has obtained the appellation of Saint Luke. Young 
2VI r. Knowlton is a practitioner at the bar. He is modest, inge- 
nuous, and master of abilities that give a fair promise of his 
becoming a most valuable citizen. Saint Luke is the owner 
of much the best and most elegant buildings in the place." 
Calvin Knowhon, the young man referred to in this extract, and 
a s«»n of Luke Knowlton, graduated at Dartmouth College in 
17SS, and was educated in the law. lie adorned his profession 
by his learning and ability, and his worth was acknowledged 
by all who knew him. lie died on the 20th of January, 1*00, 
aged thirty-nine years. 

On the 12th of September, 17*0, Luke Knowlton was fur- 
nished by Guv. George Clinton with an introductory letter to 
the Xew York delegates in Congress, and soon after visited 
Philadelphia for the purpose of urging upon Congress the ne- 
cessity of settling the controversy between Xew York and Ver- 
mont. The result of his mission has been stated in another 
place.* Previous to the year 17S4, Mr. Knowlton gave in his 
adherence to the government of Vermont, and became a citizen 
of that state. In the division of the $30,000 which New York 
received from Vermont, on the accession of the latter state to 
the Union, Mr. Knowlton received §,24fl..13, on account of the 
losses he had sustained, by being obliged to give up lands 
which he had held under a Xew York title. 

It is much to be regretted that so little is known of the life 
of a man of the ability of Luke Knowlton. The Hon. Paul. II. 
Knowlton, who resides at the village of Knowlton, in the town- 
ship of Broome, C. E., and is a member of the Legislative 
Council of Canada, possesses no records of family biography 
relating to his enterprising and intelligent grandfather.! 

• See ante, pp. SSI, 382. 

f Thompson's Vt, Part III. p. 126. Graham's Descriptive Sketch of Vt, 1707, 
p. 103. Doc. nirt N. Y., iv. 1021. 

Ad account of the conduct of Luke Knowlton during the time in which the 
British in Canada were endeavoring to obtain possession of Vermont^ and of the 
•uxpicions which this conduct excited, is given in the sketch of the life of S im; i:i 
Wells. 
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JOSEPH LORD 

of Putney, by commissions dated the (U ft * £ sfg fS 
16th of July, 1766, was appointed second <JT ^ — > 
judge of the Inferior court of Common Pleas, and a justice of 
the peace for Cumberland county. These commissions were 
renewed on two subsequent occasion*, and lie was continued in 
office until the commencement of the Revolution, lie was also 
appointed by a writ of dsdimu* potmtatern, a commissioner to 
" 6 wear all officers" chosen in that county, and held the office 
until the 14th of April, 1772. Respecting his abilities, there 
arc no means of deciding ; but of his uprightness and candor, 
as a man and as a judicial officer, there can be no doubt. A 
few months previous to the time for appointing judges in the 
year 1772, Mr. Lord was desirous of withdrawing from the ser- 
vice of the province. In his letter to Governor Tryon, dated the 
29th of January, he declared his reasons for wishing to retire, 
in these words :— " I, being now arrived at the sixty-eighth 
year of my age, and attended with the infirmities common to 
advancing years, such as great deafness, loss of memory, dim- 
ness of sight, and at times, a paralytic tremor in my hands, Are., 
which disqualifies me for the full, free, and perfect discharge 
of the offices of second judge of the Inferior court of Common 
Pleas, and justice of the peace, which I have sustained in the 
county for several years last past — and having a desire to retire 
from public business and spend the remainder of my days in a 
calm retirement therefrom, and concern myself in nothing else, 
but doing good to my numerous family and neighbors, and 
praying for the KING, your Excellency, and all others the 
King's officers, and prepare for a glorious immortality — there 
fore humbly entreat your Excellency to appoint some other per- 
son to said offices in my room and stead." 

Having been informed that his colleague had tendered his 
resignation, Judge Chandler wrote to Governor Tryon, begging 
him to continue Judge Lord in office in the next commission, 
and suggesting the propriety of rewarding him for his past ser- 
vices — especially for his efforts in quelling a disturbance in 
which the inhabitants of Windsor had been engaged — by grant- 
ing to him some of tho " unappropriated lands" in die province, 
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which the late Gov. Benning Wentworth had conveyed to him- 
self, the title to which, by n subsequent resolve of the present 
Governor and the Council of New Hampshire, had been de- 
clared void. Previous to this time, the court had been consti- 
tuted with three judges. A fourth was added in the next com- 
mission, and Judge Lord was continued, but with the under- 
standing that he was to take only " as little share of the burden 
of the office " upon himself as should be agreeable to him. 
" II is Excellency," wrote Governor Tryon, in a letter dated tho 
3d of April, 1772, "desirous of retaining in office the most re- 
spectable persons in the county, could not think of appointing 
any person in your stead." The little that is known of this 
worthy magistrate is so favorable, that a natural regret arises 
at the absence of the data which might supply the details of 
his life, character, and services.* 



Westminster, has given his name a notoriety. Of the man 
himself little is known. William Paterson is said to have been 
of Irish and Scotch descent, and is supposed to have been born 
in Ireland. Following in the train of his friend, Crean Brush, 
he removed to Westminster in the year 1772 or 1773, and in 
October of the latter year received from the Council of Ap- 
pointmeut of the province of New York the shrievalty of Cum- 
berland county, which office he held until the authority of Great 
Britain ceased to be recognized on the " Grants." Of the man- 
ner in which he conducted at tho " Westminster Massacre," an 
account has already been given.f In his history of the "Ame- 
rican Loyalists," Mr. Sabine, in closing a sketch of the events 
of March 13th, observes of Paterson : — " That he was very 
much in fault, in the transactions which connect his name with 
the sad deeds here briefly considered, hardly admits of a 

• Doc Hiat N. Y., iv. 767-759, 766, 766 
\ 8«e ante, p. 218. 
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doubt, and appears as well from the statements of the Loyalists, 
as from the report of the Whig committee."' After suffering 
imprisonment in the Gmrt-house at Westminster, until Sun- 
day, the 19th of March, he, with several of his friends, was 
placed in charge of a body of the Whigs, who guarded him to 
Northampton, where he was again placed in confinement. 
How long he remained at Northampton does not appear, but 
he did not obtain a final discharge until the 22d of November 
following. It would be pleasant, could we tear aside the veil 
of oblivion which shrouds his hist or)' in obscurity, or explore 
the recesses in which are buried those little data, which, were 
they all gathered, would reveal more fully the transactions of 
his life. But the veil appears impenetrable to mortal eyes, and 
the very locality of the recesses we would explore is yet to be 
determined. 



CHAULE8 PHELPS, 

bon of Nathaniel Phelps, was 
bom at Northampton, Massa- 
chusetts, on the 15th of August, 
1717, and was educated in the 
profession of the law. lie married Dorothy, a daughter of 
Hczekiah Root, of the same place, on the 24th of April, 1 740, 
and afterwards removed to Hadley, where he resided for many 
vears. In the charter of Marlborough, which town was the 
third on the New Hampshire Grants granted by Gov. Penning 
Wentworth, his name appears as one of the original grantees. 
This charter, which was dated the 29th of April, 1751, was re- 
newed on the 21st of September, 17G1, and again renewed on 
the 17th of April, 17G4. On the last occasion, power was 
given to Charles Phelps to call town meetings, and the name 
of JYtun Marlborough was substituted for that of Marlborough. 
But the prefix, although used by the Phelps family for a time 
was never received with favor. In the year 17G4, Mr. Phelps, 
with his family, removed to Marlborough, for the purpi>so of 
f-nmmcnciug a settlement on the lands which he held from 
New Hampshire. On learning that the King, by an Order in 
Coined dated the 2>rh of July, 1704, had established "the 
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western banks of the river Connecticut" as tlie eastern boun- 
dary line of New York, lie applied to tlie Governor of that 
province, on the l."»th of October, 17t»f», for a charter confirma- 
tory of the charter of Marlborough, and renewed his application 
in October of the following year. It does not appear that his 
re(piest was favorably answered. Notwithstanding this failure 
to H'ciirc the title of his lands, he was convinced that the New 
Hampshire Grants were now within the jurisdiction of New 
York, and henceforth became a subject of that province. Iie- 
sidmg on the "Grants" at a time anterior to the establishment 
of any of the forms of government within its bounds, and hav- 
ing been instrumental in obtaining the patent for Cumberland 
county, he grew up, as it were, with this first division of the 
disputed territory, labored for its benelit, and finally received 
as his reward the lion's share in the bitter fruits of its over- 
throw. After suffering by fine, imprisonment, confiscation of 
property, and banishment from Vermont, on account of his 
devotion to New York, he at length took the oath of allegiance 
to the former state. His feelings, however, underweut but lit- 
tle change, and until the day of his death, he retained the 
strongest antipathy against the government which had been 
the means of destroying his own happiness, and rendering his 
household the abode of sorrow and insanity. 

His eccentricities, which at first were neither many nor 
strongly marked, were not regarded with that leniency 
whieh would have tended to make them less the objects of 
notice. On this account, and by reason of the sufferings which 
his attachment to New York induced, his peculiarities increased 
with age. Between the years 1770 and 1772, at the expense 
of the proprietors of the town of Marlborough, he built a kind 
of log barn near his dwelling, to which he gave the name of a 
meeting-house, but it was never used as such, except by his 
own family. The causes which led to his dismissal, and that, 
of his son Timothy, from the church, are not known. At the 
bar, Mr. Phelps is said to have been intolerable, by reason of 
the length of his pleadings. The four hours allowed him by 
the court would often bring him to the threshold only of his 
argument, and he was frequently obliged to stop without touch- 
ing upon the merits of the case. 

When, in the year 1775, the people residing on the eastern 
side of the Green Mountains evinced their hatred of oppression 
by their acts at Westminster on the 13th of March, Mr. Phelps 
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approved of the course (lien pursued, and, inasmuch as revolt 
from British domination, and opposition to New York exac- 
tions, were at that time deemed identical in spirit, since the lat- 
ter was the result of tho former, he exerted his influence in 
resisting the encroachments of despotism, and in endeavoring 
to establish a new order of things. But when New York had 
thrown off her allegiance to Great Britain, and had entered 
into the war of the Revolution with a spirit as determined as 
that displayed by her sister colonies, he acknowledged her juris- 
diction, and uniting with the majority of the inhabitants on the 
" Grants," offered his services for the good of the thirteen colo- 
nies, as a citizen of New York. For nearly two years, senti- 
ments like these respecting the authority and jurisdiction of 
New York prevailed on the " Grants," and he is a bold and an 
uninformed man who would dare to assert that, previous to the 
year 1777, or even during the first half of that year, \\\c jxople 
■were in favor of a separate state. 

On one occasion, Air. Phelps, with a singularity of behavior 
not easily to be accounted for, was engaged in a scheme tr. effect 
the annexation of Vermont to Massachusetts. Of the truth of 
this statement, the evidence is as follows. In a deposition made 
by Phineas Freeman, at Marlborough, on the 10th of January, 
1783, the deponent testified that in the latter part of June, 
177!>, Charles Phelps set out from that town with the avowed 
object of g<»ing to Pennington, for the ]>urpo.se of consulting 
with a committee of Congress who were to meet there, and pre- 
senting to them the claims of New York to the disputed terri- 
tory of the "Grants." The dejxment also stated, that in a con- 
versation which he held with Mr. Phelj)s j>revious to his dej>ar- 
ture, Mr. Phel|>s declared that "he did not act out of good will 
to the state of New York, but to throw the people of Vermont 
into confusion ; that his ultimate design was to procure the ter- 
ritory of Vermont to be annexed to the Pav state ; that ho 
looked uj'H"in the authority of New York as compevsed of as cor- 
rupt a set of men as were out of hell ; that he abhorred them 
as much as he did any set of men on earth ; that he would as 
soon come under the Infernal Prince as under the state of New 
York ; and would as soon put manure in his pocket as a com- 
mission from New York." 

Put this episode in the history of his attachment to New 
York did not long continue. AVhen, in the summer of 177'J, 
the friends of New York in Cumberland county determined to 
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petition the Legislature of tlmt state for relief from the numerous 
inconveniences by which they were surrounded, he was chosen 
to hear their memorial to Kingston. Thence he was deputed 
by the Legislature to carry the same document to Philadel- 
phia. Of the manner in which he occupied the five weeks 
which he spent in that city, some opinion may he formed from 
a letter written on the 7th of Octoher, 177S>, hy John Jay to 
George Clinton, and entrusted to Phelps as he Mas ahoiit to 
h ave Philadelphia on his return. That the craftiness and volu- 
bility which characterized him as a lawyer, should have been 
apparent at this seeming crisis, is not at all remarkable. " You 
will receive this by .Mr. Phelps," 1 wrote Jay, "of whose fidelity 
to New York, I have a good opinion, tho* I cannot approve of 
all his inanuMivres to serve the state on this occasion. Jle ap- 
pears neither to want talents or zeal, but the latter is not .always 
according to knowledge, and the former carries him sometimes 
into finesse. One of the New Hampshire delegates told me 
that Phelps, in order to engage him against Vermont, endea- 
vored to persuade him that New Hampshire had a right to a 
number of townships in it; and he further told me, that on 
comparing notes with the Massachusetts delegates, he found 
that Phelps lunl been playing the same game with them. This 
story lie told me in the presence of some of the Massachusetts 
delegates, who smiled and were silent. I have never said any- 
thing of this to Phelps, because it could have answered no good 
purpose, and I mention it to you, as a circumstauce which 
marks the man. He has, however, by talking on the subject 
with everybody, done good. In my opinion, his expenses 
should be paid without hesitation, and he should be so treated 
as to go home in perfect good humour with the Legislature, for 
whom he now professes great regard and esteem, and I believe 
he is sincere in his attachment. Men of his turn and talk are 
always useful, when properly directed. It is safely done fin 
his ease] by encouraging the good opinion he sustains of his 
own importance." 

In one of the letters which Mr. Phelps wrote while in Phila- 
delphia, he detailed to Governor Clinton the arguments which 
he was in the habit of employing, in his attempts at proselytisni 
among the members of Congress. Among other statements 
which he made was the following: — '* 1 endeavor," he wrote, 
k * to induce them to believe the truth that if Congress don't 
immediately interpose, there will be a great effusion of blood 
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as soon as I return home ; and that if it should be so, all the 
world will know at whose door it will be charged by all Ame- 
rica." To his efforts, however, was due the passage of certain 
resolutions, the effect of which it was generally expected would 
be to bring the controversy to an end. Though this result was 
not effected, yet it cannot, ho doubted that, at the time, the in- 
fluence of Mr. Phelps as an old-fashioned lobby-member, was 
greater than that of any of the other agents who were interested 
in the management of this question. That he fully estimated 
the value of his own services, appears from the application 
which he afterwards made to the Legislature of New York for 
additional pay. If the state would "give even a common 
scavenger as much as his pocket expense," he argued that he 
certainly deserved well for conducting " matters of such great 
weight, delicacy, and consequence," with so much skill and 
perseverance. His petition was read in the Assembly on the 
14th of February, 17*0. A few days later, the committee to 
whom it was referred reported contrary to its prayer, and the 
Assembly refused to grant the extra allowance. Notwithstand- 
ing this disappointment, Mr. Phelps still remained faithful to 
New York. In a letter to Governor Clinton, dated the 1st of 
September, 1780, he asked for advice with reference to the 
course he should pursue towards his neighbors who differed 
from him in opinion. He even went so far as to propose the 
expediency of taking four or five of them prisoners, and con- 
fining them at Kingston, in order to be avenged upon "the vile 
Yormonters" for the sufferings they had inflicted upon the 
Yorkers. Referring to the influences which had been exerted 
against the new state, he declared that he and his sons had 
"done more to overturn" it, than all the people residing in that 
vicinity. Alluding to the manner in which his services had 
been received, he stated that twenty thousand dollars would 
not make good the losses he had suffered. 

Continuing in this manner a strenuous opposition to Vermont, 
despite the privations which it incurred — suffering often from 
the punishments which generally followed disobedience to the 
laws — engaging not unfrequently in personal conflicts with the 
sheriff or his deputies— Mr. Phelps, although he might have 
yielded the contest with honor, since New York was unable te 
support her authority in Vermont, persevered in the course he 
bad chosen, with a determination to pursue it even to the end. 
In the month of June, 17S2, he received from New York the 
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appointment of justice of the court of (her ami Terminer and 
General Jail Delivery, and of justice of the peace and of the 
quorum, for Cumberland county. At the same time, lie was 
commissioned to swear all officers, both civil and military, who 
should serve in that county. James Clay and llilkiah Grout 
were appointed his colleagues in the latter position, hut up to 
the loth of J iily following, according to his own declaration, 
they had refused to administer to him the oaths of office, on 
account of the fear in which they stood of the indignation of 
the majority of the people. With the honors of these new 
appointments clustering thick upon him. Mr. Phelps imagined 
himself almost invincible to any power which his opponents 
might employ against him. P»ut the revelations of the month 
of September, 17S2, at which time Timothy Church, Timothy 
Phelps, Henry Evans, and William Shattuck, were deprived 
of their property, and banished from the state for treason, and 
when Charles Phelps escaped a like punishment by flight — the 
revelations of that month, even if the lessons of previous years 
had been of no avail, should have taught the "violent Yorker," 
that the time had come when the minority should yield to the 
majority — when factions opposition, backed by the authority 
of (4 rot ins and Vattel, should cease — when the law of nations 
should give way before the "(treat Jehovah" doctrine of Kthan 
Allen, and the principles of right succumb to the force which 
could render, not only the town of Guilford, but every other 
place within the limits of Vermont inhabited by a Yorker, as 
"desolate as Sodom and Gomorrah." Such, however, was far 
from being the immediate results effected by the decree of 178:2. 

Having obtained an appointment as agent for his fellow-suf- 
ferers in Cumberland county, Mr. Phelps set out for Pough- 
keepsie, just in time to escape the seizure and punishment to 
which a number of the most prominent supporters of the juris- 
diction of New York were subjected, in the month of Septem- 
ber, 1782. Having reached Poughkeepsie, he visited Governor 
Clinton, and, after remaining in that town a few weeks, dis- 
closed to his Excellency his intention of proceeding to Philadel- 
phia. Convinced that his presence would be of but little use 
at the seat of government, the Governor endeavored to dissuade 
him from going. But his arguments were of no avail, and 
Phelps started on the journey, without letters, however, for the 
Governor had refused to write by him, lest the New York dele- 
gates should suppose that he favored the mission. On the evening 
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of the St li of October, lie bad " the satisfaction " of being heard 
|V»r "two or three hours, with very little interruption,"' before 
the committee of Congress, to whom the subject of the contro- 
versy had been referred. It was at this period, and probably 
during this visit. that he prepared and presented for the "conside- 
ration of Congress ami the impartial world'" a "'state paper," en- 
titled " Vermoriters Unmasked," in which he called the atten- 
tion of all the states to the danger to which they were exposed, 
if the ''audacious precedent'* of dismembering states should be 
established, in consequence of the act of usurpation of which Ver- 
mont had been guilty, in depriving both Xew York and New 
Hampshire of a i>ortion of their lawful and acknowledged terri- 
tory. Many other points were largely discussed in this produc- 
tion, and the whole argument was supported by copious extracts 
from Grot ins, Puffendorf. Vattel, and other civilians. 

But while thus engaged, his destitution Mas so great at one peri- 
od, that fears were expressed lest he should starve or freeze, before 
measures could be taken for his relief- Soon after his arrival in 
Philadelphia, James Duane, then a delegate from Xew York, wrote 
to Governor Clinton in these words:—" Mr. Phelps has arrived, 
and I believe his eloquence will be well employed. lie has op 
portunitics. His singularity draws attention, and he overflows 
in the plenitude of his communicative powers. He is, however, 
terriblv distressed ; without cloatlis fit for the season ; without 
money or credit to pay for his board ; and leaning on the scanty 
support which the exhausted purses of your delegates can afford. 
What is to be done for him V To the inconveniences which 
he bore, and to the manner in which he was supported while 
at Philadelphia, reference is made in the letters of the Xew 
York delegates to Governor Clinton, in words few but graphic. 
" As Mr. Phelps brought no letter," wrote Ezra L'llommedieu, 
on the 23d of October, " we concluded he did not come by the 
Governor's approbation. However, I believe he has been of 
some service, though some trouble to us ; and having no money, 
he depends much on charity at present. 1 conclude we shall 
be obliged to advance money to get him out of town, though 
he will not go till he knows the determination of Congress." 
On the 5th of Xovember, the same gentleman, in another com- 
munication, said : — " Mr. Phelps has been fortunate in getting 
most of bis living for nothing. The President'.-, steward is an 
acquaintance of his, and Mr. Hanson gave him a general invi- 
tation to come and cat with Mr. Philips. He cannot, however, 
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get out of town without an advance of money, which I shall 
liki lv l>e obliged to make." 

Cnder tlif sanction of Governor Clinton, William Shattuck 
and Henry Kvans, two of the banished Yorkers, had gone to 
Philadelphia, ami there were now three persons in that city 
instead of one, depending for support on the New York delega- 
tion. " What will he done for the sustenance of the deputies 
now here,'' wrote James Dnane, on the loth of November. I 
know not. On a consultation with Mr. Roosevelt, it is agreed 
to borrow for them one hundred dollars, and draw on the state. 
If this plan fails, it is more than probable they will lose their 
liberty, as they have already done their property, for it is out 
of my power to aid them." Two days later, another communi- 
cation from Mr. Dnane contained these words: — "'The distress 
of Phelps having been brought to u crisis, we had no choice 
but to borrow for his and his unfortunate companions" support. 
This we did not venture on, till after a consultation with Mr. 
Roosevelt, and his promise to support us, and his opinion that 
our conduct must be approved. Mr. Wads worth, on the first 
intimation, advanced one hundred dollars on our bills on your 
Excellency, which will, we hope, be sufficient to relieve these 
unhappy people, whose visit has given us infinite trouble ami 
uneasiness.*' In a letter written on the lSth of November, Mr. 
I/IIommedieu, referring to the loan that had been effected, 
said : — " It will be necessary that Mr. Phelps have some of this 
money to enable him to leave town, which I believe will be in 
a few days." Hut Mr. Phelps could not be induced to depart 
until the decision of Congress should be made known. On the 
5th of December, this consummation of his wishes was attained. 
On that day. Congress, by a resolution, ordered the inhabitants 
of the New Hampshire Grants 44 claiming to be an independent 
state" to make 11 full and ample restitution" to all who had suf- 
fered by their proceedings since the 1st day of the preceding 
September, and announced their determination to u enforce a 
compliance" with this command. Four days later, Mr. Phelps 
set out from Philadelphia with dispatches to Governor Clinton. 
He reached .Marlborough early in January, 17>S5, but to his 
sorrow found that as little attention was paid to the resolves of 
Congress, as had been paid to the diets of New York. 

About this period, and at the age ;>f sixty-live, he married a 
second time, his first wife having died in the year 1777. 
During the year 17*3 'ie did not dare to remain regularly at 
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home, for fear of liis Iocs. In the latter part of the year, hav- 
ing become especially obnoxious, the decision of the court, ren- 
dered in September, 1782, which had never been executed 
against him, was revived, and on the 4th of January, 17*4, he 
was thrown into the jail at Westminster, and M as goon after 
removed to Bennington, that he might he more securely 
guarded. Here he was kept until the iiSth of February follow- 
ing, when he was released by an act of the Legislature. A few 
days after his enlargement, a committee to whom the subject 
had been referred, recommended the adoption of a bill direct- 
ing the sale, at public vendue, of so much of the estate of 
Charles Phelps as should amount to £70, for the purpose of 
defraying the costs of his prosecution. A bill to this effect was 
brought in, but was laid over until the next session of the 
legislature, and was never again revived. An unsuccessful 
attempt was also made at the session in February, 17S4. by 
Joseph Tucker and sixteen others, who had been engaged in a 
skirmish with the Yorkers, and had been partially defeated, to 
obtain reimbursement out of the property of Mr. Phelps, for 
the pecuniary losses they had incurred in their unfortunate 
undertaking. 

Although, in these two instances, Mr. Phelps was treated 
with a leniency, which, judging from the previous conduct of 
the government of Vermont towards him, could hardly have 
been expected, yet. his possessions were not, on this account, 
deemed less the property of the state. To Mieah Townsend 
and Nathaniel Chipman had been entrusted the duty of revising 
the laws of Vermont. On the 0th of March, 17*4, they pre- 
sented to the General Assembly a statement of the terms on 
which they would accept of their appointment. Among other 
provisions, they required an order from the Assembly, directing 
Col. S. K. Bradley to deliver to them k< such books of Charles 
Phelps, Esq.," as would assist them in their deliberations. 
They also asked to be paid for their services out of Mr. Phelps's 
library, the choice of books being left with them, and the ajv 
praiscmcnt of the books being made by parsons acquainted 
with their value. If the library should be insufficient to satisfy 
their demand, or should be restored to Mr. Phelps by the state, 
or redeemed by him, they agreed to receive their compensation 
in hard money. These proposals were received with favor, and 
were immediately embodied in the f >rm of resolutions, and 
adopted. In Oct .her, 17*4, Mr. Phe.ps — wearied by the an- 
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noyances to which lie was constantly subjected on account of 
his adherence to New York, satisfied that further resistance 
was useless, and unwilling to strive longer in a contest, the 
fruits of which were bitterness only — petitioned the General 
Assembly of' Vermont for a full pardon, and a reversion of the 
sentence by which his estate had been declared confiscate. In 
their report upon his petition, the committee took occasion to 
allude favorably to the efforts he had made in behalf of Ameri- 
can independence, and recommended an affirmative answer to 
his prayer. In consequence of this counsel, a bill, entitled 
" An Act pardoning Charles Phelps, Esq., of Marlborough, in 
the county of* "Windham, and restoring to him all his estate, 
real and personal," became a law of the state, on the 20th of 
October, 1784. 

Protected by the government which he had so long opposed, 
"Mr. Phelps now endeavored to regain possession of his property 
by every legal and proper means. It was for the purpose of 
assisting him in procuring a weapon, which had been taken 
from him at a time when i^ was feared he would use it in 
opposing the officers of Vermont, that Governor Chittenden 
addressed to Maj. Josiah Boy den a letter, of which the follow- 
ing is an exact copy : — 

* 

" Arlington, 30th of Dec'r. 17S4. 
" Sir. — In persuance to an act of Assembly, past Last Octo- 
ber, ordering that all the property of Charles Phelps, "Which 
had been Taken from him on account of his opposing the athor- 
ity of this State and Not. disposed of for the Benefit of the State, 
Should be returned to him on Sartain Conditions, Which Con- 
ditions has been Comply ed "With on his Part, you are therefore 
directed to Deliver to the s'd Charles Phelps His Sword, if you 
have the Same in your Hands, and the Same has not been Sold 
or disposed of by athority, for the Benefit of this State. 
" 1 am S'r your ll'bl Serv't, 

TIK.VS CHITTENDEN. 

" Maj'r Boyden." 

Busied in striving to restore his estate, and in searching for 
facts, constructing arguments, and preparing documents to in- 
duce Congress to make good their resolutions of the 5th of De- 
cember, ITS:.', he passed the remainder of his days. He died 
in April, ITS!), in the seventy-third year of his age. Though, 
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bv oath, «i citizen of Vermont, he never could divest himself of 
his antipathy against that state; and in spirit remained even 
unto the end firmly attached to the government and jurisdic- 
tion of New York. 

Of the genealogy of the Phelps family the following particu- 
lars have been preserved. The name was anciently spelled 
J'/tyt/yjij'ts, but has been always pronounced J*/u fj>8. After 
the time of Edward VI. the superfluous letters were dropped. 
The family has been established for a number of centuries in 
the county of Stafford, England. John Phelps, who dwelt 
upon the Nether Tyne in England, the sou of Francis Phelps, 
who died in the reign of Edward VI., left with other issue at 
his decease in 10+1, Anthony, "William, and John. This family 
opposed the high-church and prerogative party of Strafford and 
Archbishop Laud. John Phelps became private secretary to 
Oliver Cromwell, and in the print which has been preserved of 
the trial of Charles I., is represented as serving in the capacity 
of clerk of the court on that occasion.* 

William PiiKi.rs, was one of the first settlers of Dorchester, 
Massachusetts, about the year 1030. Thence lie removed to 
"Windsor, Connecticut, in the latter part of the year 1035, and 
was one of the 44 principal planters" of that town. He is 
included by Trumbull, in his History of Connecticut, in the list 
of prominent men 44 who undertook this great work of settling 
Connecticut," and is designated by the same authority as one 
of 41 the civil and religious fathers of the colony." The session 
of the first court convened in Connecticut, was held at New 
town, on the 20th of April, 103(5. Of this court. "William 
Phelps was a judge. He was a man of large influence, was 
much employed in public business, held the position of a ma- 
gistrate, and was honored by the title of Mr., a distinction 
which but few at that day enjoyed. He died on the 14th of 
July, 1072. The death of his wife occurred on the 30th of Au- 
gust, 1089. He left five sons, William, Samuel, Natiiamix, 
Joseph, Timothy, and one daughter, Mary. Three of these 
children were born in England, one in Dorchester, and the two 
youngest — Timothy and Mary — in Windsor. 

Nathaniel Phklps. son of William, was born in England ; 
removed to this country with his father; married Elizabeth 
Copley ,f a young widow, on the 17th of September, 1050; 
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f A descendant of the family of thi» Klizabet.li Copley became Lord High- 
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was one of the first settlers of Northampton, Massachusetts, 
about the year 1055 ; was highly respected as a deacon in the 
church ; and died on the 27th of May, 1702, leaving " a good 
estate." The death of his widow occurred on the 0th of De- 
cember, 1712. Their children were Mary, horn at Windsor in 
1051, who was the wife of Matthew Clesson ; Nathaniel, 
horn at Windsor in 1053; Abigail, born at Windsor in 1055, 
•who was the wife of John Alvord, and who died in 1750, aged 
one hundred ami one years ; William, born at Northampton in 
1057 ; and Mercy born at Northampton in 1002, who died 
young. 

Nathaniel Pheli-s, son of Nathaniel the deacon, married 
Grace Martin on the 27th of August, 1070, and died on the 
20th of June, 1719. His wife, at the time of her marriage, 
was a young woman who had recently come from England. 
She was a person of great resolution and perseverance, and was 
withal a little romantic. She has been highly praised by her 
descendants. Her death occurred on the 2d of August, 1727. 
Their children were Nathaniel, born in 1G7S ; Samuel, l>orn 
in loso ; Lydia, born in 1083, who was the wife of Mark War- 
ner ; Grace, born in 10S5, who was the wife of Samuel Mar- 
shall ; Elizabeth, born in 10SS, who was the wife of Jonathan 
Wright; Timothy, who removed to Connecticut; Abigail, born 
in 1 090, who was the wife of John Laughton ; and Sarah, born 
in 1095, who was the wife of David Burt. 

Nathaniel PiiEi.es, son of the second Nathaniel, married for 
his first wife. Abigail Ihirnham, about the year 1710, and for 
his second wife, Catharine, daughter of John King of North- 
ampton. His death occurred on the 4th of October, 1747- 
His first wife died on the 2d of Jauuary, 1724, at the age of 
twenty-seven. His second wife, at the time of her marriage 
with him, was the widow of a man named Hickock of Durham, 
Connecticut, who had died without children. After the death 
of Mr. Phelps, his widow married for her third husband, 
Gideon Lyman. Mr. Phelps's children by his first wife were 
Charles, born on the 15th of August, 1717; Nathaniel, born 
in 1721 ; Ann, who was the wife of Elias Lyman of Southamp- 
ton, Massachusetts; and Martin, bom in 1728. His children 
by his second wife, were Catharine, born in 1731, who was the 

Chancellor of England, by the name and title of Lord Lyndhurrt, on the 30th of 
April, 1827. 
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wife of Simoon Parsons ; Lydia, born in 1732, who was the 
wife of Kbenczcr Poniroy ; John, born in 1734, who lived in 
"NVestfield, Massachusetts; and Mehitablc, born in 1730, who 
died young. 

Ohaklks Phelps, to a sketch of whoso life this notice has 
been mainly devoted, was the eldest son of the third Nathaniel. 
Of three of the sons of Charles, namely, Solomon, Charles Jr., 
and Timothy, an account will be found elsewhere. The other 
children of Charles Phelps were Dorothy, Abigail, Lucy, John, 
and Experience.* 



SOLOMON PHELPS. 

Solomon, the first son of Charles Phelps, was bom in the year 
174*2, and was entered a freshman at Harvard College at the 
age of sixteen. On graduating in 17»>:2, he applied himself to 
the study of the law, and having removed with his father to 
the Xew Hampshire Grants, was com missioned by Governor 
Henry Moore, on the 3lst of March, 17o*$, an attorney -at-law, 
and was authorized to practise as such in "His Majesty's courts 
of record to be holden in and for the county of Cumberland." 
At the breaking out of the war he embraced the cause of the 
colonies, and during the period in which the inhabitants on tho 
"Grants" acted in concert with the people of Xew York, 
served as a member of the committee of safety for Cumberland 
county. Being well versed in the Scriptures, and possessing 
an hereditary oratorical capacity, he served as a preacher at 
Marlborough during the summer of 1776. In the year 1779 
he received the degree of M.A. from his Alma Mater, which 
fact alone, judging from the qualifications which were then 
necessary to render a person eligible to this rank, affords good 
evidence of his abilities. Hut unhappily his life was darkened 

" MS. Narrative of Phelps family. MS. Letter* from the Hon. J. II. Phelps. MS. 
Hi^t. Marlborough, by the Itev. E H. Newton. Journals of Congress, pantim. Doe. 
Hint X. Y., iv. t>i'6-liM>2. George Clinton Papers, in office Sec. Stite N. Y.. vol. 
viii. doe. 254f ; vol. 3d. .loo. 81S'.» ; vol xvi. doe?. 4t'.47, 47;«6, 4707, 4S2S, 4S42, A*:,>\ 
4*"i", 4*.*>S. Journal* Gen. A**. Yt., IVb., 17S4, pp. 24, 27, 42, 43, 47, *>'>, ">2, 53 ; 
Ot 17*4. pp. 2S, 33, 35. 40; June, 17s:>, p. 47. Sla.ie'n Yt State Pnp.-rx, p. 1M. 
Truti:bulls Hist. Conn., i. 54. 5S, 70. Holland'* lli*L West Mass., iL 245. 
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by the obscurations of insanity — a disease which, whether it bo 
of the mind or of the body, is almost certain to manifest its 
effects upon both. On one occasion he attempted to beat out 
his brains with the head of an axe, and succeeded in breaking 
in his skull. His life was saved by trepanning. In the year 
17l"> he ended his life by cutting his throat with a razor. 
"When discovered ho was lying in a lot, between two hemlock 
log*, and to all appearanco had been some time dead.* 



CHARLES PHELP8 JR., 

the second son of Charles Phelps, was born in the year 1744. 
and bore the name of his father. Like his brother Solomon, 
he was educated in the profession of the law, and received his 
commission as an attorney from Governor Tryon of New York, 
on the 22d of July, 1771. Although he afterwards removed to 
Hadlev. Massachusetts, yet he ever continued to manifest a 
deep interest in the affairs of the Xew Hampshire Grants, and 
on several occasions afforded assistance to his father and bro- 
thers, when the rage of party violence had driven them from 
their homes, to seek refuge wherever they could find it. His 
contemporaries in legal practice were John Worthington of 
Springfield, Joseph Hawlev of Northampton, Oliver Partridge 
of Hatfield, Josiah Dwight of AVestfield, and John Ashley of 
Lower Housatonic. An account of Mr. Phelps's farm and resi- 
dence, which the liev. Dr. Timothy Dwight describes as u the 
most desirable possession of the same kind and extent," within 
his knowledge, may be found in the travels of the latter gentle- 
man in New England and New York during the year 179G. 
Mr. Phelps died in Iladley, on the 4th of December, 1S14, 
aged seventy yeare.f 

• MS. Ili»t. Marlborough. Am. Arch. Fourth Series. Tot iii. col. 1330. 
f I Wright's Travels in New England and New York, i. 857. Holland's Hist. 
West Mass., i. 185. 
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Of Timothy Phelps, 
the third sen of 
Charles Phelps, hut 
little remains to he 
said in addition to 
what has been already recorded in the preceding pages. lie 
was horn on tho 25th of January, 1747, and at the age of seven- 
teen removed with his father and brothers to the unsettled wil- 
dernesses of the New Hampshire Grants. His services as a 
farmer were especially valuable at this period, and upon him 
devolved, in a great degree, the management and cultivation 
of the lands of the new abode. Of great energy of character 
and steadfastness of opinion, his attachment to the government 
of New York having become once lixed, remained constant and 
iinvii'hlinif. In his eflbrts to enforce its laws, he often met with 
the most determined resistance, and was not unfrequently over- 
powered by the number and force of his opponents. On tho 
5th of June. 1 7*2, he received from the Council of Appointment 
of the state of New York, the shrievaltv of Cumberland count v. 
Armed with the power of this ofHce, before which he imagined 
the vehemence of party rage and the lawlessness of party tri- 
umph would cower, he endeavored to exercise his authority 
within the limits of Vermont, and against men who scoffed at 
the government under which he acted. The decision of the 
trials of September, 1782, in Windham county, marked him 
with the taint of treason, rendered him for a time a prisoner, 
confiscated his possessions, banished him from the state, and 
forbade his return on pain of death. 

Emboldened by the resolves of Congress, passed on the 5th 
of December of the same year, he returned to his home, was 
cast into prison at Bennington, and there remained in confine- 
ment for nearly live months. Although he afterwards became 
a citizen of Vermont, yet he was never able to transfer to tho 
adopted state the feelings of loyalty which he entertained 
towards New York, and could not be brought to acknowledge 
his obligation to maintain pecuniarily, or otherwise, a govern- 
ment which had deprived him of his possessions, surrounded 
him with Borrows, and rendered his life miserable and unhappy. 
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Continued reflection upon Ins troubles, served in a measure to 
wa-te his mental energies, and the effects of this condition, com- 
plied with the natural eccentricity of his disposition, disordered 
hi* intellect, ami left him a melancholy prey to the gloomiest 
forebodings concerning his temporal welfare. The fact, also, 
that there had been no "atonement made for that blood that was 
wantonly shed" on " the confines of Guilford," when Silvanus 
Fifk and Daniel Spicer were killed, seemed ever to disturb liim, 
and there is still preserved a curious letter, written by him, 
dated at Marlborough, May 28th, 1812, and directed to the 
grand jury of Windham county, in which he adjured them, in 
the most solemn manner, to investigate the circumstances at- 
tending those deaths, and denounced upon them terrible retri- 
bution, in case they should fail to attend to his appeal. lie 
died at Marlborough very suddenly, in the seventy-first year 
of his age, on the 3d of July, 1817, and was buried in that 
town. 

Timothy Phelps married Zipporah "Williams on the 6th of 
June, 1775. Their children were John, who was born on the 
18th of November, 1777, and who died on the 14th of April, 
1840, at Kllicott's Mills, Maryland ; Charles, who was bom on 
the 13th of September, 1781, and who died on tho 19th of 
November, 1854, at Cincinnati, Ohio; Eunice, who was born 
«>n the 8th of May, 1783, and who died on the 14th of Decem- 
ber, 1S11, at Marlborough, Vermont ; Austis, who was bom on 
the 11th of September, 1788, and who died on the 25th of 
May, 1*5<>, at Townshend, Vermont ; and Timothy, who was 
b<»rn on the Oth of June, 1702, and who died of yellow fever in 
September, 1822, near Natchez, Mississippi, on board of a 
steamer from New Orleans. 



NOAH 8ABIN 

was bora at Reho- 

both, Massachusetts, 
on the 10th of No- 
vember. 1714, and was the only son of Noah Sabin, of that 
place. Becoming religiously disposed in early life, he was de- 
signed by his father for the ministry. To this disposition of his 
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talents the son refused to accede, but for what reason is not 
known. In the year 17CS, at the age of fifty-four, he removed 
to Putney, and at the first election of town officers, held on the 
8th of May, 1770, was chosen town-clerk. On the 14th of 
April, 1772, he was appointed judge of the Inferior court of 
Common Pleas of Cumberland county, and justice of the peace. 
Previous to the affray at Westminster on the 13th of March, 
177"), Judge Sabin opposed in every practicable manner the 
attempts of the people to interfere with the management of the 
courts. His extreme conscientiousness led him to adopt this 
course, for he knew that he had received a commission from 
the Crown, and felt that his oath of office bound him, at the 
least, not to offer resistance to the government of the mother 
country. After being taken prisoner on this occasion, he was 
confined in the Court-house at Westminster for a few days, was 
then carried to Northampton, and afterwards to New York 
city, where he was imprisoned. It is said that he was subse- 
quently tried, and upon being honorably acquitted, was sujh 
plied by Governor Try on with clothing and ample means to 
return home. lie was absent more than a year. 

Regarded as a Tory in principle, and as a secret favorer of 
the cause of Great Britain, he was for a time subjected to many 
annoyances. Soon after his return, William Moore, Daniel 
Jewett, and Moses Johnson, committee men of Putney, accom- 
panied by a party of their friends, armed with swords, went to 
his house ordered him to mount his horse, and follow them. 
Obeying their commands, he was conducted to Westminster, 
where he was placed in the jail. Many were the threats used 
to intimidate him during this transaction. His imprisonment, 
however, lasted but a day. In the evening, the door of his cell 
was opened, and he was allowed to return home. On his 
death-bed, Moore, who had been the principal actor on this 
occasion, sent for Judge Sabin, confessed with tears the abuses 
of which he had been guilty, and besought forgiveness. On 
being assured that his request was granted — u Now," said he, 
" I can die in peace." Fearing that Judge Sabin might be in 
communication with the enemy, he was confined to his farm by 
nn order of the committee of safety, passed in the year 177'!, 
and permission was given to any one to shoot him, whenever 
he should be found beyond its limits. So bitter was the hatred 
towards him at this time, that one of his neighbors, a man 
zealous for the liberty of the colonics, and for the destruction 
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of their foe?, watched for him with a loaded rifle, as lie after- 
wards acknowledged, in the woods adjoining the Judge's house, 
prepared to shoot the despised Loyalist, should he venture be- 
yond the prescribed lines. But this treatment, though it might 
tend to suppre.-s the outward manifestation of his principles, did 
not avail at once to change them. A certain Solomon Willard, 
who had been a soldier under Governor Try on at the time of 
the burning of Xorwalk, having returned to Vermont at the 
close of the war, had again taken up his residence in the state. 
Although a Tory at heart, yet he submitted to the existing 
laws, and acted like an American citizen. In his conversations 
with this man, it is said that Judge Sabin often declared that 
the British troops had not treated the rebels with half the 
severity they deserved, and expressed his opinion, that every 
place refusing to acknowledge the authority of the Crown 
should have suffered the fate of Norwalk. 

The prejudices against him springing from these causes, 
affected the minds even of the members of the church at Put- 
ney. 2sot being an original member, he was refused the privi- 
lege of occoasional communion with them. This fact appears 
by the annexed extract from the church records : — 

"Putney, Dec. 7, 177S. The church met and took under 
consideration the request of Noah Sabin, Esqr., of occasional 
communion with this church, and came to the following vote, that 
it was best, all things considered, not to receive him at present. 

" J. Gooduie, Monitor.'' 

ITe was afterwards on the 29th of April, 17S1, admitted by 
vote to full communion, and was known as a " most stable, 
consistent, and useful member." 

In 1781 he was elected judge of probate for "Windham county, 
but on the 12th of April, in the same year, was suspended from 
office in order to satisfy the complaints of many who believed 
him to be dangerous as a Loyalist. He was reinstated on the 
25th of October following, and it is believed continued in office 
until the year 1801. Judge Sabin was a man of uncommon 
powers of mind. He was cool and considerate in his purposes, 
and sound and discriminating in his judgment. His counsels 
were often sought and were generally safely followed. For the 
period in which he lived his education was superior. It is 
asserted with confidence that when the charter for Putney was 
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obtained, he was the only person in the town possessed of suf- 
ficient tkill to decipher the peculiar chirograph)' in which the 
instrument was written. In his religious character he was up- 
right, sincere, and conscientiously true to his professions. It 
might be said of him that he was remarkably active as a 
Christian, for it is well known that when the people were desti- 
tute of a minister, the duty of conducting the exercises of their 
religious assemblies usually devolved on him. Although at the 
first strongly attached to the Crown, and for some time after the 
commencement of the Revolution undecided as to the course he 
should take in the struggle between the colonies and the mother 
country, his sympathies were subsequently enlisted on the side 
of the former, and no truer patriot was to be found than he. 
Upon retiring from office and active life, the remainder of his 
days was marked by acts of piety towards God and beneficenco 
to mankind. lie died on the 10th of March, 1811, at the 
advanced age of ninety-six years.* 



NOAU SAB IN JR. 

son of Noah Sabin, 
was born at Iteho- 
both, Massachusetts, 
on the 20th of April, 
1750, and removed 
with his father to Putney, when he was about eighteen years 
old. lie held the office of register of probate for Windham 
county, from 1791 to 1S01, and from the latter year until 1808 
was judge of probate, in which station he succeeded his father. 
He was early elected a justice of the peace, and filled the office 
for nearly half a century. He represented the town of Putney 
in the General Assembly during the years 1782, 17S3, 1784, 
1785, and 1787. nis death occurred at Putney on the 5th of 
December, 1827, in the seventy-eighth year of his age. From 
an obituary notice, written soon after his decease, the following 
passages are taken : — 

« MS. Letter from Rev. A. Foeter of Putney, April 5th, 1852. Doc Hist N Y., 
iv. 1022. See mde, pp. 898, 8M. 



698 



HISTORY OF EASTERN VERMONT. 



" Judge Sahin was a man of sound mind, of a placid temper, 
and manifested upon all occasions that urbanity of deportment 
which commanded the love and respect of his acquaintance. 
He was an early settler of the town [of Putney], and ever took 
nn active interest in its civil and religious concerns. He was 
nmre than forty-seven years a magistrate, and sustained for 
many years the office of judge of probate, and other offices, 
with honor to himself, and with usefulness to the public. He 
discharged the duties of office with 6uch firmness and fidelity 
as to escape with a much less share of censure than is common 
in like cases. 

" As a Christian, he appeared humble and unostentatious, 
steady and uniform in his principles and practice. He seemed 
always to love religion, and to be governed by a sacred regard 
for its doctrines and duties. It appeared to be his stay in tho 
closing scenes of life. He was resigned to the will of God and 
ready to depart at His bidding. He was willing to be abseLt 
from the body, and to go to be present with the Lord."* 



PAUL BPOONER 

was for many years 
actively engaged in 
advancing the inte- 
rests of Vermont, and 
enjoyed the fullest confidence of the people of that state. He 
was a member of the Council from 1778 to 1782, when he was 
chosen lieutenant-governor of the 6tate. In this position he 
was continued until the year 1786. He was a judge of the Su- 
preme court in 1779, 1780, and from 1782 to 1788. During 
the years 1781 and 1782 he served as judge and register of 
probate for "Windsor county. In the year 1779 he was the 
town-clerk of Hartland in "Windsor county, and having subse- 
quently removed to Hardwick, in Caledonia county, was chosen 
the first clerk of that town in 1795. During the years 1797, 
1798, and 1799, he represented the citizens of Hardwick in the 
General Assembly of the state. Of the respect with which tho 



• Bntftieborongh MeweDger, December 21»t, 1827, voL ri. »o. 47. 
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early officers of Vermont were treated, the following incident 
affords a good example. On one occasion the Rev. Klisha Hut- 
chinson, the first minister of Pomfret, Vermont, was preaching 
a sermon at Hartland, in a private house, when Mr. Spooner 
entered the room. Pausing in the midst of his discourse, the 
reverend minister informed his audience that he had. " got about 
half through" his sermon, but as Governor Spooner had como 
to hear it, he would begin it again. Then turning to a wo- 
man who sat near him, he said, kt My good woman, get out of 
that chair and let Governor Spooner have a seat, if you please !" 
Mr. Spooner was accommodated, and Mr. Hutchinson repeated 
the first part of his sermon, much to tho edification, it is sup- 
posed, of those who had already heard it.* 



JONATHAN STEARNS. 

Peior to the Revolution, Jonathan Stearns was engaged in tho 
practice of the law in the eastern portion of the New Hamp- 
shire Grants, and was generally regarded as a man of ability. 
In an account presented at New York on the 5th of May, 1775, 
by some of the officers of the court, it was stated that he " was 
in the unhappy event that happened between the pooae of the 
county of Cumberland and a bodv of Hotel's," at Westminster, 
on the 13th of March previous. In company with Samuel 
Knight, who was also a lawyer of that county, " he happily 
escaped the fury of the mob and went immediately to Boston." 
On his arrival in that city, " General Gage advised him to 
repair to New York with the utmost expedition, to give infor- 
mation to government of the state of the county." He reached 
New York on the 29th of March, and having presented an ac- 
count of the affray, of .which he had been a partial witness, 
was reimbursed the expenses of his journey, to the amount of 
£7 IS*. He subsequently removed to Nova Scotia, and was 
attorney-secretary of that provincc.f 

* DeminK'* Cat VL Officer*, p. 75. et panluu 

f Council Minutes, in office Sec State N. Y., 17f.5-17fi3. jxvi. 4S5. The Ran- 
gore, by I). 1". Thompwn, ii. 93. S«o ante, p. 67-1. 
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MICAH TOWN 8 EN I), 

j?) * * ttyf jr whose name has fre- 

^yrT^^aT qut;ntly occurred j„ 

these pages as a corre- 
spondent of Gov. George Clinton, deserves to be held in re- 
mcmbranco as one of those worthy fathers of Vermont, whose 
sterling virtues and wisdom, and indomitable courage, carved 
out and shaped the destiny of that state, amid scenes of con- 
vulsion at home and abroad. The influence which he exer- 
cised and the service which he rendered, at a period in the 
state's history when education was at a low ebb, though not of 
that bold and dazzling kind which characterizes the deeds of 
military heroes, and on which contemporary historians so often 
delight to seize to spice their pages, and keep alive the momen- 
tary excitement, were valuable and duly appreciated by those 
engaged with him in perfecting the organization of Vermont. 
Though in principle and habit an emphatical lover of peace, 
he was a sincere patriot, having the true interests of his coun- 
try deeply at heart. 

Henry Townsend, the first of the family who settled in Ame- 
rica, came from England to Long Island previous to the year 
10S7. His son Micajah Townsend having married Elizabeth 
Piatt, their son the subject of this notice was born at Cedar 
Swamp, Oyster Bay, Long Island, ou the 13th of May, 1749, 
O.S. After pursuing the studies commonly taught in elemen- 
tary schools, and others under the guidance of a neighboring 
clergyman preparatory to a collegiate course, he entered at the 
age of fourteen the college of Nassau Hall in Princeton, New 
Jersey, during the presidency of Dr. Elihu Spencer. At the 
end of four years, having completed the usual course of acade- 
mic studies lie proceeded Bachelor of Arts on the 8th of Octo- 
ber, 1706, and during the presidency of Dr. John Witherspoon 
proceeded Master of Arts on the 5th of October, 1709. On 
leaving college in 1700, he immediately commenced the study 
of the law, in the office of the Hon. Thomas Jones, a distin- 
guished barrister and attorney in the city of New York, and 
subsequently a justice of the Supreme court of the province of 
New York. Having continued this pursuit for the term of four 
years, he was admitted to the practice of the law on the Gth of 
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April, 1770, by a commission under the hand and seal of 
the Hon. Cadwallader Colden, lieutenant-governor of the 
colony. 

Soon after his admission to the bar, he established himself in 
his profession at the White Plains, iu Westchester county, 
where he remained until alter the commencement of the war 
of the Revolution. Attached by conviction and by principle 
to the cause of the colonies, he freely lent his efforts to advance 
that cause. He served as clerk of the Westchester county com- 
mittee of safety, and on the 22d of June, 1776, was appointed 
to the command of a company of militia in that county, con- 
taining fifty men, including officers, which had been raised to 
defeat the machinations of tho Tories who abounded in that 
region. On tho 23th of July following, he was ordered to tako 
post at the mouth of Croton river, and continued on duty in 
and about that locality until the end of October. On the night 
of the 1st of November, it became evident to General Wash- 
ington, that the British were preparing to take possession of the 
heights in the neighborhood of the White Plains, which he 
then held with his troops. In order to gain a more secure posi- 
tion, he broke up his camp, and having previously set fire to 
the houses in the White Plains and the neighborhood, removed 
his forces to a more mountainous region, in the vicinity of 
North Castle. The destruction of the village where he had at 
first entered upon the active duties of life, was doubtless "the 
immediate cause which led Mr. Townseud to seek in the inte- 
rior of the country a residence less exposed to the disturbances 
of that exciting period. Removing to the beautiful village of 
Brattleborough, he was soon surrounded by friends, and on the 
15th of August, 1773, married Mary, a daughter of Col. Sa- 
muel Wells. 

In the controversy which at this time raged with peculiar ani- 
mosity iu the south-eastern portion of Vermont, Mr. Townseud, 
at the first, sided with the supporters of the Row York jurisdic- 
tion, and was in constant communication with Governor Clin- 
ton. His letters, extracts from which have been given in tho 
body of this work, were always prepared with accuracy, ex- 
pressed in well-chosen language, and engrossed in a chiro- 
graphy of singular beauty. He was frequently entrusted with 
the conduct of important negotiations between the provincial 
government of New York and its supporters in Vermont, and 
never failed to perform his duty in a manner which gave tho 
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completes* sati-tactir a. In the supply bill passed by the Legis- 
lature of New York on the 1th of November, 1778, the sum 
of £00 was appropriated to him, in payment of his " ex- 
pences in attending upon the Legislature, on the business of 
quieting the disorders prevailing in the north-eastern parte of 
the state." 

The share which he had taken in military affairs while at the 
White Plains, had secured for him the enmity of the Tories 
who infested that part of the country, and, when occasion 
offered, they did not fail to clothe this feeling in deeds. In the 
year 17*1, having obtained permission from Governor Clinton 
to visit Long Island, he performed the journey, but in a letter 
to the Governor, written at Fishkill, on the 10th of May, 1781, 
while on his way home, he informed his Excellency that he had 
met with abuse in the city of New York from the Westchester 
refugees ; had been u once carried before his Worship,'' the 
British mayor of that city ; and had been obliged to take a dif- 
ferent route on his return, to avoid his " :>ld enemies," who 
were lying in wait to take him. " A thousand pounds," said 
lie, ' ; would not tempt me to a similar visit." 

Having come to the conclusion, after an honest and careful 
review of the circumstances, that New York would never be 
able to substantiate her claim to the New Hampshire Grants, 
or to enforce her laws in that district, he took the oath of alle- 
giance to and became a citizen of Vermont. In the practice 
of his profession, though not distinguished as an eloqueut advo- 
cate, he possessed, what was of more value than eloquence, the 
estimation of the community for integrity. By reason of his 
legal attainments and the soundness of his judgment, he was 
esteemed the Hist lawyer in the state, and during the twenty- 
four years of his residence in Brattleborough, his practice was 
successful and profitable. At this place, his children, five 
daughters and three sons, were all born. In the year 1781, he 
was chosen judge and register of probate for Windham county, 
and held those offices until the vear 1787. 

The constitution of Vermont, which had been established by 
a convention on the 2d of Julv, 1777, Mas never submitted to 
the people for popular discussion, lest in those critical times, 
when unanimity was the only strength, its consideration should 
create disunion. Having been acted upon, as an experiment, 
for eight years, it was found to admit of so many practical 
abuses that its revision was regarded as imperative. This duty 
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devolved upon a council of censors, who were chosen from the 
ul »lest men in the state for this specific purpose, and of this 
council Micah Townsend was the secretary. Their sessions 
we re held at Norwich in June, 17S5, at Windsor in September 
and October following, and at Bennington in February, 1780. 
All the members of this body, doubtless, participated in the dis- 
cussions of the various points embraced in the work they had in 
hand, and justly shared in the honor of the labor. But their 
secretary alone, could mould and shape the honest but crude 
suggestions, into the clear and explicit form of legislative pro- 
cedure. The discriminating acumen acquired by his legal 
education, gave him an ability in drafting judicial and legisla- 
tive documents, which was then as important as it was rare, 
and was duly appreciated by such men of his associates as the 
lion. Messrs. Marvin, Robinson, Mosely, Walbridge, Marsh, 
Jacob, and limit. 

In the year 1781, Mr. Townsend was called to fill the office 
of secretary of state, under the administration of the lion. 
Thomas Chittenden, and was continued in that station by annual 
election until 1788. While occupying this position, his habits 
of promptitude and regularity enabled him, by reforming the 
looseness and confusion which had prevailed in the department, 
to establish system and order. By these means, access to the 
records was rendered easier, and the facilities for the dispatch 
of business were increased. 

Pending the controversy between New York and Vermont, 
Micah Townsend was, on the 10th of July, 1784, arrested in the 
city of New York, by Seth Smith, u solely for his officiating in 
the line of his duty as clerk of the county court of Windham 
county," and was obliged to give bail in the sum of £2000 for 
his appearance. The matter having been laid before the Gene- 
ral Assembly of the state, au act of indemnity was passed at 
the next session of the Legislature, by which commissioners 
Mere appointed to sell lands in the state of Vermont, belonging 
to citizens of New York, until money enough should be raised 
from the sales, to reimburse Mr. Townsend all the expenses 
consequent upon his arrest. 

For domestic reasons Mr. Townsend resigned his state secre- 
taryship in 178S. much to the regret of all persons connected 
with the government. On tendering to the Legislature the 
seals of Ins office, the event was noticed by the House in the 
following complimentary rest lut ion: — 
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" In General Assembly, 21st October, 1788. 



" Bewli'id, that this House having accepted the resignation 
of Micah Townsend, Esqr., late Secretary of this State, feel 
themselves obliged to express the warmest sentiments of grati- 
tude to that gentleman, for the fidelity and skill with which he 
has discharged the duties of his said office. That it is with re- 
luctance we consent that an officer of state of his ingenious ac- 
complishments, which have been so faithfully and to so general 
satisfaction exerted for the public good, should so soon retire 
from the station he has filled with advantage to the Btate, and 
honor to himself." 

His services were rendered with great fidelity, and were left 
to the judgment of those for whom he labored, without any 
subsequent effort to bring them into notice. The estimation in 
which they were held by a man whose memory will ever be 
fresh in the hearts of the inhabitants of Vermont, affords addi- 
tional evidence of their value. "In the vear 1835, I was in 
Middlebury," writes his son, the Rev. Canon Townsend, " and 
called upon the Hon. Nathaniel Chipman, an early friend of 
my father, from whom I learned the high estimation in which 
he was held for his integrity, the clearness of his intellect, and 
his legal attainments. This opinion he illustrated by saying, 
' The state of Vermont would this day have been far wiser and 
richer could she have retained his services from the time of his 
resignation to the present, at a salary of ten thousand dollars 
p< r annum.'' " 

He now retired from all public business to the bosom of his 
family, residing still in Brattleborough until the year 1801, 
when he disposed of his estate at that place to the Hon. Royall 
Tyler, and with his family dwelt in Guilford for one year. In 
the spring of 1802 he removed to the township of Farnham, 
Lower Canada, where a grant of land had been made by the 
British government of twelve hundred acres to each of the 
children of Col. Samuel Wells, as a compensation for the losses 
sustained by their father during the revolutionary war. He 
lived here in retirement, devoted to domestic and religious du- 
ties until 1816, when he changed his residence to Clarenceville, 
that he might spend the evening of his life with his son, the 
Rev. Mieajah Townsend. Although for many years he had 
intended not to engage again in public business, yet as his 
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health was good and his faculties unimpaired, he yielded to 
the solicitation of the people to make himself useful among 
thorn as a justice of the peace, and from the Governor, the Earl 
of Dulhousio, lie received the appointment of judicial commis- 
sioner for the trial of small causes. At length admonished by 
the infirmities of age, he resigned these offices, and filled up hid 
timo in gardening, reading, and meditation. 

In the year 1831 he was called to part with the faithful wife 
of his youth, who died on the 27th of June, at the age of 
seventy -one, in the peace and joy of Christian hope. To her 
lie had been united for more than half a century, and ho 
mourned her Iosb with deep sorrow and a chastened submission. 
Her departure was regarded by him as a solemn premonition 
of his own decease, at no distant period, and this presentiment 
was soon verified, for he survived her but ten months. About 
the middle of the following spring he was attacked with chills 
and fever, and on the 23d of April, 1832, his mortal life termi- 
nated at the age of about eighty-three. 

He was a member of the Masonic fraternity, and, according 
to the certificate of lodge No. 2 of the province of New York, 
was elevated to a Master Mason's degree on the 14th of June, 
1770. His moral character was marked for its truthfulness, 
integrity, justice, and honesty. His mind was stored with va- 
ried and extensive knowledge. His style of writing was plain, 
classical, and elegant. His business habits were characterized 
with system, order, and correctness. His disposition Mas mild, 
amiable, and forgiving. His personal deportment was dignified 
yet unforbidding, and his manners graceful, polished, and gen- 
tlemanly. For the last thirty years of his life, his daily prac- 
tice was to retire for an hour at twilight for meditation and 
prayer, and yet his personal piety which was thus sustained, 
and was further evinced by a constant attendance on public 
worship and communion in tho Episcopal church, of which ho 
had been from youth a member, was of a meek and un- 
obtrusive character, commending itself more by deeds than 
words. 

Though his physical activity was abated by age, his bodily 
health was unimpaired, and his sight and hearing, and appetite 
for food and sleep undiminished. His mental powers, upheld 
by the habit of reading, had lost but little of their vigor, and 
lie could compose and write with his customary ease and per- 
spicuity up to the time of his hist illness. His remains were 

45 
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deposited by the side of those of his wife, in the cemetery of 
the parish of St. George, Clarenccrille, Lower Canada * 



AMOS TUTE. 

The name of Amos Tute appears first as connected with the 
settlements bordering the banks of the Connecticut river, in a 
muster roll of a company of rangers commanded by Capt. John 
Bulk, who were stationed at Hinsdale's Fort, in the year 1757. 
He was one of the earliest inhabitants of the town of Vernon, 
and, for the period in which he lived, was a man of wealth and 
influence. In the year 1755, Mrs. Jemima Howe, who was af- 
terwards known as the " Fair Captive," was taken prisoner by 
the Indians, and carried to Canada. On her return she became 
the wife of Mr. Tute. In 1768, Mr. Tute, by a commission 
from Cadwallader Colden, Lieutenant-governor of the province 
of New York, was appointed, on the 7th of April, a coro- 
ner for Cumberland county, and held that office until the 
breaking out of the revolutionary war. The inquest on the 
body of William French, who was shot at the Westminster 
Massacre, was held before him, and his name appears on the 
paper which declared the result of this investigation. 

To those curious in epitaphic lore, the following inscription 
may not prove uninteresting. It is copied from the stone which 
marks the grave of his son Jonathan, in the burial ground at 
Vernon, and was probably composed by the Rev. Bunker Gay, 
of Hinsdale, New Hampshire. 

^cmcnto M 0i £ 

Here lies cut down like unripe Fruit 
A Son of M r Amos Tute 

• Many of the facts contained in this notice were supplied by the Rev. Cnnon 
Micnjah TWnsend, of Clarenceville, Lower Canada, the only surviving son of 
Micah Townscnd. The other sources consulted arc, the George Clinton Papers, 
in K Y. State Lib , vol. viii. doe. 2397; vol xiL doc. 3718. Petitions in office 
Sec. State N. Y., xxxiiL 1<4. Journal N. Y. I'rov. Cong., i. 603, 541, 744, 9f>2; 
ii. 464. Laws of N. Y., Holt's cd., 1777-1783. p 47. Barber's N. Y. Hist ( olL, 
ed 1841, pp. 403, 598-601. Journal Gen. Ass. Vt, Oct 1784, pp. 13, 29. Wil- 
liams's Hist. Vt., ii. 262. Slade's Vt State Papers, pp 491, 511, 516, 581. Deal- 
ing's Cat Vt Officers, pauirn. 
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And M™ Jemima Tutc his Wife 

Call'd Jonathan of Whose frail Life 

The days all Summ'd (how Short th' Account) 

Scarcely to fourteen years Amount 

Born on the Twclvcth of May Was He 

In Seventeen Hundred Sixty Three 

To Death he fell a helpless Prey 

April the Five & Twentieth Day 

In Seventeen Hundred Seventy Seven 

Quitting this World We hope for Heaven 

But tho his Spirits fled on High 

His body mould'ring here mud lie 

Behold the amazing alteration 

Effected by Jnoculation 

The Means improv'd his Life to Save 

Hurr'cd him headlong to the Grave. 

Full in the Bloom of Youth he fell 

Alas What human Tongue can tell 

The Mothers Grief her Anguifh Show 

Or paint the Fathers heavier Woe 

Who now no nat'ral offspring has 

His ample Fortune to poflefs 

To fill his Place Stand in his Stead 

Or bear his Name When he is dead 

So God Ordain'd, His Ways arc JuJl 

Tho Empires Crumble into Duft 

Life and the World Mere Bubbles are 

Set loofe to thefc, for Heaven prepare. 

In the same grave-yard are deposited the mortal remains of 
Amos Tute. His memorial is in these words : — 

In Memory of 
Mr. Amos Tute, 
who died April 17th 
1790 in the 00th 
year of his 
Age. 

Were I to Tall to Reach the Pole 
Or grasp the Ocean, with my Span 
J must be measured by my soul 
The Mind's the standard of the 

Man. 
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By his will Mr. Tute devised " a certain tract or fann of land, 
situate and being iu Brattleborougb," for the use of the school* 
in that town.* 



the suggestion of his mother, to Royall Tyler, and under this 
name he entered Harvard College, at the early age of fourteen. 
While at this institution, he evinced a fondness for study and a 
readiness of apprehension which gave him a high position 
among the members of his class. His collegiate career was 
disturbed by the war of the revolution, but in spite of inter- 
ruption he maintained an honorable standing, and on gradu- 
ating in 177*5, received the usual degree of B. A., and the ap- 
pointment of valedictorian. In the same year the B. A. degree 
was conferred upon him by Yale College, as an honorary dis- 
tinction, lie proceeded Master of Arts at his own Alma Mater, 
in 1779, and received the same degree from the University of 



BOY ALL TYLER. 




Under the colonial gov- 
ernment of Massachu- 
setts, the Hon. Royall 
Tyler, who resided in 
Boston, held several sta- 
tions of distinction. At 
that place bis second 
son, the subject of this 
notice, was born, " in 
the neighborhood of 
Faneuirilall,*' in the 
year 1758, and was at 




first called AVil- 
liam Clark Tyler. 
On the death of 
his father, the 
name of the son 
was changed by 
an act of the Gen- 
era] court, and at 



• Acts and Laws of Vt, 1794, pp. 83, 34. 



ItOVALL TYI.KK. 



Vermont in 1811. In 1802, lie was chosen a member of tho 
corporation of the latter institution, which position he held until 
1813, and was professor of jurisprudence- in the same seminary 
of learning from 1611 to 1S14. 

Soon after leaving college he studied law with Francis Dana 
of Camhridge. During the war he served tor a short time as 
aide-do-camp to General Lincoln, and was engaged in the same 
capacity in the years 1786 and 1787, ''when that officer com- 
manded the military force of Massachusetts, called out to sup- 
press the rebellion of Daniel Shays." "lie. was also deputed 
by Governor Bowdoin to the government of oS'ew York, to 
make arrangements for tho delivery of Shays and his adher- 
ents to the authorities of Massachusetts, should they escape to 
that state." For the purpose of conducting similar negotiations 
with tho government of Vermont, he was sent to the General 
Assembly of that state, during the month of October, 1780. 
His energy and enterprise in this emcrgcuey were of great 
value in leading the neighboring states to take efficient mea- 
sures in preventing the rioters from receiving external aid. 
After spending the years of his early manhood in the practice 
of the law, not only in Boston but in the neighboring towns, ho 
removed to Vermont, and married Miss Palmer, the daughter 
of an old and valued friend. Becoming a citizen of Brattle- 
borough, he, in 1801, purchased tho residence of Micah Town- 
send. His abilities as a lawyer and a man of learning were 
already extensively acknowledged, and he soon numbered 
among his friends many of the most able, polished, and social 
gentlemen of his adopted state. 

In 17!>C he was appointed state's attorney for Windham 
county, and held the office until the year 1800. He presided 
as side judge of the Supreme court of Vermont from 1S01 to 
1800, when he was chosen chief judge. This position he re- 
tained until the year 1812. Party strife and ill health com- 
bined were the causes which prevented him from being chosen 
to fill this office for a longer period. From the year 1815 to the 
year 1821 he was register of probate for Windham county, and 
this, it is believed, was the last public station he was called to 
occupy. An idea of the originality of his style and manner 
in arguing a case, under circumstances calculated to produce 
embarrassment, may be gained from the following anecdote. 

At a court held in Ts'ewfane, he undertook his first c:i~c anVr 
he left the bench. He had not practised for a long time, and 
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many of ilie lawyers at the bar had never heard him address a 
jury. At the period referred to, the disease of which lie died 
— a cancer on the left side of the nose, near the eye — caused 
him to wear a patch of black silk on his face, which did not 
tend to improve his appearance. 'Hie case was one of impor- 
tance, involving the property of his client, a certain Mr. Rich- 
ardson. The opposing counsel, in presenting their pleas, made 
frequent reflections upon the ex-chief-justice, declaring that his 
faculties were failing, that he had a disease about him, and that 
lie had been turned from the bench for incapacity. During the 
delivery of these sentiments Judge Tyler sat within the bar, 
taking no notes, and apparently entirely oblivions of what was 
passing around him. When the time came for him to address 
the jury, he rose in his place, and turning his back upon the 
twelve men whose minds he was desirous of influencing, called 
out to his client: — "Richardson! come here!" Richardson 
started up in great astonishment, and made his way through 
the crowded court-room to the railing within which the lawyers 
eat. "Richardson!" said Judge Tyler, turning to that indi- 
vidual, who was exceedingly surprised at the oddity of the pro- 
ceedings, "go home! There is no use of your staying here ! 
I thought you had a case, a good case ! " He then went on, 
with his back to the jury and judge, to tell his client all the 
strong points of his case, making it very plain, or, at least, 
making it appear, that Richardson had been basely abused by 
the lawyers on the other side. "But," said he in conclusion, 
" I was mistaken in supposing you had any rights that could bo 
maintained. It appears you have no case because my faculties 
are failing, and, what is worse, you have no case at all, hecaum 
I have this patch on my note. Go home ! Go home ! I can't 
be expected to say a word to the jury under such circum- 
stances ! " "With these words Judge Tyler sat down. The op- 
posing counsel were dumbfoundered at this mode of attack, 
but the jury were only out long enough to make up for Rich- 
ardson a most satisfactory verdict. 

Social in his disposition and possessing a mind well stored 
with information derived both from books and their prototypes, 
men, he was the delight of all who knew him, and was the lend- 
ing spirit on those occasions when the witty, the learned, and 
the wise were assembled. To high mental ability there was 
joined in his character an uncommonly benevolent and friendly 
disposition, which gained him the love and respect of many 
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attached friends. As a judge lie was conscientious*, clear-minded, 
and just, both by a natural sense of right and an extensive know- 
ledge of precedents His humanity, though naturally unbounded, 
was so guided as tc produce the most beneficial results. As a 
citizen, he was pi blic-spirited and liberal ; as a neighbor, 
thoughtful and unobtrusive; as a husband, kind and attentive. 
His widow still survives him, in the enjoyment of all her mental 
faculties, though advanced in the octogenarian rank. The 
remains of Judge Tyler repose in the burial-ground at Brattle- 
borough. A white marble stone, which marks the place of his 
sepulture, bears upon its face the following inscription : 

ItOYALL TYLER 
Rcip. V. Mont. Cur. Sup. Jurid. 
Trine. 

MoKTKM ObHT 

Die XVI. Aug. Anno Domim 
MDCCCXXVL 
Etntis Suae 
LXVIII. 
Uxor et liberi 
ejus 

Hoc saxum ponendum 
Curaverunt. 

As a contributor to the early literature of this country, Judge 
Tyler deserves to be held in honorable remembrance. The 
annexed account of his writings, is taken from that most 
valuable and tasteful work, the "Cyclopaedia of American 
Literature." 

"Roy all Tyler was a wit, a poet, and a chief justice. His 
life certainly deserves to be narrated with more particularity 
than it has yet received, nis writings, too, should be collected 
and placed in an accessible form. American literature cannot be 
charged with poverty, while it has such valuables uninvested, 

in its forgotten repositories." In the year 1780 while at 

New York, for the purpose of conducting some negotiations con- 
nected with the suppression of the Shays rebellion, "a comedy 
which he had written during his military service was produced 
on the stage. It was entitled 4 The Contrast,' and has the dis- 
tinction of being the first stage production in which the Yankee 
dialect and story-telling since so familiar in the parts written 
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for Haekett, 1 1 ill, and others was employed. It was more than 
that. It was the first American play which was ever acted on 
a regular stage hy an established company of comedians. It 
was played at the old John Street Theatre in Xew York, under 
the management of llallam and Henry, April l(»th, 17!So\* 
Its success was such as to induce the author to produce a second, 
entitled 4 May Day, or New York in an Uproar,' for the benefit of 
the actor Wignell in the May following. 

" The Country Jonathan, in the 4 Contrast,' on a visit to town, 
drops into the theatre with the expectation of seeing 4 a hocus- 
pocus man,' and sits out a performance of the 4 School for 
Scandal' without any notion that he has visited a play-house.- 
On being asked if he saw the man with his tricks : 4 Why, 1 
vow,' says he, 4 as I was looking out for him, they lifted up a 
great green cloth, and let us look right into the next neighbor's 
house.' 4 Have you a good many houses in Xew York made 
in that ere way ?' he asks; and is told, not many. To an in- 
quiry whether he saw the family, and how he liked them, he 
replies : 4 Why, I vow, they were pretty much like other fami- 
lies. There was a poor, good-natured curse of a husband, and 
a sad rantipole of a wife.' At the close, he asks for his money, 
as he has not had the show. 4 The dogs a bit of a sight have I 
seen,' he says, 4 unless you call listening to people's private 
business a sight.' 

"Tyler not long after gained considerable reputation by his 
contributions to that very pleasant newspaper and miscellany, 
one of the very best of its kind ever published in this country, 
the ' Farmer's Weekly Museum,' published at Walpole in New 
Hampshire, by Isaiah Thomas and David Carlisle. When 
Dennie became its editor, Tvler was called in to assist him with 
his contributions 4 from the shop of Messrs. Colon and Spondee,' 
an amusing melange of light verse, and entertaining social and 
political squibs, which he had already opened in the journals, 
the 'Eagle' at Hanover, the 'Federal Orrery' at Boston, and 
the 4 Tablet.' 

44 Tyler also published a series of papers with the title, 1 An 
Author's Evenings,' in the 4 Port Folio' for 1801, and subse- 
quently. A liberal collection of the 4 Colon and Spondee' pa- 
pers is included in a volume published by Thomas and Thomas 

• He gave the copyright to the principal actor in the piece, Wignell, who pub- 
linked it by subscription. 
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at Walpolc in lvSOl, entitled 'The Spirit of the Farmer's Mu- 
seum, and Lay Preacher's Gazette.' His facility in verse in 
these compositions was reinarkahle. He had great command 
of versification and an abundant fund of impromptu humor. 
His 4 Colon and Spondee' articles are divided between federal 
polities, attacks on French democracy, the Delia Crusran lite- 
rature, and the fashionable frivolities of the day. The para- 
graphs in prose show the author's wit, taste in literature, and 
strongly marked opinions of the federal school in politics. 

Vln 1707, he wrote a comedy in three acts, 'The Georgia 
Spec, or Land in the Moon,' in ridicule of a speculating mania 
for wild Yazoo lands. It was repeatedly performed in Poston 
with success. He wrote some other dramatic productions, but 
none of them have been published. 

" In 1797, appeared from the press of David Carlisle, at Wal- 
polc, in two volumes, his ' Algerine Captive, or the Life and 
Adventures of Updike Underbill : Six Years a Prisoner among 
the Algerines.' It is dedicated to the poet Humphreys. This 
work is said to have been mistaken by an English critic for a 
narrative of actual adventure. It is a fictitious book of me- 
moirs, in which the author ventilates his opinions on various 
topics of American society, paints the horrors of the slave- 
trade, and the now almost incomprehensible grievances which 
the European and American powers for a long time endured 
from the assumptions of the Algerines. In the close of the work, 
there are some sketches of Mahomctunism. The book is written 
in short chapters, with spirit and neatness of style. There is 
quite enough of ingenuity in the thought, coupled with the de- 
scriptions of the manners of the times, to redeem this work from 
the neglect into which it has fallen. Though printed in, at least, 
a second American edition, it is now exceedingly scarce. 

" In 1790, lie composed a Fourth of July ode for the public 
celebration of the day at Windsor, Vermont, and a convivial 
song for the same occasion. He was frequently called upon 
for these services, and for the occasional prologues in vogue at 
charitable and other theatrical benefits. 

44 In 1804, we notice Tyler as a contributor of verses to the 
* Columbian Sentinel.' In 1800, he published two volumes of 
4 Reports of Cases in the Supreme Court of Vermont.' He still 
continued to write for the journals, in the Port Folio, and in 
other quarters. Some of his latest productions appeared in the 
4 Xew England Galaxy.' In 1800, he was a contributor to 
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Buckingham's monthly periodical, ' The Polyanthus.' of the 
papers entitled 'Trash,' and a number of fugitive poetical 
pieces, and again, on the revival of the puMieation in 1S12." 

Though the writings of Judge Tyler are hut little known at 
the present day, yet his ahility has heen warmly eulogized by 
thosc best acquainted with his scattered productions. " Tyler's 
contrihutions to the Fanner's Museum," ohserves the lion. J. 
T. Buckingham, " were numerous, and, if collected, would fill 
several volumes, lie wrote rapidly, ami could vary his style 
'from grave to gay, from lively to severe,' as easily as he could 
draw on his glove. Most of the articles, purporting to he 'from 
the Shop of Messrs. Colon and Spondee.' were written by him ; 
the poetical pieces, I believe, are all of his composition. These 
he generally threw off with a dash of the pen, seldom taking 
any pains to revise them. They are noted for inaccuracy of 
rhymes — a defect which he thought hardly worthy of his atten- 
tion, — but they are remarkable for sprightliness of thought and 
expression, and an easy flow of language. They embraced 
topics of all sorts, local and general, temporary and permanent, 
and were well charged with wit and humor. The complexion 
of the political articles wsis purcly/v/Am/.'' The remarks of 
the Kcv. Hosea Beckley respecting the literary efforts of Judge 
Tyler, though a little adulatory, are worthy of notice. " His 
Algerine Captive is one of the best works of the kind which 
our country has produced, and is evidence of great invention 
and versatility of talents in the writer. Several of his charges 
to juries and condemned criminals were published, and are 
specimens of elegant composition, as well as evidence of his 
professional knowledge. He was a man of ready wit and great 
facetiousness. So innate was his vein of humor, that in his last 
days, under the painful and melancholy inroads of a cancer, 
scintillations from his happy genius would occasionally burst 
forth. His pen was often applied to correct and polish manu- 
scripts designed for the press."* 

The limits of this sketch will not allow of the introduction of 

* Ilarr. Coll. Triennial Catalogue. Tale Coll. Triennial Catalogue. Thomp- 
foti** Vt., Tart II. pp. 1 1 1 .">'". I>cming's Catalogue Vt Officers, pa**im. Ira 
Allen's IIi<t. Vt. p Ho.-kl.-yV IlUt Vt, p. '.174. Cyclopedia of Am. Ut. 

i'V K. A. nnd G. L. Diiyekinck. i 415-420. Dunlnp's Hist Am, Theatre. London 
id., HCH, pp 133-1 41. Monthly Antholojry, Boston, ix. 844-:'.47. Buckingham's 
Specimens of Newspaper Literature, L 101, \iYl; iL 177, l'J7, 1D9-21", 2 - .'6. The 
Spirit of the Farmer's Mu*< um nnd I-ay Preacher's Gnx.-tte, Wnlpole, N. 11., ISOl, 
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but one extract from his writings. That selected is a chapter 
from the Algerine Captive. The author, in this instance, ap- 
peal's as a surgeon on hoard of a slaver. The title of the chap- 
ter is — 

"Treatment of the Slaves ox board the Sim-. — Of one 
hundred and fifty Africans, we rejected seventeen, as not mer- 
chantable. "While I was doubting which to lament most, tltost* 
who were about being precipitated into all the miseries of an 
American slavery, or those whom we had rejected, as too wretched 
for slaves, Captain Russell Mas congratulating the slave eon- 
tractors upon the immense good luck they had, in not suffering 
more by this lot of human creatures. I understood that, what 
from wounds received by some of these miserable creatures at 
their capture, or in their violent struggles for liberty, or at- 
tempts at suicide ; with the fatigue of a long journey, partly 
over the burning sands of a sultry climate, it was usual to esti- 
mate the loss in the passage to the sea-shoie, at twenty-five per 
cent. 

"Xo sooner was the purchase completed, than these wretched 
Africans were transported in herds aboard the ship, and imme- 
diately precipitated between decks, where a strong chain, at- 
tached to a staple in the lower deck, was riveted to the bar, 
before described; and then the men Mere chained in pairs, and 
also handcuffed, and two sailors with cutlasses guarded every 
twenty: while the women and children were tied together in 
pairs with ropes, and obliged to supply the men with provisions, 
and the slush bucket ; or, if the young women were released, it 
was only to gratify the brutal lust of the sailors : for, though I 
cannot say I ever Mas M itness to an actual rape, yet the fre- 
quent shrieks of these forlorn females in the berths of the sea- 
men, left me little charity to doubt of the repeated commission 
of that degrading crime. The eve after m*c had received the 
slaves on board, all hands we e piped on deck, and ordered to 
assist in manufacturing and knotting cat-o'-nine-tails, the appli- 
cation of which, I M as informed, was always necessary to bring 
the slaves to their appetite. The night after they came on 
board, M'as spent by these wretched people in sobbings, groans, 
tears, and the most heart-rending bursts of sorrow and despair. 
The next morning, all was still. Surprised by this unexpected 
silence, I almost hoped that Providence, in pity to these her 
miserable children, had permitted some kindly suffocation to 
put a period to their anguish. It Mas neither novel nor unex- 
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peeted to the ship's crew. 4 It is only the dumb tit conic on,' 
cried every one; 4 we will cure them.' After breakfast, the 
whole ship's crew went between decks, and carried with them 
the provisions for the slaves, which they one and all refused to 
eat. A more affecting group of misery was never seen. These 
injured Africans, preferring death to slavery, or perhaps buoyed 
above the fear of dissolution by their religion, which taught 
them to look with an eye of faith to a country beyond the grave, 
where they should again meet the friends and relatives, from 
whose endearments they had been torn, and where no fiend, 
should torment, or Christian thirst for gold, had, wanting other 
means, resolved to starve themselves, and every eye lowered 
the fixed resolve of this deadly intent. In vain were the men 
beaten. They refused to taste one mouthful ; and, I believe, 
would have died under the operation, if the ingenious cruelty 
of the clerk, Randolph, had not suggested the plan of whipping 
tho women and children in sight of the men ; assuring the men 
they should be tormented until all had eaten. What the tor- 
ments, exercised on the bodies of these brave Africans, failed 
to produce, the feelings of nature effected. The negro, who 
could undauntedly expire under the anguish of the lash, could 
not view the agonies of his wife, child, or his mother; and, 
though repeatedly encouraged by these female sufferers, un- 
moved by their torments, to persevere unto death ; yet, though 
the vum dared to die, the father relented, and in a few hours, 
they all ate their provisions, mingled with their t<ars. 

" Our slave dealers being unable to fulfil their contract, unless 
we tarried three weeks longer, our captain concluded to remove 
to some other market. "We accordingly weighed anchor, and 
steered for Benin, and anchored in the river Formosa, where we 
took in one hundred and fifteen more slaves. The same process 
in the purchase was pursued here ; and, though I frequently 
assured the captain, as a physician, that it was impracticable to 
stow fifty more persons between decks, without endangering 
health and life, the whole hundred and fifteen were thrust with 
the rest, between decks. The stagnant confined air of this 
infernal hole, rendered more deleterious by the stench of the 
fffices, and violent perspiration of such a crowd, occasioned 
putrid diseases ; and even while in the month of the Formosa, 
it was usual to throw one or two Negro corpses over every day. 
It was in vain I remonstrated to the captain. In vain I enforced 
the necessity of more commodious berths, and a more free influx 
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of air for the ..slaves. In vain I represented, that these miserable, 
people had been used to the vegetable diet and pure air of a 
country life; that at home they were remarkable for cleanli- 
ness of person, the very rites of their religion consisting almost 
entirely in frequent ablutions. The captain was, by tliis time, 
prejudiced against ine. He observed that he did not doubt my 
skill, and would be bound by my advice, as to the health of 
those on board his ship, when he found I was actuated by the 
interest of the owners ; but, he feared, that I was now moved 
by some Ymik*.*'- nonsen«e about humanity. 

" Randolph, the clerk, blamed me in plain terms. He said lie 
had made seven African voyages, and with as good surgeons as 
I was ; and that it was their common practice, when an infec- 
tious disorder prevailed among the slaves, to make critical search 
for all those who had the slightest symptoms of it, or whose 
habits of body inclined them to it; to tie them up and cast them 
over the ship's side together, and thus, at one dash, to purify the 
ship. 4 What signifies,' added he, ' the lives of the black 
devils ? They love to die. You cannot please them better than 
by chucking them into the water.' 

" When we stood out to sea, the rolling of the vessel brought 
on the sea-sickness, which increased the filth. The weather 
being rough, we were obliged to close some of the ports which 
ventilated the space between decks ; and death raged dreadfully 
among the slaves. Above two thirds were diseased. It was 
affecting to observe the ghastly smile on the countenance of tho 
dying African, as if rejoicing to escape the cruelty of his oppres- 
sors. I noticed one man, who gathered all his strength, and, in 
one last effort, spoke with great emphasis, and expired. I 
understood by the linguist, that, with his dying breath, he 
invited his wife, and a boy and girl to follow him quickly, and 
slake their thirst with him at the cool streams of their Great 
Father, beyond the reach of the wild white beasts. The captain 
was now alarmed for the success of his voyage ; and upon my 
urging the necessity of landing the slaves, he ordered the ship 
about, and we anchored near an uninhabited part of the gold 
coast, I conjecture not far from Cape St. Paid. 

u Tents were erected on the shore, and the sick landed. Under 
iny direction they recovered snrprisingly. It was affecting to 
see the effect gentle usage had upon these hitherto sullen, obsti- 
nate people. As I had the sole direction of the hospital, they 
looked on me as the source of this sudden transition from the 
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tillh and rigor of the ship, to the cleanliness and kindness of 
the shore. Their gratitude was excessive. "When they reco- 
vered so far as to walk our, happy was he, who could, by picking 
a few berries, gathering the wild fruits of the country, or doing 
any menial services manifest his affection for me. Our linguist 
hiis told me, he has often heard them behind the bushes, pray- 
ing to their (iod for my prosperity, and asking him with earn- 
estness, why he put my good black soul into a white body. In 
twelve days all the convalescents were returned to the ship, 
except five who staid with me on shore, and were to be taken 
on board the next day."* 



Samuel Wells. 

With the history of Cumberland county, 
the name of Col. Samuel Wells is closely 
connected. He was the eon of Jonathan 
Wells and Mary, his second wife, and was 
born at Deerfield, Massachusetts, on the 9th of September, 1730. 
He had three brothers, Jonathan, David and Oliver, and two 
sisters, Mary and Rebecca, lie married Hannah Sheldon, and 
in July, 1702, settled in Brattleborough on a farm of six hun- 
dred acres, situated about a mile north of the East village. 
Here was bora his family of thirteen children, two of whom 
died in infancy. The remaining five sons and six daughters, all, 
with the exception of one daughter, married in Brattleborough. 
A grant of twelve hundred acres of land in Canada having 
been made to each of them by the Crown, as a compensation 
for the losses which Colonel Wells had suffered during the Re- 
volution on account of his adherence to the King, they all 
removed thither between the years 1798 and 1802. The daugh- 
ters were married to Samuel Gale, Ephraim Nash, Micah 
Townsend, Jonathan Gorton, Nathaniel Church, and Ephraim 
Stimpson. None of Col. Wells's children, bean ng his name, 
were ever prominent men, nor yet of his sons-in-law, with the 
exception of Samuel Gale, who married Rebecca, his first 
daughter, and Micah Townsend, who married his third daughter. 

* The Algerine Coptire, ei 1797, i 196-204. 
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At the time of his removal to Brnttleborough, the population 
of that portion of the New Hampshire Grants, was small and 
sparse, and many of the pioneers of civilization were contented 
when they were so fortunate as to secure a roof for shelter and 
food to sustain life. The condition of Colonel "Wells Avas, how- 
ever, superior to that of most of the early settlers of Vermont, 
and the inlluence of his character and position was for ninny 
years extensively acknowledged. Upon the establishment of 
Cumberland county by the government of New York, he was 
appointed a judge of the Inferior court of Common Pleas, a 
justice of the peace, and was authorized by a thdi nut* jiotesiahm 
commission, to swear all who should take office in the county. 
The commissions issued in conformity with these appointments, 
were all dated the 17th of July, 17(50, and he served under 
them until the authority from which they were derived ceased 
to be acknowledged by the people. During the same period 
he was the chief military man in the southern part of the county. 
When, in answer to the petition of the inhabitants of this dis- 
trict, the Council of New York, by an order dated the 23d of 
December, 1772, authorized them to choose two representatives* 
to the General Assembly, Samuel Wells and Crean Brush were 
returned, and took their seats in the latter body on the 2d of 
February, 1773. As a memento of this election there is still 
preserved a note, written to Colonel "Wells by John Bolton, who 
was probably a successful wire-puller, dated at " Westminster, 
June the 11th, 1773." It is to be regretted that the items covered 
by the word " Nesesarcs" were not stated. The note is in these 
words : 

"Sir: I have paid unto Jont. Safford nine Shillings and Six 
pence Lawful money of tho Bay Province, for Nesesarcs the 
People of Halifax had when they Come to Lex t ion if you wold 
be so good as to pay y" same to Mr. Whipple y* Bearer by 
next thursday so as he may bring it to me, you will much oblige 
your Humble Servt." 

At the time of the " Massacre" at Westminster in 1775, Co- 
lonel Wells, although one of the court judges, was in attend- 
ance upon the General Assembly at New York, and was not 
aware of the circumstances connected with the development 
and results of the affray, until the arrival of the messengers 
who had been dispatched with the tidings. In connection with 
his colleague Brush, he is supposed to have been instrumental 
in preparing the depositions which were signed by the messen- 
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gers siikI presented t<> tlic Assembly, containing an account of 
the " Ma>*aerc " favorable t«» the action of the Crown adhe- 
rent*, and condemnatory of the conduct of the Whigs. In the 
Kiinu' year, during the recess of the Assembly, u lie joined the 
mini>terial members in a letter to General Gage at Boston," 
and seldom failed to evince a loyal disposition, even after po- 
licy had dictated an opposite course of action. On suspicion 
of having been engaged in an attempt to introduce arms into 
Cumberland county in behalf of Great Britain, tor the purpose 
of reinstating and maintaining the administration of justice 
therein, lie was examined before the New York committee of 
safety on the 12th of September, 1775, during the recess of ihe 
Provincial Congress but he was dismissed, nothing having 
been proved against him. Though opposed to the American 
cause, he had sufficient skill and influence to preserve his pro- 
perty from confiscation, but was not able wholly to escape the 
odium which attached to a Loyalist, or the punishments which 
a profession of this nature so often incurred. From the records 
of the committee of safety f<>r Cumberland county, it appears 
that Lieut. Leonard Spaulding, a most patriotic member from 
Pummorston, allowed his cnniitv towards Colonel "Wells to 
manifest itself, on one occasion, in a most improper manner. 
The incident referred to was noticed by the committee in their 
proceedings on the 25th of July, 1770, and in order to wipe 
out the disgrace which had been cast upon them by the unwar- 
ranted act of the fiery Dummcrstonian, they resolved '* that 
Lieutenant Spaulding make suitable Confession to this Com- 
mittee for his Conduct in Taking Col° "Wells by military force ; 
that mode of proceeding Being Contrary to the minds of this 
Committee, and also a Violation of a Certain Resolve formerly 
passed by this Committee." To this resolution is appended the 
following note : — " Mr. Spaulding ComplyM with the above 
Vote by his making proper Confession, etc." In the New 
York Gazette under date of June 23d, 1777, it is stated that 
" Judge Wells of Brattleborough had been lately confined to 
his farm and otherwise ill-treated," and it is known that, for a 
long time, permission was granted to any one to 6hoot him, 
sh mid he be found beyond the bounds of his acres. 

His devotion to the interests of the mother country, though 
it did not lead him to avow openly the principles of a Loyalist, 
was sufficiently strong to enlist his services in a private manner 
in her behalf. During the period in which the British agents 
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in Canada were endeavoring to negotiate an alliance with the 
principal men in Vermont, for the purpose of reducing that 
state to the condition of a Crown province, his efforts were 
directed in behalf of this end. In a letter to General Frederick 
Ilaldimand, dated at New York, May 8th, 1781, and written, 
it is supposed, by Beverly Robinson, notice is taken of the 
willingness of Wells to promote the interests of Great Britain. 
" Colonel Wells of Brattleborough," said this writer, " has sent 
his son-in-law* with verbal information that throws great light 
upon the conduct of Vermont. We taike him to be a friend, 
and he says by this messenger that you know him to be so. Is 
it true ? lie offers his services for a monthly interchange of 
letters between Canada and the coast of Connecticut, where wo 
are to find a Mend to give and receive dispatches. Do you 
approve of this confidence ?" 

That the offer of Wells was ultimately accepted, and that he 
and Luke Kuowlton of Xewfane, lent their aid to advance the 
interests of Great Britain, is proved by the following facts. In 
tho month of April, 17S2, Christopher O^g'iod of Brattlebo- 
rough, a housewright by occupation, was hired by Kuowlton to 
carry a letter to William Smith of the city of New York, who 
had formerly been chief justice of the province. The letter, it 
was supposed, was from General Ilaldimand, and was brought 
from Canada to Nowfane by Solomon Ball. Osgood received 
from Kuowlton twenty-eight dollars for this service, and on his 
return early in June, received from Smith an undirected letter, 
with verbal orders to deliver it to Kuowlton and a reward of 
thirty guineas for his trouble. In the month of August follow- 
ing Shadrach Ball arrived at Brattleborough with another letter 
from Canada directed to Smith. Osgood was on this occasion 
employed by Wells, who gave him live pounds to take the let- 
ter to Xew York. After remaining a few days in that city, he 
set out on his return, being the bearer of a letter without direc- 
tion from the British secretary Morgan, which he had orders to 
deliver to Wells. For this last service he was rewarded with 
filty guineas. Of the information communicated he was igno- 
rant, but wsis commanded to destroy the letters in the event of 
his capture. 

The fact that an embassy of this character had been estab- 

* Samuel Gale is probably referred to. His associates were amoug the British 
military, and his sympathies openly and wholly with royalty. 

46 
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li>hed becoming known to the authorities of Rhode Wand, 
measures were immediately taken to end it. In the latter part 
of October, or early in November, the sheriff of that state ar- 
rived in Pratt leborough, arrested Christopher Osgood and carried 
him to Providence. Here on the 13th of November, at a ses- 
sion of the court of assize and general jail delivery, he was 
brought before the Hon. Paid Mum ford, chief justice of the 
Superior court of judicature, and upon examination detailed 
the facts above stated. The "Information of Christopher 
Osgood'* was on the 19th, sent by the Lieutenant Governor of 
Rhode Island to Congress, accompanied by a letter from that 
official. These documents, '"containing evidence" as was then 
stated, u that some of the leaders in Vermont, and particularly 
Luke Knowlton, who had been deputed in the year 1780 to Con- 
gress as agent for that party opposed to its independence, but who 
had since changed sides, had been intriguing with the enemy 
in New York'' — these documents were read in Congress on the 
2.">th, and were referred to Samuel Osgood, Daniel Carroll, and 
John Rutledge. 

In acting upon their report, which was presented on the 27th, 
Congress, by a resolution passed in secret session, directed the 
commander-in-chief "to take immediate measures for appre- 
hending and securing Luke Knowlton of Newfane, and Samuel 
"Wells of Brattleborongh, both of the district of country common- 
ly called the New Hampshire Grants, west of Connecticut river, 
and such others within the district aforesaid as there may be 
good reason to apprehend have been concerned with the said 
Knowlton and Wells in a dangerous correspondence and inter- 
course with the enemy." Permission was also granted to the com- 
mander-in-chief to notify to those "exercising authority in the 
district aforesaid*' the grounds upon which the arrest was de- 
manded. At the same time, the subject of the independence 
of Vermont was discussed, and representatives from a number 
of the states declared their views on the subject. 

On the 3d of December, the same topic was again brought for- 
ward, and the opinion was openly expressed that the leaders of 
Vermont were " perfidious men." In order to warn the northern 
states of the dangers to which they were exposed by the 
machinations of internal foes, Congress resolved, in secret ses- 
sion, to furnish a copy of Christopher Osgood's declaration to 
the ''supreme executives of the states of New Hampshire, 
Massachusetts, Connecticut, and New York." The charges 
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contained in liLs "information," implicating as they did, certain 
citizen?; of each of these states in " treasonable practices" ren- 
dered this course necessary for the safety of all. Pursuant to 
the resolution of tlie 27th of November, an officer was sent into 
Vermont to arrest Wells and Knowlton, but they had been pre- 
viously informed that such an attempt would be made, and had 
left the state before the officer arrived. An account of this 
proceeding was sent to Congress by General Washington, to- 
gether with the report of the officer who had been sent to make 
the arrest. From the representation of the latter, it appeared 
on the statement of Israel Smith of Brattleborough, "that 
Knowlton and Wells had received a letter from Jonathan 
Arnold, Esquire, at Congress, part of which was made public, 
which informed them that affairs in Congress were unfavorable 
to them, and would have them to look out for themselves." 
The subject was again considered »>n the 27th of January, 17S3, 
and Mr. Arnold, who was present when the papers were read, 
expressed his surprise at the declarations which they contained 
respcetinghimsclf; denied that he had ever held any corre- 
spondence with either Knowlton or Wells ; and requested a copy 
of the above charge. In this request he was indulged without 
opposition, "but it. was generally considered," Mr. Madison ob- 
serves, " notwithstanding his denial of the correspondence, that 
he had, at least at second hand, conveyed the intelligence to 
Vermont." A similiar opinion was entertained by Governor 
Clinton. In a letter to Colonel Floyd, dated the Gth of February, 
17S3, he said: — "Wells and Knowlton have both fled the coun- 
try, and there is strong reason to suspect they had notice of the 
measures which were taken for their apprehension, from a 
quarter too, where secrecy should have been observed A letter 
from a member of Congress to a person in that quarter, is said to 
have given them the alarm." As to the design of AVells in this 
affair, there can be but little doubt that he aimed to reduce 
Vermont to a Crown dependency. Of the conduct of Knowl- 
ton, it is a fair inference that he was influenced by Wells to 
engage temporarily in advancing the views of that stern old 
Loyalist. His subsequent conduct, however, proved his hearty 
adherence to the American cause, and his true devotion to the 
best interests of Vermont * 

■ There ia reason for supposing, that Wells, while engaged in U-half of the 
British in the translations detailed in the test, -wn* regnrded liy the principal 
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Colonel Wells maintained his principles as a Loyalist firmly 
to tlie last. The opening sentence of his w ill, which was exe- 
cuted on the ifSth of October, 1784, was in these words : "In 
the name of God, Amen, I, Samuel Wells of Brattleborongh, 
formerly in the county of Cumberland, in the province of New 
York, but now the territory called and known by the name of 
the state of Vermont, do make my last will and testament in 
manner and form following,'' etc. Micah Townsend, his son-in- 
law, being one of the heirs and administrators under the will, 
and at the same time probate judge of the district of Marl- 
borough, which district included Brattleborough, the General 
Assembly, by an act passed on the 21st of October, 17SG, per- 
mitted the probate judge of the district of Westminster to 
administer on the will, *' as fully and as amply as if the said 
Samuel Wells had died in the district of Westminster." Wells 
died deeply insolvent, his estate being valued at .£1577 6V. i>i<A, 
and his debts amounting to i;5sso 2*. ~ht. Among his creditors 
were Abraham Lot, Goklsbrow Banyar, William Wiekham, the 
Hon. William Smith, Stephen Greenlcaf, the estate of Crean " 
Brash, and the estate of Josiah Willard* 

men of Vermont m friendly to their interest*, and that ho was admitted to their 
counsels. This opinion is supported by the following extinct from Ire Allen's 
History of Vermont, in which an account is given of the flight of Wells. 

''In January, 1783, the late Colonel Samuel Wells of Brattleborongh, being 
engaged in transmitting letters from Canada to New York, one of his packets 
was intercepted, and fell into the hands of *oiue of the officers of the Continental 
troops. In consequence of which, a captain, with a company from Albany, was 
dispatched to seize the Colonel, who, on being informed of this circumstance, left 
his house to take shelter in Canada. In his flight he put up at Captain Otly's, nt 
Itromley, in the Ureen Mountains. While at supper, the [Albany] captain and 
his men came to the house, and put up for the night. Notwithstanding Colonel 
Wells was fully apprised of the captain's business, yet, reflecting that there was 
no dwelling at hand to which he could escape, and that such an attempt, beside*, 
might awaken suspicions in the captain who was about to retire to rest, the 
Colonel went to bc^l, and remained there till his pursuers set out to llrattlcborough, 
in hopes to find him there. Colonel Wells proceeded to Sunderland, to consult 
with General [Kthan] and Colonel [Ira] Allen, who advised him to set out for 
New York about twelve o'clock at night* A sleigh was accordingly provided for 
that purpose, which was brought to General Allen's door at the appointed hour, 
Colonel Wells set out in it, and having pursued his instructions, in the course of 
a few nights he arrived at New York in safety." p. 245. 

» Doc. Hist. N. Y.. iv. 696-099. .lournnl N. Y. Prov. Cong , L 145. Madison 
Papers, L 206, -J« '!)— 2 1 2, 281, 282. Secret Journal of the Acts and Prtceedings of 
Congress, i. 245, 24(5. Deposition of Elijah Prouty, Jan. Jlst, 1783. George Clin- 
ton Papers, in office Sec State N. Y., voL xvii. doc. 4926. Probate Records of 
Windham Co. Journals Gen. Am. Vt, Oct, 1766, pp. 56, 59. Journal Asa. N. J. ( 
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The firmness with which he adhered to the cause of royalty 
during the struggles of the Revolution, subjected him, as has been 
shown, to many annoyances and losses, and led him to engage 
privately in attempts to advance the interests of the mother 
country. Still he was an intelligent, wealthy, and influential 
gentleman, and was much esteemed and beloved in his private- 
character. Three years after the peace of '83, he died iu 
Brattleborough. A plain, white marble head-stone in the old 
burying ground, marks the spot where his mortal remains repose, 
and bears the following inscription : — 

In Memory of Col" Samuel Wells of this town, a Judge of 
Cumberland County Court, and a Member of the Aflcmbly 
of the Province of New York, who departed this life the 6 ,h 
of Aug" 1786, the 55"' year of his age. 

His friends, the ftrangcr and the poor have loft 

A kind companion and a generous hoft: 

When he fell — the ftatefman fell, 

And left the world his worth to tell. 



DANIEL WHIPPLE. 

Daniel Whipple of Brattleborough was appointed on the 17th 
of April, 1770, by commission from the colonial government of 
New York, to the shrievalty of Cumberland county, in the place 
of John Arms resigned, and held that position until the latter 
part of the year 1772. Of his honesty and ability ditferent 
views wore entertained by the judges presiding in the courts 
within his bailiwick. In a letter to Governor Tryon, dated the 
6th of February, 1772, Judge Thomas Chandler stated that 
Whipple's conduct in striving to apprehend a party of rioters 
who had created much disturbance at Windsor, had led " His 
late Excellency the Earl of Dunmore, and the Honorable His 
Majesty's Council," to grant him a township of laud as a reward 
for his services. Whipple presented this communication to 
Governor Tryon, but it does not appear that his application for 

1782, p. 10. Journal Council N. J., 1782, p. 7. Mr*. Letter from Rev. Canon 
Micftjah ToirnBcnd, dated July lit, 1866. See n<<-. pp. 485, 503, 604- 
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n patent of the grant was allowed. On the 10th of October 
following, Samuel Wells and Xoali Sabin, associate judges with 
("handler, represented to Governor Trvon the unfitness of 
Whi]»ple for his place. They accused him of charging and 
receiving mileage fees, when by law he was entitled to none ; 
of remissness and negligence in the execution of his office, mani- 
fested by committing "'almost the whole care thereof to depu- 
ties ill-chosen and unfit for the trust ; of exacting exorbitant 
and unlawful fees ; and of refusing to receive prisoners into 
custody who had been taken on execution. Conduct like this 
they declared to be "totally subversive of the authority of the 
civil magistracy" in the county, and " highly prejudicial and 
displeasing to the well disposed inhabitants'' therein residing. 
These statements were continued by Crean Brush, clerk of the 
county, and Whipple was soon after dismissed from office, lie 
was succeeded by William Paterson, who was afterwards con 
spicuous at the u Westminster Massacre." The time of his death 
is not known, but the letters of administration taken out by Mary 
Whipple, administratrix upon his estate, were dated at Jsew 
York on the 15th of April, 1770 * 



JOSIAIl WILLARD. 

Col. Josiah Wii.la.rd, the commander at Fort Dummer from 
1740 to 1750, was the son of Henry Willard, who married Dor- 
cas Cutler of Lancaster, Massachusetts. At this place he was 
born about the year 1G[»3, and here he married Hannah Wilder, 
lie was among the first settlers — a founder in fact — of Luuen- 
bnrgh. in the present county of Worcester, Massachusetts, for a 
long time a frontier town. His grandfather Major Simon Wil- 
lard, who came to this country as earlv as 1055, was one of the 
first settlers of Concord, Massachusetts, and was "highly dis- 
tinguished both as a civil and military character." His uncle, 
the Rev. Samuel Willard, was for a time vice-president of 
Harvard College. Colonel Willard died on the 8th of Decem- 
ber, 1750. He bore the character of a faithful and intelligent 
public officer, and was without reproach in the relations of pri- 
vate and domestic life. 

• IS". Y. Colonial MS.S., iu office Soc SUte N. Y., vol. xcix. 
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JOSIAU WILLARD JR. 

JosiAn Willard Jr., a son of the former, was bom in January, 
1710, and married Hannah Hubbard of Groton. For several 
years lie was intrusted with the charge of a garrison at Ashuc- 
lot (now Keene), New Hampshire, and in 1749 removed to 
"Winchester in that province. On tho death of his father he 
was promoted to the station he had held. Notice of this ap- 
pointment was conveyed to the sou by another Josiah Willard, 
a cousin, who tor thirty-nine years was secretary of the pro- 
vince of Massachusetts by a royal commission. "I heartily 
join with you and your family," wrote the secretary in his let- 
ter dated the 18th of December, 17i»0, "in your Mourning for 
the Death of your Father, esteeming it a great publick loss. 
His Honor, the Lieutenant-Governor, has been pleased to ap- 
point you to succeed him in the command of Fort Dummcr, as 
will appear by the enclosed commission/' "With the office he 
also received the title which his father had borne. He was a 
member of the Assembly of the province of New Hampshire, 
and possessed great influence among the inhabitants on the 
" Grants." He died at "Winchester in 178(5, at which place the 
death of his widow occurred in August, 1701. The following 
notice of his death appeared in one of the gazettes of that pe- 
riod : — " Winchester, November 10th, 17SC. This day departed 
this life, in sure hope of a glorious immortality, in the seventy- 
second year of his age, to the great loss of his family and 
friends, as well as the public in general, Josiah "Willard, Esqr., 
an affectionate husband, a tender parent, a faithful friend, and 
a generous benefactor."* 

* N. Y. Colonial MS.S., Dwmnore, Tryon, in office Sec. Stat* X. Y., January 
.trttb, 1771, vol. xcrii. l>oc. Hist N. Y., iv. 6" 5. MS. Letter from Joseph Wil- 
lard, Esq., of Boston. Worcester Magazine, 1786. 
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WILLIAM WILLIAMS. 

In the year 1769, 
Capt. * William 
"Williams moved 
from Northbo- 
rough, Massa- 
chusetts, with his family, and settled in the town of Marlbo- 
rough, Vermont. He was very active in promoting the inte- 
rests of the new settlement, and through his instrumentality 
Capt. Nathaniel Whitney and his brothers, Samuel and Jonas 
from Shrewsbury, Massachusetts, were induced to visit the 
place. Pleased with the locality, they purchased lands, be- 
came residents, and were always regarded as the most useful 
and influential citizens of Marlborough. To Capt. Williams is 
ascribed the credit of having erected the first framed building 
in the town. It was a bam, and was built on the farm subse- 
quently owned by Simeon Adams. 

Previous to his removal to Vermont, Capt. "Williams had 
been engaged in the service of the colonies in the war which 
terminated with the peace of Paris, signed on the 10th of Feb- 
ruary, 1763. At the commencement of the war of the Revolu- 
tion he early became interested in behalf of the American 
cause, and acknowledging the jurisdiction of New York over 
the New Hampshire Grants, was elected a delegate to the first 
Provincial Congress of that state, which commenced its session 
on the 22d of May, 1775. He was returned to the same posi- 
tion during the sessions which commenced on the 6th of De- 
cember, 1775, and on the 11th of May, 1776. Desirous of aid- 
ing in the cause which he had embraced, he, on, the Dth of 
June, 1775, in connection with Benjamin Wait and Joab Hoi- 
sington, offered his services to the Provincial Congress, promis- 
ing, in case they should be accepted, to use his utmost endea- 
vors to " raise a regiment of good, active, enterprising soldiers." 
The object of these patriots, as stated by themselves, was to 
form in Cumberland county a body of minute-men, who would 

be u duly prepared at the least notice to keep under 

proper subjection, regulars, Homan Catholics, and the savages 
at the northward ; as also, to be ready at all times, to defend our 
rights and privileges against ministerial tyranny and oppression." 
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Of the appreciation in which he was held as a soldier, an 
opinion may be formed from the following passage, taken from 
a letter written by Ethan Allen and Scth Warner to Kliplialet 
Dyer and Silas Dean, dated at Philadelphia, July 4th, 1775. 
" Capt. William Williams, who served in that rank in the 
ranging service with honour during the last war, and since has 
been a major of militia in Cumberland county, is desirous to 
join the battalion of Green Mountain Boys in rank of major, 
and complete a full regiment ; and though the Green Mountain 
Boys are fully satisfied by the present arrangement, neverthe- 
less, if the exigency of war shall render it expedient to make us 
a complete regiment, this gentleman will on notice, be at your 
Honours' service. His connections with many old rangers and 
marksmen, with his military abilities in such a department, 
would render him conspicuous, and very agreeable to our 
corps." 

At the commencement of the campaign of 1777, efforts were 
made to place the northern frontier in a state of defence, and 
to accomplish in part this purpose, General Schuyler was em- 
powered, by a resolution of the Xew York Provincial Congress, 
to dispatch one-fifth part of the militia of Cumberland county 
to reinforce the garrison at Ticonderoga. In reply to the requi- 
sition made upon Colonel Williams, in consequence of this 
resolve, he stated, in a letter dated the 13th of April, 1777, that 
the inhabitants were unwilling to serve in the battalions of the 
state of Xew York, but were ready to act as the* militia of the 
Xew Hampshire Grants, or of a new state. Although it does 
not appear that he was present at the evacuation of Ticonde- 
roga, which soon after took place, yet he distinguished himself 
at the head of a regiment in the battle of Pennington, on the • 
10th of August following, and shared in the glory of the victory 
which crowned the efforts of that day. 

He did not long continue a resident of Marlborough. In 
1777 he was a citizen of Wilmington, and during the years that, 
followed, frequently changed the place of his abode. Having 
at last settled in the province of Lower Canada, he continued 
to reside there until the time of his decease, in 1823, the same 
year in which occurred the death of his wife. As an officer, 
he was brave, energetic, skilful, and humane : as a citizen, en- 
terprising, active, and progressive : as a neighbor, kind, polite, 
and attentive. The elegance and symmetry of his form were 
as perfect as his manners were agreeable. He was held in 
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high estimation by tbc inhabitants of the various towns in 
which he dwelt at different times, and though of a wandering 
disposition, could easily accommodate himself to any circum- 
stances in which he might be placed * 



AZARIAH WRIGHT, 

j who bore a prominent part 

*jfa*VtaJL in the Proceedings con- 

<? ""jut nected with the «west- 

minster Massacre," was 
noted for the boldness of his nature, and the eccentricity of his 
conduct. Of the time and place of his birth, and of the period 
at which he removed to Vermont, nothing is known. In the 
old French war, he served as a frontier soldier in Capt. John 
Bark's company of rangers, and was stationed at Hinsdale's 
Fort in 17">7. Peculiarly fitted for the rough life of a pioneer, 
lie delighted to act in those scenes which tended fully to develop 
his capacity to overcome the obstacles of an unknown wilder- 
ness, and never failed to exhibit an energy and a perseverance 
which commanded success. As early as the year 1770, he was 
the captain of a militia company at Westminster, and, owing 
to the precision with which, as a soldier, he had been taught to 
obey, became a most strict disciplinarian, and trained his men 
with all the severity and rigor of a martinet. Of the part 
which he performed in the affray which occurred at Westmin- 
ster on the 13th of March, 1775, an account has been already 
given. During the winter of 177(», he went to Quebec with 
twelve men, but of his exploits on this occasion, no record has 
been preserved. 

Being a staunch supporter of the cause of the colonies, he 
regarded with suspicion those who had rendered themselves 
liable to the charge of Toryism, and did not fail to express his 
views of them in the plainest terms. In the month of Septem- 
ber, 1779, Thomas Chandler Jr., of Chester, was chosen to 
represent that town in the General Assembly of Vermont, and 
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in the following October was elected speaker of the House. 
Regarding Chandler as an unfit person for these positions, 
Wright determined to obtain his removal. To effect this end, 
he addressed two letters to the Governor and Council during 
the session of the Legislature, dated March 14th, 1780, in which, 
in uncouth language, he blindly expressed his views as to the 
character of Chandler. The first letter was in these words : — 

"To his Excellency Governor in Chief, Left Governor and 
prudent Council of Freemen with Greeting, I send, not forget ing 
the Independent State of Vermont. Fortitude Good Manners 
Honisty resolution makes a Free people, being not thoughtless 
of the fountain from whence, *fec. Now Gentlemen I heir 
assistance as one Mr. Pompee of Chester has Borrowed of me 
the value of Six or Eight Silver Dollars in horse tackling which 
when required to return the Chief Speaker his Agent Thomas 
Chandler Esq r answers for him in wrighting. Not Gentlemen 
that I should grieve in v self for the loss of 6 or S Dollars, hut 
with and, ic., that said Esq' Chandler should he Chief Speaker 
for the black Ethiopian not for "Whites, if your Honours Can 
do any thing I should remain your most obedient 

« Azariah Wright. 

" put Law in force sift the House." 

The offence charged in this letter seems to have been that 
Thomas Chandler Jr., while speaker, had appeared as an attor- 
ney in behalf of Pompey Brakkee, a negro.* The other note 
was as follows : 

" Great is amarica, there terror starts all Yonrope, Exolted 
be Varmount tho Little May be head, and ware the Crown of 
gustus, ferfull am I of that, whilo Deceit is att head, Not to 
condemn the whole, nor gustify any only by marit, it is amazing 
that People that have ben led to the Slaughter by Deceit Should 
tmst the same man for there Couuceller, thotnas Chandler Es<j r 
I ment, who wrote to Incurrige the ferse Soons of Liberty to 
assembel att Westminster, Declaring he new his farthers mind, 
ami by Deceit we lost two brave herooes these are to Remind 
Deceit and Shun Destruction To the Exclet Governers and 
Councle from your most obedent Azariah Wright. 

"Westminster March the— 14— 1780." 

The contents of these notes soon became pnblicly known, and, 
singular as it may seem, Chandler was in consequence "brought 
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into groat discredit" among the representatives, and lost his seat 
as speaker. IJe immediately commenced a suit against Wright 
for libel, and laid his damages at £10,000 lawful money. On 
the trial which occurred in the month of June following, Wright 
pleaded not guilty, and the ease having gone before a jury, the 
plaintiff obtained judgment lor £3 damages besides costs. 
Within twenty-four bom's after the decision was rendered, the 
case was reviewed. At an adjourned session of the court, held 
in August, Chandler obtained judgment against the defendant 
for the sum of £6, lawful money, damages, and £210, lawful 
money, costs of suit. Execution having been granted upon the 
property of Wright, it was' satisfied in October, by the payment 
of eight hundred and six continental dollars. 

But the peculiarities of his disposition were not displayed in 
libellous publications alone. According to a complaint presented 
by his wife. Miriam, it appears that on the evening of the 6th 
of December, 17S0, he did "violently assault and beat her;" 
and that on the 11th of the same month, he did put her " in fear 
of her life and safety," by "taking his sword and other weapons 
dangerous," and brandishing them over her in a threatening 
manner. On being brought before the justices he was declared 
guilty of " a high breach of the peace," and was recognized in 
the sum of £500 lawful money, to appear before the county 
court at their next session. Of the proceedings on this occasion 
there is no record, but it may be reasonably supposed, that 
influences were exerted to induce him to exercise his pugilistic 
propensities in a more praiseworthy manner. 

Captain Wright, or as he was familiarly called "Uncle 'Kiah," 
wsis an Ethan Allen on a smaller scale. He was bold, rough, 
independent and outspoken. The singular recklessness of his 
character was often manifested in acts as thoughtless as thev 
were strange. When the Rev. Joseph Bullen was first settled 
at Westminster, Uncle 'Kiah, who was a church member in 
good standing, adhered strongly to the cause of the Rev. Mr. 
Goodell whose evil conduct had induced him to depart secretly 
from the town.* His antipathy to Mr. Bullen was as great as 
his friendship to Mr. Goodell was strong. So far did he carry 
his dislike to the former, as to administer to him a tweak of 
the nose, a cuff on the cheek, and " many other enormities," 
for which he was prosecuted, fined, and put under bonds to keep 
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the peace. Notwithstanding these punishments, he committed 
another assault upon Mr. Bullen, in consequence of which tho 
church resolved to excommunicate their rebellious member. 
On the Sunday appointed for this purpose, Uncle 'Riah made 
his appearance at church, duly equipped with his trusty 
''Queen's Anns,"' with which he paced the aisle during the 
whole of the time of service. As the exercises were closing, 
Mr. Bullen drew forth the letter of excommunication, and as 
he did 60 Uncle 'Kiah stopped in his military march and 
faced him. As the paper was being opened, Uncle 'Kiah 
brought the gun to his shoulder. The minister began to 
read. " Make ready !" shouted the captain, suiting the action 
to the order. Mr. Bullen, though intimidated, proceeded with 
tho reading, but had enunciated only a few words, when Uncle 
'Kiah said and did, "Take aim." Penetrated with a thrilling 
fear, that any further attempt on his part to publish the pro- 
seription, might put an untimely period not only to the present 
proceedings but to his own preaching, the minister passed the 
offensive order to John Sessions, his eldest deacon. Scarcely 
had the deacon commenced to read, when Captain Wright, 
with threatening look, brought his piece to bear upon him. 
'"All things are lawful but some things are not expedient," 
remarked Deacon Sessions to Parson Bullen, in the language 
of St. Paul, and returned the paper to his reverence. A con- 
sultation was then held among the spiritual officers of the 
church, which resulted in a decision favorable to a stay of pro- 
ceedings. Thereupon the letter of excommunication was folded 
up, the benediction was pronounced, and Uncle 'Kiah marched 
home in triumph.* 

• This story is detailed in a different form and with numerous embellishment*, 
by Dr. John Andrew Graham, in his "Descriptive Sketch of the present state of 
Vermont," published at London, in 1797. According to his Account, which is in 
a measure apocryphal, C:ipUin Wright was " a man more sinned against than 
sinning." The version given by the credulous doctor is as follows :— 

" Kefore we take leave of Westminster, it may not be unworthy of remark, that 
tho second Protestant church in the state was built at this place. I shall also ndd 
nn anecdote of an honest farmer (one of the original settlers), which happened at 
Westminster, ami which will serve to show the fanatical spirit wbicb then pre- 
vailed — so contrary to that liberal toleration now prevalent over America, and 
wbiclt so happily unites every denomination of Christians in the bond of charity 
aud lovo 15ut to my *tory. 

"The farmer in question wa« a plnin. pious man, regular in the discharge of hi* 
dtitv, both to God and his neighbor; but unlm-kity he happened lo live near ono 
with whom be was not inclined to cultivate either civil or friendly terms. This 
troublesome personage was no other than a monstrous over grown ho-benr, that 
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Tradition has preserved tlie shadow}* outline of other events, 
in which the wayward old captain bore a part. Enough, how- 
ever, has been said to set forth the character of the man. He 
was the representative of a class, whose services as pioneers in 
the settlement of a new country are always of the highest im- 
portance, and whose indomitable perseverance and courage, 
when rightly directed, are sure to lead to eminence in the more 
daring pursuits of life.* 

descended from the mountains, trod down and destroyed the corn fields, and 
carried off whatever he laid his paws upon. The plundered sufferer watched 
him in vaiu, the ferocious and cunning animal ever finding methods to elude his 
utmost vigilance. At hwt it had learned its cue so thoroughly, as only to com- 
mit its depredations on the Lord's day, when it knew, from experience* the coast 
was clear. Wearied out with these oft-repented tres|ta*se«, the good man resolved 
on the next Sunday to stay in his fields, where with his gun he eoncenled himself. 
The bear came according to custom, lie fire 1 and shot it dead. The explosion 
threw the whole congregation (for it was about the hour of people's assembling 
to worship) into consternation. The cause was inquired into, and its soon as the 
pastor, deacon and elders became acquainted with it, they called a special meet- 
ing of the church, and cited their offending brother before them, to show cause, 
if any he had, why he should not be cxc»mmuni<-ntcd out of L'liri-t's church, fur 
this during and unexampled impiety. In vain did he urge from the Scriptures 
themselves that it was lawful to do good on the .Sabbath day. He pleaded before 
judges determined to condemn him, and the righteous |»arsoti, ciders and chu r ch, 
u»<» vocr, agreed to drive him out from amongst them as polluted and accursed. 
Accordingly he was enjoined (as is customary on such occasions) on the next 
Sunday to attend his excommunication, in the 'church, lie did attend, but not 
entirely satisfied with the justice of the sentence, and too much of a soldier to be 
scandalized in so public a manner for any action which he conceived to be hU 
duty, he resolved to have recourse to stratagem, lie therefore went to the 
appointment with his gun loaded with a brace of balls, his sword and carti idge- 
box by his side, and his knapsack on his back with six flays' provision in it. 
Service was about half over when he entered the sanctuary in this martial array, 
lie march'd leisurely into a corner and took his position. As soon as the bene- 
diction was ended, the holy parson began the excommunication, but senrcely had 
he pronounced the words, " Offending brother,' when the honest old veteran 
cocked and Imtllcd his weapon of destruction, at the same titn,e crying out with a 
loud voice, "Proceed if you dare; proceed, and you are a dead man.*' At this 
unexpected attack, the astonished clergyman shrunk behind his desk, and his 
opponent with great deliberation recovfrtd hi* arm*. Some moment* elapsed be- 
fore the parson had courage to peep from behind his eceletiattifal lottery. On 
finding the old hero had come to a rest, he tremblingly reached the order to his 
eldest deacon, desiring him to read it. The deacon, with stammering accents and 
eyes staring wild affright, began as he was commanded ; but no sooner had lie 
done so, than the devoted victim again levelled his piece, and more vehemently 
than before exclaimed, "Desist and march. I will not live with shame. Desist 
and march. I say. or you are all dead men.'" Little need had he to repent his 
threats. The man of God leaped from the desk and escaped. The deacon, elders, 
and congregation followed in equal trepidation. The greatest confusion prevailed. 
The women with shrieks and cries sought their homes, and the victor was left 
undisturbed ma«tcr of the field, and of the church, too, the doors of which he 
colmly locked, put the keys in his pocket, and sent them, with his respects, to the 
pa-tor. Ue then mnrched home with oil the honors of war, lived fourteen years 
afterwards, and died a brother in full communion.'' pp. 111-115. 

• MS. Court Paper*. Vermont Republican, Friday, February 9th, 1855. 
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APPENDIX A. 

THE EQClVAUOra LAXD& 

Referred to on p. 11. 

"Boston, 28th Deeeirber. 1713. Grants made by the Government of the Ma?sa- 
chusctt* H-iy, f<>r which Equivalents jire to be granted, being so much tlint (alls to 



Uio Sojtluird of the Colony Line lately run. f 

''To his Excellency Joseph Dudley Esqr . . . . 1,500 acres. 

To the Honble William Stoughtou Esqr ... 818 " 

To Robert Thompson Esqr 2,000 " 

To Col. William Whiting 1,000 " 

To Mr Thomas Freak now Mr WoolcuU . . . 2,000 " 

To Mr John Collins 600 " 

To Mr John Collius Heirs 600 " 

To Mr John Gore 600 " 

To Andrew Gardiner and Benjamin Gomling . . 500 " 
To Black Jumes and company with their Assigns 

Lt Col William Dudley 2,228 " 

The town of Woodstock 30,419 " 

Sr Richard Saltoustall's Farm of 2000 acres, the 

one half 1,000 " 

The other half included in Enfield Tract bring 

south of tho line 3fi,180 " 

Springfield G40 ' 



79,785 

" The within fourteen articles of Land belonging to the Towns and Persons set down 
severally on the aforegoing siile, are Grants of the Genernl Assembly of tho Colony 
of the Massachusetts Hay and taken up anil sun eyed accordingly, and by the running 
of the South Line of the Massachusetts Province, are now found to fall to the south- 
ward of the said Line, amounting to the number of 79,785 acres aud the colony of 
Connecticut must have an equivalent granted them for the same. 

"The immlier of acres 7(»,7«5 to be allowed to Connecticut are to bo taken up on 
the Hast side of Connecticut River.'' 

West of Connecticut river there was granted by Massachusetts of lands belonging 
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to Connecticut, to Springfield, 287 mw; to SuflQeld. 22.172 acres; to West field 
.1.3 ID acres ; nt.ikin>? in all 'Js.OOS acres. which additd to TO.TSj acres, gives 107,793 
acres— tin; .[uantity «.f the laud belonging to Connecticut which had been granted 
by M.issachusi CM. 

•• Dec 29. 1713. [Connecticut] agreed to take for 79,783 acres the same from 
Mnw., i. e. 40,000 in one place. :i0,000 in another, 9,783 where it can bo found, 
taking one side of the Great River." 

The conutii<xioner? appointed to locate the equivalent lands, were Joseph Dudley, 
Ciovcrnor of Massachusetts; Gurdon Saltonstall, Governor of Connecticut ; Elisha 
Hutchinson and Isaac Addington of Massachusetts; William i'itkin and William 
Whiting of Connecticut. On the 10th of November, 1715. these gentlemen reported 
that they had laid out " 21,976 acres East of Hadly town (now Belehertown); 20,874 
acres North of the first surveyed piece (Pelham, Ac.) ; 43,943 acres, Within tho 
Limits of tho 2d Province on Connecticut River abovo the former settlements." Tho 
boundaries of the last portion are given in tho text It is uncertain where tho other 
11.1)92 acres, which make up the complement 107,793, were located. — Records in 
office Sec. State Conn., cutitlod "Colonial Boundaries. Vol. III. Massachusetts. 
1 670-1 837. - * 

Tho equivalent lands were sold at Hartford, on the 24th and 25th of April, 1714 

f purchasers were : 

"G union Saltonstall Now London Esqr one share 

raid Dudley Boston " " 

Addington Davenport " " " 

Thomas Fitch " " " 

Anthony Stoddard " " » 

William Brattlo Cambridge Clerk " 

• Pemborton Boston " " 



William Dummer " Merchant one half share 

Jeremiah Dumraor " Esqr " 

Jonathan Belcher " Merchant one share 

John White, " Gentleman " 

William Clark " Mercliant " 

John Wninwright « " ono third 



Henry Newman London Esqr 

John Caswell *' Merchant 

Mary Saltonstall Now London Damo 

Nathan Gold Fwrfield Esqr 
Peter Burr « " 

John Stoddard Northampton " 

Elisha Williams Weathcrsnold Gontleman 

Jolm Road Lone Town " 
—Records in office See, State Mass., ii. 278. 
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"Province of the Massachusetts Bay— Fort Dummer 1737. 

"Pursuant to an order from his Excellency tho Governor to us the subscribe™ 
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directed, appointing us to confer with Ontaussoogoo and other delegates of tlie Cag- 
natvaga trilte of Indians, we came to Fort Dunimcr aforesaid, where we arrived on 
the 5th of October Anno Domini 1737. 

•• We acquainted the said delegates that libs Excellency the Governor having been 
iufonned that they were eomo to Fort Dummer to treat about Home puhlick affairs, ho 
had thereupon ordered and appointed us on behalf of tho Government of the said 
Province to confer with them of such matters m were given them in charge, and 
that we should bo ready to hear what they liud to say when they were prepared to 
speak. The usual ceremonies being over, they withdrew. 

"Octolier »>. Being met in the morniiip. Ontaussoogoe said to us as follows vi/.t. 
' Itrotlier the Hmailway, two years past I was at Peerficld ; the matter then 
delivered to us by you was, that the old covenant of peace nnd unity between our 
brother the Broadway and us might be continued. 

" ' Wo now return in answer for our three tribes, that our desire is that it might 
remain firm and unshaken, aud do from our heart promise that the covenant shall 
not be broken on our part, but if ever there should l>e any breach, it shall begin on 
yours, and the God of Heaven who now sees us and knows what we aro doing, bo 
witness of our sincerity.' Then laid down a belt of Wampum. 

4 ' Ontaussoogoe then said a^.tiu. ' We your brethren of tin? tlirce tribes have learned 
by hear say, that our Brother the Broadway has lc*t his wife. Such losses ought 
to be made up. We did not know whether the Govr would be capable of a Treaty 
under his alllictioti, but tlnd tluit he is. and an' thankful for it.' Then gave a belt 
of Wampum to quiet the Govt* mind and remove his gnef for the low of his wife, 
oud added, I rowl myself in the dust for the h«s of our great men." 

" Ontaussoogoe said again. ' We do in the name of our three tribes salute the Govr 
and all the < !entleinen belonging to him Tho' at a great distance and strangers, yet 
something acquainted. This was their desire and our design when we eame from 
home thu.s to salute you with this belt, wishing you happiness, and prosperity ;' laid 
it down, and said they had done speaking. 

" We then said to them, we would take what they had delivered into conside- 
ration, and return answer thereto in the afternoon. We then drank King George's 
health to them. They ulso drinked King George a health ami the Governor's aud 
to us. 

'• In the afternoon being met, We said to them, ' You have in strong terms assured 
us that the covenant of friendship renewed two years ago at Pcerlield between thi* 
Government and the Caguawaga tribe shall always remain firm nnd unshaken, and 
we do in tho name and behalf of tho Government, assure you that they will cultivate 
the friendship they have contracted with your trilx-. and that nothing in our own 
hearts, nor the instigation of others, shall ever prevail upon us to break our solemn 
engagements to you, but we shall always hold ourselves under the strongest obliga- 
tions to a punctual observance of what we have promised.' We then gave a Belt 
of Wampum. 

" ' You have in your speech to us this day condoled the death of the Governour'a 
Lady. Her death was tho cause of much grief to him. We doubt not but your 
sympathizing with him, will tend to abate aud lighten his sorrow. We take this 
occasion to express our concent for the death of your friends and to comfort your 
hearts under your afllictious.' Wo then gave three black Blankets instead of a Belt. 

'• • We kindly accept the salutation of your people, and esteem it a token of their 
ri>*peet and friendship to us, nnd we do in the name of the Government return the 
like salutation to your old men and young, both to your counsellors and to your men 
of war, to all of them we wish prosjKsrity and happiness for ever.' Then we gave a 
Belt of Wampum. 

'• Ontaussoogoo Baid, ' Gentn, I return thanks, you have rehearsed all tliat has been 
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aaid tliis <by — are f»Iad your hearts are disponed as wo find they are to friendship and 
desire that they always may, and declare that ours over will, and thank God for it — 
and wishes well to all.' 

•• We then driukod the Govrs health. 

"The speeches being ended we then in tlio name of the Govt Gavs a present to 
them of tho value of seventy pounds ten shillings. 

"John Stoddard, Eleazr Porter, Thoa Wallis, 

Joseph Kellogg, Isr. Williams, Comm." 
—Records in office Sec State Mass., xxix. 333-335. 



APPENDIX 0. 

TOWNSHIP XUMBKB ONE. 

Referred, to on p. 6a 

The names of those persons who were admitted grantees, or proprietors of town- 
ship No. 1, on tho 19th of November, 173G, were: 

Capt Joseph Tisdale, Deacon Samuel Sumner, 

James Williams, Ensign Seth Sumner, 

Capt James Loouard, Lieut, Morgan Cobb 2d, 

Edmoud Andrews, Lieut, John Harney, 

James Leonard 3d, Ensign Edward Blake, 

Joseph Willis, Kliakim Walker, 

Josuih Lincoln, Jonathan Paddleford, Jr., 

Joseph Barney, John Smith 3d, 

Joseph Wilbore, Jonathan Barney, 

Kbenezer Dean. James Walker, 

Joseph Eddy, James Leonard 2d, 

Ezra Dean, Ephraim Dean, 

Ebcnor.er Cobb, Israel Tisdale. 

Capt. Joseph Tisdale on tho right* of John Crossman, Beujamin Crossraan, Samuel 
Darby, Joseph J one*, Jeremiah Wittnell, and Stephen Wilbore. 

Deacon Samuel Sumner on the rights of Benjamin Willis and Stephen Maoombcr. 

Thomas Clapp on the rights of Nicholas Stephens aud Samuel Pratt. 

Lieut Kliphakt U-onard on the rights of William Hodges 2d, Henry Hodges, 
Francis Liscomk Stephen Wood, and William Hoskins, 

Jonathan Paddleford, Jr. on the rights of Thomas Lincoln 3d, and Samuel Wil- 
liams 2(1. 

Joseph Tisdale, Jr. on the rights of John Tisdale, Robert Woodward, and Joseph 
Drake. 

Joseph Eddy on the rights of Nathaniel Caswell and William Leonard. 

Capt. James Leonard on the rights of David Cobb and Morgan Cobb. 

Benjamin Buggies on the right of Henry Richmond. 

James Williams " " Abraham Tisdale, 

Seth Staples " " John Andrews. 

Ensign Seth Sumner " " Isaac Merrick. 

Lieut John Harney " " Stephen Gary. 

Ebenezer Dean " " Joseph Richmond. 
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Ebenezer Smith on the right of Thomas Gilbert. 

James Walker, Jr. " " J ami's Walker. 

Lieut. Morgan Cobb 2d '* " Simeon Cobb. 

William Ware « « William Thayer. 

In addition to the allotmenU mado to these grantees, two rights were set apart 
for tho first and second settled ministers, and one right was assigned lor school 
purposes. 



APPENDIX D. 

Referred to on p. 61. 

Tho names of the proprietors of Westminster, subsequent to the granting of the 
charter by Governor Denning Wentworth of New Hampshire, on tho 9th of Novem- 
ber, 1752, are contained in tho annexed list, taken from tho "Records of West- 
minster," under tho dato of July 26th, 1753. 

" Proprietor*. Josiah Willard for and in behalf of 



Samuel Greely, 


John Pierce, 


James Hills, 


Nathaniel Mat toon, 


John Hunt, 


William Wilson, 


Benjamin Farwell, 


John Taylor, 


Robert Usher, 


Jonatlian Hubbard, 


Samuel Cummings, 


Jeames Jewel, 


Josiah Brown, 


Joseph Ashley, 


Peter Powers, 


Samuel Ashley, 


John Chamberlain, 


Josiah Willard, Jur., 


Jonathan Cummings, 


William Willard, 


John Usher, 


Billy Willard, 


Robert Fletcher, 


Ephraim Dean, 


Jonathan Cummings, Jur., 


Wilder Willard, 


Jonathan Willard, 


Jethro Whdeler, 


Prentice Willard, 


John Averill, 


Solomon Willard, 


Michael Gilson." 


Ebenezer Field, 





APPENDIX E. 

THE FIGHT AT JOHN KJLBURX's FpBT. 

Referred to on p. 74. 

No one who loves to commemorate and record the deeds of his ancestors, can 
withhold his tribute of approbation from those who were instrumental in consecrat- 
ing a monument to the memory of their worthy progenitor, Col. Benjamin Bellows, 
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at Walpol?- Hampshire, on the 11th of Oetoher, IflM. From the valuable 

address made l»y tin- Bev. Henry W. Bellows. D.D.. on this occasion, winch has 
since been published witli other information in a memorial monograph of I 25 pages, 
the fullowiiijf minute account ot" the transactions referred to in tiie text is taken : — 

••Colonel Bellows'* fort .... was situated a little north of his dwelling-houso 
(built in 1702 and Mtlll standing), just on the brow of the terrace overlooking his 
magnificent meadows. It was shaped like an 1* aljout a hundred feet long in tlio 
arms, and twenty fwt broad, built of logs and earth, and surrounded by an outer 
palisade. Although a private garrisoned house, it was yet of such im|M»rtanee as to 
be named among the fortresses maintained at tho public ox|ienso, at Fort Dimimer, 
Westmoreland, and Charlestown. lieing No. 3 in this chain of defence's. The royal 
government supplied each of the*! fort* with a heavy iron gun, for the public pro- 
tection. " 

Apprehensive of danger, Colonel Bellows and John Kilburn took every precaution 
which their limited resources could command, to insure tho defence of their own 
and the neighbouring settlements. The necessity of this course was soon after mado 
fully apiKirent. 

"Two men, by namo Daniel Twichcl and John Flyut, in the summer of 1755 
(somewhere between the third Wednesday in March, 1755, when Iianiel Twichel was 
appointed select-man, and the 17th of August, when the Kilburn tight took place, 
but probably in August), had gone b;ick to the hills, about a mile and a half north- 
east, on what is now the Drewsvillo road, to procure some timber for oars. Here 
they were shot by the Indians. One of them was seal|icil, the other cut open, his 
heart taken out and laid in pieces ii]>on his breast This was the lirst Christian blood 
Bpilt in Walpole. The bodies were buried on the spot, which is accurately pointed 
out at this day. This event made a solemn impression on the settlers. They 
imagined that Twichel's npirit continued to hover over them, warning them of tho 
wiles of tho savage and crying for vengeance on them. A remarkable roek in 
Connecticut river, where he used to lish with unfailing success, was for a long time 
lii-ld ill religious veneration; anda nglcrs are still tempted to Twichel's Roek, as to a 
place where their look is under the propitious influence of his memory. 

•' Shortly before this, an Indian by tho name of Philip had visited Kilburn's house 
in a friendly war. intending to ls> in want of provisions, lie was supplied with 
Mints, Hour, etc.. and dismissed. S >o:i after it was ascertained that this same Indian 
had visited all the settlements on the river, doubtless to procure information of tho 
state of their defences. Governor .Shirley about this time sent information to all tho 
forts in this region, that five hundred Indians were collecting in Canada whose aim 
was the butchery and extinction of tho whole white population on the river, 
(ireatly alarmed, the sparse population, unwilling to abandon their crops, had 
strengthened tlieir feeble garrisons. an<l bravely determined to stand by their rudo 
but promising homes. 

•• Col. Benjamin Bellows had at this time about thirty men nt his fort, about half 
a mile south of Kilburn's hou*e, but too distant from it to afford him any aid. About 
noon on the 17th of August, 175-1. Kilburn and his son John, in his eighteenth year, 
n man by the name of Peak and his son, were re turning home to dinner from the 
field, when one of thein discovered the red legs of the Indians among the alders, 'as 
thick as grasshoppers.' They instautly made for the house, fastened the door, and 
prepared for an obstinate defence. Kilburn's wife Huth and his daughter Hetty 
were already in the house. In about fifteen minutes, the savages were seen crawl- 
ing up the bank east of the house, and as tl.ey crossed a footpath, one by one. one 
hundred and ninety-seven were counted. About the same number, it afterwards 
proved, Iiad remained in ambush, near tho mouth of Cold river, but joined tho 
attacking party Boon. 
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" Tho savages appeared to hare learned that Colonel Bellows and his men were 
at w.»rk at his mill about a mile east (on what is called the Blauchard brook, near 
where it if crossed by the I>rewsvillo road, it being built at that distance from the 
fort on account of the convenience of a waterfall), and they intended to waylay and 
murder lliem before attacking Kilburn'.* house. Colonel Bellows and his men were 
now returning home, each with a bag of meal on his back, when the dogs began to 
growl and betray the neighborhood of an enemy. Tho Colonel, knowing the lan- 
guage ol' the dogs and the wiles of the Indians, instantly adopted his policy, lie. 
directed his men, throwing oil' the meal, to crawl carefully to the rise of the laud, 
and on reaching the top of the bank, to spring together to their feet, give one whoop, 
and instantly drop into the sweet fern. This manoeuvre had the desired efl'ect to 
draw the Indians from their ambush. At tho sound of the whoop, fancying them- 
selves discovered, the whole body of the savages arose from tho bushes in a semi- 
circle round the path Colonel Bellows was to liave followed. His men improved 
instantly the excellent opportunity for a *hot ottered by the enemy, who were so 
disconcerted, that without tiring a gun, they darted into the bushes and disappeared. 
The (Lionel, sensible of his umspml force, hurried his men off by tho shortest cut to 
the fort, and prewired for its deleuce. 

"The cowardly savages had, however, no intention of coining again into the rango 
of his guns. They determined to take their vengeance out of a weaker party, and 
soon after appeared on the eminence east of Kilburn 's house. Here the same 
treacherous Philip, who had visited him and partaken his hospitality so short a time 
before, came forward undi>r shelter of a tree and summoned the little garrisou to 
surrender. 'Old John, Young John,' was his cry, 'I know ye. Coino out hero- 
AVe give you good quarter.' 'Quarter!' vociferated old Kilburn, in a voice of 
thunder. ' You black rascals, begone, or we'll quarter you.' It was a bravo reply 
for four men to make to four hundred ! Philip returned, aud after a short consul- 
tation the war-whoop rang out. as if. to use the language of an ear- witness, 'all the 
devils in hell hud been let loose.' Kilburn was lucky and prudent enough to get the 
flrst tire, before the smoke of the battle perplexed his aim, and was confident he saw 
Philip himself fall. The tire from the little garrison was returned by a shower of 
balls from the savages, who rushed forward to the attack. The roof was a perfect 
' riddle-sieve.' Some of the Indians fell at one;* to butchering the cattle, others to a 
wanton destruction of the grain, while tho larger part kept up an incessant tire at 
the house. Meanwhile, Kilburn and his men — aye. and his women — were all busily 
at work. Their powder they poured into their hats for greater convenience ; tho 
women loaded the guns, of which they hud several spare ones — all of them being 
kept hot by incessant use. As their stock of lead grew short, they suspended 
blankets over their bends to catch the balls of the enemy, which penetrated one side 
of tho roof, and fell short of tho other. These were immediately run by these 
Spartan women into bullets, and before they hnd time to eooL were sent bunk to the 
enemy from whom they came. . . . Several attempts wen- made to force the door, but 
the unerring aim of the marksmen within sent such certain death to these assailants, 
that they soon desisted from their efforts. Most of the time the Indians kept In land 
logs and stumps, and avoided as they best could the lire of the little Itibraltar. The 
whole afternoon, even till sun down, the battle continued, until, as the sun set, the 
savages, unable to conquer so small a fortress, discouraged and baffled, forsook tho 
ground, and, as was supposed, returned to Cuuada. abandoning the expedition on 
which they had set out. It is not unreasonable to suppose that their fatal experience 
hero, through the matchless defence of those, Walpole hero s and he nines, was 
instrumental in saving hundreds of the dwellers on the frontiers from the borrors of 
an Indian massacre. 

" Seldom did it fall to the lot of our forefathers to win a more brilliant crown than 
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John Kil arn earned in this plorious exploit Peak pot the only wound of his party, 
receiving a tall in the hip, from exposure at a port-hole, which unhappily, for lack 
of surgical care, caused his death on the fifth day. The Indian* never again appeared 
in Walpolc, although tho war did not terminnte until eight years afterwards. John 
Kilburn lived to sec hia fourth generation on the Btage, and enjoying the benefits of 
a high civilization on the spot he had rescued from the savages. Ho possessed an 
honest heart, lived uprightly, and died in peace. A plain stone in Walpole burying 
ground thua commemorates his departure, and speaks his eulogy in a brief, expressive 
phrase: — 

IX MEMORY 
OP 

JOHN KILBURN 

Who departed this life for a better 

April 8, 1789, 

In tho 85th year of his age. 

He was the first settler of this town in 
1149. 

"In 1814, his son, young John, last visited the scene of his youthful exploits 
Ho died nraong his children, in Shrewsbury, Vermont, in 1822. One or his sons 
died in this town only a year or two since. 

"What amount of destruction Kilburn made among theBavages it was impossible 
to tell, as it is well known they carefully carry off and conceal their dead. It is 
said that Indian graves have been dug up at Cold river, and on the line of the rail- 
road in that neighborhood, and six graves were found on the site of the Island 
House at the Falls, in 1833, which may possibly have been those of victims in this 
fight."— Historical Sketch of CoL Benjamin Bellows, pp. 24-29. 



APPENDIX F. 



Of WESTMINSTER. 



Referred to on p. 93. 

Tho names of the proprietors of the township of "Westminster on tho 11th of June, 
1760, when the time for fulfilling the conditions of the charter was extended, 



John Hulburt, 
Josiali Willard, 
William Willard, 
Valentine Butler, 
Joseph Alexander, 
Nathan Willard, 
Susannah Gilson, 
Oliver Willard, 



John Hunt, 
John Taylor, 
John Peiree, 
Anthony Peiree, 
Andrew Gardner, Jr, 
James Jewel, 
Manassah Divel, 
Simon Hunt, 
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John Arms, 
Wilder Willard, 
John Moor, 
John Moor, Jr., 
Daniel Wh. .more, 
William Willard, Jr., 
Prentice Willard, 
PIphraim Dean, 
Elijah Cad)', 
Asa Douglass, 
Samuel Ashley, 
John Alexander, 
Samuel Greely, 
Jethro Wheeler, 
Jonathan Thare, 
Joshua Wells, 
Submit Foster, 
Nathan Willard, Jr., 
Joseph Hubbard, 
Joseph Ashley, 
Nathaniel Mattoon, 



William Wilson, 
John Arms, Jur., 
Solomon Willard, 
Ebcnezcr Fields, 
Samuel AUen, 
Billoy Willard, 
Caleb How, 
Jonathan Hubbard, 
James Hills, 
Josiah Willnrd, Jur., 
Benjamin Farwell, 
Samuel Cummings, 
Josiah Brown, 
Peter Powers, 
Robert Fletcher, Jr., 
Timothy Lotherbee, 
Minister, 
Henry Sherbura, 
Samuel Smith, 
John Downing, 
Samson SheafT. 



Jonathan Willanl. 

Besides these fifty-nine shares; there Were also fourteen others located at the 
corth end of the town, of which two were held by His Excellency Benning Went- 
worth. nnd one each by John Went worth, Robert Usher, John Chamberlain, Jona- 
than Cummings John Usher, Jonathan Cummings, Jr., David Stearns, Byfleld 
Lloyd, Richard Wibird, and Theodoro Atkinson. One sharo was appropriated for 
a Glebe for the Church of England, as by law established, and another for tho benc- 
ilt of the Incorporated Society for tho Propagation of tho Gospel in Foreign Parts. 



APPENDIX G. 

DI71ST0X OP CtTXBF.RLA.XD COUNTY ISTO DISTRICTS. 

Referred to on p. 184. 

"Cumberland County, 6th May, 1772. 
"PlBUO Notice is hereby given, that the third Tuesday in May Instant Ls 
appointed by Law for the Freeholders and Inhabitants of each respective Township 
in tho said County, and of each respective District (an al>straet whereof is hereunto 
subjoined) to Elect nnd Choose from among the Freeholders and Inhabitants of the 
same respectively, one Supervisor, two Assessors, two Collectors, two Overseers of 
the Poor, tlirco Commissioners for laying out the Highways, and nlso so many 
Persons to bo Surveyors and Overseers of the Highways, as the Major part of tho 
Freeholders and Inhabitants of each Town nnd District shall judge necessary, two 
Fence viewers and four Constables. And that the last Tuesday in May Instant is 
likewise appointed the Day for the Supervisors so Elected for each Township and 
District, to Assemble and meet together at the Court House, in the Township of 
Chester in the said Comity, then and there by Plurality of voices to agreo upon. 
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determine, an. Ascertain the Township or place within the said County, where a 
Court U» w ai d Caol shall I.c Erected mi l Uuilt. 

An abstract of such |Kirts of the County of Cumberland as are formed into 
Districts. 

"The 1st District comprehends Hartford, and extends North to the County line. 

'• 2d District comprehend)* I'omfret and Bernard, and extends North and West 

to the North and West lines of the County. 
" 3d District comprehends such parts of Woodstock and Bridgewator as lye in 

the County, mid extends Went to the County line. 
" 4th District comprehends Heading and iSaltuali, and oxtcuds West to the West 

lionnds of the County. 
" 5th District comprehends Wethersfteld. 

" Cth District comprehends Cavendish and Ludlow, and the Lands to the West 
thereof not erected iuto Township*, until it extends to the West 
line of the County. 

'• 7 th District comprehends Andover. and the lands to the West bounds of tho 
County. 

" 8th District comprehends Sprinfrfleld. 
' ; 9th District comprehends Rockingham. 

" 10th District comprehend* Tomlinson, and tho Lands to the Southward not 
erected into n Township, as far South as Townsend line, and to tho 
Northward of an East and West line from thence, to the West 
bounds of Westminster, and the Lands not Erected into Townships 
to the Westward, as far as tho West bounds of tho County. 

"11th District comprehends Townsend nnd the Lands partly to the Eastward 
thereof not ens-ted into n Township, and the tand* to tho West- 
ward thereof not erected into Townships to tho West Itounds of th« 
County. 

" l«th District comprehends New Fane, and the Lands not erected into a Town- 
ship to the West thereof, so far as the West bounds of th© 

County. 

" 13th District comprehends Fulham. 

" 14th District comprehends Marlborough 

" 15th District comprehends so much of Wilmington or Draper as lieth within 

the County, and extends West to the County line. 
" 16th District comprehend* Halifax. 
" 17th District comprehends Guilford. 
" 18th District comprehends Hinsdale. 

'• A full description of the above Districts is lodjjed with tho 
Subscriber, to which Recourse may be had if necessary. 

"Crean Brush, CL" 
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APPENDIX H. 
CKS8r8 Or JANUARY 16TO, 1771. 

Referred to on p. 188. 



CUMBERLAND COUNTY. 
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APPENDIX L 

TUB "WESTMINSTER MASSACRE." 

Referred to on p. 341. 

The more accessible sources from which the account of the "Westminster Mas- 
sacre" has been drawn, are named in tho annexed list 

March 21st 1775. MS. Couucil Minutes in office Sea State N. T., 1765-1783, xxvL 
425, 426. Doc Hist N. Y., iv. 903, 904. 
u 33d, 1775. DejKwilions of OUver Church and Joseph Hancock, In Doc Hist 
N. Y., iv. 904-910. BratUeborough (Vt) Semi-Weekly Eagle, 
Thursday Evening, September 20th, 1849, vol iii., No. 13. 
" 83d, 1775. "A relation of the proceedings of the people of the County of 
Cumberland and Province of New York," by Reuben Jones, in 
Slade's Vt State Papers, 55—59. American Archives, Fourth 
Series, 1775, vol. ii., cols. 318-222. Journals of the General 
Assembly of tho Province of New York. 
M 38th, 1775. Deposition of John Griffin, in Doc. Hist N. Y., iv. 910-914. 

BratUeborough (Vt) Semi-Weekly Eagle, Monday Evening, Sep- 
tember, 17th, 1849, voL iii., No. 12. 
" 80th, 1775. Journals of the General Assembly of the Province of Now York. 

American Archives, Fourth Series, 1775, voL i., cols. 1331-1334. 
April 3d, 1775. See authorities cited under March 30th, 1775. 
" 6th, 1775. Dispatches of Lieutenant Governor Golden to Lord Dartmouth, in 
MSS. London Documents in office Sec State N. Y., xlv. Doc, 
Hist. N. Y., iv. 914-916. 
May 5th, 1775. MSS. Council Minutes in offico Sec. State N. Y., 1766-1783. xxvi. 

435. Doc Hist. N.Y.,iv. 917,918. Brattleborough (Vt.) Semi- Weekly 
Eagle, Monday Evening, September 24tli, 1849. vol. iii., No. 14. 
Tho " State of the Facts" made by tho judges of the court, and epitomized on p. 
223, is in these words : — 

" New York County of Cumberland court of common Pleas, And court of General 
Sessions of the Peace holden at the court House in Westminster this Fourteenth Day 
of March A. D. 1775. Whereas a very melancholly and unhappy affair llupj>cned 
at this Place iu the evening of yesterday Tho thirteenth Instant and Whereas it 
may bo that the Same may Bo represented very Different From wliat The same really 
was We his majesty's Judges and Justices of tho said Courts being chiefly there 
Present have Thought it our Duty thus to relate a true state of the Facts Exactly as 
they happened. 

" Many threats having for several Terms past been Thrown out by evil minded 
persons that they would With Violence break up and Destroy the courts of our 
Sovereign Lord the king in this county and threats of A more Daring and absoluto 
nature than formerly having been thrown out by certain Evil Minded persons Against 
tho setting of this present Court tho Sheriff tho't it Essentially necessary to raise a 
Fosse For the Courts Protection and having Raised about sixty Men armed some 
With Guns and somo with staves ho arrived At there head before tho Court Houso 
alxnit five o'clock In the afternoon of yesterday When to tho Great Surprise of tho 
said Sheriff and Posso they found tho court house Taken into Possession and tho 
several Doors thereof Guards! By a large number of Rioters (sup]>osed to be about 
an Hundred in the whole) armed With clubs and some Few Are arms. The Sheriff 
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then endeavored to Go in at the Door of the court-house, but was prevented by 
Threats And menaces ; whereupon ho read the King's Proclamation, with a very 
loud voice commanding In his Majesty's name all persons unlawfully assembled 
Immediately to Depart, and thereupon Demanded Entrance again Dut was again 
refused and Prcrcuted by threats and menaces as Before. The Sheriff then told Iho 
Rioters that be would Leave them a short time to consider of their behaviour And 
to Disperse, and if they would not afterwards allow Him Entrance into tho said court- 
house That ho would Absolutely Enter it by force. But tho Rioters made scoff at 
this Measure replying tho hardest must fend off. Tiio Rioters a little time after- 
wards wanted to choose committees to Parley but was answered that they could not 
Parley to consider whether tho King's Court Should proceed or not Judge Chan- 
dler informed them that if they had any real grievances to complain of if they would 
Present a Petition to the court when sitting it should be heard the Sheriff then gave 
tho Poeso Liberty To refresh themselves and about two Houors afterward Ho 
Brought tho said Posse Before tho eourthouso again and then agaiu Demanded 
Entrance in his majesty's Name but was again refused in like manner as Before. 
Whereupon ho told them that ho would Absolutely enter it Either Quietly or by 
force and commanded the Posso to follow close to him which they Accordingly Did 
and getting near The Door ho was struck several Blows with clubs, which he had 
the Goodness in General to fend off so &r at least as not to Receive Any very Great 
Damage but several of their clubs striking Him as ho was goeing up the steps, and 
The Rioters Persisting in maintaining Their Ground, he ordered Borne of the Posse 
to tire, which they accordingly did. Tho Rioters then fought Violently with their 
clulis and fired some few fire arms at the Posse by which Mr. Justice Butterflold 
received a slight shot in the arm and another of the Posso received a slight shot in 
the head with Pistol Bullets: but happily none of tho Posse were mortally wounded. 
Two persons of tho Rioters were Dangerously wounded (ono of whom is since dead) 
and several others of the Rioters were also wounded but not Dangerously so. Eight 
of the Rioters were taken prisoners (includiug The one which is since Dead) k tho 
wounded were taken care of by Doct Day, Doct. Hill and Doct. Chase. Tho hitter of 
which was immediately sent for on Purpose. Tho rest of tho Rioters Dispersed 
giving out Threats that they would collect all tho fore© Possible and would return 
as on this Day to revengo themselves on tho Sheriff and on several others of the 
Posse. 

"This Being a truo state of the facts without the least Exaggeration on the ono 
ride or Diminution on the other Wo humbly submit to Every Reasonable Inhabit- 
ant whether his majesty's courts of Justice tho Grand and only security For tho 
life liberty and property of the publick should Bo trampled on and Destroyed 
whereby said persons and properties of individuals must at nil times bo exposed to 
tho Rage of a Riotous and Tumultuous assembly or whether it Does not Behove 
Every of his Majesty's Liege subjects In the said county to assemble themselves forth- 
with for tho Protection of tho Lows and maintenance of Justice. 

"Dated in open Court tho Day and Year Aforesaid. 

" Thomas Chandler, 
Noah Sub in, 
Step'h Groenleaf, 
Benj'a Butterflold, 
Bildad Andross, 
S. Gale, Clk." 

The following account of tho affray was published at Salem, Massachusetts, in tho 
Essex Gazette, u> di r the date of March Mth-21st, I77.V — 

" We hear a body of |K*>nle armed with clubs and some few Are arms, to the number 
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of about one hundred, assembled at Westminster in the County of Cumberland in 
the province of New York, on tho evening of tho 13th day of this instant, being the 
evening before the day of the sitting of the Court of Common Pleas for said County, 
for the pur|Hwe of preventing tho Courts sitting there, and took possession of tho 
Court House, The Slteriff of the County being previously advertised of their design, 
raised the Posse Comttatus to oppose them, and came up to the Court House a short 
time after the rioters iiad seized it and attempted to enter the same, but was opposed 
by them. He informed the rioters Uiat tho Court House was the property of his 
MiijeHly, and that he was the keeper of it, and demanded entrance into it, and ordered 
them to disjierse, which they peremptorily refused to da Soveral attempts were made 
by the Sheriff and the Posse to enter the house without force, which were resisted 
by the mob. The Sheriff then informed the rioters that lie was determined at all 
events, to have possession of tho house ; if ho could not get it without, he would {ret 
it by force. Ho then read the riot act to them, and ordered them to disperse within 
one hour, and told them, that if they did not disperse within that time, and ceaso 
their opposition to his entrance into the Court House, he would most certainly order 
the Posse to fire on tliem ; to which they replied, ' Fire and be damned ! U you do, 
the hardest fend off.' Tito Sheriff told tho rioters ho would not liave them (latter 
themselves that be would not tire on thorn, for ho was absolutely determined to do it 
if they continued obstinate. Ho then with his Posse, left tho bouse for tho space of 
aljout three hours, during whieh time all possible arguments were used to dissuade 
the rioters from their purpose, whieh they treated with neglect. They then sent to 
those of tho Judges of the Court then in the town, to know if they would treat with 
a committer from their body, whether the Court should do business. The Judges 
returned this answer: That they could not treat with them whether his Majesty's 
business should be done or not, but that if they thought themselves aggrieved and 
would apply to them in a proper way, they would give tliem redress if it was in 
their power. But this was by no means satisfactory to them. At tlie expiratiou 
of tho three hours, the Sheriff and Posse returned to the Court House and again 
attempted to enter it, but were bent back by the rioters with their clubs. Ho told 
tliem he would most certainly fire on them, if they did not desist. They answered, 
' Fire and he damned 1 Fire and be damned !' The Sheriff then ordered his men to 
tiro upon them, whieh they did and wounded one mortally (who is siuco dead) ar.d 
several others very badly, one of whom is thought to be dangerous. The Sheriff, 
after a few shots, ordered the lire to cease, and his men to enter tho house with 
clubs, which they did when a stout resistance was made by the rioters for some 
time ; but they were finally dispossessed and nine or ten of them taken prisoners. 
Tho rioters fired once or twice on tho Sheriff's party, but did no damage. The next 
day the rioters were reinforced by a large number, armed with muskets, and being 
much superior to the Sheriff's party, took him and about twelve others and confined 
them in close gaol." 

Another newspaper account was given by John Holt, in his New York Journal or 
General Advertiser, under date of Thursday, March 23d, 1775. It may bo found in 
the American Archives, Fourth Series, 1776, vol. U. cola. 214, 215. The following 

is a copy : 

"On Monday afternoon, expresses arrived In Town from the County of Cumber- 
land, in this province, who hriug accounts from thence of a very extraordinary and 
alarming nature. On the Monday uflomoon preceding, March l.'Jlh, the day for hold- 
ing the Inferiour Courts, several rioters and disorderly persons, to the number of 
beuvt'vii 80 and 00, assembled at the Court House, of which they took possession, 
with un avowed intent of preventing the Court from being hel<". the next day ; many 
of them had arms, and those who were unprovided for, were collecting both arms 
and ammunition with all possible disjwtch. Many of the Magistrates having come 
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to Town, it was thought advisable that the Sheriff should make the usual proclama- 
tion against riotous assemblies, and demand possession of the Court House and Jail ; 
which being refused several times, about 9 o'clock at night a party assembled iu 
order to disperse the rioters. These proceeded with the Sheriff and some magistrates 
to the Co- rt Houso where proclamation was again made by the Sheriff for the rioters 
to disperse, and sundry attempts were made to get in, without using fire arms, but 
this proving ineffectual, tliree guns were fired over tho door in hopes the rioters 
would be intimidated and retire; but so determined were they in their undertaking, 
that tho fire was immediately returned from the Court. House, by which one of tho 
Magistrates was slightly wounded, and another person shot through his clothes. 
The Magistrates seeing tho imminent danger they were in, so well exerted them- 
selves that they forced the (rout door, and after a very smart engagement, wherein 
one of the rioters was killed, and many persons on both aides wounded, the Court 
House was cleared, and proper measures taken to preserve the peace for that night 
Tho next morning all was tumult and disorder. Tho Judges, however, opened tho 
Court at tho usual hour, and adjourned till 3 o'clock in the afternoon ; but by this 
time, the body of rioters beginning to assemble in large parties from New Hampshire, 
and places adjacent, and particularly from Bennington, in the neighboring County of 
Albany, with a hostile appearance, and the Court foreseeing no probability of being 
able to proceed to business, adjourned till next June term. The body of rioters, 
which soon amounted to upwards of 600, surrounded the Court House, took the 
Judges, tho Justices, the Sheriff, the Clerk, and as many more of their friends as they 
could find, into close custody, and sent parties out, who were daily returning with 
more prisoners. Tho roads and passages were guarded with armed men, who indis- 
criminately laid hold of all passeugers against whom any of the party intimated tho 
least suspicion ; and the mob, stimulated by their leaders to the utmost fury and 
revenge, breathed nothing but blood and slaughter against tho un/ortunato persons 
in their power. Tho only thing which suspended their fate was a difference of 
opinion as to the manner of destroying them. And from the violence and inhumanity 
of the disposition apparent in the rioters, it is greatly to bo feared that some of the 
worthy men in confinement will fall a sacrifice to tho brutal fury of a band of ruf- 
fians, before timely aid can bo brought to their assistance" 

The annexed extracts from the Journal of the New York Provincial Congress 
show that strenuous measures would have been adopted by the British, to quell tho 
insurrectionary spirit in Cumberland county, evinced by the events of tho 13th of 
March, had not more important scones demanded the nttcnlion of the Crown. 

"Tuesday, 9 o'clock, A.M. 

"September 12th, 1775. 

"Ordered, That Samuel Wells, Esq., of Cumberland county, bo requested to 
attend before this Committee of Safety* at five o'clock this afternoon. 

"Tuesday, 4 ha P. M. Sept. 12th, 1775. 

"Samuel Wells, Ksq.. according to order, attending at tho door was called and 
examined. Says, ' That no arms were sent to Cumberland county by government — 
did hear that Gov. Colden applied to Gen. Ga^ for arms, nnd heard the arms came — 
but tho affair at I<exington put an end to it — of the £1,000 granted for Cuml)erland 
county, £200 of the money lias been received — it was employed to reimburse tho 
sheriff nnd Mr. Gale, tho expense of themselves and the other prisoners and 
expresses — heard tho nrras were put on board the King's Fisher — has forgot how ho 
heard it, and does not know how they were disposed of.'" — i. 144, 145. Sec also, 
American Archives, Fourth Series, 177.'>. vol. iii. cl *!><> 

• A Committee of Safety uniully Hit during the tvocw of tho Provincial Congress, with tempo- 
rary powers equal to thow of the latter body. 
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In tho " Records of Dummereton," reference is frequently made to the aflrny. The 
feelings to which it gave birth may be judged of by the language employed in these 
record!*. In one iustaucc tlie Court-house is styled, "that blood Stained Star- 
chamber in Westminster." lu an account of a meeting of the inhabitants of that 
town, hold on the 22d of August, 1775, occurs an entry which shows that the people 
of the county were engaged in prepariug an elaborate account of the disturbances 
which had happened in the mouth of March previous. The entry is in these words : — 
" Vol id (hat it lis the SenOo of this loun that the Letters that are in the hand of 
I>' Solomitn llar-vy are Not any EvidanCo in the Case wliich the Com mi to ia Colect- 
ting for the Evidimee whiCh tlia are to ColeCt is the Bad ConduCt of the Cort from 
its fust Setting up the Cort Doun to the fust of MarCh Last and thnt those Letters 
only Sliue that the Poplo ware Displeaised at the Enrbitaiy ConduCt of offlseirs of 
the Cort and ware Kaday to Rise and Stop the Cort be fore that time: and those 
U'ltors Show Like wise tho unity of the People and purflx the time: and wo thiuk 
it Best not to have those Lelors goe to Westminister." On the 12th of March. 1776, 
a meeting was held at BraUlolwrough for the purpose of securing the punishment of 
those of the Court party and Sheriffs posse, who liad been engaged in the " West- 
minster Massacre." This appears by the following passage from the old records 
before mentioned. At a town meeting held on the 26th of February, 177»3. " Vottd 
to Send a man to Jine the County Comitte on tho twelfth ofmarCh at tho hows of Mr- 
John Sergants at Brattleborough at Nino of tho o Clock in the fore Noon to Draw 
up a Remonstrance to Send to the Contatialshall Oougras at Philo Dalplia Cousanring 
those that perpatratid tho Blody Msssccrce on tho thurteeinth of march Last." 

In a pamphlet written by Ira Allen, entitled, " Miscellaneous Remarks on the 
PrtHvedinps of the State of New York against tho State of Vermont, 4c," and 
published in the year 1777, the author referring to the colonial government or New 
York, observes: — "In open violation to the laws of the crown, the legislative :ind 
executive powers, assumed to themselves authority to hold courts: their conduct 
w;is so notorious that it was the cause of that odious and never to be forgotten, 
massacre at tho Court Flouse in said Cuml»erland County, on the evening of the thir- 
tirenth of March 1775, in which several persons were actually murdered. 0 1 horrid 
scene ! " 

Another pamphlet, entitled, "Vermont's Appeal to tho Candid and Impartial 
World," tho production of Stephen Row Bradley of Westminster, which was 
published early in the year 1780, contains an allusion to the events under considera- 
tion, in these words: — "But above all, have they [the people of Vermont] suffered, 
from the cruelty of Great Britain and her emissaries. — For tho truth of these things 
we can appenl to many undeniable facts. So late as March, 1778, previous to the 
battle of Ixrxington, the judges of New York, were led in fetters of iron, within tho 
gates of their own city, for shedding innocent blood at Westminster, in murderously 
attempting to enforce the laws of that province U|>on tho people of Vermont." 

Six years after the affray, on the election of certain men to civil offices in Wind- 
ham county, who previous to the Revolution had been obnoxious to the mass of tho 
people, some of the inhabitants of Rockingham requested the Governor and Council 
of the state to keep back their commissions, inasmuch as they were " known Ene- 
mies to this nnd the United States." In proof of thus charge they declared that these 
men had been "active and accessory to tho shoddiug tho tlrst Blood that was shed 
in America to support Brittanic Government, at the Horrid and Never to be forGot 
Mussiicrc Committed at Westminster Cortt House on the Night of the 13th of March, 
1775. 0 horred Cenn [scene]." 

In the year 1781, Vermont increased her territory, by admitting within her juris- 
dictional limits thirty-five towns which liad seceded from the government of New 
Hampshire. Thw movement aroused tho apprehensions of the people of the latter 
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state, and strenuous attempt* were made to recover the seceding towns. Among 
tin- memorials prepared by the citizens c>r New Hampshire on this subject, was one, 
t ritUlnl. '• Ail address to tho people of New Hampshire, and of the other United 
States." Iu this paper tho eveuta connected with the " Westminster Massacre" were 
referred to as follows : — 

The Inhabitants of a certain Tract of Land west of Connecticut River, commonly 
known by tho naino of tho New Hampshire Grants, being by the order of the King 
of Britain in Council, annexed to tho Province of New York, and put under that 
government, did so continue, not without some uneasiness, chiefly in the Western 
part of sd Territory, until tho March 1775, preceding the ever inem.>rable commence- 
ment of Hostilities between us and Britain at Lexington; where somo Persons dis- 
affected to the New York Government, attempting to break up tho court at West- 
minster, one of their number being slain and another mortally wounded by the 
Sheriff and his Posse, in his endeavors to Suppress the insurgents, tliat unhappy 
event so occasioned tho addition of Spirit and numbers to tho op|>osers of that 
Government as enabled them to effect their design. The Peoplo concerned in that 
transaction, Supposed themselves to be engaged in tho Common cause of the Colonies, 
and generally expected the Court party to lx> op|josed to tho same, and as many of 
them afterwards either from principle or by reason of what they esteemed persecu- 
tion, proved to bo Tories, this served to give a more plausible colouring to tho truth 
of tho alxjve supposition. In addition to tho Name of Tories which the generality 
of the Court supporters had obtained, tho Title of Yorkers was joiued, and to serve 
a turn were made synonymous. The other part of tho People under the direction 
of some warm Lenders always inimical to New York, taking advantage of the times 
when this and York state who each liad claims of Jurisdiction over them, were busily 
engaged against the common Enemy, did erect themselves into an Independent State 
by ttie n.itno of Vermont Tho Yorkers were pretty generally deniers of tho pre- 
tended authority of said Vermont State and acted as they were able under tho 
Government of New York. 

"The principal ard most zealous promoters of this Union [the union of the New 
Hampshire towns with Vermont], are the Yorkers on tho other side, with the Tories 
on this side or the river, together with many of those who formerly persecuted tho 
former mentioned persons as Murderers and enemies to their Country. Men put and 
now lying under bonds, others subjected to imprisonment and confinement with their 
judges and witnesses against thorn, are now preferred to the first offices of Govern- 
ment The former not retracting or professing a change of Sentiments as to tho 
justice of our common cause, but rather avowing their opinion to be right that our 
cause is not good, and consider in the conduct of people towards them in their 
present preferment as a compensation for their former ill treatment for acting tho 
part of honest men in refusing to follow the multitude in what they thought and stiU 
think not right. 

" On the other side of tho River the authority departing from their Constitution 
(not the tirst lime) to the infringement of the Freedom of Klection did iu print nomi- 
nate to the choice of the Counties for civil officers, if not Military also, men by them 
liefore esteemed (being Yorkers) enemies to their Country, nay Murderers for being 
concerned in the Westminster affray." 

In his "Descriptive Sketch" of Vermont, published in 1797, Dr. John Andrew 
Graham has, with his usual inaccuracy and superflcialness, recounted tho events of 
the affray in these words: — 

■'•Westminster is a delightful place, and contains several superb houses. Hero 
were formerly held the Courts of Judicature, under the State of New York, but the 
settlers, iu March, 177ft, were so higldy exasperated at the oppressive conduct and 
insolence of tho Governor of that State, and his junto of land-jobbers, that they 
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assembled in arms, stopped tlic Court from sitting, drove them fmm their territory, 
and would never after suffer the Government of New York to have the slightest 
jurisdiction over tljom." — p. 107. 

Ira Allen, in a pretentious volume, entitled, "The Natural and Political History 
of the State of Vermont," 4c., published in 1798, has disposed of tho ''Westminster 
Massacre " in a summary manner. 

" In March, 1775, an attempt was made to hold a court of justice at "Westminster, 
in the county of Cumberland, which was prevented by tlte people, who had early 
taken possession of tho Court-house, and the Judges wore refused entrance at tho 
usual hour when the Courts were opened ; therefore they and the officers of the 
Court retired, until about eleven o'clock at night, when they returned and were 
again refused admittance ; whereupon they fired into the house, and killed one man 
and wounded several This inflamed tho minds of tho people to a high degree, who 
next day flocked from every part of tho county ; a coroner's inquest sat on the body, 
and brought in a verdict that tlie man was wilfully murdered by the Court party 
some of wliotn they seized, and sent to Northampton gaol in Massachusetts, but who, 
were released on application to the Chief Justice of New York.' 1 — pp. 55, 56. 

The epitome of the transactions connected with the 13th of March, 1776, as given 
by the Rev. Hosea Buckley, in a little work called, "Tho History of Vermont," 
rpKetnhhw the citations from Graham and Allen. Of the person who was killed on 
this occasion, Mr. Berkley observes: — " His name was William French, of Brattle- 
borough; where and in Dummerston branches of his family have since resided in 
r««i)cetablo standing; and from which several enterprising individuals have gone 
forth into tlw Union ; and one, a missionary under the American Board, to Asia." — 
pp. 70, 09. 

In an anonymous Imllad published in the year 1779, the original of which is now in 
the possession of Frank Moore. Kaq., the genial editor of the "Songs and Ballads of 
the American Revolution," reference is made to the death of William French. Tho 
stanza in which the allusion occurs aud tho note of illustration accompanying it, are 
in those words:— 

"Bat Vengeance letna Wreak, my Boj-», 
For Matron, Maid, and Spinster: 
Whose Jors are Hod, whoso Homes ar* aad, 
For the Tonth* oTKed Weatinlnater." 

Although tho courts in Cumberland county were badly managed in many instan- 
ces, previous to the time when they were stopped, yet the administration of justice 
in this portion of the province of Now York was not wholly neglected by the pro- 
vincial judges. There is still extant an affidavit of Richard Morris, clerk of tho 
court of Oyer and Terminer and General Gaol Delivery in the province of New 
York, dated tho 2Gth of August. 1774, in which that gentleman testified before 
Lieut -Gov. Cudwallndcr Colden, that the Hon. Robert R. Livingston, one of tho 
judges of the Supreme Court of judicature for tho province of New York, attended 
the session of the court of Oyer aud Terminer and General Gaol Delivery, held at 
Westminster in July, 1774. 

In the cast parish of Westminster, "the Liberty men" wore lew and for between. 
In the west parish, the mnjority of tho inhabitants were " pure Whigs." The men 
who served under dipt. Azariah Wright on tho 13th of March, were mostly from 
the latter parish. Captain Wright's compary was organized between the years 1 768 
and 1770. It is not known whence ho obUmed his captaincy, but it is evident tliat 

• "A youn* man who wan killed by tho Tories, near the Great Falls of the river Connecticut, 
la the .prtng of the year 1775." 
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his force at tho time of tbo outbreak, was oftho people and supported the people's 
cause. For several years he had been accustomed to call his company together for 
drill, at his own house, and if the policy of tin, Whigs had not interdicted the use of 
lire amis, his men would have evinced tlleir skill as marksmen in such a manner an 
would have caused no discredit to their lead-.r. As far as can now be ascertained, 
the organization of the company was as follows : — Captain, Azariah Wright; Lieu- 
tenant, Jabez Perry; First Sergeant, Simeon Burko- Second Sergeant, Jesse 
BurVe. 



Jacob Albeo, 


Francis Holden, 


John Albeo, 


John Holt, 


Lemuel Ames, 


Ichabod Ide, 


Asa Averilt, 


Israel Me, 


John Aver ill, 


Joseph Ide, 


Thomas AveriU, 


Robert Miller, 


Jabez Bates, 


John Petty, 


SUas Burke, 


Atwatcr Phippen, 


Athertou Chaffee, 


Joseph I'liippon. 


Andrew Crook, 


Samuel Phippen, 


Robert Crook, 


Robert Rand, 


Willinm Crook, 


James Richardson, 


David Daley, 


Nathaniel Robertson, 


Jonathan Fuller, 


Reuben Robertson, 


Seth Ooold, 


Edmund Sbipman, 


William Goold, 


Jehiel Webb, 



John Wells. 



The officer* of the Rockingham company were, as far as remembered, Captain, 
Stephen Sargcant ; Lieutenant, Philip Safford ; Surgeon, Reuben Jones. Nothing 
is known of the organization of the companies from Guilford or Walpole. It had 
long been the custom of Judge Thomas Chandler, to procure commissions of ono 
kind and another from New York, and bestow them on such as he favored. In this 
way several military officers had been appointed in different parts of the county. 
Those persons in Westminster who had obtained the titles which they boro in this 
manner, were Major John Norton, Captain Benjamin Burt, Lieutenant Medad 
Wright, and Ensign William Willard, but it is believed that no company was ever 
organized under these officers. 

Tho manner in which the Court party treated the "rioters" on the night of the 
affray, was to tho former an especial topic of congratulation among themselves. Ono 
of them, William Willard, a justice of the peace, even while a prisoner in tho Court- 
house, " made a brag that he struck French" and knocked him down. After his 
enlargement, ho went to New York, and on his return, appeared in a new suit of 
clothes, which, it was said, had been given him by tho Lieutenant Governor, in 
acknowledgment of his valiant conduct Ho died at Brattleborough. In his last 
days he was insane, and his final sickness, being hemorrhagic in its character, was 
regarded by the old people as a judgment upon him Goto God, for the part he had 
taken in shedding tho blood of Frendu 

A door of the old Court-house, which was perforated by a bullet on the memor- 
able night of the rencontre, was for many years preserved by a citizen of Westminster 
and did him good service as a door in his own dwelling. 

Concerning Dr. Reuben Jones who acted so prominent a part among the Wings, 
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but little is known. That ho was a man of intelligence, is proved by his " Relation 
of tlic proceedings of the ]».ople of ihc Comity of Cumberland, and Province of New 
York," which has been already referral to. At the nut-ling held ut West minster on 
the lltli of April, 1775, for the purjiose of devising means to resist tho progress of 
oppression. Dr. Jonen nerved as clerk. On nccount of lib) facility in compoMitioii and 
his general accuracy, he was often chosen to similar positions on more important 
occjiwons. Ho w:is the delegate from Rockingham in the convention held at Dorset 
on the 25th of September, 1770, and represented the former town in the General 
Assembly of Vermont during tho sessions of 1778, 1779, and 1780. He then 
removed to Chester, and in 1781 was the representative from tliat town in the Gene- 
ral Assembly. Like many of tho early settlers of Vermont, ho beoamo involved in 
debt. Having been seized in New Harajwhiro, at tho instance of an inhabitant of 
that state, he was confined in the jail of Cheshire county, during a part of the sum- 
mer of 1785. On the IGth of August, in that year, he effected his escape from pri- 
son. On the 22d, a warrant was issued by Simeon Oleott, a justice of the pe:iee for 
Cheshire county, directing his arrest if found within tho bailiwick of the Hheriff of 
that county. To evade the officers of the law, Dr. Jones repaired to Vermont. 
Simon Stevens, a justice of the peace for Windsor comity, issued an order for bis 
arrest on the '27th, and ou the 29th the unf! irtunato physician was taken at Chester 
by John Oriswold of Springfield But even now his friend's did not desert him. 
As Griswold whs taking him off, John Caryl and Amos Fisher, citizens of Ches- 
ter, made an attack upon the officer, and delivered Dr. Jones from his hands. At 
the session of the Supremo court held at Windsor, "on the second Tuesday, next 
following the fourth Tuesday of August," 1785, the grand jurors found a true bill 
against the Doctor and his two friends for resisting an officer, but tho result of tho 
tri:d which followed docs not appear. 

It may not he generally known that an attempt has already boon made, by many 
of the most distinguished and patriotic citizens of Vermont, to obtain from tho Legisla- 
ture of that stato an appropriation for tho purpose of erecting a monument to tho 
memory of William Freuch. At tho session in 1S52, tho following petition was 
read iu tho house : — 

" To the General Assembly of the State of Vermont : 

"The undersigned citizens of this State, believing that it is not only a duty, but 
inseparable from the love of country and the support of free institutions, to cherish 
the memory of those who, on momentous occasions, havo offered up their lives for the 
public go. >il, l>eg leave to call the attention of the Legislature to the perishing state 
of the memorial erected at Westminster, iu 1775, over tho body of William French, 
the proto- martyr of Vermont independence, if not that of America. We think that 
there is a turning point in every revolution, giving it a fixed ami decisive character, 
namely, the first resistance unto blood; and it is almost needless to say with what 
spirit and patriotism this was done by the young man just mentioned, or what an 
immense impulse was given by his devoted sacrifice to the followers of Chittenden, 
Allen, and Warner, resulting at last in the freedom and independence of the Stato of 
Vermont. The monument of crumbling slate, with its rude but emphatic inscription, 
ei eeted by what we may now call the pious hands of tho men of those d ivs, is now 
fast perishing away, and. unless s <iuy steps aw taken to save it, will soon wholly 
disappear. Feeling that this ought not to be. and that tho duty of preventing it will 
1m' jieifonncd in a more honorable and imposing manner, and be much more indicative 
of tho spirit of our whole people, if done by the State, wc venture to pray that such 
means may be taken by the Legislature as arc moat meet and proper for that purpose." 

To this petition were appended the names of Charles K. Williams, William C 
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Bradley, Carlos Coolidge, Daniol Kellogg, Jacob Collamer, Charles K. Field, and fifty- 
seven other persons, together with the names of eighteen of the relatives of William 
French. The subject was referred to a select committee, composed of George W. 
Grandey, George Lyman, Jarvis F. Burrows, Hiram Ford, and Thomas Browning. 
A very nolo report, favorable to the request of the petitioners, and containing much 
historical information of value, was prepared by these gentlemen, atid presented to 
tho Houso on the tfth of November. At the same time they reported the following 
bill, and respectfully reoommended its passage:— 

" An Act making an appropriation for a Monument to William French. 
" It is hereby enacted by tho Genoral Assembly of tho State of Vermont, as 
follows: 

"Section 1. A sum not exceeding twenty-five hundred dollars U hereby appro- 
priated, to bo expended under the direction of the Governor, in the erection of a 
granito Monument over the gravo of William French, at Westminster; and the 
Auditor of Accounts is directed to audit the accounts of the Governor for the expen- 
diture herein provided, and draw orders ou tho Treasurer of the State for the same. 

" Section 2. This act shall take efTect from its passago." 

Tho petition, report, and bill were laid on tho table, and tho clerk was "ordered 
to procure the printing of five hundred copies for tho use of tho house." On its 
introduction subsequently, tho bill was advocated by tho Hon. William C. Bradley, 
of Westminster, in a speech replete with patriotic sentiments, forcible arguments 
and historic fuels of tho most interesting character. To the great regret of a very 
largo minority tho bill was defeated by a few votes, ou its third reading. 
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Referred to on p. 325. 

Tub annexed report, prepared by the committees of Cumberland county, and 
which forms tho basis of tho abstract given in tho text, is taken from the MS. 
George Clinton Papers, in N. Y. State Lib., vol. v. doc. 1645. 

" Copies of Returns made by Committees of Sundry Towns in the County of 
Cumberland of tho Number of Inhabitants in their Towns, and an account of their 
Principles, so far as respects a separation from New York. 

" Those in Hinsdale that are for the State of New York, 11th August 1178, 

are in number ...... 39 

"For tho State of Vermont 1 
"Neuters ...... 9 

"Total 43 

"The Town of Guilford did not make a Return, but they reckon 53 Voters for 
Now York, not so many for Vermont, and a number of Neuters. 

"In Halifax, For New York, August 11, 1778 . . 63 
"For Vermont ..... 86 
"Neuters ...... 20 

"Total 11© 
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" The Number of Voters in Brattloborough who dissent from tho pro- 



tended State of Vermont, August 11, 1778 . . .165 
"Number who are for Vermont 1 

"Total 186 

"Tho Town of Marlborough sent a Representative to y* first Session of Assembly 
for Vermont, but hare lately as a Town, Voted not to intermeddle further in the 
Dispute until Congress shall declare their sense upon tho matter. 

" In Wilmington (or Draper) for Now York, August 7, 1778 . . 12 

" For Vermont 15 

"Noutera 8 

"Total 35 

" From Fnlham, no Return is yet made, but upon a Division of the Town, y 



major part were against Vermont, j* chief of which are also against Now York. 

" From New Fane, no Return made, but y» Inhabitants being about equally 
divided, have come to some agreement of neutrality. 

" The Account and Number of tho Inhabitants of tho Town of Putney from tho 
age of 16 and upwards, token tho 10th of August, 1778, [is] as followeth : 
" Men of Age that signed to continue under tho Stato of Now York, in 



Number ....... 69 

" The account of those of tho Inhabitants that have signed and sworn to 

the State of Vermont, is ..... 86 

" The Remaining part of tho Inhabitants of Age and under Age, are . 41 

"Total 136 

" Takeu by us, the Subscribers, as Committeemen for y» said Town of Putney. 

" James Clay, Samuel Minott. 

" "Westminster sent no Return ; is about equally divided— tho Number of 

Voters for Now York about .... 40 

" Rockingham Committee did not com© or send. 

"In Springfield, For New York SI 

" For Vermont 19 

"Neuters 4 

"Total ~~ 44 

" In Weathorsfield, For New York 11 

"For Vermont ...... 19 

"Total 23 



" No Towns nigher up the River havo chosen Committees for the Purpose of 

opposing tho pretended State of Vermont." 

Another calculation as to the numerical strength of tho Yorkers in Cumberland 
county, may be stated as follows. When in tho month of July, in tho year 1780, a 
company of fifty men was formed in Cumberland county, by tho advice of Governor 
Clinton,, for tho continental service, every twelfth or thirteenth person of those 
required to bear arms, was drafted for that purpose. The number of Yorkers, 
therefore, between tho ages of sixteen and sixty, must at that time havo amounted 
to more than six hundred— See George Clinton Papers in N. Y. State Lib., vol. x. 
doc. 3081. 
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Referred to on p. 646. 



No. of 
Lot 


Nuitw* t>f Gr-intoi* 


Part of 
Lot 


No. 
of Acres. 




35 




Timothy Church, . . 


wholo 


i 

640 


July 11th, 1786 

U 14 11 


36 




William Shatluck, . 


41 


640 


37 




Hczekiah Stowell, . . 


44 


640 


tt It 11 


38 


i 


Joseph Wells, 


1st 


360 


It U tt 






Asa Parker, .... 


2d 


280 


it u i< 


39- 




James Davidson, . . 


1st 


500 


ii ii it 




James Wallace, . . 


2d 


140 


it ii it 


40 




David Thurber, 


whole 


640 


II tt It 






Shubael Bullock, . 
Daniel Wilkins Jr., . 


1st 


90 


II It II 






2d 


90 


11 II II 


41 ■ 




Paul Nichols, .... 


3d 


140 


II II II 






Cyril Carpenter, 
Henry Kvans Jr., . 


4th 


220 


It 11 It 






5th 


100 


11 II tl 


42- 




Nathan Avery, . . 


1st 


132 


It 11 u 




Clwirles Phelps, 


2d 


508 


tt It It 






Rutherford Hays, . 


1st 


180 


September 14th 1786 
ii ii ii 


43- 




James Stewart, 


2d 


100 




Kbenewr Roberts, . . . 


3d 


180 


It U II 






John Sherburne, . . , 


4th 


180 


II 14 It 


44 




Jonathan Dunklcy, 


1st 


175 


July 11th, 1786 

14 11 44 




Klijah Prouty, 


2d 


465 


43 




Philip Krisbeo and others, 


whole 


640 


February 26th, 1793 






Joshua Lvud, . . 


1st 


180 


September 14th, 1786 


46- 


Zephaniah Shcpardson, . 


2d 


100 


14 41 14 




Giles Roberts, . . . 


3d 


180 


II tl 11 


47 


>- 


Lemuel Lynd, 
Timothy Church, . 


4th 

whole 


180 
610 


II it II 

July 11th, 1786 

II U II 






John Olden, .... 


1st 


160 


48 




Seth Clark, . 


2d 


160 


11 It 11 






James Packer, 


3d 


320 


11 II 11 


49. 




David Goodenough, 


1st 


340 


it it it 




Edward Carpenter, . 


2d 


300 


ii ii ii 


60 




Gospel and Schools, 


wholo 


640 


April 6th, 1786 


61 


For Protnotinir Literature, 




640 


11 11 41 


62 




Francis Prouty, 


u 


640 


July 11th, 1786 


53 




William Sliattuck, . 


41 


640 


64 




S.-th Smith 


14 


640 


September 12th, 1786 






Newell Karl, .... 


1st 


200 


July 11th, 1786 


55- 




Joseph Coleman, 


2d 


240 


44 44 II 






Josiuh Rice, .... 
Edmund Betims, 


3d 


200 


41 II tl 






1st 


220 


II II II 


56- 




David Thurber Jr., . 


2d 


200 


It II tl 




• Asa Stowell 


3d 


220 


II II II 




- 


Joseph Whipple, . 


l*t 


180 


II II II 






Demi Chase 


2d 


100 


11 II II 


"1 




Daniel Whitney. 


3d 


180 


11 11 14 






Artemas GoodenouKh, . 


4 th 


180 


II tl II 
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No. of 

I AH, 


Naui«ofOmnU>e. 


Tart of 

I Alt 


Na 
of Acr««. 




-* 


Keuben Smith, 


1 „*■ 

1st 


1 4 u 




July 11th, 1786 


58- 


Kphruim Knapp, 


2d 






i. 


14 


44 


Artemiia How, 


.Jd 






a 


a 


a 




Davul How, .... 


■ . i. 
1 4th 


J. • V 




14 


r. 


a 




Samuel Curtis, 


1st 


180 




14 


ti 


a 


59 ■ 


John (iault. .... 


-'a 


1 280 




U 


a 


4* 




Halo hulnbury, . 




i «... 
loO 




II 


41 


44 


60 


1 ituotliy Church, . 

1 liuip rrwoee ana ouicre, 


whole 


(MO 




II 


44 


tl 


CI 


u 


run 




February 2Cth, 1793 


1 


Ainus J aw Jr., 
Xatliati Culv.-r, 


1 n*- 


'Ml 




July 11th, 1786 

" 14 11 


1 


2<1 


'>!»> 




( 


lelmbod Packer, . . 


.iu 






tl 


u 


a 




Samuel Clark, 


1st 


1 HA 
loO 




II 


a 


a 


C3 -j 


Miv.ekian Stoweii, . 


In 


«uo 




14 


44 


4« 


f 


( Jrhiiuli) Bridkfman, . 


'i i 
.id 


*>l!ft 




<» 


14 


41 




John Adams, .... 


1st 


i i'.n 

J Uu 




41 


a 


a 


J 

} 


' T a ] 1 1 am 1 Tarn 

Jonathan Moddard Jr., . 


'M 


ICO 




41 


41 


a 


lieiijaiuin Hallow, . 


! •*« 


10v 




41 


■ ■ 


a 


I 


( banes 1 acker, 

\\ imam MiiitluoK, . 


l i.l. 


1G0 




44 


a 


44 


C.I 


whole 


i\ IO 




44 


a 


a 


( 

cc- 
/ 


\t\W iT I i'.tli. . , > 


i 

i>i 






14 


.• 


44 


.)« >rt».'jili Chamberlain, 


ii i 






41 


a 


41 


Jonathan Church, ... 




-It 




44 


a 


a 


i 


Joseph Shepardwu, 


2il 






41 


a 


a 


rJ 


Jollll Colli 1)8, .... 


Ml 


1 1.(1 




41 


44 


44 


Ob 


Joseph Peek 


wiiole 






II 


a 


a 


r 


ft , 1 II 1 , 

Ana ( lark 


1st 


1)7 




14 


ii 


11 


<;oJ 


\i.*..i ... L'li;.. 
Matthew hlllf. 




07 




11 


41 


41 


1 > 1 1 ..... t. 

Ilhamar (.k.kkIi riou^h, 


.id 


00 




14 


41 


'1 


I 


Asaph Carpenter, . . , 


4th 


3.10 




44 


a 


a 


-J 


Joliii Hwtowis ... 


|,.f 

1 St 


ISO 




14 


14 


a 


Timothy Phelps, . . , 


2d 


2 SO 




14 


41 


a 




Samuel Cudwortli, . . • 


■i.i 
•>il 


ISO 




44 


11 


a 


7 I 


1 uaothy ( liurch, 


...i i 
wliolo 


C40 




44 


a 


41 


f 


Joshua Nurse, . . . 


l^t 


77 0 


30 


September 12th, 1786 

11 44 44 




Simon Calkin*. . , . 


-d 


9G 1 


25 


72- 


Jothain Spa'.ltding, . 


■> i 

.td 


or; 1 


25 


44 


a 


44 


I 


S- lli Smith, .... 


i.i. 
Ith 


347 0 


10 


44 


44 


44 


r.\ 


Henry Kvans, . . , 


\vhok> 


»;40 




July 11 tli, 


1786 


-A 


Noalt s^l 1 1 ■ [jo r* ison , ... 


i 


00 




44 


41 


ii 


f 


Joi'l l'i^olow, .... 


2d 


3.10 




44 


.4 




.los.iua Nill>e. 


.•ii 


200 




41 


a 


a 


7". ^ 


Thomas 1 laker. 


Kt 


2«;o 




March 20th. 


1788 


Samu-l liixl.y. 


2d 


3*0 




14 


4. 


44 


! 


Aiiiari.-i, Parks', 


Kt 


02 0 30 


September 14lh, 1786 

44 44 


l-ra-l Siiiiil 

.lolni Ah \alider, . 


2d 


407 3 10 






2S0 




Julv 11th, 1786 

41 44 41 


"i 


Jicuh. n Church, 


2.1 1 


ISO 






1-aae Cp'sbv 


.'id 


ISO 




14 


41 


a 


< s 


William Shattuek, . 


whole 


010 




44 


44 


a 


.:> 


ll- nrv K\aii.-, . . . 




cio 




14 


44 


'1 


Ml 


lh my F.vatis. 


u 


G10 




41 


a 


44 




W illi.u:) I lutlirie. . . \ 














William i oifhrie Jr., . J- 


U 


CIO 




March 20tk 1788 


1,', -ill,..:, Kirhy, . . ) 
















U'iKi.iii. sli.ill nek. . 


a 


CIO 




July 11th, 1786 




WiKial.i White, 




040 




14 


44 


44 
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No. i.f 
Lot. 


Nam© of Qraotco. 


Part of 
Lot. 


No. 
of Acre*. 


When Granted. 


m 


Tiraotliy Churcli, . 


whole 


G40 




July llth, 1786 


r 


Francis Coinins, 


1st 


128 




September 12th, 1786 


so. 




James Cumins, 


2d 


25(5 






James Coinins Jr., . 


3d 


128 




(i 


• • 


.1 




William Pierce, 


4tU 


128 




a 


.. 


1. 


8C j 


Francis Prouty, 


1st 


540 




July llth, 1786 




Isaac Kendall, 


2d 


100 






ii 


II 


87- 


'Abraham A very, . 


)r>t 


430 




ii 


.. 


11 


[William Gault, 


2d 


210 




ii 


ii 


11 


88 


Daniel Anlieraft, . . , 


whole 


640 




u 


». 


11 




Jacob Stoddard, . 


1st 


170 




Ii 


.. 


11 


80 | 


David Lamb, .... 


2d 


300 




II 


u 


H 




Samuel Karl, .... 


3d 


170 




II 


■ 1 


•• 


90 


Timothy Church, . 


whole 


610 




II 


11 


1. 






Adonijah Putnam, . 


lHt 


212 




II 


il 


n 


». 




Thomas Whipple, . 


2d 


214 




II 


11 


i. 






Samuel Noble, 


3d 


214 




11 


II 


>' 






Amos Yaw, .... 


1st 


193 3 


271 


II 


II 


u 


92- 




Kleazcr Tol»e, .... 


2d 


193 3 


2H 

25 


II 


II 


11 






David Culver, . . . 


3d 


203 0 


11 


.• 








Klijah Curtis, .... 


1st 


180 




II 


II 


i. 


93- 




Klijah Clark, .... 


2d 


100 




II 


It 


II 




Caleb Ellis, . 


3d 


180 




II 


1. 


u 




_ | Isaac Sinter, .... 


4 th 


180 




II 


11 


ii 




{Jonathan Stoddard, 


1ft 


200 






II 


u 


94- 


! David Tlmrner Jr, . 


2d 


200 




II 


11 


11 






Caleb Nurse, .... 


3d 


240 




II 


II 


1. 






Moses Yaw, .... 


1st 


180 




II 


11 


1. 


9."i ■ 




Israel Field, .... 


2d 


180 




ii 


11 


1. 






Daniel Slie|)ardson, . 


3d 


280 




■< 


11 


11 






Toiliam Iligelow, . 
Nathaniel Carjtcntcr, 


1st 


168 




II 


11 


.. 


9G- 




2d 


263 




II 


" 


II 






Samuel Colcfiix, 


3d 


168 




11 


.. 


1. 






F.lisha Pierce. 


1ft 


200 




Ii 


.1 


11 


9" ■ 




Itichurd B Church, 


2d 


180 




II 


11 


■ ' 






Klenzer Church, 


3d 


260 




11 


11 


■ l 




Jonathan S. Alexander, . 
Samuel Melendv, . 


1st 
2d 


220 
420 




II 
II 


11 


•1 


99- 


Obadiah Wells," 


1st 


220 




September l lth, 


1780 


Joseph Elliott, . . 


2d 


420 




a 








Ilczekiah Broad, 


1st 


328 0 


20 


July llth, 


1786 


100. 


Benjamin Baker, 


2d 


90 3 


30 


ii 




i. 


Kphraim Rice, 


3d 


90 3 


30 


a 


II 


i. 




Joseph Uaroey, 


4th 


;o 




ii 


.. 


•I 



Township No 2, or Clinton, was surveyed by Simeon Do Witt on the Gth of 



April, 17S6, and at the same time wan divided into ono hundred lots, each of which 
it was intended should contain Gin a*.res. Lot X). 50 was appropriated to the uso 
of ' Compel and Schools," and lot No 51 "For promoting Literature.'' On the 6th 
of May following, the commissioners of the land office resolved to compensate tlioso 
who had suffered in opposing the government of Vermont, by giving to them lota 
No*. 35-100, inclusive, comprising, as was supposed (lots 50 and 51 being excepted), 
sixty-four lot*, or 40,960 acre*. Ou the llth of July, in the same year, the com- 
missioners divided filly-four lots, or 34,660 acres, umonir the one hundred and seven 
jKivotis who had Itcen reportetl by Timothy Church and William Slintturk. as deserv- 
ing of reward, and reserved ten lota, or 6,400 acres, for the purpose of satisfying tho 



HISTORY OF EAbTEKN VERMONT. 



claims of such of the sufferers as were not included in the list which Church and bia 
friends had prewntt.il. On this occasion, lot No. 81 was grunted, 260 acres of it to 
Thomas Baker, and 380 acres to Samuel Bixby. Subsequently it was ascertained 
that improvements bad been made on this lot, by persons to whom it did not belong. 
Tho owners of the laud appear to have treated the squatters with kindness. An 
amicable adjustment of difficulties was tho result. By an act of the Legislature, 
passed March 20th, 1788, power was given to tho commissioners of the laud office 
to grant to William Guthrie, William Guthrie Jr., and Reuben Kirby, the squat- 
tors before referred to, lot No. 81, and by the name act, lot No. 75 was granted to 
Thomas Baker and Samuel Bixby, in place oflot No. 81. 

On the 12th and 14th of September, 1786 the commissioners granted seven lot* or 
4480 acres to a number of the " sufferere " whose names had not been included in 
the former enumeration. The demands of the citizens of New York who had resided 
In Vermont having been satisfied, tho LcgUlature of New York by an act passed 
March 20th, 1788, gave to the commissioners power "to issue a grant v of two of the 
lots that had not been disposed of, viz., lots Nos. 45 and CI, containing each G40 acres, 
to Philip Friebee, Samuel Frisbee, Philip Frisbee Jr., Ephraim Guthrie. Eben Landers, 
Seth Stone, Goold Bucon, Herman Stone, Nathaniel Benton Jr., Joseph Landers, 
Roderick Moore, and their associates. Before they could "severally bo entitled to 
receive their respective grants," they were required to "pay into the treasury of this 
state, in any public securities, signed by tho treasurer of this state, at the rato of 
one shilling and three pence p«r acre for the lands to bo granted to them respect- 
ively." A patent was issued in accordance with this act, on tho 26th of February, 
1793. 

An examination of tho alwo table, will show that lota No*. 72, 76, 92, 96, and 
100, contained respectively 617, 590, 591, 599, and 600 acres of land, instead of 640 
each. The reason of this discrepancy Ap|tears in tho following extract, from the 
records of a meeting of the commissioners of the land office, held at tho house of 
Matthew Visseher. in Altany, on the 12th of January, 1789 : — "On running tho cast 
line of the said township or Clinton from the Delaware to tho mouth of the Un.idtlla 
(the course of which line is north 4° 47' east), the lots adjoining to this lino fell short 
of 640 acres each, at which they were computed when first bollotted for, as will 
apj>ear by the minutes of this board But in this entry such of tlto said lota as 
were formerly Plotted to two or more persons, viz., loU Nos. 72, 76, 92, 96, and 
100, are dividtil among their respective proprietors in tho same proportions with 
respect to the true quantity of each lot, as they were divided before on tho suppo- 
sition that they contained the quantity of 640 acres each." Land Office Minutes, in 
office Sec. State, N. Y.. 1784-178H, i. 169, 170, 194-198, 220, 221, 221, 225, 256, 
262, 263: 1788-1796. ii. 3, 17, 27-32, 51, 27, 281. Laws of N. Y., 11th session, 
GrvcnleaTs ed., ii. 198, 199. Map No. 57, in office Sec State N. Y. Journal, 
Senate N. Y., 13th session, 2d meeting, pp. 46, 49. 
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DIY1SI0JT OF THE $30,000. 

Referred to on p. 565. 



N«mb«r 




Sum to which 


Of i-Iirh 

Claim 


Nam* or Claimant. 


entitled. 


No. 1 


Samuel Avery 


$2655 03 


" a 


James Abocl ..... 


548 93 


14 3 


Ooldsbrow Banyar ..... 


7218 94 


•4 4 


John Bowles ..... 


745 26 


" 5 


Cutliarine Bowles ..... 


49 91 


" 6 


Jaraea Becckman ..... 


72 66 


U f 


William Ban jar ..... 


309 42 


" 8 


Thomas B. Bridget) ..... 


162 65 


" 9 


Samuel Bard ..... 


149 72 


" 10 


Robert Bowno ..... 


49 91 


"11 


William C i< (cbiirue ..... 


1495 95 


" 12 


Ebenezer Clark ..... 


37 42 


" 13 


James McCarra ..... 


24 93 


" 14 


Alexander Cruikshnnk .... 


37 00 


" 15 


* t \ aa a r-a a ■ tmmt * a Am m 

Cadwullader Colden, Thomas Colden, Alexander 
Colden, and Josiah Ogden Hoflroan, surviving 






Executors of Cadwnllader Colden, deceased 


449 15 


" 16 


Kicliard Cany and Ann his wife . . 


122 92 


" 1" 


Henry Cruger ..... 


149 72 


» 18 


Thomas Clark ..... 


237 05 


" 19 


Archibald Campbell ..... 


49 91 


" 20 


Archibald CNtrrie ..... 


9 98 


« 21 


William McDoupUl ..... 


37 42 


» 22 


James Chatham Dunne, William North, and Mary 
his wife, Sarah Dunne, Catharine Livingston 






Duatio, and Adelia Duane 


2621 29 


" 23 


Gerard us Duy eking Jr. . 


49 91 


" 24 


John Do Lnncey ..... 


49 91 


" 25 


Obadiah Dickenson ..... 


49 91 


" 26 


Alexander McDougall .... 


34 93 


« 27 


George Etherington ..... 


98 32 


" 28 


Thomas Etherington .... 


74 11 


'< 'in 


T fltiiflit t» n rrni rial* 

uaiiivs r tuifiiiicM • ■ • • • 


99 81 


" 30 


Jellis A. Fonda ..... 


49 90 


" 31 


John Gal breath ..... 


99 81 


" 32 


James Guthrie ..... 


37 42 


" 33 


William Giles ..... 


5 49 


" 31 


Joseph Griswold ..... 


147 73 


" 35 


John Goodrich ..... 


199 63 


" 3C 


Charles Hutchins ..... 


9 98 


» 37 


Jonathan Hunt ..... 


948 23 


" 38 


John Hensdalo ..... 


49 91 


" 39 


John Johnston ..... 


124 77 


" 40 


Luke Knowlton ..... 


249 53 


4. 41 


Peter Kemblo ..... 


199 C3 


42 


Abraham Lot .... 


698 69 


" 43 


John Lawrcneo ..... 


49 91 


" 44 


Robert Lewis ..... 


119 78 


" 45 


Joel Lyman ...... 


49 91 


" 46 


Elijah Lyman ..... 


49 91 


" 47 


Catharine Mctcaif, Executrix of Simon Motcalf, 


1417 47 
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Number 
Claim. 


Namo of Claimant. 


Sum to which 
each Claimant Is 
enllllcil. 


No. 48 


Catharine Mctcalf . 




$99 81 


" 19 


Thotna* Norman and Klixaheth Martha his wife 


718 00 


" so 


J aiio Ni'Pbit . . . 




12 48 


" 51 


Klias Nixon . . . 


... 


24 95 


" 52 


Barbara 1 irtley 


... 


134 75 


" 53 


KU'a/.or l'orter 


... 


49 91 


" 54 


John Mel'lierson 


. • • 


99 81 


" 55 






399 25 


" 50 


IVter Sim . 


« • • 


37 42 


" 57 


Samuel Stevens 


... 


G53 03 


" 58 


William Smith 


... 


1181 69 


" 59 


Jacob Siicfliin . . 


• . • 


97 32 


" GO 


l-'rauci* Stevens . . 




199 G3 


" 01 


Diana Smith . . 




49 91 


" 02 


Murv. Kli/jiboth, Esther, and Rachel Schlatter, sur- 






viving executors of Michael Schlatter, deceased . 


«<1 ftl 


11 G3 


.John M. Scott 


... 


49 91 


" 04 


John Titts* . 




9 93 


" 05 


Samuel Thatcher . • 


... 


149 71 


" or, 


1'. tor Van Schauk . . 


... 


199 03 


" 07 


William Wickham . . 


... 


149 72 


" OS 


Hrooke Watson . . 


• • . 


1197 76 


09 


(ieranl Walton 


... 


49 91 


» 70 


John Watts . . . 


... 


99 82 


u 71 


William Walton 


... 


199 63 


» 72 


t'ieonre Wrav 


... 


39 92 


" 73 


Staltham Williams . 


... 


199 03 


" 74 


John Rartl . . , 


... 


449 15 


" 75 


I John Pii nikrlraf . , 




1090 08 


u 70 


Samuel Partridgo 




49 91 








$30,000 00 


Doc Hist. X. T., iv. 1024, 1025. 



LIST OF THE CIVIL AND MILITARY OFFICERS OF 
CUMBERLAND AND GLOUCESTER COUNTIES. 

Those persons who were appointed to office previous to April 
3d, 1775, held commissions under the British province of New 
York. Those persons who were appointed to office from April 
3d, 1775, to September 1st, 1777, derived authority from the 
New York Provincial Congress and the Convention of the state 
of New York. Those persons who were appointed to office sul>- 
scqucnt to September 1st, 1777, received commissions by virtue 
of the Constitution of the state of New York. 
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CIVIL LIST. 



CUMBERLAND COUNTY. 



CIVIL OFFICERS. 

DEDIMCS POTESTATEM COMMISSIONERS TO APMIN1STER 0ATH8 OP OPFIOH. 

On the 20th of January, 17CG, a few montlis previous to tho establishment of 
Cumberland county, a dtdimw ]x>ksUitt:m commission to administer oaths of office 
was granted to Thomas Chandler, William (Jilliland, and Isaao Man, for tho wholo 
of the New Hauipahiro Grants, at that lime included within the limits of Albany 
county. 



Dato of CommUelon. 


XAKX8. 


July 17, 1766. 
April 7, 17G8. 
April 14, 1772. 
May 5, 1774. 
May 15, 1777. 
October 24, 1778. 
June 5, 1782. 


Thomas Chandler, Joseph Lord, Samuel Wells, John Chandler. 
Thomas Chandler, Joseph Lord, Samuel Wells, John Clumdler. 
Samuel Wells, Crean Brush. 
Samuel Gala 

John Sessions, John Stovons. 

Pelntiah Fitch, John Sessions, James Clay, Mk-ah Townsoud. 
Charles Phelps, James Clay, Hilkiah Grout 


COMMISSIONERS OP THE COURT. 






February 18, 1774 


Samuel Wells, Croan Brush, Samuel Knight. 


COMMISSIONERS TO RECEIVE TUB PROPERTY OP THOSE WHO HAD JOINED THK ENEMY. 


Date of Commission. 


XAIOB. 


March C. 1777. 


James Clay, Amos llobc-rtsou, Israel Smith. 



UISTOBT OF EASTERN VERMONT. 
COMMISSIONER or fobritckb. 



DaUs of Commlalon. 


■ - - i 

ICAM*. 


February 25, 1780. 


John Sergeant 


JUIX3K8 OP INFERIOR OOCBT OF CO MHOS FLEAS. 


Da W Commission. 




July 16, 17C6. 
April 7, 1768. 
April 14, 1772. 
August 1ft, 1778. 


Thomas Chandler, Joseph Lord, Samuel Wells. 

Thomas Chandler, Joseph Lord, Samuel Wells. 

Thomas Chandler, Joseph Lord, Samuel Wells, Noah Sabin. 

Pelattoh Fitch, John Sessions, James Clay. 


ASSISTANT JUSTICES OP INTERIOR COURT OF COMMON PLEAS. 


Data of Commission. 


VAKIS. 


July 16, 1766. 
April 7, 1768. 
April 14, 1772. 
August 18, 1778. 


Oliver Willard, John Arms, James Rogers, Zodekiah Stone, 
Benjamin Bellows, Thomas Chandler Jr., John Chandler. 

Oliver Willard, Thomas Chandler Jr., John Chandler, Samuel 
Stevens, Nathan Stone, William Willard, Thomas Bridgtnan. 

James Rogers, Nathan Stone, William Willard, Stephen Grecn- 
leafj Thomas Chandler Jr., Benjamin Buttcrfield. 

Eleazcr Patterson, Hilkiah Grout, Stephen Grcenleat 



JUSTICES OP THE COURT OP OYER AND TERMINER AM) CENTRAL JAIL DKI.IVF.UT. 



Dmte of Commission. 




Juno 5, 1782. 

• At this limp Riclui 
and Robert Yates anil 
of cither Morris, Yatc 


Charle* Phelps, James Clay, Elcazer Patterson, Hilkiah Grout, 
Simon Stevens, Elijah Prouty, Michael GuVou.* 

r<l Morris was Chief Justice of the Supremo court of the stntc of Xew York. 
Jobn Sloss Ilobart were puisnt Justices of the -Mime court Tin- |>rrs<>nee 
\ or Ilobart was necessary to form a court of Oyer and Terminer, etc. 
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JUSTICES Or THE PEACE. 

On tho 20th of January, 1766, a few months previous to tho establishment of Cum- 
berland county, the following persons were appointed justice of the jieaoo for tho 
whole of the New Hampshire Grants at that time included within tho bruits of 
Albany county, viz. : — Thomas Chandler, William Gilliland, Joseph Lord, Isaac 
Man, Robert Harpur, Jacob Bayley, Samuel Wells, Nathan Stone, Oliver Willard, 
John Anns, James Rogers, Benjamin Whiting. John Chandler. Beiyamin Bellows 
Jr., John Griffiths, Thomas Morrison, Samuel Robinson, George Palmer, John 
Stoughton, John Wattsou, Alexander MacNachtcn. 



DateofOommhaton. 




July 16, 1766. 


Thomas Chandler, Joseph Lord, Samuel Wells, Oliver Willard, 
John Arras, James Rogers, Zedekiah Stone, Benjamin Bel- 
lows, Thomas Chandler Jr., John Chandler, William Willard, 
John Church, Thomas Bridgman, Bildad Andross, Israel Curtis. 


April 7, 1708. 


Thomas Chandler, Joseph Lord, Samuel Wells, Oliver Willard, 
Thomas Chandler Jr., John Chandler, Samuel Stevens, 
Nathan Stone, William Willard, Thomas Bridgman, Bildad 
Andross, Israel Curtis, Henry Wells, Simon Stevens. 


April 14, 1772. 


Thomas Chandler, Joseph Lord, Samuel Wells, Noah Sabin, 
James Rogers, Nathan Stone, William Willard, Stephen 
Greenleaf, Thomas Chandler Jr., Benjamin Bulterlleld. Bildad 
Andross, Israel Curtis, Simon Stevens, Zadoek Wright, Samuel 
Nichols, William Williams, John Bridgman, David Joy, 
Kphraim Ranney, Oliver Lnvell. John Bolton, Jonathan Burk, 
Luke Kuowiton, John Winchester Dana. 


Juno 6, 1782. 


Charles Phelps, James Clay. Elearor Patterson, nilkiah Grout, 
Simon Stevens, Klijaii I'routy, Michael < tilson. Samuel Bixby, 
Daniel Shepardson, Ik wkiah Stowell, Bethuel Churcli, John 
Pannel, Nathan Fisli, Joseph Winchester, Daniel Kathan. 


COUNTT CLERKS. 


DiK, of Commission. 


XAjnft. 


July 16, 1766. 


John Chandler. 


April 7, 176& 


John Chandler. 


February 35, 1772. 


Crean Brush, vice John Chandler, removed. 


March 7, 1774. 


Samuel Gale, vk< Crean Brush, resigned. 


August 18, 1778. 


Micah TownsemL 
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Date of Commission. 


xaotb. 


July 16, 1766. 


Nathan Stone ; term expired October 14, 1767. 


March 31, 1768. 


John Arms; appointed for eighteen and a half months. 


October 13, 1760. 


John Anns; served six months. 


April 17, 1770. 


Darnel Whipple ; appointed for unexpired term. 


October 13, 1770. 


Daniel Whippb. 


October 12, 1771. 


Daniel Whipple. 


October 6, 1772. 


Daniel Whipple ; served part of term. 


October 1, 1773. 


William Paterson. 


October 4, 1774. 


William Paterson. 


July 10, 1775. 


Jes e Burke.* 


May 5, 1777. 


Paul Spooner.f 


August 18, 1773. 


Simeon Edwards. 


March 6, 1779. 


Simoon Edwards. 


February 18, 1780. 


Simeon Edwards. 


Juno fi, 1782. 


Timothy Phelps. 


• n« w M sheriff on the 10th of Jnly. 17^ but the <Ut« of bit »ppointment Is not known. 
+ Decline J the appointment by letter received by tho ProTlncUi Congress on the 15th of 
July, 177T. 



Dsto of OomxnlMloD. 


■una, 


July 16, 1706. 


Thomas Chandler. 




March 81, 1768. 


Thomas Chandler. 




April 14, 1772. 


Crean Brush. 




August 18, 1778. 


James Clay. 
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CO ROlfERS* 



Date of Coinnilislon. 


NAHM. 


January 30, 1706. 
July 16, 17CC. 
1 April 7, 1768. 
August 18, 1778. 
March 6, 1779. 
February 18, 1780. 


Timothy Olwtt. 

Timothy Oleott, Samuel Taylor. 
Timothy Oleott, Amos TuU?. 
Samuel Warriner, OUvcr Kidder. 
Samuel Warriner, Oliver Kidder. 
Samuel Warriner, Oliver Kidder. 


AtTOKXK Y9 AT LAW. 


D»te of Comml*slon. 


ma. 


March 31, 17C8. 
j April 2G, 1770. 
Jju)y22, 1771. 
June 23, 1772. 


Solomon Phelps. 
Micah Townsend. 
Charles Phelps. 
Samuel Knight 



UEPIIKSENTATIVES IK THE COLO.V1AL OEXEKAL ASSEMBLY OF NEW TOBK ELECTED BT 

THE PEOPLE. 

% 



Commencement of Sewlon. 




January 5, 1773. 
January 6, 1771. 
January 10, 1775. 


Samuel Wells, Crean Brush. 
Stunucl Wella, Crean Brush. 
Samuel Wells, Crean Brunh. 


I) KITTIES IS THE XEW YOKK PROVINCIAL COKCJRESS. AND CnXVEXTIOX Or TIIK STATE 
OF NEW YORK, EI.ECfEU BY THE PEOPLE. 




NAXH. 


Mny 23, 1775. 
N'ovemher 14, 1775. 
May 11. 1770. 
July 9, 177C. 


John Iliuelline, Paul Spooner, William Williams. 

William Williams, Paul Spooner. 

William Williams, Joseph Marsi 

Joseph Marsh, Simon Stevens, John Sessions. 
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f Aim 


August 18, 1779. 
January 21, 1784. 


Elkanah Tiny, John Sessions, Micah TownaenA 
Joel Bigelow, Elijah Prouty, William Shattuck. 



BKXATOR IX TIIF XKW YORK I-F.GISI.ATURE. 



10, 1781. 



Day. 



GLOUCESTER COUNTY. 
CIVIL OFFICERS. 






March 17, 1770. 
April 10, 1772. 
May 15, 1777. 


John Taplin, Samuel Sleeper, Thomas Sumner, John Peters. 
Jacob Baylcy, John Inters. 
Jacob Boyley. 


COMMISSIONERS TO RECEIVE THE PROPERTY OF THOSE WHO HAD JOIKEO THE ENEMY. 


Date of Commission. 


XAJttA. 


May 2, 1777. 


Peter Oloott, Jacob Kent, Israel Smith. 


JUDGES OF INFERIOR COURT Or COMMON PLEAS. 


D»Uof CommlMlon. 


NAHM. 


March 17, 1770. 
April 10, 1772. 
October 26, 1774. 


John Taplin, Sam :el Sleeper, Thomas Sumner. 
Join; Taplin, Jacob Bayley, Thomas Sumner. 
John Peters. 
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ASSISTANT JUSTICES OF INTERIOR COURT OF COMMON' PLEAS. 



1 

! 

,Datc of Commission. 


I 

NAMES. 


March 17. 1770. 
April 10, 1172. 


1 

James Pennock, Israel Smith, Abner Fowler, John Petera. 
James Pennock, Jacob Kent, Jolin Hatch, Joel Marsh. 


JU8TICES OF TITB PEACE. 




WAMM. 


March 16, 1770. 
April 10, 1772. 
October 26, 1774. 


John Taplin, Samuel Sleeper, Tliomas Sumner, James Pennock, 
Israel Smith, Abner Fowler, John Peters, Thomas Chamlxjr- 
lain, Jonathan Sunnier. 

John Taplin, Jacob Barley, Thomas Sumner, James Pennock, 
Jacob Kent, John llatcii, Joel Marsh, Thomas Cliamberlain, 
Benjamin Whitcomb, Samuel Hale. 

John Peters. 


COUNTY CI.KRKH. 


DftU-of OoinmUdon. 




March 17, 1770. 
March 5, 1772. 
Juno 30, 1774. 


John Peters. 
John Peters. 

John Lawrence, vice John Peters. 


SHERIFFS. 


Dste of Ommissloi. 




March 17, 1770. 
October 6, 1772. 
November 19,1774. 
May 6, 1777. 


John Taplin Jr. 
John Taplin Jr. 
John Taplin Jr. 
Nathaniel MerrilL 
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I)»te of CommlaaJoD. 


WAX*. 


November 11,1772. 


Ephraim Bayley. 


ATTORlHCT-AT-LAir. 


P.to of Commission. 




January 20, 1775. 


John Lawrence. 



DEPOTT IN THB HEW TOIIK nwTTNClAL CONGRESS. 



Commencement of ScMlon. 


tin 


May 23, 1775. 


Jacob Bayley. • 
General Bayley did not Uke hU teat 



CUMBERLAND AND GLOUCESTER COUNTIES. 

r 



MILITARY OFFICERS. 

Tme records relativo to the military appointment? in Cumberland and Gloucester 
counties, are very imperfect, Tho statements which follow have been compiled 
from various sources. In May, 1775, an attempt was made by the New York Pro- 
vincial Congress, to establish a military organization on the New Hampshire 
Grants, and, on the 31st of that montli, tho commission of brigadier-general of a 
brigado which it was intended should comprise tho militia of Cumberland, Glou- 
cester, and Charlotte counties, was offered to CoL James Rogers of Kent, now 
I/)ndonderry. and was by him refused. In Juno, 1775, Major William Williams, 
Major Benjamin Wait, and Captain Joab Hoisington offered their services to tho 
New York Provincial Congress, respectively, as colonel, lieutenant-colonel, and 
major of a regiment of militia. About the same period, a design was entertained of 
creating two regiments in Cumberland county, one of which was to be called tho 
lower regiment, and the other the upper regiment. On the 15th of August, 1775, 
at Springfield, Simon Stevens, Joseph Marsh, and Benjamin Wait, appended their 
names, as field officers, to the following " true list of the officers in the upper regi- 
ment in Cumberland county, chosen by their respective companies." 



I 
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Towns. 


Captains. 


Lieutenants. 


Ensigns. 


Windsor . . 
Sprtugtlcld . 
Chester . 
Weathernlleld 
Woodstock . 
Hurt lord 
Hertford 
Pomfret . . 
Cavendish 


Abner Bislxio. 
George KarL 
Hilkiah Grout, 
Juab lloi/mgton. 
Joel Marsh. 
Timothv LulL 
Oliver t'Jall. 
Johu Coflcin. 


William ('oo|»r. 
Timothy Spencer. 
Jonathan TarbeU. 
Israel Burlingarne. 
Benjamin Kiniuons. 
Benjamin Wright. 
Aaron Willard. 
John Ferin. 
Thomas Gilbert. 


KlK iiozer Curtis. 
Nathaniel Weston. 
Amos Cile. 
Oliver Kidder. 
William Towers. 
Alexander Brink. 
Asa Taylor. 
JScbuJon Lyon. 
I'hiiieluut Kimball. 



On the 22d of August, 1775, the New York Provincial Congress votod tliat tho 
militia of the counties of Charlotte, Cumberland, and Gloucester should bo formed 
into ono brigade. On tho 2 1st of Novonibcr following, the field officers for the 
lower and upper regiments, and for a regiment of minuto-men, were nominated at a 
convention of representatives from tho towns in Cumberland county, held at West- 
minster. On tho 4th of January, 1770, during the recess of tho New York Pro- 
vincial Congress, tho committee of safety for that colony confirmed the nominations 
of the officers for tho upper regiment and the regiment of minute-men, but refused 
to act upon tho nominations of the officers for tho lower regiment, on account of tho 
political character of some of thoso whoso names wore presented. Thoso to whom 
commissions were given, were, for tho 



UI'I'ER 



Colonel. 


blent -Colon I. 


First Major. 


Second Major. 


Adjutant 




Joseph Ma ran. 


John Barrett. 


HllkUhGriMitLoclMaUhvw.-* 

1 


Tim. Spencer. 


Amos Robinson. 


REGIMENT Or MINUTE MEN. 


ColoneL 


Lieut-Colonel. 


First Major. 


Second Major. 


Adjutant. 


Quartermaster. 




Kelh Smith. 


Joseph Tyler. 




Tim. Fh.lps. 


EUsha Jlawley. 



On tho 1st of February, 1776, the follo-viug officers for the lower regiment were 
nominated at a convention held at Westmitster. These nominations were confirmed 
on tho 1st of March following, by the Now York Provincial Congress. 



LOWEU RLX 1MKNT. 



ColoneL 


Lt -ColoneL 


First Major. 


Second Major. 


AdjuUnt 


Quartermaster. 






Ollrer Lovell. 


Abtjahbovejoy 


SamnMlnotUr. 


Som'l KIctrhiT 
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Oti tho fith of February, n*<5, in a letter dated at Guilford, Benjaniit Carpenter 
chairman of the committee of safety for Cumberland County, communic ted to tho 
New York Provincial Congress, the annexed list of militia ollicers, chosen in the dif- 
ferent towns comprised within the lower regiment. The nominations were cou- 
fimied on the 1st of March. 



COMPANIES IJf THS LOWIM RKQIMEXT. 



Towns. 


Captains. 


First Lieutenant*. 


Second Lieut*. 




Guilford . 

Itmttlrhuroa^h 

Kulliam 

We»tmiii»ler . 

Putney 

Halifax 


St.-ph. Sbetwnlson 
.1 i>li n >erireant 
Jonathan Knictit 
lull n Avi-rtll 
M.IJnli Moore 
Daniel Itirh 


l»»Vhl *>MWell 

Oliver Cooke 
■t<wlnb Htijrdrn 
•J«Ik'X IVrrjr 
Daniel Jcwott 
Benjamin Henry. 


Tlmothv Root 
TiamtliV church 
Daniel kalhan 
Aznriah Wrlulit 
Kptirahn Clay 
Hubert Patterson 


nilllnat'nJoliiitton 
John Ali xandcr 
siien»rd Gates 
William Crook 
Kphratm Pierce 
Kilward Harris 



On the 2 2d of May, 1776, at a convention called for the committees of safety of 
the counties of Cumberland, Ciloujester. and Charlotte, and held at Windsor, Jacob 
Bay Icy, c f Newbury, was chosen brigadier-general, and Simon Stevens, brigade- 
major of the brigade comprising those tliroe counties. 

For the purpose of affording protection against tho savages, the New York Con- 
vention determined, on the 23d of July, 1770. to establish ranging comjianies in tho 
more exposed oountiea of the state. Cumberland and Gloucester counties were 
ordered to raise two hundred and fifty-two men. On the following day. Joub llois- 
ington was appointed major of the rangers in tho two counties. Ou the 6th of Au- 
gust, 177(1, the committees of safety for Cumberland and Gloucester counties met at 
Windsor, an<l uoiniuuted the ofllcers for the four companies into which the rangers 
were to bo formuL Alter considerable delay, the nominations, with a few excep- 
tion.*, were connrmed by the New York Convention. Commissions were granted 
to the following ofllcers on tho 10th of October, 1778, and on the 23d of the same 
month they were sworn to tho faithful discharge of their duties. 

COMPANIES OF TUK KAXUKKK. 



Captains. Kir»t Lieutenant*. 


— 1 

Second Lieutenant*. 


Benjamin Wait, Klisha llawley, 
John Strong, Kldad Bentot, 
Joseph Hatch, Simon Stevens. 
Abner Seclye * Beujamin Whitney. 

* Seelye rertiriiecl his eommtteion on the 28d of December, 1T7< 


Zebulou Lyon, 
John Barnes, 
Amos Chamberlain, 
Jehiel Bobbins. 

• 



Meantime the brigado comprising the counties of Cumberland, Gloucester, and 
Charlotte wns divided. The militia of tho two former counties were formed intoono 
brijjade ; the militia of the latter into another. The command of the Cumberland 
and Gloucester brigade was given to Brigadier-General Jacob Bayley, and to Brigado 
Major Simon Stevens, on the 1st of August, 177C. 

The militia of Cumberland county wero subsequently divided by the Legislature 
of New York into the northern regiment and tho southern regiment. The officers 
of the southern regiment, who received their commissions from the Council ol 
Appointment of that state, on the 18th of August, 1778, were as follows:— 
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SOUTHERN REGIMENT. 



1 

Colonel. Llent.-C<>tonel. 

1 


Major. 


Adjutant. 




Elcazer I'attoreonjJohn Serjeant 


Elkanah Day 


Henry Sherburne 


Richard Prouty 



The companies which were established in this regiment are named in Uie annexed 
list:— 



COMPANIES IX THE SOUTHERN REGIMENT. 



Towns. 


CaptaiLi. 


First Lieutenants. 


Second Lieut*. 




Hinsdale . 
Ouiirord . 
Halifax 

Brattlebo rough 
Kiilbam . 
Putney 

Westminster . 
Rockingham 


Reuben Field 
Am Rico 
Jobn I'anncl 
Timothy Church 
Joslal) A Urn 
Lucas Wilsont 
Michael Gllson 
Move* Wright* 


Timothy Root 
Pctntinh Fitch Jr. 
Jumes Hlakslce 
Daulcl Kethan 
Daniel dishing 
Michael Gllson 
Isaac Reed* 


Jonathan Church 

James Clay Jr. 
Ephraiiu Kanney 


Weightstlll Orvl- 
Mlcuh Rico 
Joseph Stewart Jr. 
Samuel Root 
Sheimrd tiate* 
Nathaniel Lord 
Uonj. Whitney 
Aahur Evans* 



Those officers designated by a* were appointed on tho 2-ltJi of October. 1778* 
That officer designated by a f, was appointed on the 19th of October, 177I>. The 
remainder were appointed on the I8lh of August, 1778. On the l»th of October, 
1779, James I "lay Jr., and Daniel Cushing exchanfred places m the Putney Company. 

The companies which were formed in the northern regiment were these:— 



COMPANIES IN THK NORTHERN RKCJMENT. 



Town*. 


Captain*. 


First Lieutenant*. 






Wcathcrwfleld . 
Sprlngtleld 


Kliplinlet Spafford 
Abner HIsIh e 


Oliver Kidder 
John HUbee 


... 
• . . 

■ m • 


Joseph Douglas* 
Taylor Spencer 



The officers of the Weathersiield Company were appointed on the 24th of October, 



1778. Those of the Springfield company on tho 20th of October, 1779. 

On the 5tli of June and the 24th of July, 1782, the following persons were chosen 
offleere of the 

southern regiment. 



Lt-t'oLComin'd't. 


First Major. 


Second Major. 


Adjutant 


Quartermaster. 


Timothy Church 




a-,.™. 


Joel Blgclow 


Ellsha Plcrco 



On Uie 21th of July, 1782, tho following officers wercchosen to the command or tho 

COMPANIES IN THE SOUTHERN REGIMENT. 



Town*. 


Captain*. 


First Ll«otenanU. 


Second Lieut*. 


Ensign*. 


Rrattlcborough : 
South Comp'y 
North Couip'y 
Guilford: 
i First Comp'y 
1 Second Comn. 
1 Third Compy 
Halifax . . 


Artemaa How 
Richard Prouty 

Joseph Peck 
Daniel Ashcrnft 
Joseph Elliott 
Thomas Baker 


Reuben Church 
John Alexander 

William White 
Jaa. Walsworth Jr. 
Ellsha Root 
Isaac Orr 


Isaac Croaby 
Francis I'muty 

Israel Bullock 
Ilenoni I'utbeth 
Isaac Weld 
Daniel Donaldson 


Rutherford nays 
Jonat'n Alexander 

Josh u * Nurse 
Samuel Stafford 
Simeon Ferrel 
David Lamb 
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Abenaqnt, or Abeneqnls Indians, SO, ASS. 

Abetiaqules of Be k unco nr. OA. 

Adulterv, punishment of. 575. 

Aix la C'hapclle, peace of. 68, 61. 

Albany, 818; treaty at, ft); county town for 
the New Hampshire Grants, 186; design of 
the British to take, SOS. 

Albany ooantr, 875, -491, 8J9, 376; Includes the 
New Hampshire Grant*. 149, 181, SS4, TJft 
765; attempts to divide, 184— 185 . IU unli- 
mited extent. 186; fairs In, 198: disturbance* 
in, 887; exposed to attack, 964; orders to 
the militia of. *;G; act relating to, 58A, 

Atgerlne Captive, 71 J, 111; extract from, 715— 
718. 

Algunkln*, 66. 

Aodover, ITT ; when chartered and settled, 131 
—188. 

Arlington, 48S; consnltation at, 835; report 

concerning. 431 ; Council meet at, 49?, 5_£sL 
Arrest of a dead body, 5iL 
Arson, 574 

Av«|iUnt. 575, 576. 577: office of an, SIX 
Athens, an alarm at. 806. *97. 898. ILL 
Attorney-at law, oath required of an, :■- 1. 

Batnbridge, granted to the sufferers by Ver- 
mont, 546, ML 

Ballot-box. protection of. 569, 571. 512 

Barnard. Incursion at, 8fi ; fort at, 888; rioters 
from. 518, »"><s* Bernard. 

Barney Island. «o. 

Bear story, 7;«, I&i. 

Bellows FnlTsTEshlng at, 101 ; Indian sculptures 

at. 567— aw. 

Bennington. 44.% 4SL. 4s9, 518, 5511. 65L 558. 5C8, 
4W1, Ti<8: when chart* redTW; " mobT"" 237, 
21". 6 7; quarrels Incited by the people of, 
819. 848; battle of, 8i«, » 4, 441, 458. 6W, 041, 
12U; tlrst session of the court at, 820: troop* 
collect at. 440; Jail at, 478, 4j£. 4Jb. 5j*l, 
68 '1: letter* written atTTO K 495, 4&>; ; (roups 
from, iLfi; convention at, 60S. 5£L 

Bennington county, 8, 484; order to the militia 
of, 889 : subdivision of, 408.; troops assemble 
from, 440: sheriff of, 4116. 

Berkshire county, assistance from. 854. 

Bernard, when chartered, 107. Sam* cm Bar- 
nard. 

Bernardston. death of a elUxeo of, 588— 681. 
Bestlalitr, 514. 

Bethel, incursion at, 888: fort at, 888, 888, 884; 

an attack anticipated at, AIL. 
Blasphemy. 57 1. 

Bo-tun, restraint on the people of, 815; Inci- 
dents connected with the siege of, 610 — 645. 

Block-house*, how built. 96 

Bradford, when chartered, 188, 184; early set- 
tlement at. 189, 140. 



Branding, 841, 846. fill Kfi, filfl. 

Brattleborongh. 849, 861. 875, 876. 897. 481. 487. 
484, 418, 506. 071, 7ol. 702, 704. 7_i*i when 
cTTarteredrnii. H*.\"]T»B; grantsTn, 141; road 
to Chester from, 177; road through, 194; 
county committee meet at, 27-, 491 — 897, 
750; friendly to New York. 891. 894, 898: 
committee of, 295, 842, 869, 461, 411 ; meeting 
of those friendlv to New York. at. 8 0, 811 
—814, SiX W5/840. 859, 87«, 878, 506, fall; 
town meeting at, 8J0, 819. 419: sentiments 
prevalent lit, 845, 448. 756; arrests in, 889, 
ili 722 : representation rrotn. 416, ILL 58* ; 
convention at, 4&1; inilltlii of, 4-Mi, 453, 475. 
772. 114; commotion at, 4+0, 414, 4157 
HZj quarter* of Vermont officers at, ■' 1" ; 
attack on the Inn at, 6JJ ; Vermont troop* 
assemble at, 514. 515 : pardon of citizens <•(, 
636: Indian inscriptions at, 589—591; epi- 
taphs at. T II . i census of, IALl. 

Brlbery denounced, 57 1 , 512. 

Brldirman '■ Fort, 96; Incursion near. 86; burned 
by the Indians, 89; disastrous affair at, 74 — 

British In Canada, negotiations with, 8*\ 881, 
40^ 414— 414. 4 If,, 41 'j. 421, 422. 4<il. 4jj, 47H. 
4S5. fiLSi 505, ISTliL 

Brooklln. . Incident at, 896— 899. 

Bunker Hill, ftLL 

Burglary, punishment of, 575. 676. 

Burial, a strange. 5-£l, ii4. 

Burk's Garrison, 67. 

Hurtling of Koyalton, 898—895. 

Bury lug-ground at Westminster, 814, 815. 

Caledonia county, 6 

Cape Breton war, 88. 60, 68. 94. 

Capital offences, 674. 5M, 

Cattle, seizure and sale of, 866—853. 

Caucus, call for a. 5iKL 

Caughnawaga, Indian* at, 48, 84, 678, 787 ; cap- 
tive* at, 891. 

Cavendish, when chartered, 180; Incident* 
oonnected with the settlement of, 141 ; mili- 
tia of. ILL 

Cbarlestown, origin of the name of, 88; fort 
at, 6T. 68; force* at, 81 : IncidenU at, 8S, 91, 
94; attack on, 86, 86, 87, 88 ; meeting at, 4U1 

liEi. y.im'.rr four. 

Charlotte county. 8«T. 465. 875, 8S4. 8M. 885, 
490, 491, 492, '-99, 8W, Sifl, 855, 876; mi- 
litia of. 849, 850, 45TrS57>r 456. 866, 770, 
771, 772 ; ail vice to, 454: exnoocd to attack, 
4*4; act relating to, 52:1: division of, 554, 
655. 

Chenango county, 546, 541. 

< V shire count v, *L±, iLSL 154. 

< )>, -ler. :«->. LsaLliii oil; when chartered. 109, 
684; selected as a cunty town, 187, 148; at- 
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tempt to overawe the court at. 164—186; 
threats to pull down the jail at, 172; descrlp- 
linn uf Ihr Jail at. 178-1*2; removal of 
county buildings from, 1*8. 1*4: |Mtriotlc 
in. . tine- au 197, 198, *H, 8l>6, 279; friendly 
to a now state, 2*18; town meetings at. 258, 
635, 653 : the committee of, 65ri: census of, 
T40; re prcaentatlvo from, 754; tnllltta of. 



iff 



Chimney I'otnt, the first settlement In Ver- 
mont wot of the Orr«n mountains, 24. 
I link, description of a. 213. 
Chrlstlaiil <• the Indian*. effort* to, 17, IS 23. 
» Ml niucers, IUI of, 7«— 770 
Clapps 11111,61. 
t Isrencvvillo. JJiL Ilifi. 
Clinton county, .'w 

< Union township, grant* In, 5*4— 547, 757— 

TBI! 

Coghran's Fort, 83. 

('olden countv proposed, 182, 188. 

Columbia college, 1*0. 

Confiscation, :I27. *£- 

CnngrricatlonallMs, division* nmong. 911. 

Congress, resolve* of. 298, 313, 85o, 852. 855. 
:«'.». K6.\ 870. 87ft. 877. +W, 418, J*L fiit **"7. 
4»-. 4i'.|/. 47m, 471, 47\ iTS, 4*1, 4-1, 4-2, l^f, 
±:L\ j".'. HH. -Vm» BEE iaaL TO[ <-'"■ 159: 
. lemporlring conduct .if, .W, 

8877 8«>. •4>l**l to, 388, 849, 8*1. 4(Mi. 
6j&; re|iort to, 35*. AM>, 223.: action of, "de" 
nounocd. 868: attempt* to obtain an opinion 
from, 867, 45v M2. 52H. 525 . Interview with, 
8-1. 876: remonstrance against the conduct 
of. 8*2; the position of, 4j^ 437. 451 : letter 
t". 457 : antument before a committer of, 
468. 6s"< ; sentiments towards. 47*; act ad- 
mit! fng~"Vrrmont Into the Union. 588. 064; 
act of, 59JL, petition to, 622, 628, 66j ; secret 
session of. 722, 723. 

Connecticut, influence of tin- law* of, on Ver- 
mont legislation, 678, 574, 579; land* assigned 
to, 785^ Tjii 

Conspiracies, acta for the punishment of, 432, 

4*t, 0.78. 

Constitution of Vermont, 8"*, 820, 828, 849; 

Ita adoption. 297. 566— 56*; epitome of, &JiB 

—672 ; revK-d, 7iri, TjJSL 
Contrast, the first American play. 71L Hi 
Coo*. Intruded settlement at, 62; meaning of, 

6*6: county of, 5sii. 5*7. 
Coosiiek*. an Indian tribe, 6*6. 
Cornish, noted for it* white pir.es. 146. 
Corporal punishment, H41, 346, 574, 575. ,V7jV 

5i7. 579, J2I; Infliction of. 5*2, 
Councillor. 5"4. 5^ fjli, 5*1.""T? 
Council of Appointment, 821, 822, 823, 422. 42*. 

4j*i 4jii jjji iii*, fiaa. 772. 

Council of (Vn«.n\ 5*2. 662, 

Counterfeiting, punl-hmerit of. 576. 

Court-house. 291. 294,299. 854: permlaalon to 
build oue at Cheater, 178; description of one 
built by Tboinas Chandler, 176. 177 : descrip- 
tion • t "tic at Westminster, 1*4 — 1*6: fight 
and occurrence* In that at Westminster, 9)9 
—236; at Windsor. &JH, 

Court house Hill 1*5. 

Court part v. 216, 282, fi&L 

Courts of justice established, 187, 160, 1C1, 1-2, 
183. 195. 196, 571. 

Creed prrscrlliod. 5Tfl. 

Cromwell's Irnnsldrs, '93; troops, £24, 

Croa* of Are, 228. 

Crown Point, road to, 26*; prisoners taken at, 

661, 

CumberUnd countv. 185, 299, 868. 4J£, 498; 
origin of name of, 1 ; boundaries of, J, 2, 8, 4, 
6, «. 195. 554: charter of, disallowed. 8, 141; 
when erected, 186, 634, 6*ii ; provisions of (lie 
act of Incorporation of. 187 : charter irranted 
by th« King to, 142, 178. Ml; records of. 148, 
647; territory north of, 169, 160; petitions 



of Inhabitants of, lf», 170, 17ft. 176, 181. 1W, 
191. :■>> '■>. : census of. 1*7, 745: re |. re-en 
tntlves In the New York As-vmbly from. 
1**. .161. 367; laws relative to, 136—189, 1*9 
—196, 5£Li friendly to the cause of the colo- 
nies, -.'m. i>M. 2o4, 215. 216,242; appropiia- 
t Ion* fur, 2M-. Si 9: meetlnic of eonunltiee of, 
248; conxress of, 245; delegates in the New 
York Provincial < onitrrsa fr«>rn, 246, 250. 254, 
25\ 268; oindition of. 247, 2*2, 870. 871; 
means to defend. 24*. WKV gfi2; power to d«- 
lecate* from. 249. 25N-260; militia of. 249, 
951, VA, 266. 267. 275, *A. 815. 856, 857, 3.**, 
872, 878, 877—879, 42*, 7V9, 157_; convention 
of, i'lO, 267, 26*. 4Jil ; ad vTc? to. 252, 258 : loan 
to. 255; committee i.f safety of, 257. 262. 277, 
87*. 804. 800. 806, fill; supplies to. 262. 268, 
264; ran iters for, 265, 286— 2*9. 3<m; discus- 
sions relative to, 270, 294—297 ; report con- 
cerning. 271—274; disaffection In. 2*8— 285, 
846—849; measure* for the welfare of. 2*9— 
294; memorials eoneernlnc. 6, ;Ui7, 4t'.l, 
4 ; letters to the Inhabitant* of, 812— STlt 
45- ; reconstructed, 815; Justice In. 817, 81S; 
appeal to Congress In behalf of. X24: views 
of the citizens of, 825, 756. 756: enlarged, 
826; estate* In, conftscated, 82S; mllltla 
ordered to, 8:19; preparation* to maintain the 
rights of New York In, 851 ; agent from, X58, 
8*1 ; letter* from committees of, 878. 874, 
876; plan of new Jurisdiction In. 400 — Vt; 
*iibdlvi*ion of, 408, 404: officer* appointed 
In, 4iU», 481, M6TWM. 684. 685. ft)-. i-M, 
W7. tlTT.^-. n^i.T^n. TgT ^^THK fT?: 7i'», 
7BT ■ .8; report concerning citizens of. M-'. 
548; lands granted to citizens of. '.tl-MTT 
757—760; proceedings In, 720: division uf, 
Into district*. 748, 744; statement of the 
Judges of. 746, 7477 

Cumberland, town of. census of, USl 

Cursing, punishment of, 577. 

Darthmouth coll-ge, 825, 889, 59*, 602. Bt 
Pawes lilacs-. 627. 

Derrfleld, first attack on, 8 ; second attack on, 
10, Ml. 669J, fate of Inhabitants of, 11 ; third 
attack, on, 12; defence at, 67, 68. 

Drfomatlon. trial for. 881, 410. 111. 

lsrrluncc. Fort, at Barnard, 888. 

Dighton Rock, 588, UdL 

Dorset convention, 229, 264, 268, 269, 282, 288, 

754. 

L>ra|>er, when i tiurtered, 99; road through, 
194 ; sentiments In. 825, 756. 

.*>< Wilmington. 

Dresden. 8V.\ 8*9. 

Druukennrss, punishment of, 570 

Dun. in. r. Fort. 15. 42. 50. 52. 58. 54. 60. 61, M, 
68, 67. 6*, 7«. 74, 78, 87, 91, 98, 227, 248, 800, 
807. 786. 727. 740 : plan of 16; *uppllr*~lil7 
17. 26; garrisoned by friendly Indian*. 18; 
attacked, 18; late of a scouting party from, 
19; used as a truck-house. 20, 21. fill *; garri- 
son at Increased. 28: treaty at. 24, 072, 186— 
7 ; defences of, strengthened. 27; descried 
by the Indian*. 28; dispnte as to what go- 
vernment should maintain It, 29 -82, 79, 80; 
well-located, 88, 84; Importance of. 87. 89; 
repaired, 40; encounters Dear, 48. 45. 47, 48; 
sermon at. 49; troubles at. 81, 82; flrsl set- 
tlement In the state of Vermont at, 104. 

Dummer meadows, 16 

Dummcrston, 228, 281 ; circumstance* con- 
nected with the settlement of. lift— 1n9: ex- 
tracts from the record* of, 200—248, 281, 750; 
patriotism of, 200; revolutlonarv measure* 
at. 201—2118, 206, 215, 220; patriotic meeting 
at, 204. 806: rage of the people of. 224; mani- 
festo from. 861, 862; drafts In, 878; remon- 
strance from. 410; the edge of. 445; mllltla 
of, 616; levies from. 5HJ ; occurrence at, 5*4, 
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Dnmmerstonl&n, a fiery. 72ft. 
Dutcbc* county, 819; act reUtire to, 193. 
Dutch lloosac, attack on. 66. 
DiiycUuck*' ( yclopa-dla of American Litera- 
ture, extract ii Miu. 711 — 714. 

Kir. punishment of cutting off the, 340, 575. 

Eastern Union, 825. 402, 408. 4C4. 415, 41-1, 419. 
4i£i_ 

EiIih .ilinh prorldon fur, 57n. 

Elizabeth, brlgantlne, (118: laden wltli tit* pro- 
porty of Ho»Uni cilltcn*, SI4 — 617: captured, 
OK 019, till; libel against, r-i2; not forfeited, 

Eng'nnd law* of, 6s2: church of, 148. 

EplLiph, on Jemima Tote, 76 : on Caleb How, 
77; on William French, 216; on Jonathan 
Tute. 7o«, TOT; on Anto* Tote, 7"7 ; on 
KnyallTvlcrnii : on Samuel Wella, 725j on 
John Kllburn. 

Equivalent lands. 18, 14, 15, 68 ; description of, 
I -5— H»\ 7jJ2. IM. 

E«rt county, 6. 

Eulogy on Washington, 863 — 665. 

Fair captive, account of the, 75, T6, 704, 

*»>7. 

Falrleo. 82<; when chartered, lt9, 130; grant-* 
In, 141. 

Fair*, law establishing, 198, 193. 
Fall Town Gore. Ntt 
Falmouth, treaty at, 54, 61. 
Kiil-i- witness, .'it l 
Fane, when chartered, 99. 

Xrm Xne/on*. 
Fanenll Hall, To*. 

Farmer* Weekly Mn-curn, a newtpaper, 713, 
718. TI4: extract from, 662. (KkV 

Famhatn, iu£: grant in, 7j±l 

Fl.imstcad, when cturten 1, W9. CKtMer. 

Forfeiture, 574. 576. 577. 51*. 514. 

Korgery. punishment for. 516. 577. 

ForitnVd house*, how built, 54. 

Freedom and Unity, the motto of Vermont, 

French war. 81-98, 215, ISO. 

Kr -li river, aaiue n« the Connecticut, 138. 

F .lend* of Liberty. 313. 

Fulham. It 9. :>••.! : name how spelled 1'*«. 108; 
grants In, 141 : M'ntiment* In, 835. lau: com- 
mlttee of, 815. 859; troubles at, 886; census 
of, 145.; militia of. 778^ Hi 

tie* liumntertUm. 

(fallow*. sitting on the, 514, 

Gaming, punishment of, 577. 

Garrison life. 55—58. 

Gentleman, the title of, 357. LilL 

Gloucoler cotintv, 4, 315. 876. 4'»l; boundaries 
of, 5, ft. 554. 655: petition for the e*tabll»b- 
mcnt oif, 159: formed, 16>\ 161; petition* of 
citlten* of, 109, 17u, 191 : e . n*u» of, ls7. 1X8, 
745: laws relative to, 189. 19 i. 528, 5J4, 545 ; 
me, ting of committee of, 348: delegate to 
represent. 347 : miHtU of, 319. 35». 351. 355, 
2.VT, *0d, 375. *>.\ 4fcj; advice to. 353: sup- 
piles for, 368. 304; rangers of, 365,378,374, 
2s6— 2s». m>. 3_*K convention of. 367, 368, 
4nl. 4 .3; condition of, *S8, 3*4, 385; com- 
nil-sdonei* for. 34; measure* fur the welfare 
of. 29 f— 292. 3 9; disallowed 815; civil and 
military officer* In. Tfft— 77X. 

Goldcnstown, 1(H. .W JiMlingham. 

Goodrich's Garrison, 67 

Governor mountain. 111. 

Governor's right*. 14"; meadow, fiSX. 

Graf on county, 4M. 4 2. 

Grafton, town of, when chartered HI, lit, 
ILL 

Grants, the abbreviation of New Hampshire 
Grants, 145, 159, It*, 10», 170, 187,809,877, 



982, 285, 391. 8 6, 210, 813, 818, 815. 820. 831. 

837, 885, 83s. 851. 861. 8*4. 870. 871. 874. 876, 

876, 8M. 899. *U. 4f3, *i7. Alt 414 4ls. 42vL 

432, 43i 4IL 4iL 402, 404, 4'^. 4M. 4'i7, 4lgC 

TTT m: tii can, ivit, ivt'i, &vt, gts, 

6M I. 0N|. 691. 7-'T 

Great Britain, hatred to, 196 

Great Kails. Indian inscriptions at, 688 591 ; 
notice oC 670. BL flli. 152- 

*e zW/r-irs >Vj««. 

Great Gun, 87. 47. 48. 78. 

Great Meadow, 18. 14. 80, 81. fill : settlement 
on, 37 ; garrison at, attacked 85. 86 ; descrip- 
tion of fort at. 69 ; appearance of, 70 ; fott at, 
turned Into a dwelling. 93, 98. 

Oreat river. I8JL Sitme <(* < •mrurli, ut rir+r. 

Green Mountain Boys, 836, 384. 887, 888, 
889, 868, 868, 497, 567, 054, 739J conn, 

m — 

Guildhall, when chartered. 190, 
\ Guilford 811. 861, 421, 427, 433. 48a 510. .'97, 
<IT4. f.s4, Jikt, wTien "chartered. 110. Ill; 
grants In. Tit 171, 172; mllliia of. 224. 2-27, 
486. 450. I6JL 778. H3; committee of, 395, 
SI7T833. 8i», SSOIL 4JV. 4ISi sentimenU In, 
835. 483, Sun. .VM. 7.V»: tax levied on citizens 
ot SffiT; election at. 866; drafts In. 873; In- 
cident at, 87s; address from, 4I5j represen- 
tation from. 416. 417. 53S ; town meeting at, 
430. 424, £22.: a republic, 121 : loyal to New 
York, 424 — >26.48^45lL4Jo_lai:pr<M- V cdings 
at, 444, 445j 475, 470, ILL 4s£ 5j£j, 5UL. 52o ; 
rebellion at, 44(1; tyni|uitb) for, 4il ; foray 
at, 4.''2. 4-Vl. 4.m ; liberality of the people at, 
4Wi: letter to the citizens of, 5uU_; tight at, 
£14— 519; troop* stationed at, 531, 537; 
l>aniel fplccr killed at, jjfci— 831 ; pardon 
of citizens of, 5M; census ot 74S! 

Guilfonllte*, 419, 425, 531 ; their ttatriotisni, 
243; their attachment to New York, .'Ml-; 
their fenr, 444: Allen's proclamation to 
them, 445.; theTr arrest, 60s, StO. 

Halifax. ML, 42L 437, 482, TI9i when char- 
tered, 96, tTTTrierullv to New York, 369, 
811); dlsturlMtnce at, :iln. 411. 5L1 : sen- 
timents in, 825. 423. 7.V) . romiiiUie.- of, ;2iS>, 
461.411 ; draft* In. 878 ; alarm at, 397 ; town 
meeting at, 420: militia of, 4-W: sutimiiwlon 
of the citizens of. 6u3: tn».|.« at, 61 1. 5l* ; 
census of. 745; militia of, 772, 778. 

Hardwtek. t.V~. 

Hartford, 41L 4S6; when chartered, 112; 
gran'* In, 141 : favors a separation from 
New York, 276; census of, ,45; militia of, 
ILL 

Hartland, 69S, «9£i when rhartereil. 114, 116; 
rioters ifoim, 54': fight at, 51W, »M 
"5*7 lltrtfurd. 
Harvard college, 691, lui 
Hatfield atUekeil, s, 9. 
Haverhill burned 13. 
Hawks'* Garrison, 67. 
Hazeli toail. 412. 
Herkimer countv, oiu. 

Hertford, now Hartland. 838; when *ettled, 
114, 115; grnnu In, 141 : road to Chester 
from, 177: troubles at, 429, 430 ; census of, 
745: militia of. TIL 

nighwav rohlM-rv, punishment of, 5*5. .'»Tfl 

Hill. Kort, 27, 68, 

Hins'lalr. now Vernon. 811. 861. 430. 607: fort 
at. 36: when chartered, lot, MH, |f«: title 
to lands In. 170, 171 ; committee of 295. 819, 
834, 859; legal investigation *!. 817. His; 
sentiments in. 835, 765 ; ccii-us of, 746 : 
militia of Hi 

Illnsdcirs or lllniulale's Fort, 37. 48. 49. 62. 68. 
7«. 24». 1M: attack on the soldiers of, TI, 7>; 
rangers at. s'i. 7nr, 

Hinadell » mill. sklrmUb at, 36. 
I Hor*e-racin(, puniahment of, 677. 
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Hospital Point, proposed as a county town 
133. 

Incest, punishment of, 674, !n!i. 

In.li.4n P.:,.|, 21. :it. 41. 

In-lun KWk at Braltleborough. b*±—ffl. 

Indian*. &*g. ftft> : tri'alv with, 21. 644. ft?". &L1 
786— 7SS ; vestige* ofi 124, IW5 ; Incursion iif 
lit Raniurd, Hv.> ; attack of, on Koyalton 
8s3— 895: false alarm concerning. 890— 399 
d»-preilatlous of. Hi; settlements of, 5SV- 
6*1 ; picture-writing of, 5*7— 692. 

Industry, l» n. of, ai*L 

Iroquois Indians 6, M 

Jail, description of. at Chester, 178— 175, 177; 

description <.f. at Westminster, IdS, 
Jamaica, grant -f, Mt 
Jericho, grants in. 544, Cell. 
John alreet tli4 Bir.7Hi. 

Kent, census of, XJ1L, 

Kilburn's Kurt, account of the fight at, 74, 131 
-74J. 

Kliig>bury county proponed, 188. 

Kii --l.iirv, town of, proposed a* a county 

t<4wn. 182. 
King'* cdlege, 144. 

Klnirsland, a county town, 180; location of 

161. 17S. 
King's Own regiment. 613. 
King William* war, 98. 

Land Office, proceeding* of the commission- 
cm of the New Vork. 544 546, 757— 7Go. 

Lands method of granting, 1 S". 141. 170. 

law ful aiilhoritr. act to uphold, 846. 444. 

Ix-wl. It* value. 264. 

letter, punishment of wearing a, 616. 

Lexington, battle of. 75 1. 

Ltbeltoai Urttom.tM.Mt. 

Ijbertv-mrn, 827. 

License laws 1*9, 190, S75, iUL 

List of civil anil military officers 70S— 77*. 

Londonderry, 249, 77i)| probably the seen* 
ofMelvlnsflgbt,4fc 

Lord's day, obscrvam-o of. .Vg, 579, 5S0. 

lit] alist, tllli. ffiW. TiJi 72jf. Sk 

Lucas's Garrison. 67. 

Luncnhurgh, ft>5; settlement at, 184; charter 

of. Oft:, Qte. 
Lying, punishment of, 511. 
Lyme, kindness of the people of, SOL. 

Manchester county proposed. 188. 

M.i..-'.- t4iw n'44f, re|>ort concerning, 4S1 ; 
C4>nventlon at, ftfls 

Manslaughter, punishment of, .**4 

M.4i|nii> l.nli in-, l(i. 

Market*, law establishing, 194. 198. 

Marlborough, i.'7, >"l : conflict with the In- 
dians at. 4.1: when chartered. »7. filJL Ami ; 
a half shin- ttiw n, ISA, 4t>4: Incidents at, 276, 
ill Hi. sentiments in, :t?:.. ~M; men 
drafted at. 872, 878 ; hlstorr of. 895Texclte- 
1.14 nt at, 897—399; soldier*' at. iML 61 i, 511 ; 
iuperlor court at. 452— 465. 492—496, M : 

C4»tnmilt f. 461. 4J[L; militia of, 616; 

pardon of citizen* of, 686; a preacher at 
tttl : letter from. 094 : eirTy settlers of. 72S. 
122; ci'nstt* of, IjZl 

Ma*c4>s<pi>'4-g or J'eataenok Indians IS. 58. 

Massachusetts, northern iHinndary line of 
settled. 611; claim of.3Un. 807. 86ft: adjudica- 
tion »n the claim of 864. ao\ 696 : sympathy 
of.iau.4ALJly.ai2.ilfl.lUa; eorrespon.lcncV 
with. Ml ; Idea of annexing Vermont to, 
fill: grants bv. TjVViat 

Massachusetts r\.rt, :«, 84. 58, 54. 61. 62, 66, 
67. 70. SI. S3. 91; f.ir.-c of. Increased. 89. 

«lassii< re ut Westminster. 8»I9 841. 39S, 409, 

410. sua. QB aaL ftw. 443, eta, m». <ttt 
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(lL^ tu2. 6-0, <?.<>. C?9. 706. 719. 780. 786. 730. 
746— 765. — 
Masting tr.-es. reserved for the use of the king, 
14=t. 144: malicious prosecution for cutting, 
146-I.Vt 

Me. ting-honse. description ut a, 811—814. 
Mlddleburv college. KK. f*R. 
Military offl<-ers, ll»i"5f7T7o-7W. 
Military road aero** Vennont. 91, 98, 
MilltlaUws HM2. ■■Bt.1 4gt, 6HI. 
Mill prison, 4j£ 

Mob, name given to the Amerlrans 816, 819, 
8*4. 

Mohawk Indians T 

MtntiMincry county, &J/L 

Monlpelier. 8s8; Indiana encamp near. 890. 

Muoretown or Muretown, 188, 1(0, 88*. St* 

Bradford. 
Murrisiin's Uarrison, 6T. 
M.iunt lndcp,-nilence, camp at, 6C 
M tinier. Bl 
Mutilation, &LL 

Nassau Hall, TOO. 

Nepisinques Indiana, 64. 

Neutrnls 849; numlM-r of, 82S. TTift, ISfi. 

Newbnrv. 404. 40S. av%: Ineblents eonn«ct<sl 
with the settlement of, 124—124, 444; pro. 
posed as a county town, 1-S2; grants near. 
Ml ; (elected aaa'euunty town, 141 ; a mili- 
tary station, 875. 800; shire of, »l\ S24; 
plan to atuck, tts!!, :WI; Indian settlementa 
at. 5-<;, B8T. 

NewT^nnecticut, uHa* Vermont, 8SS, 8SS, 

New-nine, 811, 480; the supposed locality of 
-M. Uiii'« tight. 42 ; w hen chartered. 99,'luO, 
675: a C4>utity town, 1*4: M-ntlments In, 
825. 15jL militia of, 844; false Indian alarm 
at, '9'; superior court at, S£L Wt. 602 ; 
Inehli-nt at, 7w. 710; census of, 7J&. 

New HainsteaHToow Chester, *«, 484. Ots. 
4-°<V: when charU'resI, 109; pro pose* I as a 
1 ..nut v town, 183. 188. 

New Hampshire. 669. 540. 594 : limits of in- 
creased, 26: dispute concerning the New 
Hampshire Grants, between New York anil, 
12*. 248; boundaries of, 129. ISO, 41i; Juris- 
diction on the " 1 i runts,** of, 191 ; union with 
Vermont of sixteen town* In, 886. 827; ad- 
vice to. 864, 846; dismemberment of, 402, 

ULIii. iai- 

New Hampshire Grants 448. isA W, 479. 719. 
728. L^. 789 - disputes concernfngT I2>, 5l£ 
,1ji. iti. .V.'.'.. »'■' _7:>1 : includi'd In Albany 
c.iiintv. I.ll. 7 li- Tt>>; attempt* to divide, 
182—1*4: military and civil condition of, 
135, 1H4. HO; petition of the InhabiUnU of, 
1 >".:•. 17": ■ n-'i 1- "f the r.>iitr.ners> cot* (I n- 
ing, 178. 178. 648. 545: road through a por- 
tion of. 194: pntri44tism of, 806; i.lru «f 
forming a state In, 844. 864, 840, 80s 849, 
ilil : alienation of. 8*1 : formed Into the 
state of Vermont, 8s«, SOASS" - militia of, 
ordered to rep4»rt, 8o5 : |iri4li^»t against the 
separati.in of. 811 — 814: resolves of Con 
gri-M respecting. 86ft. 864. 80ft. 470^ 111; -itti- 
davlt concerning, 874 : title* to land on, 421 
report relative to. 582. 623; early settler on, 
f»>8: aubmi>«fon of. til ; property owned on, 
626, 621; surveyor on, fit 1 <See" (fritHtM. 

New Marlborough, when chartered, 97, BIS; 
road through. 194. 

New Ni'therland, northern limit of, 18S. 

New Stamford, road through. 194. 

New stale's men, 8J0. 880, 878, 58X 

New Taunton or Number One, now Westmin- 
ster, terms of the grant of. &s— 41. 

New York, disputes concerning the New 
Hampshire Grunt* between New Hamp- 
shire and. 18S, 189, 8** : »wun<larle« of. 180, 
&fil; dislike to the jurisdiction of, 816, 243. 
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2 >. 960, 276; ord I to raise men, 854; 

opinion* relative to a separation from, 975 
— 27"*, 395. 755—757 ; alienation from. 2S1, 
2-.', enmity between Vermont ami. !J-M 
8o6,81il; denial »f the Jurisdiction of Ver- 
inont by frieiuU of. 816 — 81s; correspond- 
ence concerning the rights of. 390 — 323; 
|>enieciition of the subjects of, 88ft, 870; dc- 
Aiince to. :'.(.V,f,l; delegation from. 849, 850, 
858, 855. 342, :M, 457. 459, ; advice lo, 
844, 865. 467; eleeITm r w _ oT SBV 863 ; peti- 
tions to tireT-cgislature of, 876, 415. 41 S, 510. 
5H. hit 559, 6 >6, 6U7, 6S3; dismemberment 
of. 403. 417 : (leterinlnntion of the friends ofc 
43S; commission* from, 45o: condition of 
the friends of, 4*5. 5o6, 507, 5111; net* con- 
cerning the citizens of. 3" 1 -', Bg8j 681, 535, 513, 
M4 : proceeding* and ai-Ltof the Legislature 
of. 861, 869, 461, 522 — 595, 558. 554. NK 559. 
.'■On, 564. 5tV.7JC4, 14J ; grants onSnTToTFie 
»iiffcrTnj{"eTnxen» of, 542—647, 757—760; ad- 
mission of Vermont Into the Union lavnred 
by, 558—564; adjudication concerning, 536; 
Council, TIP 
New York Committee of Safetv. 253, 619, 720, 
142. 

New York Convention, 968, 96X, «S4, 2S3; 

commission from, 966; proceedings of. 270 

—274. 2*9—994, 640, 772; obnoxious letter 

K97T.973: lo«n"By, 2"T 
New York Council of Safety, 999; letter of, 

23S. 

New York, General Assembly of, representa- 
tives In, lss, ft 15. fi4A Ifil; remuneration of 
representatives in, 108; last meeting of, 103, 
106. 21S, 98S. 

New York l'rovlnctal Congress 245. 24S, 249, 
256, 981, 6«i. 641, 644^ 647^ 64*. 72!'. 7'Vi, 766. 
77u. 771, HZ"; "delegate* in, ai&TIT.TOT.Sn, 
733 ? T6T. 770 : letter to, 960, 261; name 
changed, 263 ; extracts from journal' of, 264, 
US. 

New York Provincial Convention, 944, 247, 

643, 76i. 

Nuiit-wnlklng. punishment of, 37s. 
Northflcld. 67, 24S, Oil 011 ; settlement at, 7 ; 

depredations at, a, 52; abandon**), 10. 
North Haven, lit*.', settler of, 50 1. 
Norton's tavern, 63a £11 ; a representation of, 

221. 

Norwalk, burning of. fiOA 
Norwich, 89s, 602, U£l: first called Norwhlch, 
119: settlement of, 118; a shire town, 404; 
census of. 7 15. 
Number One or New Taunton, now Westmin- 
ster, terms of the grant of. 5S — 61, 101; list 
of the grantees or proprietor* of. 73s, 7:E> 
Number Two, now Rockingham. 10T - 
Number Tliree, now Walpole, fort at. 74'V 
Number Four, now Cliarlestowtt, 97. 31. 33, 86, 
41, 48, 45, 40. 59, 53, 54, 61. 62, HI. s9, 90, 91 ; 
attacked and valiantly defended, 33 ; other 
attacks on, 89, 40, 64. 

Oath, reonlred. fdl ; commissioners to admi- 
nister. iJiL Ifi& 
Oneida Indians 5J6, 
Oorondnx Indians 84. 

Orange county ( S . V . i, 991 ; exposed toattark, 
264. . 

Orange county ( Vt), 4, ft, 148, 161 ; boun- 
daries of. 408. I 'i 

Order of KimTln Council, of Julv 20th. 1764, 
IIS. 122. I3U, 145. 146, 169, 170, 171, 191, 201, 
350, 5«12. is*. il70. 

Orleans county, ft. 

I'ardon. offers of. 847, 843. 
Paris pence of, 72S. 

Pem ham. 412; incursion at, 405, 40o, fi£± 
Pelham, torTSS. 40, «7. 



Pennsylvania, similarity between the consti- 
tution of Vermont ana that of, SSL 
Penobscot Indians 62. 
Perjury, punishment nf, fiTrt. 
Philip's war, T. ft. 

Picture writing of Indians, 537 — 599. 

Pigwiiekct, fight at, 5S5 

Pillory, puuisbment of the, 576, 562, Cai 

Pitt county proposed, 182. 

Plymouth, when chartered, 113. 

Poetic aerount of the Westminster Massacre, 

284,285,161 
Polygamy, punishment of, 515. 
Pomfret. 411. 4*6; when chartered, 10T, 114; 

minister at, ; census of, 745 ; militia of, 

Hi- 
Poor law, 5s0. 

Population of the New Hampshire Grants, 

180, 181, 184, 185, 1ST, 198, : r' 
Pownal, when chartered, 93; road through, 

194. 

Presents to the Indians 84, 85. 

Presidential elector, 662. 

Press, freedom of the, 371. 

Profunity, punishment of, 577. 

Propagation of the gospel, society for the, 142. 

Protestant religion, 569. 

Putney. 811, 361. 875, 376. I.'m 1-f, 677, <'<■-: 
when chartered, 6s 04. jjai ; incidents <-on- 
neeted with the settlement of, 95, 96, 104, 
1 os, 605; grants In, 141; riots at, 172, 178, 
ISO, iVTJT anger of the people, 224: disaffec- 
tion in, 251. 252; committee of, 295. 385, 
889, i'.03; sentiments in. 325. 756; rescue at, 
:tt4. *Ht 840; citizens of, arrested, 889; 
election prevented at. 860; drafts In. 878; 
false alarm at, 896—899 ; militia of 515, 772, 
Hi; church at, filfli; census of, 743 

Prpowder, courts of, meaning of the name, 

Randolph, Indians encamp In, 888; incursion 
at, 800, 899. 

Rangers, life of. 71—73 : established. 264, 265, 
772; command of, 966 — 26s; conduct of, 
2707271. 2s6— 2t#; report concerning. 278— 
275; disaffection among, 279 ; wages of, paid, 
282; ordered to march, 299, 8oo. 

Rape, Hi. 

Ravnham Hall, name proposed for Wood- 
stock, 116. 

Rcadcaborough, road through. 194. 

Reading, when chartered, 113. 828; comma 
moratlve stones at, 65, 64, 591. 

Regulators, 55 1 . 

Religion protected, 569, 373. 

Rescue at Putnev, 

Rice s Fort, 88, 67, 78. S6. 

Riots, severe acts to prevent, 840, 841, 844, 
alii. 

Road laws 188. 139. 1*9. 194, 193. 

Rusds from Lake Champlain to Connecticut 

river, 21, 22, 23, 82, 51, 44, 75, S3, 84, 85, 91, 

92. 

Rockingham, 811, 828, 861, 420, 423; when 
chartered, 100, 101. 104: meeting of civil 
officers at, 185: settlements at, 17s ; efforts 
to make it a countr town, 179; patriotism 
of, 217, 21*. 224. 288;' friendlv to a new state, 
269; committee of, 385, 350: disturbance at, 
836: remonstrance from, 412. 410: mi'ltla 
of. 515. 733, 77J1; census of, 7 13 : reprcsenta- 
tlves from, 751 ; sentiments In, "56. 

Royal tavern.~52T, 222. 

Royal ton. 8s't, 554 ; the attack on and burn- 
ing <if. 804— 8S5T 

Rutland county, troops assemble from, 440. 
SAL 

Rutland, town of, trial at, 829, ISM); Council 
meet at, 527 : outbreak a". 551 : General 
Assembly meet at, fatt, 

Ryswlck, peace of, t. 
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Rahbath. observance of. SA f»7>. fiSH 

Haltash. former name of Plymouth, 118. 

Pan < "irk. attack on. 66. 

Sartw ells Kurt. 24, 27 ; Mm 16*. 

S.-it nrday evening, observance of, .'»•<>■ 

Pcatacook Indian*. IS, 28. 

Scouting expeditions, routes nt Is, 19; or- 
mnixnt, 89 : Journal of, 670. fiLL 

Sculptures by the Indians .V>; - 54M. 

Hervlce. a punishment, 882, 841, ."i" 

Sharon. :i*»; * hen chartered, US; Indian In- 
cursion tit, H-o. :tsT. Xto ; census of. 745. 

Bhav's Rebellion, rjon. Toy, 111. 

Sheldon's Fort, 88, 67. 

Sheriff, law concerning his duties, 192. 

Shirley, Fort, XI, 86, 40, 45, «'• 

Hodoinv, 5XL 

Sons of Liberty, 196. 

Sounding-board, .-. iint of a, 912. 

South Carolina, tnarltiuie condition of, 688. 
■L 

Springfield. 8«l : when chartered. 116; diffi- 
culties of settling. HI— 119; early milllla 
company In. 185 : agreement signed at, 248: 
sentiments In. 885, 42^1. 766: committee of, 
885, X>V : town meeting at, 684; c«naua of, 
7Vi; militia of. T7L 778. 

S.|tiakheag, settlement at, T. 

SUnwix, Fort, ii_L 

St. rlmg county proposed. 132. 

St. Francis Indian*. 44. 62, Ua\ 

Stillwater proposed a* a county town, 132. 

Stocks, pnnlshmcnt of, 577. 57\ 579, 5>o. 

Stratford, 828; deserters fnimTHftX 

Supply Mil. 674, IStL 

Kwtiniev, attack on, T. 

Swim-, faw to prevent damage by, 198, 194. 

Taunton river, writing rock on, BSs, Ml 

Tavern-haunter, punishment of a, 578. 

Tavern*, courta brlit at, 195, 196. 

Taylor's Garrison, 67. 

Trnilcr act, iVjI, 

Theft, punishment of, K7T. 

Thctford, 82> ; when chartered, 116 ; deserters 

from, 802 : a shire-town, 404. 
Thirty tlmiiMml dollars, act granting the urn 

of. to New York. 501. 564 : division of the 

sum of, 5*15, fctM^ii, i«L IStf. 
Thomlinson, now Grafton, when chartered, 

111. 

Tlconderoga, 2*7, 729: attack on feared. 278, 
2*5, Ml : evacuated, 297. 8ol. **>: troops 
march t«s *Ki ; eventa lit, 4**, tilt, ML 

Timber, law concerning the destruction of, 
191. 

Tlrimouth. consultation at, 505. 
Tioga county. 515. 

Tory. 21ft, 217. 21s, 220. 221, 222, 224, 238, 275, 
21W, 885, 86u, 897. 898. 412, 60S, 618, 624. 997. 

Townslicnd, when chartered, 101 ; agreement 
signed at, 24-4 : militia of, 515, 641 ; early in- 
habitant* of, (Mgj representative from." 642 ; 
census of, Li£ 

Treason, punishment of, 578. BTi 

Treatv, renewal with the Indiana of a, 24, iM 
—788. 

Trenton, battle of, 2t±L 

•I -.-n count v, 275, 291 ; fain In, 198; exposed 

situation of. 264. 
Tump-llne, 47. 

Tunbridgc. Indian depredations at, 8S4, 892. 
Tuscaroru Indians, M'i. 

Vlstcr county. 291 ; exposed to attack, 964. 

I'nlty county, 8, 5, 815. 
University of Vermont, 709,1112. 
I'trecht, treaty of, 18. 

Vermont, division into counties of, 1—4; 
early reference to, 6; llrst settlement In, 16; 



second aett.ement In. 24: derivation of the 
principles of the Ian sot 1«9. 578, 574: ll.--t 
convention within the limits of. npfMMl to 
tircat Uritain. 197—200: fonneil into a state, 
2H3; c<in.titulion of. 2V7. *rs, 82". »2n 82», 
56o— 572, 7tW. 7ti» ; opinions coneeininir,29s, 
»''8. m. 4TT4I4. 424. 4X1: enmity 1 . t« een 
New York and, am — JJOfi, 81 ll: called an 
Ideal state. 824; union of New Hampshire 
towns with, 825,827. 7.'s>: militia laws 
of. 882. 888, 428. 5>l : laws of. defied. 888, 
42.V ■T.'i'. ; nfusal to serte ill t be milllla of, 
804 807 ; advice to, 865; Mippwd iletennl- 
nalion of. 874; negotiations U-tween tli« 
Hrltish und. 880, 8>l. 40^ 412 — 114, 41fi, 4ly, 
42^ 422, 461. 4»i4, UJL 4v\ 5tt8.iliI2o.lii: 
c\ri«sed situation of, 8vi,8»}|; union of New 
York towns wlth. 4<a. 417 : peculiar situa- 
tion of, 412: mndcimttttion of the resolves 
of December 5th. 17s2, by, 47\ 47B, JjJ ; 
power of, 4V6; gtilh. ring of the troops of. 
515; sentiments in, 68* : land granted to 
the sufferers bv, 542 — 547; admission into 
the I'liion of. 558—565: dhhdon line be- 
tween New York and, 5J1_; criminal code 
of. 574— .Wt ; Indians of, 6f)5— 592. 

Vermont Council. 814, 815, 5V\ 602, 682. 689, 
602. 674. 675. C9n; determination 73; S8H; 
measu res T7rTS4C— 819, 4^ 440, 45o. 4.'A 475. 
il^ilL 4~-% 4K1, 4^7.'»-i. .VTT£-Ji, oi8. 
.'■-'P. 587. 584. 6W. WrtTT ttTr 1qT78T; re- 
quest to. UEjT 

Vermont Council of Safety, 999, fit fiL 

Vermonters. 81^ UlIl Xti, &«. 884. 886, SV, 
877, 115. ILL 427. 42^. *J4, 4MA, 440, itl HI, 
44s, 46U, I.V.\ 4oT 4-V.t. 47T 474. 475. 476. TTT 
47.'. 4" 1. HE iiL i^L 5!A >"i T^T H 
MiT 5TfT M4. SE 6l6. ftl7.0l8, Mv. EI 
E oTuT ^ 5JSt S£ «s8; nutiTbTr of, S35; 
determination of. 88s. 

Vermont, General Assembly of, fJ£N. 8*9. 819 ; 
address to. 811 : first session of, 814. 815. CUfi ; 
arts of. 827, 82s. 881, 882. K 8, 886. 84o, 841, 
844, 845. 846, 856. 402, 4< 8, 40s, 410, 411^ 428, 

u i. 52.'s- .vj« : m ES .-m. 

54s. HlL KJ. OT7564. fjiiL fJTJ^Jba. <HT 

687. ti£i2-l.-7. I".— 7t». 7J4 7:>t. T.Vi : grai.ls 
CyTSW, 87ST petltiTms to. ±IV. illi M8, 586, 
(M, fiilLliba; accusation apiinsl. 4iil ; letter 
from, 4^1; resolutions of. 5liL 649, Tilt ; com- 
mlssi<>ners aripointed bv. 5ii2j memtiers o( 
64/1. 002. 68*. Mi, oCV. c;:., CKT. ti»s, 781 ; 
netti illations with, ilflL 
Yermont's Apjseal, a pamphlet. 696; extract 
from, *ftn 

Vernon, disastrous affair at tbe meailow In, 
74—77; when chartered, 101, 104, 108; carljr 
settler of, Kit 

Wages and rations of soldiers, 88, 84, 89, 40. 61, 
71. 

Walnole, 688: patriotism of, 994: meeting at. 
Hi! Indian tight at, 74,789—749; epitaph 
at. 742; militia of, ICS. 
W'aiitastiquet river, sculptures on the bank of, 
iS£2. 



V ashlngton county (N. II ). iL± 

'Washington county (N. Y'A 555. 

Washington county (Yl), 4 

Washington, town of, fonnerly the township 
of Kingsland, 161. 

Weathersncld, 811. 861.490, 657; when char- 
tered, 119; grants in, 141 ; agTrdncnt sign- 
ed at, 248; committee of, 995. 885, 859; sen- 
timents in, 8*5, 756: snptHiacd Inscription* 
at, 591, 592: criiMts of, Tjy, militia of, 771. 
Z7JL 

Wedding, a curious, SfiS. 

Wells river, fort at the mouth of, 19. 

Westchester county, 7t'l, 702 

Westemlnlo^^tJi^^iil, 428, 464. 
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West Kalriee, fnrmerir a part: of Falrlee, 190. 

Westminster. 811. 8>'. 88(5, 881, 875. 876. 897, 
4iw. 4J*>. 4 .'it, 6V4. ».i5. «4_L 662: terms of tho 
grant of. «W-^TT; deserted. 68; charter re- 
ti . u , ! 9c), 94 ; inn ni. 144. -' : 1 : attempts to 
make it a countv town, 179, W; !>hlre of, 
134.815. 838: court house at. KV 186,198; 
r...t I- to, 194; supervisors to meet at, 195 ; 
conventions it, 197. 198, ilW t I ML -•!£». 
85 >, 834. Hi; resolves of contention at, 199, 
JfclO; massacre at, 809- Ml. 8SH. 4"tf, 410, 

*«, «85. ««. saa, 64i fiii ««. (iii"sn 515 

tffiL USLm 699, I"*, 719, TJt 7-J«l. 73,>. lid 
—733; oldmcetTng house al. ill- 814: first 
settled minister at, 811, 783: court to meet 
at, 817: hostile assemblage at, 918—881: 
militia gather at, 884. 883, 888; account of 
those killed at, 887—881 ; Incident* con- 
nected with the massacre at. 288 — 885; re- 
sults of the massacre at, 888— Ml. 858; 

meeting of commit! at, M8. Ml. 041 , ZU; 

county eonitress at, 815, MS, fiS', manifesto 
from. '851, 838: county committee of safety 
at, 857—868, 877, 8M; convention establish- 
ing Vermont meets at, 388, 885, 898; com- 
mittee of, 895. 885. 859; Yorkers confined 
at, 889. 410, *j& 488, 514 : trial of Yorkers 
at. 840 845. 84a. 506^ 5_n9_; letters written 
from, 845, 719; defences recommended at, 
854: General Assembly meet at, 869; a 
balf-shire, 404: superior court held at, 411, 
446—458, CTT aao. 581. .'05; militia of, jg. 
613. 772. 773; occurrences at, 4Ii "38, IS; 
examination at. 588: strange burial at. 583. 
6s4 <M7 : curious wedding *t> 3S5 : olflee 
HoTders from. 597. 598; list of the proprie- 
tors of, litlL 74.'. TjSJTcnsus of, 745; senti- 
ments in, liiE 
Wot rirer, sculptures on the bank of, 588 

588 ; notice of. 870 671 
Whig. 816, 817. 81S. 8t9, 880. 282. 888. SM. 827, 

288, 88s, 055, 653. 6(56. SIS. 758. 758. 
Whipping post, punishment nl the. 5*8. 55& 
White Plains, Incidents at, 70L IlflL 
Whiting, road through, 1M; militia of, 841. 
W lllanrs hill, 61. 

William Henry, Fort, capture of, S3, 86. 

Williams's Garrison, 67. 

Wills, law regarding the probate of, 190. 



Wilmington. 458, 454; when chartered. 99 ; 
militia of. 513, 310 : census of, 745; scnll- 
menu in, E8C~ 

Windham ountv, 1, 4, 6. 408. 4'M. 429. SjW JjJi; 
office-holders 'in, 40*. ESItMl^W £427 673, 
61X1 7 "8. lifi; cou7r~of. 413. 4 l'J, 4>fc.; pre- 
sentment to the grand jurors of, 48'V 694 ; 
military brought into requisition in, 489. 44", 
4s8, Nil, 68jj; "condition of. 40.1. Ifii IS TTTm 
,V A "515. 381,335, 541. iflirilelcgate from, 
587 : charge to the grand Jurors of. 062 — 663; 
election In. I5JL 

Windsor county. 1. 4. 5, 408. 404 : court house 
for. 5M; troops gather In. 651 ; officers of, 
fiUt — 

Windsor, town of, 888. ML 3*8, 631, 703. 734; 
when chartered. 118. 114. 148; grants In. 
141; noted, for Its white pines, 146: mali- 
cious prosecution against rltlicn* of, for cut- 
ting masting timber, 147 — 158; riotous 
behavior of the people of, 161 — 168: eon- 
duct of people of, reprobated. 169; road to 
Chester from, 177; conventions at, 835, 967, 
20*. 2*8, 118 ; convention at, disapproved of. 
893—297 ; constitution of Vermont adopted 
at, 897, 808; first session of General Assem- 
bly meet al. 8:19.814.813; General Assem- 
bly meet at, 944, 845, 564, 644; proclamation 
dated at, 848; A shire town, 404: condition 
of. 461, 461; statement prepared at, 580; 
courtnouse at, 684: disturbance at, 34S— 
631. 723; fourth TjfJuly aL T18 : census of, 
TXTTjlnTTltlaof, 7XL 

Woodstock. 888; when chartered, 115; rioters 
from, 330: census t'.Iii; mllltla of, 771. 

Worship, right of. 5JB. 

Yale college. 14. 50_L IlB. 

Yorkers. 8<*. «8i. 884. 386. 848. 848. 841. 846, 334, 
855, 867, 858. 359. 86% 869. !t70, 871, 878. 87% 
873, 876, 879, *V\ HL £LL 4*6. 438. 434, 435, 
489. 440. 4tt. 443". 440.. ILL 4Ta PTT 47Ti"| Vff, 
i^T. 46K, iXL 475, 47«. i±L 4>7. 53 

Vn. TTY iiLL ■'• i4, 3J3. jos. IlIL :AiL JUL 3Ti, 
eTT TJT. ,-17, .Ms, .M'-i :._■[ vj: n<7. 
:■ >: :<:-. :m>, ,ttt i. Trrr ,v,o. r^r 
SgivMS; 5>T, "751,15!; numlwrof, OS; "de- 
termination of, 838 ; rage of, 88ft. 
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Abbott, -rami*. 1M. 
Abeel, Jamo*. 8. ^ti. 505. IfiL 
Aihmv John, fifii iii ; remark of, 848. 
Adam*. Simeon. 74s. 
Adam Thomas, 85. 86. 
Addarawansct, T. 
Addington, Isaac. Tulfi- 
Adeato. Matthew. US. 524. 
Aiken, Kdward. id . 257. 
Aiken, Solomon. MS. 
Albee. Jacob. liL 
Albee. Juhu. ISA, 
Aldrlch. Qen. Georca. 69. 
Alexander, Aaron, first person born In Pctney, 
69. 

Alexander. Kbenercr. 41, 42. 48. 108. 
Alexander. John. 78. 104, 743, 758, 773, 778; 

trial and fine of. 408. 
Alexioder. Jonathan. US 
Alexander, Jonathan 8 . liS. 
Alexander, Joseph, 142. 
Alexander. Philip. 69. 93. 
Allen, Khenexer. .'»:2 

Allen, Ktban. 225. 287. 248. 944, 816, 849, 831, 
;l.M. :c,t. iii i^L j>L JjjA 512. 590. 724. 
782. 7.%t ; extract frTTin [il- writ i n its. TO, 5851 ! 
anecdotes ot 221. 848, 848. 60U. 639-681; 
threat* of, 888: lead* the Vermontcra against 
the Yorkers, 889; Ideas entertained of, 840, 
ihi : a brigadier general 846; ordered to 
quell an Insurrection, 440; arrest by, 448 
444; his terrible proclamation, 445; his 
boasts, 451; conversation of, 497; refuses to 
subscribe a test creed, 570: reward for. 607; 
mnrrlaxe and children of. fiai ; letter from, 
1*2. 

Allen, Heman. 854, 868, 2fi9 

Allen, Ira, 518. MsV flMj elected stale treasurer, 
814; writ* uwueoTby. 889; letter* from, 844, 
845 ■ ->mba*ay of, 48s ; ordered to quail an tn- 
(•uricetlon, 440: sent to make an arrest, ill 
--4-I8 ; agent. 539; a commissioner, 059.; hi* 
advice, 686; extracts from hi* history of 
Vermont. &HL 784, 758; extracts from • 
iHunph'el of. tBt 

Allen, James, 160, 

Allen, Joseph, Jr , 97. 

Allen. Joslah. 718. 

Allen. Newman. 87. 

Allen. Samuel. 96. 143 

Allison. t'oL William, 642. 

Alvord. I-.! it'll 906, 35T. 

Alvord. John, 1190. 

Aram. Lemuel, 750. 

Ames, Luther, 97. 

Amherst, Gen Jeffrey, 89, 91, 92. 

Anisden, Thomas, 88a 



Amy. Mlcah, 180. 
Anderson, Samuel, 194. 
Andrews, Bev. K. D.. 70, 96, ML 
Andrews, Kdmond, 788. 
Andrew*. John TiVL 
Andros, Mr, 58. 

Andro* or Andros*. Blldad, 168, 8SS; (tat* 

ment of, 741 ; a justice, 785. 
Andros*. Nathaniel 40. 
Aptborpe. < 'harles Ward, 828. 
Archer. Benjamin. 654. 
Arms. John, 104. 795. 748: sheriff. 151. 159. 154, 

IM; poet, 8*4 ; onlceheld by, 764, 165. 
Arms, John. Jr.. 148. 

Arm-. Joslah. in; ki r per. 418, 421: seen* at 
the Inn of, 510, ill ; troop* assemble at the 
Inn of. 515, SEL petltiou of, 508. 

Arms, Phi n ens. 78. 

Armstrong, Hexektah. a captain. 519. 

Arnold. Jonathan, 568; letter of, 222. 

Ash. t apt. 96. 

Asbcraft. Daniel 424. 505. 118 ; account of. 610.; 
grant of lands to, 646. JUL 

Ashler. Benjamin, wife of. 618. 

Ashler, John. £OL 

AahleV. .Ii.senli, litfi. Ill 

Ashler. Samuel. 118. 789, 748. 

AsiilambeVt, 7. 

Atherton. Joseph, 7. 

Atkinson, Col. Theodore, 107, 748. 

Alice, Samuel J.. deputed to rlslt the " Grant*,** 
850; hi* Interview with Chittenden, 856; re- 
port of. 858, 859. 

Austin, Samuel, robbed. 615, 616; certificate 
of. 681 : petition offiSJ. 

Arerill, Anna, first child born In Westminster, 
61 

Averill, Asa, 61, 68, 13; curious wedding of, 

Arerill. John. 61. 69. 98, 880, 789, 758, 112. 
Aver Hi Thomas, 758 

Avery, Mr. . a prisoner, 887. 

Arery, Abraham. 505, 759.; trial of, 520. 
Avery, Nathan, 4JM, ILlL 
Avery, Oliver, $Sl 

Avery, Samuel. IfiO, 555. 761 ; agent 490. 
Ayrea, Capt. John, bis exploits, 618, 0x8. 

Bibcock. Amos, 183. 

Bacon. Goold. IflO. 

Batnbrldire. Com. William. 546, 547- 

Baker, Benjamin. 436, 159 ; deposition of 414. 

Baker, Kdward. 19. 

Baker, James, 86. 

Baker, Remember, reward for, 607, 

Baker. Bobert, 85. 

Baker, Thomas, fit, 759, 769. 118; arrest of, 
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Ml; trUI and fine of, 432, ; deposition 

of. m 
Baldridge. >obn, 109 
Baldwin. Mr. . 190. 

Baldwin, i rmv hit bonse S.-.4 shop entered. 
6ii 6JJ. ilifili; hU Mo let. property disoo- 

V- I til. Ik 7. ' 1' 

Baldwin family, 116. 

Balfour, < apt , an aide-de-camp, fill. 

Ball. Shadrach. a letter carrier. I1L 
Ball. Solomon, a letter carrier, IiL 
Ballow. Benjamin. 153. 
Bancker. Flore*. Mi. 
Banister. Timothy, i£L 

Ba.iyar, Ooldabrow, 565. 604, 724, 161 ; execu- 
tor, fiifi. 
Banrar. William. ZSL 
Barber. Mr. — . IS. 
Bard. John, 5*15. Ii£L 
Bard. S*mticT~±<iL 
Barnard. Kruncl«. 09. 
Barnard, John, 66. 
Barnard. Samuel, 670. 
Barnes. John. 772, 
Barn ■ \ . ,Iu tin. 111. 
Barney. Jonathan. CO. TSi 
Barney .Joseph, 60, U£ 
Barns. Thomas. 848. 
Barret. Levi, 97. 

Barrett. John, 443, HI ; hit shop robbed, 
HI 

Bartholomew. Timothy, 828. 
Bartlctt Aaron, 168. 
Bate". J abet 

Bauta. Lieut. -Col. . order* to, 803, 

Bayley. Epbraim. a coroner, 770. 
Bavley. Frye, 126. 

Ba'rler. Den. Jacob. 125, 124, 185. 255, 285. 2*6, 
2-<7.'2-*, 2-9. 291. SUV 4Ji 666, nfia ; letters 
of, 124. 279, 299. SM : awltmed of the 
quorum. 184 ; choseu a delegate. 247, UK ; 
a brigadlfr-grncral, 966, 772 : ordered to 
marrh. 299 ; a patriot, 404, 4i!lt ; offlcvi held 
by, Tjkt, I&i. IfiL 

Bayley, Jo-haa. 815. 

Bt-ainont, John. 88. 

Beck ley. Iter. Hose*. 111; extract from hts 

lllittorv of Vermont, 7.W 
Bedel, t ol. J , 2s6, 2S9. 
Be. ckman. James. 7 111 
Beeman. John, 86 
Belcher. Gov Jonathan, 21, 807, 12iL 
Belden. Jonb. l.'f 
Belding. Aaron. 52 
Belknap, Simeon. &<& 
Bellows. Ma|. . ST. 

Bellows. Col Benjamin. 6*. 74, 91, 101. 829: a 

Ju-tlce. 178 ; patriotic and discreet, 224. 225; 

letter* to. 845. ftll ; bravery of, 789, Hi ; 

office* held bv. TjiL 7JL 
Bellow-. lii'V Henry, D.D . extract from his 

writing*. 74V-742. 
Bellows. Mary, a widow, 621. 
B mus. Edmund, 757. 

Benedict, Mr . escape of, 887. 

Benedict, Eli-ho, 2 is ; a captain, ML 
Benjamin. John. 188, 18-, 4Uj cherltt 815 ; 

defamation of. 881. 
Bennet, Nathaniel. hU trial, HL 
Ben*on. Egbert. ; a commissioner, 559. 
Bentley. Samuel 120. 

B-nton. Mrs. . 885. 

Benton, KliU'l. 772. 
Benton. Nathaniel, Jr., HQ. 
Blrkford, William. 48. 
Bleknal, Amos. 541 

Buvlow. Joel. 101. 423. UW; levy on a cow ot, 
aid; an adjutant, 481 ; visits Gov. Clinton. 
458, 457. 45s ; deposition of, l&i ; office held 
FyTTftS. 778. 

Blgelow, Jonathan, 111. 

!• w, Joslah, 873. 42.\ jjfi ; trial of, 879. 



Blgelow or Blglow. Jotham. 42fi, 505, 51 n. 159; 

petition of. I4!l ; letter ot 8BT 
Blgelow or Blglow. William, 111 ; petition of, 

&J7. 

Billings, Jamea, 49. 

Bllilnxv John, maltreatment of, 429, ilkL 

Bills. LI. u: , 49 

Blsboc. Abner. 1 1 -. 119. TTL L2L 

Bisbee. John, 778. 

Bl-hop, Eleaxer. Jr.. OQL 

Ill-hop. Sylvester, a serf cant. 316 

Blxby. Samuel. 425, 42jL tei. hlL 7> . 160. ; Jus- 
tice. 481. Uffl ; letters ot 4541 &307iaa ; exa- 
m I Dal Ion of, 588. 

Blake, Edward. 78- 

Blakc. Elijah. 98. 

Blakesles or Blakslec, Jamea, 292, 811, 778- 

trial of. 848, 844. 
Blancb.ird. Joseph, 108, 108; deposition ot 

129. 181. 

Blanchard. William. 48 ; captivity of. 44 
Bissau et, Charles, 6IH. 
Blood. I'eter. 94. 
Bodurtb* Thomas, 19. 
Bol Ian. William. 79. 

Bolton, John, a wire puller. H9_; a justice. 

Bourne, Shearjashtib. 881. 
Bowdoln, Oov. James, 7JSL 
Bowen, Samuel. 66. 
Howies. Catharine, 7JU. 
Bowles, John, 56.'. 7 1 1 . 
Bowne, Eobert I4L 

Boyden. Maj. Joslah, 208. Soft. 30g. 310, 515, 
ILL ; wounded. 511 ; letter to, ifca. 

Bracket!, Joshua a Judge. 822. 

Braddock. Oen. Edward, 7 a 

Bradley. Mooes. 594. 

Bradley, Stephen, nolle* of, 5£L 

Bradley. Stephen Bow. 876, 41_L U± 44^ 451 , 
477. 47-, .•■Q4. M. 562, 098. fcl j an attorney, 
842, 848 ; proclamation prepared by, 846 — 
84> ; appointed to visit the Yorker*. 875 ; 
teller of. by : at Guilford, 515, 611 ; propo- 
sition ot 021; an aa-ent Eli; a commis- 
sioner. 552; biography of. 598—801 ; Incident 
at his honse. fitti fial ; extract from hi* Ver- 
mont's Appeal. ISjl 

Bradley, William, notice ot 598. 594. 

Bradley, Hon. William C, letter- ot 5^5, fi£l ; 
notice ot skil ; advocats* the French monu- 
ment bill. "55. 

Bradstreet, Lieut Dudley, commands Fort 
Dummer, 87. 

Bradstreet Bev. Dudley, 87. 83. 

Brakkee, Pompey. a negro, a suit for, the first 
tried In Vermont 831 : reference to. 7JU 

Brattle. William, 14. SO, 104, loft, lo7, 78ft. 

B re wert on. Gcorvc, Jr.. 8. 

BrUggsn, Thomas B.. TILL 

Bridinuan. John, 257. 961, 410; language of, 
41 ■: ; q.in-tl.v, 4-t-. 7o5 ; made prisoner, 475, 
25, |ietltlon of, iil 

Brldgman. Orlando. 86. 817, 807, 751 

liridirman. Tbomaa. offices held by. 764. 7 65. 

Brlav*. Peter. 87s ; trUI of. 879. 

Britfham. Oliver. 97. 

Brigham. Paul. fiii2 ; notice of. fiiiL 

Brink. Alexander, ILL 

Brltt Capt , 45. 

Brotwl liezeklah. 426, 505, 510, 159 ; fined, 4£2 ; 
search for. Do-. 5"» 

Brown, Mr. . 211 ; Col , 406, 

Bi .wn. Il rlinl. 551. 

Brown. Jonathan, a prisoner, 885. 

Brown. Jo* tali. liiSL ItL 

Browning, Thomas, "55. 

Brownoon. Gideon, a coinrnUsloncr. 829. 

Brownson, Timothy. t)H 

Bruvb. Crean. 22(1. '245. 32S. M5, £Ii 721V IM ; 
hi* removal to Westminster. lKft; visits 
New York, 184 ; his measures for the benefit 
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of Cumberland county, 185, 186 : i>l«t«l to 
tbe General Assembly of Now York, 168, 
1»9. LUL ISI ; sentiments towards. *ui. 204 ; 
Information of. 286 ; proposition of. 288 ; 
dauenter of. 5jfi5_; biography of, 808-688: 
estate of, 724 : office* held bv, Jj£L jjA TO". 

Bru'h, KlUabeth Martha. < i . sceuunt of, 
(£12. IkfiL A'oruwJM, 7W</m<i*. 

lirn-h. John.fiHL 

Brush. Ulchard, fiid. 

Bryant Joseph, 14. 107. 108. 

Buchanan, Frances, itifi ; ber marriage to 
Klluin All, :i. 629— 681. 

Buck. Daniel, 5412. 

Bucklinrlsjii. Joseph T.. Ill, 

Biicknilnster. Capt. Thomas. 38. 

Hull. m. Iter. Joseph, anecdote of, 73'i, UEi. 

Bullock. Israel. tt& AU. 

Hiilloek. ghubacTT"426, 527, 757; fined, C«a 
ML 

Mullock. William. 206. 

Bontovne, Ocn. John. 567 ; advance of bla 

force*, a^t, Ji£s ; Instructions of. StiS ; defeat 
of.tUL 

Burk or Burki\ Capt Jesse, 408. 753; orders 

to. 859 ; sheriff. 766. 
Burk. I'.ipt. John. 210; scUuro of, 88; a 

ranger, riifl. 
Burk, Jonathan, 206. 257, IfiL. 
llnrk or Burke. < npt, Silas. 280, MA, M7, 
Burke. Simeon, IA8. 
Burlimramo. Israel, 257. 771. 
Burnham, Abb.-all, Uftl 
Biirnham, John, Jr., 326. 
Burr, IVter. TJifl, 

Burr. Thaddeii*. letter* of, 648, ilfi. 

Burroughs. Mr. , 8S5. 

Burrow s, Jarvis K., 7 .VS. 
Burrows, John, 7.Vi. 

Burl. ('apt Benjamin. 285, 845, 410, 755_; a 

quarter-ma-ster, >t\'i. 

Burt, Dntid. OLL 

Bun. Ebeacxar, 241 

Burt, John, 12. 

Bun. Jonathan, 206. 

Burton. Ami. 118. 

Burton. Jacob. 118. 

Bmler, John. 0rt, 

Butler. Valentine, 7J2, 

Dull, rib Id. Cnpl. . 2M. 

Bull.rnYld, Benjamin, 2' \ «3. 232. 31 1 ; Im- 
prisoned, 2*1: trlnl of 848, 844; de|H«itlnn 
of. 380: petition of. 558: stnteinent of, 7M, 
HI; offices lu-hl by, TtjLUiS. 

Bntterfleld, Benjamin, Jr., 282. 

Button, Charles, 880. 

Butt. Ellas, death of, 895. 

Cadv, Klilah, Lfcl 
Calkins, Simon, 7J&. 

Campbell, Ur. , M. 

Campbell, Arehlbald, IiL 
Cu|M n, Ahljab, Q&L 
Carey. Uiehard. IfiL. 
CarU'ton, Gen. C,uv, 275. 
Carli-le. David. Tl4 718. 
Carpenter, Aim*, 61. 

CariV-nUT, Asaph, 413, 753; fined, 450, 521 ; 

his One remittal, M7. 
Can-enter. Col. Benjamin, 254, 855, 815, 475, 

7il. U2 ; seizure of. Wi> 3SU. 
Carpenter, Cvrll. fio^ 757 ; his trial. 520 ; bis 

fine remitted. JfiE - ^ 
CaqN-nter, Edward, 121 7JJL; fined, 450, 5il; 

petition of. Sill; his tine remitted, !BH 
Carpenter, Irs, 110. 
Car jn-nter, Mary, 5iW 

Carpenter, Nathaniel. 426, VS. 750; leads an 

attiirk, tiSL. b it. r from, 5UH. 
Carroll. Daniel. 12* 
Caryl, John, 754. 
Caswell. John, laO. 



Caswell, Nathaniel. 78h 
Chadbouro, Benjamin, 681. 

Chaffee, Mr. , escape ot RSd. 

ChaftVe. Atharton. 61. 1 75, I£|L 
Chamberlain, Ahiel, 185. 
Chamberlain. Amos, "i. 
ChamherlniD, Isnae, CI*. 

Chamh<.rluln, Jacob Bay ley, first male born In 

Newburv, 185. 
CbamlK-rla'in. John. lift. 7:KI. Ltl 
C'bamherlaln, Jowph. Mi, ; r> »i«tance of, 

±Ua: trial of.4J8; rtru-.l. iiL ' 
ClianihrrUIn, Nalhnnirl. 19. 
C'hambvrbdn, UlebanL, 145. 
Chamberlain, Susannah, the first person born 

In Tbetfonl,U«. 
Chambt-rlaln, Thomas, 69. 125, U59. 
ChampUln. Samuel. 6, T. 
t •handler. Charles. 96. 
Chandler. Henry, i'J 

CbMdlrr. John, H0. 110, 148. 166. 857, 8B8. m. 
684, 6.M. lV»n ; countv eh-rk, 6i>4 ; noticc~o£ 
BSi; otlie. sfu Id byi 7JW. Ti'-l.TT?. 

Cluiniller, Nathaniel, arrest "otatA 

Chandler, Col. Thomas, K 0. 148, 223, ^ fi^2j 
petitions of, 182, 1*1. 1st ; ocsb.'n<d of the 
quorum. 184; receives a colonelcy. 185; Is 
threatened while holdlne a court at Wind- 
sor, 164, 165; promlM-s to build a court- 
house and jsll, 178; Jail of. 174, 175: court- 
house of, 1*6; letters of, 177—179, In*, 677, 
725: is blamed, 181. 1H8: moderator ola 
patriotic meeting. 197, 19S; enpostulatlons 
vrltli, 817. 21>: bis attempts at parlltcation, 
820; imprisoned. 2H5. 5*8. 687 ; chosen to 
prepare a memorial, 279; act for the relief 
of, 568. SH ; slniruhir burial of, 5M . 5*4, 687 ; 
commissioner, 688; bloaraphy of. (KW— B87 ; 
Statement of, 74ft 747 : pationutfe of, "to- 
offices held by, 7j2L Til*. 7H.V T'^i. 

Chandler, Thoi'iiss, Jr.. nFl7fl. 177. 884.654. 
65<i : examination by, 178; a«l »)<•.■ of, SKSTa 
ceimmlssioner. 88S;*siile ju<l(re. 840; not ire 
of. 6-"K (W9; libel on, 7H" 7!/J ; , .lli. es held 

by-TtLisr 

Chandler. Thomas Che-ter, tbe first person 

tmrn in Chester, H 9. 
Cliandler, William. !iLL 
Ckarfc* I , print of the tital of, 6S9. 
Charles II. icrants the province of New York 

to his brother James, 128, 145. 

Chase. Dr. . UL 

Chaw-. Benjamin. iM. 
Chase, iH-an, 42JL. 
Chase, Hon. Hudley, 1S6. 
Cbas.-, r lit 

Chase, Stephen. 42£; trial of. iiL 
Chauncey, Israel. 7. 
Chaiince'v, Joslah. 180, 
Chlpman, Daniel, fififi. faU. 
Chipman, Lemuel. r,'',i'. 

Chlpmnn. lion. Nnthanlel. 5fi4.fK7: »|de |ud«e, 
64S: letter* of. S&flDl: letters t... fl&i 6M: 
eonimivkioner. !M. SfS : able address of, 562, 
5ja: observations of. JJi 

Chittenden, (iov. Thomas. 899. 815. 875. tffij 
440. iM. Ifil. 470, 4ZL JUL HL 4M, 4J_i 
I*- EC w i^L ••- «. SI iii. 
596, fl»Jt TSS. 754: elected pivernor. :fTTT 

I7rr,,r,l, :C'W : r.r,, i.. •, . r. : -17. :•-»- ; 

drafts men, 856, 8i2. 878 ; Interview between 
a committee of Conirress and, 857 — 8!>9 : let- 
ters of. 8«2. 868, 8si. JJJ. 4M-4>». 5l,7, 508, 
: jwtltlon * •• 410 ; reromiiirlidatton 
to. 4M: remarks of, 4M, l£H ; n^juesled to 
is»ue a priH-lamatlon, : address ,,f. L41; 
pres ident of conveullon, 562 ; memoir of, 

Cbiirch. Capt. Benjamin. 8. 
Charefc, IWthuel, a |ustlee.481.7ja. 
Church, Kleazcr. iM, 5h5, 7.'^; arrest of. 5T9. 
Church. John. 02ft, iil -1 
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Church. Jonathan. 7!W. 773_i deposition* of, 

8SH.414.: resistance of, fiffii; trial of. iilL 
Church, J.wcpb. 878. 
Church. Malaehl. 194 : n courier, 296. 
Ctumh, Nathaniel, IIS. 

Church, < Hiver. a courier, 288, 886; deposition 

of 482. 233. 746. 
Church, Kenton. 75S, 773. 
Church, Kit-hard. iW 

Church, Kichard II.. Hfi. „ >M m ... 

Chun h. Col. Timet!, v. iil 4*2. 221 : tri.i! 
of, 348,844, AJfi.44L.7Ti. IIH; communication 
of 880; hi* opinionTJlJL. letter* to. ILL 
131.409 UK— W*>: a militia oin.«r,iai; jioTj^ 
in mi »i-.u».t, 43S Aix W. 6*4 : rescue of. 
439 449: hL« arrest, 44j\ 4.4—477; resolve 
of Congress tiWjohinfciSl; a prisoner. AlS; 
account of hi* Imprisonment, 4-v* — 192. 4".', 
40f. 4Bt: petition of, 507, ML MJi letters 
of. ML 112. 58o. 088; lands grantod to, 54S— 
M7 :r.T~T5\ 7S9, Ml. 

Clap, EHptaW, 6k 

Clap, Preserve'L T. 

Clspp. Thomas TJJi. 

t i irk tad Ni.'i.t i..-i],-,m 

l l.uk. A vi, li-. 

Clark, Ktonexer. "fil, 

Clark, Klijah. I51L 

Clark. Kcv. .lohn, SffiL 

Clark. Joseph. 181. 

4 'lark. Jo.lah. 

Chirk. Nathan. 883. 

Chirk. Samuel. Ska, 

Chirk. Seth, 121: arret of, M& 

Clark, Thorny 816, IfiL 

Clark. William. T, 111 

(Mark. William. Jr.. T. 

Clarke, Kcv. Or. . the wife of, USA. . 

Clarke. I.leilt.-Gov. Ueorge, 195. 

Clay. Ephrnlm. 112; trlul of, 343, 844. 

Clav, lion, llenrr. reference to, AIL 

Clav. .lam.-. 245. 249. 257, 267, 269. 276. 8*7, 
an.V4 il.7r.il: U tter signed by. 8*». -"1 ; M- 
ter ..f.2vi,4»: a commissioner. 2*9. 431, >H 
768; report of 291-296; Imprisoned, 299; 
agent, H.WV S"9 : opposes the law* of \ er- 
mont. 331: trial of, 848. 314; oHiccs hehl t.y, 
IfiL LiL J65. IM. 

Clav. James Jr.. Hi: trial of, 84", 844. 

CkfMon. Matthew, CSLL 

Clmioti. iSov. George. W». MS. 4H. *Ji 417. 

4oL liL ICi. ±±± Jiii. ±^ lii- ' w - ''- 17 

Ml 584. <lt»T. giK (W4. <*iT x3!L eleetod par- 
eriior.ttkV proelain itlon. of. 3J9, 3pij letters 
to 81 ». HIS. H19, 821. 822. SECSSn. 881. 88.'.. 
836. 84'». HSn. 858—856. 36ft, 861. 870, 871. 878, 
874. 881, 414 421. ill 1 .■.!. I 4Z4L 467, 46S. 

4S'i. 4*9. 49\ J2J1 SIC fill!. 53. Sfj; 
688. .VStt. .'4.V. 7741T fisi. fivl. tlaj. 7"2 : letter* 
fr..m 821 . H22. 828. XU. :«W. R*L 887. 88S. 849— 
S.%8. 877. «7r ::79. M-o. 8*1. UL ILL ALL 42_L 
42J. ISL A£L AiL 42!i 4HL liL 4.VS. 4^ 4<H. 
Ji2L i!iL ifitt. alL 472—174. 47-t. 479. 4-> •. TRT, 
49*. ,'h«>. fili I2J3 ; mrwi" 1 of. 802 : l» tltlons 
to. t*r. ,Vi2 : a eiiiri *|H.nilent of. 70 i. 
Clinton. Hen. James orders by, 888 ; letter of, 
384. 

Col.h, Davhl, Ifii 
C.hh. Klu-iiiier. 131 
Cohh. MoriT.iD, 78>. 
Col.h. MorL'.ui. %\ 78* J3SL 
Cobb. Simeon. I t*. 
Coekbnrne. William, ofl.'.. IflL 
CToekran. Itobert, 225, 22«, 886, Cr.S.fija. 
Cue. H> iii.itnlli. Xr!t- 

0o«n, Capt , Johti v IIl; hUhotplulliy, 121. 
Colhv. Jon i'han. 77. 

( ,. I'eti, I.I. lit <iov. Ca.lnnl'.li.ler, Irtft. 11«. 141. 
i.Vi, 1 i'h i. III, 0ii4. ft m. 844. 701. 7W1. 749. 

7."i2 : memorial to. Its ; proclamation* of, 

12H, 1*1. U.'>: petition.* to, 181. 182. i:tl. 2n7; 
his opinion o.n.-ernimt mu-tiiie tree*, 14-t, 



144 ; spoelal nupasaw of, 28<L «7; hli dl»- 

patehe*. 28*. J:K». 748; heirs of, MS.', IfiL 
Col.-. I»aniel, tulL 
CI. fax, Samson, SS, S4, 
C«.lr fax. Siitouel. T.VI. 

Coleman, Mr. , 18. 

Coleman. Joseph. 4o8, T.'j*. 
Collas, Ueorire, fiME 
Collamer. Hon. Jaeob, 
Collins, John, 78^ 7.18. 
Comlns Krancts. . 

Comln*. James. 1L2 ; James, Jr., 759. 

Connricliau, 24. 
Cooke, Cap;. Oliver. 4J8, 112. 
Coolhlge. Gov. Carlos, 1£& 
Cooper, Anson, S2. 
('ooper, Joshua, *2- 
Coojier, Moses 40. 

CiN.per, Kobcrt, «!; wounded by the Indiana, 

50. 

Cooper, Dea. Thomas, 118. 
Cooper, William, 11L 
Copley, Elizabeth. AS9. <S£L 
Cornwallls Lord CIlarTcs 4tKl 
Cusautnp. 17. 

Com or Cross James, his Jonrnal of an expe- 
dition. 21. 22. 28. « 
Cox, Reiijamin, a cantain, 888, 
Crawford, James 22 1. 

Crawford, Hon. Theopbilus. 96; notice of, 227; 

te*tlmonv of, 288; at Guilford, 5A& 
Crisson. Tlioma.*, fill. 
Cromwell, t>llver. .VJ8, r.l»4, 
Crook, Andrew. ia3T"^ 
Crook. Itoherl, ISA 
Crook, William. 62S. 758. CL 
Crosby. I sane, ooj^ T.%- 778. 
CroMt'nan. Td'njamln, T 
Cro»*man, John, IStL 
Crowfoot. John. 15, 
Cnik'er. Henry. 157, IfiL 
Crulkshank. Alexander, 761. 
Cudworth. Samuel, 75s. 
Culver. David, 132. 
Culver. Nathan, 7.1M 

Cummlnir*. Mr. , 884. 

Cumtnines Krnneis trial of, 843, 844. 
Ciimmlmrs Jaeob, 118. 
Cummlnifs James 95. 96 : trial of, 843, 844. 
Cuinminifs Jonathan, 789. 7J& 
CumminiCs Samuel, 789. 748. 

Cunnin«uum. Mr. . 23<l. 

Cunningham. David. filiL 
Currle. Andilhahl. IfiL 
Ourteulus. I'eter T., 2»Ut. 264. 266. 
Curtis Ebenexcr. 168, 16s 257. 82*?. HL 
Curtis Ellas eapiure of, ilte; adventures of tha 

wife of. 892. 893. 
Curtis Elijah. 027. 1SJL trial of, 582. 
Curtis CapL Israel, 113; hi* rotiifh conduct, 

11*; letter by. 168; threatens the court, 

164. 165; oftlre held by, Ifii. 
Curtis Samuel, S1U. 153. 

Ciishlng. Miss . Ikll. 

Cushinit. Mr. , tWl. 

Ctishimr. Daniel. UJL 

dishing, 'bib. 100. 

Ciishlng. Noah, trial of, 343. 344. 

Cutbeth. B* noni.4l5,486jI78, 

Cutler, Dorcaa, "•Hi 

Cutler, Thomas 111, 814, 401^ 453. 

Daley, Davhl IfiS. 

Dalhousic, Earl of, I0A 

Dan Bill, his services &2L 

Dana, Francis 709. 

Dana, I*nae, li<7, lit 

Dana. John Winchester, 206, 257, T6l\ 

Datiforth. Samuel, ^al 

Darbv, Samuel, 739. 

Dart," CapL . quells a riot, 519; hU «*# 

duet np|ilaude<l. o.*i0. OiL 
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Dartmouth. Eord, mM9; dispatches to.Hfi. 
Dashwoml. CaiiL 8aniuel. his store, robbed, 

6 IS. 616: petition of, 022. 
Datcr, Joawph, , ; .■ , .mi of, 41*1 
Davenport, Addiusrton. T : 
Davenport, Charles 208 ; retort of, 220. 
Davis S it I. i ■ 1 1 ■ 280. 

Davison or Davidson. James ftOO; deposition 
of. b£H; grant of lands to, 545. 75T. 

Day, Dr. Klkanah. 245, 25T. 261, 40L QOA 747_; 
trial of, 848, 844; rcprcw-nlatlvcTii the New- 
York Assembly, 8f>i, 807, 3418, 7J£; an adju- 
tant, 44U ^cHff, 44U). llEi. 4y4j 4!<5i at Guil- 
ford, 617: notice of, 040 ; a senator, Tito; a 
major. ■ a 

Dean, Kbenczer.IaB. 

Dean, Kplirnlm, 78h.789, 7j3. 

Dean, Kzra, 788, 

Dean, Itacbel. IBS. 

Dean, Silais letter to, 122. 

Dean, Wlllard, 146, ITS; arrested for cutting 
masting timber. 147; jotirn. y of, to New 
York, 1*8—164 : his trbit. 1.VH.V. 

Dean, (apt William, applies for permission to 
cut timber. 146.1(7; l« inforniiHl of tbe ar- 
rest of his Minn, 154; is arretted and tried, 
ISA— IS"; petition of, 181. I8S. 

Dean, William, Jr., 146; arretted for cutting 
masting timber, 147; receives rough treat- 
ment, 1+8; Journey to New York, 149—154; 
trial of. 1.W--15S. 

Dchcllnc, Monsieur. 88. 

De Lancvy. •lames, his motion, CO*. 

De LanccV. •Ii>hn, Tfll 

De Ijmce'v, tHIver. 182, 1S9. 

Dennle. Joseph, ILL 

Dennlson. Joseph, I'M 

Dciinlson, Samuel, Ml. 

De Noyellls John, 182, fiflfi. 

Dower, Noah. 120. 

De Witt, Charles 188, 286, 418^ reprcscnta- 

tinn of. JjJJfi. 
De \\ itt. Simeon, 7.V.' ; a commissioner, 

M 

Dexter. Joseph, 42A. 
Dickenson, Olwidlab, ML, 
Dickinson. Samuel, 9. 
Dleskau, itaron. 78. 
Dlvel. Maligna!., 712, 

Dodd. John. 41. 
Donaldson, Daniel, Hi 
Doollttle. Kphroilii. 100. 
Doubleday, Nathaniel, 280. 
Douglass Am. I4A 
Douglass Joseph, 116. HA. 
Douglass, Samuel. HA. 
Doiiw. Volkert P..5JJL 
Dow nlng, John. IAS- 
Drake, Joseph. 78s 

Dunne. James. 271, S7.\ 286. 468, 5AL 049: 
proetor, 151: defends the Deans l.V', l.V> ; 
defends Col. S. Wells. 1ST: letter to, 484 ; 
letters of, 4jN, ifci Instructions pre- 
pared by, 582. 523; heirs of, 505, 761_i docu- 
ment prepared liy, fillli. 

Dudley. Gov. Joseph, 7.V., lAiu 

Dudley, Paul. ISA 

Dudley. O.l. William, JUL 

Duer. William. 271. 

Dumnier, Jeremlnli. 736 

Dummer, Lieut. -Gov. William, 14, 15, 16, 104, 
108, I8JL 

Duncan. Capt . OA. 

Dunkley. Jonathan, 757; assault by, 608; ar- 
rest o'f, Siq. 

Dunmore, John. Karl of. governor. A4. 72,'t : 
letters to, ITS, 177— 17»; petitions to, 176. 17% 
180, 1ST. 

Dunscomt*. Daniel. 264. 

Durkee, Adam, a prisoner. 888 ; death of, 891. 

Durkee, Andrew, a prisoner. S8.8. 

Durkee. ('apt. Bartholomew, ill 



Dnycking, Gerardns. Jr , I£L 
Dwlgbt. l'.cv. Daniel, chaplain at Fort Dum- 
nier. 18. 
Dwtght, Gen. Joseph. 87, 51. 
Dwlght. Josiah. SSfcL 
Dwlght, Selh. 89. 

Dwlght, Timothy, 16, 16, 17. 10, 97, SO. 
D wight, Iter. Dr. Timothy, bis travels, G22. 
Dver. Kbenccer. 100 
Dyer. Eliphalot, letter to, ISA 

Karl, George. 280. 26T, ILL 

Karl. Newell or Earll, Nawball, 415, 505, ISL 

EarL Samuel. ISA. 

Earll, Nathan, 185. 

Eastman, Amos, runs the gauntlet, 44 ; taken 

prisoner. 62, 
Esstnn, Blldad, 202. 285 ; trial of, 848, 844. 
Eaton, Gov. Theopbilua, 694. 
Eddy. Joseph, 60, 78*. 
Edge hill. John, captnred bv the Indians, 50. 
Edward VI.. daft. 
Edwards Elijah. 816. 

Edwards, Simeon, 868, 425. ; agreement of, 

475, 41fi : a sheriff. 7J»1 
Eilwords Timothy. 850. 
Eliot, Elizabeth. &£. 
Eliot. Joseph, examination ot 5M. 
Elkins, Dca. Jonathan, attack on bis house, 

El kins. Col. Jonathan, 418; a prisoner, 4u£; 

bis adventures. 406. 
Elklris, Muses, captured and released, 405, 4nC. 
Elliott Joseph. 817, 759^ 113. 
Ellis. Caleb. Hi. 
Ellis, Matthew. lii 
Ellis, Reuben, 59, 61. 
Ellis, Kichard. 59. 60. 61. 
Kills Thomas. 286. 
Ellsworth. Oliver. 850, 858. 
Elmer. Elijah, 817. 

Ely, Samuel, his character, AM ; hi* trial and 

punishment. lirA : notoriety of, 4SS. 
Emerson. Ik'nisniln, I2S. 
Emmons Benjamin. 257, 815, TTI. 
Emmons Solomon, 114, 14s, 168. 
EniM, Kojror. 875. 
Krwln. Ellnbeth. tvjg 
Etherlngton, George, 761. 
Ethcringtofi, 'l liomas. I£JL 
Evans Asa. -Vs> 
Evans Asbnr. 886, US. 
Evans Klzl. 550. 

Evans Henry. MS, CdJL r<tn. 521 : bis boldness, 
424 — 126 : a militia offlTeT. ASL 114: arrest of, 
444 : his trial, 44£ 141: his sentence. 4Ji 
4'io. tbd; .tt> oc-nt. Atli 4lkl : at I'ouubkcep- 
sle, UjA: at Philadelphia. 465^ 686; resolve 
of Congress touchintr. 467. 470 : returns 
home. 408. 469. 474 • letters of. 480. 481. 514, 
6J£; account of. 4*1; petitions of. 5<i7. r?T, 
5A2.: search for, .V8 ; examinatlou of. Mi ; 
lands gntnled to. 548—547, 757, 758. 

Evans flenrv. Jr., SjjS. ; his trial. MIL 

Evans. Zera, 551L 

Ezerus 17, 

Earmer. Daniel. 50. 

Kanuiworlh. David. 85, 86. 

Karnswortb. Kbcnezer, taken captive. 64. 66. 

Karnsworth. Gen. Joseph, till; remonstrates 

with the Yorkers, 5J_L 
Karnsworth, Oliver, 116. 
Karnsworth. Thomas. 5JJ_ 
Kar<|uhar. James, 7 ill 
Karrar. John. 19. 

■ Karwell. Mr. ,229. 

Karwell, lletnamln. Ill 
Fasselt, John. 5i£L 

Fawtt. John. Jr., side Judge, 840, 846. 
Kaukonulnt, 17. 

Kay. Jonas. 868 ; secretary of state. 848 ; ap- 
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pointed to Tlslt the Torkers, 875 ; tide 

jtroire. 444. 
Fsy, I >r Joseph, appeal to, 14i 
V»Y. Nathan, a Jailer, 54A 
Fcntnn. Jacob. 118 

Fcrrell. Simeon, 778; his trial and flue, V^. 

423. 

Field. Charles K., 153. 

Field, Darld. 110. 

Field, F.benczer. ^3. 

Field, Israel. 129. ; deposition of, 411. 

Field. U. uben. Hi 

Fish, Nathan. 481, 2£L 

Fisher. Amos, lit 

Ki.lu r. Kbencier, his arrest, 149, 160, 151, 15*. 

Fisher, lehabod. 118. 

1 1 -her. Joslah, 84. 

FWk. Experience, 510. 

I'lsk, ■!■■-! uli. a caplaiu. 515, 

Flsk, Nathan, tv»i ; examination before, 506, 

.'«.» : expedient nf. L~L 
Flsk. Kufus, 61L 

Flsk . ">ilvatin«. mortally wounded at Gntlford, 
01\ Si!L W* ; proceedings concerning. 5*7, 

BP MB 

Filch, .lolm, hiii conflict with the Indiana, 51. 

K Itcli. Nathan. Hi. 

Fitch. I'elatiah. 816 ; letter of. 819. 884 : loiter 
to, X48. :«t ; promise of, 845 ; orooes held 
bv. TlCi 144. 

Fitch. I'clatlah. Jr.. IIS. 

Filch. Thomas, 236. 

Flaw. Benjamin, 100. 

Fletcher, Got. Benjamin, 199, 

Flet. her, Knbcrt, 7 ■» 

Fletcher. Hubert. Jr., 143. 

Fletcher. Gen. Samuel. 90S. 24H. 857. 884, 41*. 
5ol, fiii 29L 111 ; consultation of, 88* ;~hto 
force, :»■>. *8» ; orders ot 839. : bis bri- 
gndc. 4-H. 4M, jli: requested to repair to 
Windham counts 2iL 232 : sheriff, SC3; 
blofrrai hical sketch of. 040— 648. 

Fletcher. »<|iilre II , JHt 

Flowers. Illra. Ma. 

Floyd, « ol. William, 224 ; letter* to, 417, 478. 

479. 4S0. 74*. 
Flynt, John, murder of, 74, 74". 
Fonda, Jellls A., Ifil 
Fonda, John D., letter of. 4M. 
FihiI, Ooortre. a jailer, 444. 
Ford, Hiram, 155. 
Ford. Jacob, 224. 
Foster, Kev. A., liHL 
Foster, Joslah. *8. 
F.*ter, Submit, 148, 
Fowler. Abncr. a Justice, 7tH>. 
Fo\, i: v Hon. Henry. Lord Ilollsnd. 141. 
Fox, Iticht lion. Stephen, Karl of lllchcstcr, 

14)1. 

Foxcroft, John, petition of. 553. 

Fraaklln, Dr. Benjamin, his kindness, 4£fi ; a 

statesman, ViT 
Franklin. Walter. 100, fill 
Freak. Thomas. iSl 

Freeman. Piilncas, declaration ot, 479 ; depo- 
sition of. fifiL 

French. John. Ii8. 

French. Jo intlun. 48 

French. Nathaniel. * 6. 415, 927. 99-V. 

French. William. 706 : ffrure of, 414: epitaph 
on. 415: Inquest on the bodvof. 443. 4*), 
978 : blocrsiihlcnl notice of. 937—949 ; Ida 
burial, tjo, 4-11 ; the proto-martyr. 44n. 441 ; 
effort- to raise a monument to his memory, 
754. 126. 

FrTtlc, Thomas, conyersatlnn of 418. 

Frt»bee. I'hlllp. I2L 75* IM; Philip, Jr., 2fl0- 

Fri'bec. Samuel, IfiU. 

Frost. John, 41. 

Fuller, KN-m-ser. 457. 

fuller, John, a captain, 515 

Fuller. -Ion it Inn. 7. VI 
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Fuller, Joseph, 990. 

Gaffleld. Benjamin, 'eath of, 73 ; captivity of 

his fami Iv. 75, 77. 
Oaicc. Gen. Thomas 114. 489, fiilJL 699, 149 ; 

commission from, till; memorial to. Mj. 

612. ; letter to, 290. 
Galbreath. John, IfiL 

Gale 8am uel. *w. 448. 896. 894, 719. 121 : his 
loyalty. 919 : imprisoned. 486 ; money paid 
In, 98M; county clerk, (lot : biographical 
sketch ot 648—650 ; memorial of, lit*, »« ; 
statement of, til; reimbursed. Ill, olUcea 
held by, 798, 216, 

Gallup, fellsha. Jr.. 550. 

lialusha. Got. Jonas, fati. 

Gamllrur, Benjamin, 132. 

Ganseroort, Leonard. 9S6. 

Oarcey, Joseph, 7,'iU 

Gardner. Kev. Andrew, 133 ; chaplain at Fort 
lru miner. 40 ; preschrs a sermon on a spe- 
cial occasion, 49 ; ehyninreon, 50 ; preaches 
at the fort on the Great Meadow, 70. 

Gardner, Andrew. Jr., 144. 

Gary. Stephen, 133. 

Gates, Mr. . 48*. 

Gate*. Daniel, «*« ; a lieutenant. .',16 

Gates. Gen. Horatio, 968, 475, 979. 

Gates, sbepard, 779,118, 

times. Stephen. SL" 

Gault, John. I5&. 

Oault. William. 129. 

Gay. Kct. Bunker, settled at Hinsdale, 109, 

108 ; epitaph liv. 706, ZllL 
tie. r. rtbubacl, 148, 
Geer, William. 148. 
Georxe II.. acts of, 191 

George III., acts ot 191, 199. 198. 194, 195, 
196 : sentiments r..wnrds. 199. 401, 3U4, 908, 
415. 441, 943. 413 

Getcbel, David, 148, 168, 166, 167, 168. 

Gelehel. Jacob. 168. 

Gibbs. Giles, a prisoner, 8SS ; death ot 890. 

Gib !«*, John. 437. 

li lllsert, rapt. , 887. 

Gilbert, Kzra, orders to. 651. 
GiltK-rt, Nathaniel, a prisoner, 837. 
Gilbert, Thomas, 141, 7!»,I1L 
Glle. Amos, 771. 
Gilc, Mows 406. 
<ille N William, I6J. 
Glllett, Kbenezer, 119. 

Gi t. It, Koeer, llrst child born at Hartford, 
119. 

Gllliuind, William, a judee, 184; offices held 

by. M ML 
Gllson. t'apt. Michael, 86, 89, Siifl. ♦ «. 789, 778 ; 

trial of. 848, 844: a iustice, 4M1. 764.TB67 

Gllson, Susannah, 749 
Gllson. Ziicharlah. 480. 
GoflV. Col. John. 91. 
Gobi. Nathnn, 236. 
Gonire^ua, 7. 
Goodnll. Thomas, 88. 

GwhIcII. Kev. , notice of. 911, 605, 232. 

Goodcnoush, A Herns*. M0. 75* 
GiHHlenouith. 1 lav bl. 415. 4211 5o3, 161; bis at- 
tachment to New \ ork. 348 : narrow escape 

of. 540 

Gooilenoneh, Kbenexer. 111. 
Gnodcnouirh. Itbamsr. 310. 758. 
Gooilenoiii>li. I>>vl. Jr., tbreatened, 86S. 
Goodhue. Joseph. 819; mo<lerator, 096. 
GtNNlrleh, John, 761. 

Goodrich. Hon. S. G., extract from his writ 

Inirs. 6t>1. 
O.miI.I. Seth. 153. 
Goohl. William. 758. 

Gonlon. Gen. , wouniled, 8S8. 

Gore. John. 785. 

Gorton. Benjnmin. 909; charged with homl 
ride, 48o; Imprlsonc ^ g86 
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Gorton, Jonathan, T1H. 
Gould, John. 61. 
Gould. Nutlmii, 88. 
Gould, William, 61. 446. 
Gouldinc. John, lofi. 

Graham, Dr. John Andrew, extracts from his 
Descriptive Sketch of Vermont, 601, 665. 
6TS, iSfl 784. 7AL IW. 

Grandey, (icorgeTV., IT£, 

Granger, Zadock, 80s; agreement of, 475. 47JL 

Grunt, Lieut. . 90. 

Grant, MaJ. , fill. 

Graves, AsaheL 48. 

Graves, Samuel, Jr., wounded by the Indian*, 
46.47. 

Gray, Cant Samuel, flofl. 

Grecly, Samuel, 789 BE 

G ree n. K fx' nexe r, 160. 

Grecnlcaf, Jeremiah, 111, 

Greenleaf, Stephen, 888. 724, 747, 764, IfiL 

Qreclileaf. Stephen. Jr., 8HT 

Grtdley. Samuel. 168. 

Grlffln. John, 292; a courier, 896; deposiUon 
of. 289, 746. 

Griffiths John. 76A 
Grimes John, 118. 
Grlswuld, John. 754. 
Griswuld. Joseph, 761 

Grout. Klijah. 90S, 980; statement of, CM; 

nolle*- of. 857. 
Grout, ilex, klab, 806. 

Grout. Ililklah. 800. 401, CMi captivity of hi* 
family, 75. 77; report of, 994—896; recom- 
mended a* sheriff. 819; arret! and trial of, 
829—881: a justice and commissioner, 121 ; 
notice of, 657; office* held by, 768, 764, 765, 
771. 

Grout, John. 175, 193. 199; an attorney, 148; 
hi* opinion on a law question. 149, 150; 
counsels the Deans 151. 159, 158. 154: ha- 
tred toward*. 168. 168; Is complained of, 165; 
l» arrested by a mob, 166- 168; biography 
of, 650— 658. 

Grout. Jonathan. 115, 124; notice of, 667, 8C&, 

Gtinn, Samuel, 46. 

Gurley. Israel. 257. 

Guthrie, Kphralm. Ifift, 

Guthrie, James IfiL 

Guthrie, William, 758^ Ifll; William. Jr„ 758. 
760. 

Halle, A mo*, 96. 

Ilaldluiand, Gen. Frederick, 4/21: correspon- 
dence of, 881; parole from, 668; letter to, 
12L 

Hale. Benjamin, aflfl. 

Hale. David. 55". 

Hale. Hon. Ilarrv. 148, 65* 

Hale, Samuel, a justice, IlSL 

Hale. Silo*. !JAL 

Hall. Daniel. 1-1. 

Hall. Klihu. 12ii. 

Hall, Enoch, 190. 

Hall. George 118.119. 

Hull. Jeremiah, 118. 

Hall. Lot. 458] biography of 658—666. 

Hamilton, "MrT , a guide, 888. 

Hamilton, Alexander. 469: anrumrnt of, 5.*-3, 
5£4j letters to, 555, 656; letter* from, BW. 

Hammond. Jonathan, 118. 

Hancock. Gov. John, petition to, 954; letter 

to, .Vi2 : proclamation of. 588, 
Hancoek. Joseph, a courier, 286, 286; de|H»l- 

tlon of, 282. 288. LUL 
Hanson, J<din. fW5 
Hardlclay. John, 77. 
Hardway. 77. 
Harlow,' a/cr.Jrtl. 
Harney, John, 60, 7:t8 
Harney, Jonathan. 60. 

H.irper or llarpor, I'obert. 6-19; petition of. 



182; assigned of the quorum, 184; office 

held by. LU. 
Harris Edward, 198. 9t)6, 846, ZI2. 
Harris Nathaniel. 111. 
Harrison. Ific hard. KA. 
Hart, Kiebard, a ship owner, 618. 
Harvey. Dr. Solomon. »*, 206, 65H, 75*': town 

clerk of Duminerston, 200; his account of a 

disturbance at Duminerston, 201— 90S; hU 

patriotism, 885. 
Haskell, rrlnee, rapture of, 8S2, 888. 
Haieh. John. SIC, lift. 
Hatch, Joseph, 712. 
Hathorn. John. 418. 
Haven, Ebenczer, 907, UfL 
Havens Daniel, escape of, 884, 887; burning 

of the house of. 888. 
Havens Kobert, 116; his escape, 884. 

Havlland. Col. , 99. 

Hawks Ctd. Zarfok. 77. 99. 

Hawley, Ellsha, 118, 168, 168, 771. TO. 

Hawlcy, Kcv. Gideon, notice oTTCTti, fiUL 

Hawlev, Joseph, 88, 692. 

llaynes Abel, 96. 

Havnes Itev. Asa, 111. 

Hay ward, Daniel, 109. 

Hoys IJutherford, JJiL 77»: petition at, 507. 

Haxeltlne, Jacob, 906. 

Hazeltlne, CoL John. 101. 204. 805. 826. 286, 
m 245, 248. Ml M8; chairman of patriotic 
meetinjrs 19s, 200, 208 ; chosen a delegate, 
246. '-'IT, Jiil : letter to. jkU. <3L 

Hazeltlne. Marv. punishment of i^i 

Hazeti. John. 125. 

Ilazen, Gen. Moses 412. 

Hazelton. Betsey, first person bom Id New- 
bury. 195. 

Hazleton. John, 125. 126. 

Heath. Mr. .77. 

Heath. Gen. William. 281, 801. 

Hendee. Mr. — . courage of hi* wife, her ex- 
ploits and humanity, 888, 898—890. 

Hendctson, Henry. 816. 

Henderson, John. 88. 

Uendrlck Maquo. 16. 17. 

Henry. Benjamin. 40L. Hi, 

Henrv, John, ^7 ; wounded by the Indians 
60. 

lTcory. Gov. Patrick, fifii. 
Ilensdale, John, 7*1 
Hey w ood. John, 42. 
Hide. Joshua. 90. 
lllldr. lh. Joseph. 207. 

JIHL, John, at the *legc of Boston, 618. 616 ; 

proceedings concerning. IW1 
Hill. Hiehard. imprisoned, 286 ; at the siege of 

Boston, 6JJL 
Hill William, a constable, 816; a doctor. 229, 



chaplain at Fort 



Hills Jame* or Jeamea. ' 

Hinkley. Mr. .112. 

Hlnsdell. KeT. Ebenezer, 
Dummer, 98 ; builds a fort, 27 ; under- 
commlssary, 88 ; letter* of. 77, 78; his cha- 
racter. 101. 

Hlnson, Oapt. .661 

Hltehcwk. Samnel. fifii 

Hlx. Henrv. his punishment, 868. 

Hobart, John Sloe*, 764. 

H"bbs t apt. Humphrey. 89. 40: hi* cele- 
brated conflict with the Indians 40 — 19. 

Hod?**, Henry. 788. 

Hodges William. 2d. 788. 

Hoffman. Anthony. 249. 

HolsliiKton, Kbctiezer. 168,257. 258. 

Holsltiirton. Kbenezer, Jr.. 168 

HoMngton. Col. Joab. 9f0. 2-«8. 299. 728. 77". 
Ill ; major of the rangers 265. f4n 77?" :~n» 
commission. 266 : hi* conduct, 2«7. 2fi-. 27", 
271. 279 : report re-pectlm.-. 274 27.*., wajre-. 
|»id to. 2-2 ; death or. 2->«. 

Holt. Lieut. . 49. 
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Holbrook. John. Jr.. m 
Holbrook. Timothy. 3*2. 
lloldcii. I'r.in is T.'-t. 
Holland. Lord, 141. 
Holland. Sarah, fili. 

Holt. .Iiilm, »i. Li! ; extract from bis gazette, 

74-<. lit 
Holt, William. 11L 

llolton. Mrs. — — , Iroopa gather at her house, 

317. -MS. 

II.. In .n. Mrs. Bethlab. notice uf. t&i. 
II. •Him. Kbcncier. 1< 8. 14S. • 
Honor. .Mary, notice of. 662. 
Hooker, •lohn. anecdote of, 884. 
Hopkins, Unwell. «3H. 
Hopkins William, &HL 
Hopklnson. David. 1*). 
Ilopton, -lohn. .V'l. 
llorsinandeii. Hon. Daniel. 166; 887. 

Hortim, Uout. , 383 ; his oonduct, 894. 

Mosford fainllv, 116. 

ll.wkin*. William. L3&. 

Ilosnicr, Aaron, 04. 

lloanicr, .lohn. 128. 

Ilonirli. I'.ciijaiiilri, petition of, fti7. 

Houghton, Aaron. 96 

Houghton. Daniel, mortally wounded at the 

vYcstmliiSler Massacre. 88L 
Houghton. Kdward. S10 
Houghton, .lohn, 194 : petition ..f, ML 
Houghton, Jonathan. Vs. 
tin i «>, Coombs. 118. 

House. t'oL iloiin, commands a force. 389; 
pursues the Indians, 890 ; his oonduct blam- 
ed and defended. 891. 891 

House. Nathaniel. Hit. 

How. Artemas, 75's, 778. 

How, Caleb, 26, *6, LLi: wounded, 73; his 

death and epitaph. 78, 77. 
How. Daniel. 841. So, «9. 70. 
How. David. Ii=_ 
How, Hon. Kbenezcr. Jr.. 98. 
II..V or H. .we. Mrs Jemima, afterwards Mrs. 

Title, her adventures, 73; ber epitaph, 76, 

71 : notice of, 7l»8L 
How. NclicmUh. 33 36. 

Howard. Col. — . a grantee of Hinsdale (now 

Vernon) and Oullford, 171, 172. 
Howard. Abner, 180. 
Howe. I>avld,aua. 
Howe, M.^es. 817. 
Howe, lteilbeli. 120. 

II Simeon. 12 I. 

Howe. Sir William. 

Of ItoStoll. fill. -ill 9 ; 

memorial to. 02n, 
Hubbard, Abel. 98. 
Hubbaril. 1 1 an nail, UL 
Hubbard. Jonathan. 739. 142. 
Hubbard. Joseph. 120. US. 
Ilulburt, John. 7 1 J 

Hunt. I.icu:. ,4*. 

Hunt Arad. 237 : a courier. 886. 
Hunt. Kllsha. ill. 
Hunt Henry, lett. r of. ili 
Hunt. John. 739, Hi 

limit Jonalban. 7. II I. JflL 4R 362, 363, Trt^ 
761 ; a messenger. 874. 873; letter entrust, d 
to. 877 ; blub sheriff. 43^ 4ii; resisted, 4jfi; 
lefer to. Hi±: petition of. ItlL 

Hunt. Samuel, 1 02, 110, 114. 

Hunt. Simon. 7 l J. 

Huntington. Samuel, <i 

Hurlburt. Jmbh.Ua 

Hutchliis. Benjamin. 93. 

Iliit.hlns. i harle*. 761. 

Hutchinson f.nnllv. 118. 

Hutchinson. 

Hutchinson, Kllsha, 786; 

Hutchinson. John. "»l: hi* house burned. ;l'.'2, 
llMonlason, Thomas, 79. 9X 



hU conduct at the alege 
instructions of. 614^ 613; 



Ber., anecdote of, 
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nyda,Wi:iui^62S. 

Ide, Icbabod. 109. 738. 
Ide, lehabod. It^mT. 
Ide, IaraeL 768. 
Ide. Joseph. 889, Lj& 
Illcheater, Karl of, 140, 

Jaekvin. James, at the siege of Boston, 613. 
616. <j£L 

JiicCium. William, his conduct at the siege ol 

Honton. 618—618; Imprisoned, 619 ; exam- 

IneiL, fill, ffiii 
Jacob, Stephen, 708; prompt conduct of, 348 ; 

wounded, &&U : a commissioner, .V.'.' 
Jauncer, James, an address bv, 607, 60S. 
Jov. J. din, 271, 290, 862: letters to. 887. 883, 

849, 852. 838, 862, 863 ; letters from, 830, 860, 

.lav. Joseph, trial of 848,844. 

Jefferson, Thomas, fflU ; policy of, 59^ 'JUL 

Jennc, John, 3.'io. 

Jctliro, Peter, T. 

Jewel, James or Jearncs, 739, 142. 

Jewell or Jewct, I'apU Daniel, 96, 230, 884, 

Hi; conduct of. 693. 
Johnson, Aaron. 2+s. 
Johnson, Caleb, 123. 

Johnson, Captive, her birth, 64. 331 : stone* 

commemonntive of the birth of, 63, 66. 
John ...n. Dasid. 3siL 
Johnson. Kdward, lull; an author, fififi. 
JoIiiimiii, Isaiah, lli9. 

Johnson, Jamus, and wife, adventures of, I 

66,61 
Johnson, Jesse, 183. 

Johnson. Joel, 43; compelled to run 

gauntlet, 44. 
Johnson, John, 669. 

Johnson. Mosc*. 93. 96, thfi ; conduct of, SKL 

Johnson. Col. Thomas, 125,3*6: notice of. 404; 
taken prisoner. 4Q5 : his sihcnturcs in cap- 
tivity, 406— 4Us; biogniphv of, 666 — 669. 

Johnson. William. fifiJL. Sir, 78. 

Johnston, Dilliiiirtou. 772. 

Johnston, John, 7r.i 

Jones, Hetijamin, Jr.. 836. 

Jones, Daniel, petition of, 188: Justice of 
peace. 146: deputy surveyor, 149; his con- 
duct, 131), 131. 138. 

Jones, Joseph, 7HS 

Joins, Dr. lEeubt R. 196; his patriotism, 197, 
828. 824.638; bis narrative, 643, 746; notice, 
of. 738, "3sC 

Jones, Hon. Thomas, 700. 

Jov, David, a justice, 76ft. 

Ju'dd, Kno. li, 148, 168. 168. 

Kathan. Charles, 96. 889 ; a lieutenant-colonel, 
1 1 [ 

Kathan, Daniel, 848, 778. 778; a justice, 481, 
Oft, 

Kathan. John, 88, 87, 848; his character. 168, 
109; refuses to serve in the Vermont mili- 
tia, 846; petition of. 

Knthan. John, Jr.. 88, 842. 

Kelghler. KdwanL sUtemcnts of, 618; Im- 
prtsom-d. 619. 

Kellogg. Daniel. 735. 

Keli.^'L". I'apU Joseph, 19, 20: cotnmnndcr of 
Fort Duiiiiner. 31 ; his friendship w ith the 
Indians. 88. 24; an interpreter. 26: biogra- 
phy of. 669 -678: a commissioner "88. 

Kell.igc. CapL Martin, Jr., 12, 669; - Jllec of, 
678.678. 

Kcllv. -loin.. 604. 689. 688. «L 

Kelsey, James, QQQ. 

KembM, I', t.-r. 761. 

Kembie, teimoL oio 

Ken. hill. Amos. 330. 

Kendall, Kdward AiigUstna, cxlraets from hi* 
Truels, 3SS-392. 
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Kcmlnll. Isaac, !WH 510- 750. 
K. ill. Jacob, notice i.f, 125, 126; a commis- 
sioner, •.'*<), Ilia.: offices held b% , lilfl- 
K. in. .Iiilin. capture of, itvi. 
Kcwauchcum, 17. 
Kc\ <■.«. Jonas, Jr., 96. 

Kidder. Oliver, n coroner. HE ; an ensign, ill; 

» lieutenant, 778 
Kilburn, John. 117; » ml of tV- fight at his 

fori. 74. 789 741 ; his epitaph, 74.. 

Killalll, I':. --- I- 

Ki in I. i.l I. Amos, 120. 

Kimball, Col. ticorgc. W. 

KliubalL ruim-lias ZIL 

King, John. 7. 090. 

King, Joseph, 168. 

King, Itufiiis o commissioner, 553. 

King, Titus. 73, 74. 

Kirbv. Iteiibcn. ■ ■'•', 7<j. i. 

Klrklcy.John, SDL 

Knapp, Knhralm, .jo3. 153. 

Knccland, Mr. , 890. 

Knccland, Joseph, a prisoner, 8s5; nmnlrr of, 
89H. 

Knight. Cot. Elijah, 5J6_; stationed at (iullford, 
6*1, 52>; conductor his men. ,*iJ9: Increase 
of his force. isJJ ; he retreats, 5Ji. 

Knight. Joel, wounded, Mm 

K tii if itt. Jonathan. Itilit, 772: wounded at tb« 
Westminster Massacre, 881. 

Knight. Samuel, SS'W, HI I, JUL 689 : charged 
with homicide. 23u; iKtttlon»~"o""r5(i7. .Vi'i ; 
biography or, 678- 675; offices held hy.Ttg, 

Knight, Simeon. 101. 

Knowles. Sir ( liarlcs. 8sS. 

Know Hon. < 'ah In. notice of, nTf. 

Kriowlton, I.nkc, loo. 227, 857. 291. 40L 410, 
Ifil; an agent. :S>1 ; remonstrates with t nn- 
gress.8">2; lllahtof. 4*5. S»i8: scimiro of. fr>4, 
Fi2'l : n side-judge, 54S: notice of. 075, C>7«; 
Inimical conduct of, 721—788; office held 
by. ISL 

Know ltoti, Hon. Paul II., fiTA 

Lobaree. I'eter, taken captive, 64, 08. 
Lafayette, Oilbert Motler >le, ML 
Lomi>. Itaxt.l. 7.9. 778; hi- nrrc-t. 441: trial 
a lei line <'f. Hi. IBKJ dtfpXkdttofi of, lulL 

Lamb, John. 524. 

Jjlillulit. ('apt. , li£u. 

Landers, Kl.cn. 'tltK 
Landers. Joseph. l&L 

Lnngiloii, Murk, charged with homicide. 880. 
Lansing, John, Jr., a commissioner. 55*». 580. 

Ml 

Lothcrt.cc, Timothy. 148. 

Liughtoii. Jacob, notice of, 2.12. 

Laughlon. John. SSiL 

Luurrns, llcnrv. letter to, 8S4. 

L«w, An.lr. », 218. 

Low. Michael. 9o. 280. 

Law Truer, John, 7'1I, 709. 770. 

UffCsM Jonathan, J r., 60. 

Leavius. Jclciliah, A2JL. 

Lee. Charles, 141; C n . letter of 646. 

Lee. Thomas, hoM« a court martial, 329. 

Leeds. Caps. , 49. 

Le Mott, . assists to lead a party again -t 

Hovalton. HS't. 
Le onard. Kliphalct, Uta. 

Leonard, t'apt. James, 788; James, 8.1, 7«s; 

.lames. Hi. 188. 
Leonard, William. I8& 

1*1 Im, I'eter. 163. 

l-rwls. Cron. a r'renchman, 76. 
L- w is. |:..Ih rl. 7nl. 

L'llomm.-illt 'i. Lira. 4 IS. 4(13: letters from, 

liA it*, 4'.T. 'Is.'. iLsi ; re|Mirt of. bLt bfA 
Lim o n. lien lb ii imin. 4U'«, C07, "Vt. 
Li m ..In. . I... lab, lai 
Lincoln, Thomas, 8 1. 788. 



Llwomb. Francl*. T88. 
Little. JoM'ph. IK 

Llvliifrston, I'eter Van Bnigh. 84.V 24«. 265. 
Livingston. Colx-rt L., 21»i, a . ..minis- 

sioner, tos. 
Llviugst4>n. tiov. William. 21.'.. 
Lloyd. Ilvtlelil. JJi 
Luck II ii, Ls-tinls, 96. 
I^ird, l»r. . C9. 

Lord, JiHM-ph, 104; assign. <l of the quorum, 
184; examination bv, 178; letter of, 6f>2; 
notice of his life, 6t7. 67ft ; office* held bv, 

7^, :c>i, iai — — 

Lir.1. Nathaniel, T78. 
I»nl, ^arah, fli 
Lot, Abraham, M£, Ji^ lid. 
L>lt, Johannes K., i24. 
Lmdon, l...r.:. 84. 
I^vejoy, Abljah, 20«. TH, 
Lovejov. I'eter, curious wedding of, QfiL 
L>vc1l,'Klljuh.88L 
Lovell, Kn»s 886. 
Lnveil. Michael, 101. 
Uivell. Oliver. 401. 410. W6. TIL 
Lovell. Timothy, 82S; hi» wmMlfann, <197. 
Lovewell, ( apt* John, victory of, 
Lovewell, t'apt. Nchcmiab, 125; his scrviccB, 
il± 

Low, Isaac, letter from, 196. 197; hU letter 
reel at Westminster, lies; action un Iho 
letter of, 190. 200. 

Lowell, John, attorney, 622. 

Ludlow, < iry. surrogate, ttin. 

Ladlow, 1 homos, 147, 

Lukeus, Mr. . 644. 

Lull, ( apt. , right at his house, tULSaa. 

Lull, Mom *. biH. 

Lull. Timothy, 114. 771; names Lull's brook, 
115 

Lull, Timothy, Jr., 429; the flr»t iH-r»«n born 

in llartland, 115. 
Lusher, Joseph. 889. 
Lyman, Kilos. W»0 
Lyman, Klijah, JUL 
Lyman, (l.orgr, T.VS 
Lyman, Kev. (iemhom C, 89^. 
Lyman, (iideon. 117, 116, 119.090. 
Lyman, Jim-I, Tiil 
Lyman, Thinehas 99. 

Lynd or Lynde. Daniel. 425. 4316 : lined. Aid. 
Lynd or I.J ll.le, Joshua. 42tl. T.'.T ; liiie.l. iiii. 
Lynd. Lemuel, 767. 
Lviidhurst, Lord. £80. 
L'vnds. I lanle I. 111. 
Lyon, Zebulon, 771, Hi 

MacNachten. Alexander. 165. 
Macolllber, Mephen. Uti 

Madison. James, 601 ; election of, Mi*.i \ ..pi- 
nion of. I£i 
Maleorn. William. ML 

Manlv. Com. John, lib exploits. 618. 021. 688. 
Mann. Charles, KB. 
Mann, Daniel. 42. 

Mann or Mam laaac. petition of. 132 ; asaigned 
of the quorum, 144; offices held by, 708. 
165. 

M . , -ili-l.l. Martha, punishment of, 5S2. 

Marsh. Mr. . 618. 

Marsh, AIm-I, 8l1L 

Marsh. Kllita, llrst rn^rson Inirn in Sharon. 116. 
Marsh, Joel, a |usti.-e. 7ii9: a eaptaln, 771. 
Marsh. John. 24*; John, Jr., 246. 
Marsh. Jonathan. 112. 

Mon.li, ( ol. Jom plL. *4S. 266, 274. 2S7, 891. ftflj, 
815. 7j«, Oil. ill; a delegate. 254, 8.s\ 2T>fi, 
218. 787: elected deputy governor, 814 ; 
orders In. 889. 

Manh. William. 80S. 425. 

Marshall. Samuel, fifBL 

Marti", Kbenexer. 160. 

Marti: , I i race. 690. 
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Martin. Matthew. 113. 
Marvin, Ebencier. 
Mason. Peter, a prisoner, 
Massanuih. 28. 
Mnsxeguun. 'J8. 
Mather, I)r Cotton, 17. 18. 
Matthews. Joel. JhEL ILL 
Maltooo. Nathaniel, TJflL 743. 
Mannsell. Col. John, petition of, fkifi. 
May. John. 287. 
McCarr*. James. IfiL 
McClnre. S imucl a captain, 890. 
Met'nan. John, SSI 
Mcliougal). Alexander, ML 
Mcl)ougall, William. ML 
McFarland. Jme. 160. 
McKcaii. Thomas, tnntlon of, 489. 4T0 
McK. moo, John, 438 ; letters to, 614. (Vtil, 647, 
5_±s, _=-=■ — 

MeKlnky, Alerander, flDi. 
MeKlnncy, I)anle1, wounded by the Indiana, 
46, 47. 

McUllan, lira. , 96. 

McPberson, John, XJ& 

UcWaln. Wlllbun. a sergeant, 884; complaint 

of. 8W, 840. 
Mccanlchcba, 7. 

Melendy. Samuel. 4*6, MO, ISA; fined, 408; 
examination of, -VUi 

Melvln, dpt. fclearer, commands a Mont, 40; 
to attacked br the Indiana, 41 ; his courage, 
and fate of his men, 4S. 48, 4S, 01. 

Merer. John, a captain, ■!■ - 

Merrtclt. Isaac, JJfcL 

Merrill. Nathaniel, a sheriff. IfiiL 

Messenger fandly. 118. 

Mctealf. Catharine, IflL 162. 

Metcalfe. Simon. i±l ; heirs of. IfiL 

Miller. Isaac. OllL 

Miller. Robert. 758, 

Miller. Samuel ISO. 

Miller, Wllllain. 429. 

MHK Abraham, frift 

Mills. Simeon. 168 

Mlnoll. Samuel, 859, 875, ISA: address signed 
by, 885, R8A. 874 : letters to. 8X41. 887. 850, 
851. 856. 857. 877. 87S ; report l.repared bv, 
840 ; letters from. 860, 861. 868, 870, 871 ; a 
nuijor, iLi 

Mlnott. Samuel. Jr . HL 
Mlnolt. It, a Samuel, 6», 96, 806. 
Ml rliel. Kbenexer, 46. 
Moffat, John. ffliL 
Monroe, James, reference to, r>90 
Montuian, Frances CJiL 

.See /,••„ &/t»,r». FnltU!** 
Montuxan. Margaret. iVt4 
Moor, I leul. — . m 
Moor, John. Lti : John, Jr., 141 
Moore, Abljah, 112 
Mint. , Benjamin. Hi. 

Moore. < apt Fall bank. S8 : his death and that 
of his a»n, arid capture of hla family, srt, H7 ; 
an earlv settler of Hrattleborough, 104. 

Moore, Falrbank. Jr.. 82. »6. 

Moore. Frank, notice of, 759 

Moore. Hot. Henry. 107. IU. 116, 128. 124, 184. 
17H ; letter frern, 185 ; hlscfforta to advance 
clvlxllation. 189. Hi': grants by, 141; np- 
plicatlons to, 142, 171 ; commission from, 

an. 

Moore. Jonas, 96 : his house robbed, 172. 

Moore. Newell. 96 

Moore, Roderick, Tfri 

Moore, William, conduct of, £8£L 

Mnredock. Benjamin. 248. 

Mnrcdoek. Oliver, 24S. 

Morgan. Mr. . a British secretary. 721. 

Morris, (iouvemeur, 2s7. 290, 292 ; letter to, 
824. 

Morris, Lewis R . consultation with, 800 ; a 
-ommlsaloner 5JSL 



Morris, Rlcliard. 147. 12JL 428, 682: letter of, 
43" ; jurat of, ^1 ; uttldavlt of. IS*; office 
IteTd bv.TieL 

Morris, Robert, 4-7 

Morris, Roger, ls>6. 

Morrison, .loi n. -7. 

Morrison, Robert, heads a riot, &4S ; trial of, 

Morrison, Thomas. "65. 

Morse, Kl>. n. i. r, 100. 

Morse. John, 286. 

Morse, Moses, 4rt>, 

Moaeley. Increase. 1113. 

Moylsn, Stephen. £22. 

Mumford, 1'anl, 122. 

Munroe. Reuben, punishment ot 5iJL 

Mnttsell, Benjamin. 5&D. 

Munsell I taitlel. 045. : Daniel, Jr., S4± 

Munsell. Thomas Laze I, M*. 

Murdock. Thomas. 815. 

Murray, Gen. George. 92. 

Mr rick, Capt , 897. 

Nailer, Michael • prisoner, 624. 
Nannatoohau, 28. 
Nash, Kpbralm, IIS. 
Nash. Timothy, 190. 
Nswelet, 7. 

Nelson. Thomas, trial of, 848, 844. 

Nesblt. Jane, ?** 

Newell, lillhii. 880 

Newman. Henrv. I3fi_ 

Newton, Ber. Ephralm IT.. 99. 890, 6£L 

Newton, John, taken prisoner, 8S2. 

Newton, Richard, Imprisoned. 619. 

Nichols or Nlchnlts. Ephralm. 86S, 42i 

Nichols, Paul 4*4. 757 . 

Nichols. Samuel. 257. lii 

Nicholson, tut . IS. 

Nicholson. John, Hi. 

Me. .11. William. 189. 

Nile*. Nathaniel a side Judge, 54& 

Niton, Ellas, "H* 

Noble, Jonathan. 168. 

Noble, Samuel .'<*«. 759. 

Noonoowanmet, 17. 

Norman, Henrv M.. 63-t. 

Norman, Thotiwi*. B6&: and wife. 6j!i 688, IC2 

Norton, Andrew. 116, IRS, 828. 

Norton, John, 257. 261. G3L UV ; notice of, 

221 ; objections to. 251, 259; trial of, 848, 

844 : anecdote of, ££L 
Noyce. John, his services, 581 
Noyes, Gorham. Ml 
Noyes, John, Oil : Hon. John. 9d 
Nurse, Caleb. 7,'tB 
Nurec, Joshua, 426. 005, 758. 118. 

Oaks Seth, 41L 
Odell. Mr. . 968. 

Ogden. Capt , his march with Robert 

Rogers. 90. 

Oleott. Mr. . a Justice cf tlie peace, 178, 

Olcott. Kllas. 4JJL 

Ohi.lt. I'cter. 815: a commissioner, 289, MS. 
Olcott Simeon. ««, fifiL 144. 
Olcott. Timothy. 280 ; a coroner, 1SL 
I Olden. John. 151. 
Old Quail John. 116. 

Olio, Gideon. 002: consultation with. 555. 
Oliver. William. 829. 880, 
Onslow. Robert, a capture by. 661. 
Ontaussoogoe, Irvatv with, 24, 786 — 788. 
Ootboudt, llenrv. AJJL 
Orr. Isaac, 816, 778. 
On Icy. Barbara, IA2. 
OrrU. OiTShnm 488. 
Orvls Welghtstlll. I7A 

OsgiKHl. Itenjamin, 48 ; his captivity and 
death. 44. 

Ossood, t 'hristopher. charged with homicide, 
280; a letter carrier. 121 ; arrest of. 122. 
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Osgood, Samnc-l 122. 
Chiner. John, 128. 

Oily, (apt . 124. 

Ow'en, 1 alcb, 511. 

Packard, Squire, Debt »t Ilia house of, 617. 

cut, 

Packer, < Tiarlcx. I6A 

Packer, Ichahod. Ii£L 

Packer. James 426, T,*iT. 

Patldleford. JonaThan, Jr., 73S. 

Patp I>av(d, 116, 12U. 

Page, Jacob, hit captivity, 405. 40b. 

Page, Samuel, 120. 

Page, U II! .uni. U tter to. 691. 

Paine. Elijah, a commkuloncr, DM ; United 

States senator, 
Paine, Ei»lirulm. 524; rcpreac illation of, ^1 
I'alne, Hubert Treat, liSi. 
}'aliitcr, Klliabctb, CM. 
Palmer, George, a justice, T'»* 
Panm-I. John, ML 7611 Ha. 
Park, Oea. Jonathan, ltW. 
Park, Lacy, the flret child born In Newfane, 

1IN>. 

Parker, Asa, I5X. 

Parker, Ehcncxcr, 515. 

Parker, I sane, ST. 

Parker, James 86. 

Parker, Jnshno. 95. 

Parker, Capt. KiwwalL 96. 

Parkhnn-t, Capt. E, »»6. 

Parkhurst, Caj>t. John, hla kind conduct, 865. 

Parkhurst, Phlncos hi* endurance, 8S7. 

Parkhurst, Tilly. 3*6, 8*7. 

Parkis Samuel] '.Ms. 

Parks Amur I :ih, 7f»S. 

Pannelee. Alexander, 280. 

Parsons Simeon, 691. 

Parsons Timothr, 97. 

Partridge, Oliver, 96, 97, £82. 

Partridge, Capt. S., his store robbed, 615, 6Io; 
|M-lllion of, 622. 

Partridge, Samuel, 18, 10ft, Ifl2. 

Patcrson. William, 2«, IKS 726: high sheriff, 
*«. 2ls IfilL hl» meaMirifTmr defence, 219; 
charged wills homicide. •-*;»>; liiiprtsoncd, 
286; money paid Io,2Hm; notice uC, 67 s tiZSL. 

Pntriek, Matthew, a captain, UjLL 

Patrick. Samuel. 147. I4\ 

Patterson. Eleazcr, 2n6. 291. 299. 80S, 817. 884, 
«5«, H45: report of,2IM— KM; letter" of, 886, 
if"'.'; trial of. 84*, 844 ; letter to. 87s: com- 
munication of, !'.•<«; a Justice, 4JH; petition 
of. 862: office* held by, 764. 765. Ha. 

Patterson, ltolx-rt, 112. 

Patterson. Walter, 140. 

Paugusfisfi. 

Pavne, Klljab Freeman, a lieutenant, 65^ G59, 

6ft i. 

PenUxlv. Nathaniel, letter of. GUS. 
Peak, John, 74. TJo; hla death, 142. 

Pearson, Mr. , 7. 

Pease. John, 19. 

Peek, Capt. Joseph. US, 6JA &J2, 778: orders 
a rescue, 426; lil» i rial. 45u; search for, 60s; 
grant of lands to. 545. "»- 

Pelnv, Anthony, 7^-', 

Pelrce, John, 7jrtg, Hi. 

Pcmber, '1 in. run-, death of, 8M. 

Pemberton. Kbcnrzcr, 126. 

Pennlman. Or. Jatxz, Cill : hi* wife. Of. 

Pennuek. .lames, office* held by, 169. 

Pennoek. Samuel. Ifti. 

Perlmiii. Jonathan, 1196. 

Perin, John, III. 

Perkins. Moses. 48. 

Pern', Jalwx. TM. 112. 

Perry, John, fC '£>. 

Perry. William. 839. 

IVler Parlev, reference to, 60L 

Vetera, Andrew 11., 124. 
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I Peters John. .24. 160. 788. WL 
Petty, John, I6JL 
Petty. Joseph, 42. 

PheljKs Charles 97. 2«6, 244, 40t, 4S8. 4!0, ,V5, 
507. 653, C9;S; remove* wltlihls family to 
Marlborough, 99 ; petition drawn by, 2u7: 
letters of, :!63. 4-U. 4-9. 4!i5j his' effort* 
for the defence of Cumberland county . ■'»*) 
- (URi ; inemoria! . I. : t to k n.-- 

ton. Ml ; at Philadelphia, 862, 463, 4ii4. 466, 
4<>- ; attacks an officer and is lined, 872, 373 ; 
remonstrance by, 421; loyalty of himself 
and family to New York, 42IL; documenla 
prepared by, 427 — 429 ; mission to Pongh- 
kee|*le, £}o, 4flo: appointe<t to offlc*-, 4;.l ; 
eharire- airali:-!. I HI. 417; hi* library sold, 
44 it : an agent, 45tt, mLi resolve afCtMiglCM 
touching. 4JiI; dr|H>sitiona of, 479, re- 
turn of,' 4*41, 4'<* ; imprisonment of, 5o6; 

i>etitlon for release of.ftitZ; sale of his estate, 
18; trial of, 62U: attainted of treason, 521 ; 
petition and pardon of, jV^ 52L 6*i. 5iil ; 
grant of lands to, 545. 757 ; bb.crapliv of, 
679— 4vi; genealogy of the family of, tl>9— 
fiSi ; office* held by. Ttttj 7t>l. TCtVilil. 
Phelps, Charles Jr., 4B2; scene at his house, 
611—618; genealogy of, 6*9—631 ; notice of, 
S92. 

Phelt*, Hon. Charles «i G&L 

Phelps Hon. James IfTTetter from, 64L 

Pbelps John, 442. 6Je4k 

Phelpa. NatlianTel. liltL, £20. 

Phelixs Solomon. 99. 246; orderol out of town, 
277; library of. 4411: nelicalogy of, 68U— 4BM ; 
biography of, 691. Sjij ; an attorney, 76*. 

Phel|>s Timothy, 99, 4**, 499, &AL «'-'. 7»i 
DJ; attacks an officer amiU llm-<l, S7*. «TT; 
attempt to arrest, 4441; floors a constable, 
441. 448 : linn and prudent conduct of his 
wife. 412,443; Is arrested by Kthan Allen, 
448. 4S; trial of, 446. 441 ; sentence of, 44-. 
4iii 6M ; n'solvo of CVmgress touching, 47o ; 
letter of, 490; account of hi* Imprl-onmeiit 
and release, 492—49"*: petition of, 6u7: 
bearer of diMuitehcs 511 : rapture and re- 
lease of, 612, 51H; hU proO'eilfngs idCSl; tes- 
tllles K'fore the Senate of New York. 624 ; 
genealogy of, 6-9—4591 ; bhigraphv of, 6»:i, 
lift ; III- family. B9I : a sheriff, Ilkl 

I'liTTTp, an Indian. 7157141. 

Philips. Mr. . 6-,-.. 

Phillips Elijah, SEE - 

Phippcn, At water. 158. 

Phippcn, Joseph, 7,'iH 

Plilppcn, Samuel, 75.'t 

Phi|>s I.leiiL-Uov. Spencer, 86. 

PbipS William, death of. 84, 76. 

Plerxv, Kli-ha, 759: .juarter-iiiuster, W. ILi 

Plen-e, Ephralm. 77: 

Pleiw, J.wpb, 28a 

1'ierre, Thomas trial of, 848, 844. 

Pierce, William, 159; trial of, 848. 844. 

Pike, Jacob. 6a 

Plng-ry. Hon. William M., 119, 194, 267, 297 

Pintieis James Jr.. 112. 

Pitkin. William. 1M. 

Pitt, William, £49. 

Plait, KlUabcth. 7o0. 

Plait, Zephaniab, 271. 

Plenderlenf. Jubn, 863 TJi. 

Ponuusnn. 17. 

Poinroy, Klrt-nezer, fiftL 

I'omroy. Nathaniel. 1u. 

Pond. Caleb, his shrewdness 441. ±LL 

PiM<|>ooniiek. 17. 

Porter. Col. Elcuter, 21, 49, 762: a commU- 
s loner, 7 - 

Porter, Elisha, a sheriff, 612; his conduct, 

51. i. 

Porter, James Jr., 6S. 
Porter. Noab. 116. 
Porter, lion. Samuel, (Al. 
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Powell. Anns. 10ft 

Power*, Kphrauu, wonndnl by the In<ll»ns 

50. 

Powers Rev. Grant, researches of, 19U, 5>G. 

Power-. Jerathmtcl. '.'57 

htm, Nathaniel, 114, IIS. 

Powers, Peter, L*, liii Her. Peter. 12«. 

Powers Simeon, IK: Simeon, Jr., lit, 

Powart William, la, 

Pownall, Gov. Thomas, 91. 

Vn.lt. Isaac, 99. 

Pratt. Samuel, 7*9. 

Prcseott, Gov. Robert, 641 

Price. I apt. a 378. 

I'rlo.t, Kfeazer, -10. 
Prince, Samuel. M4. 

Pritchanl, (apt. , 4£iC 

Proutv. Kllhih. 418. 42", 424, 757: appositions 

of. 4J1 121; * Justice, 181; petition of, flaT: 

offices held hr, 704^ 765, 7<W. 
ProMy, Francis 778: c<muII by, 501 804: 

petition of, flul; capture of .Vr- : bit trial, 

ft-'fl ; grunt of lands to, 545, 757, 151 
Prontv, Ulchard. IiL 
Putnam, Adoiiiiah, 4.-6. 5ii5, 151 
Putnam, Gen. Israel. 75TT5, 114. 
Putnam, James U-ttcr of, iktL. 
Pyncbeon, John, T. 

Qalmby, Mr. , 78. 

Kale, Sebastian, 14. 
Ramsay, David, 47 1. 

KaijKi'v. Peter, order to, 018: Imprisoned, 

619: a captain. OtL 
Rand. Itob. rt, Ifia. 
Randolph. John, tils sentiments, M»i» 
Ranncv, Kphralm, 2"1 778: an Innkeeper, 

14\ i.**: a raptaln, 445; a justice, Ilsl 
Rsnncy. Silence. 153. 

HnriMiin, Hon. Kpapbrodltua, bis motber, Mil 
letter of. 411 
. Rnthhurn. Wait, 651 
Kiiv. Patrick. M. 
Head, John, 720. 

Roeil, Mr. . alarm by, 89*. 

Kent, l«aac, 884, UJL 
Reeve. Tapping, 508. 
Reynolds. 11.. 99. 

Rice. Asa, 7:1 : Capt. Asa, W, 778; letter of, 
111 

Rice, Rarzillsi. i!iL 4Anj deputy sheriff. 425; 

prudence of. 5i>4. fiuft: rwl-tancc to, 52U. 
Rice. Kphraim, 50.), i59; his property sold, 

8.M 

Riee, J.wlah. 428. 25X. 

Rlee. Mieah. Ho, 111, 84S, HI 

Riee, < 'apt. Moses 78. 

Rice, Phineas 84s. 

Rice. lUlpli, 47. 

Rich, Daniel. Hi. 

Richardson. Mr. . law salt of, Tin 

Richardson, dame's l£ti 
I'lchardson, Joseph. 4-'t. 
Richmond, llenrv. 7:t-. 
Richmond, Joseph, 781. 
Rider. Oliver. 9US. 
Rillcnhnuse, David, CM. 
Rlx, Daniel, escape of himself and family, 8S5, 
8*8. 

Kl*. Gardner, a prisoner, 8*8, 8*7. 
Bobbins Jchlel, 12a. 
Bobbins Thomas. s*. 
Bobbins William. 84. 
Roberts K>« nexcr. Ifil 

Roberts, Giles 426, 757; examination of, 

an — 

Roberts. William, 880. 

Robertson, Amos, a commissioner, 2*>°. 768 
Robertson, (ten, James, advice of. 818: con- 
sultation with, 616: orders of, Wi 7 ■ u t uto- 
rial to. 621L 
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Robertson, Nathaniel. 280, 123. 

Rnbrrtsoli. Riubrll, 7,'i8 
Robertson. Samuel. 2u6. 
Bohinson. Ami..-, IJ:>. .71. 

Robinson, Beverly, letter from, UL 

Boblusoi., Klijah."Ar»I, 7<M. 

Robinson. V.irn. 88i>: his property sold, 858. 

Robinson, Moses, 477, fifii; chief judge, 840. 
87s 444. 520: anecdote of. 842. «*•»); nprwlnt- 
e.l Co visit tlie Yorkers, 875; Incident In tbo 
life of, 4J& 494, 497; agent, 689; United 
Stales senator, fiila; marriage performed by, 
'j . ■ 1 . 

Robinson. Nathaniel, 908, 

Robinson, Samuel, 4s6; his opinion, 479 ; a 

Justice. IKl 
Rogers James, 90S, 770: notice of, S49, 950; 

office* held by. 784, 7 oft 
Rogers, James JrTTt9. 
Rogers. Oliver. 55u. 
Rog. rs. PauL, LLal 

Rogers. Ma). Robert, the distinguished ranger, 
78, «s\ 114; destroys the village of hi. 
Kraii. K 89; his disastrous march, 90, II. 

Rood, Daniel, 878, 879. 

Roosevelt, Mr. , &S&. 

R*H>t, Tsnrwtbr, SLL 

Rout, Kllsha. "li. 

Root, lletcktah. 6HL 

Root, Jesse, deputed to Tislt tbo Grants, 850, 

858. 

Root, hnmnrl. 778: trial of, 848, 844. 

Root, Timothy, 772, 7*8; acta as a Judge, 88S. 

Kosbrook, Kleazer, 120. 

Kosbrook, James ISO. 

Rns<% Joseph, 49 

Rosebrook. James. 147, 14S, 149. 

RoscvelL, Isaac 7M 

P.ouville, MaJ. Ilertel de, 10, 11,11 

Row, Daniel, Mary, daughter of, 594. 

Row alitit Munruc, Reuben, punishment of, 

Rowe, John, robbery of, 815; petition of, 

Rugg, David, 85, 86. 
Ruggles. Benjamin. 783. 
Russel, Noadiah. 121. 
Rutledgc, John, 484, 122. 

S.il.in. Daniel, trial of, 848, 844. 

s)abin. Noah, 201 204. 288; settles In Pntner, 
95, 98 : his nrmnese, 21 n 220, 6jtf. fti«j in'i- 
prisoned. 288; trial of. 848, 8+1 fUndiics* of, 
MK 899; biography of (BM— -897 ; statements 
of. 124. lit; otllce held bv, 7j>Llfl5. 

Sabln, Noah, Jr n 889, 41UJ biography of. C97, 
fi8s 

hackett, an Indian chief, fights with Capt. 

Ilobbs, 45—49. 
Rafford, Capt , commander of a fort, 888. 

884. 

Snftord, Maj. Jesse. 55L 
Stafford, Jonathan, 814, 111 
Safford, Joseph, fill 

hufford, I'hillts 768^ his bravery, 281, 231 
288. 

Salisburv. Hale, IfitL 

Saltonstnil, Gov. Gurdon, 14, 104, Tjfi. 

SaltonsUli, Mary, L2£. 

haltonstall, Riclianl. 7J5. 

Saiiilcrson, James 115, 118. 

Sargeant, David, 104 : David. Jr., 104. 

hargeant, Jabex. 109, '-'-i. 

Sargeant, John, the first white person born la 

Vermont. KsL St* Sergrtint. John. 
Sargeant, t'apt Stephen, 234, 1M. 
Sargeant, Thomas 104. 
Sargent, John. 21. 
Sargent. Kzra. 815. 
SargeriK UrflMflj 888. 
Sartwell, Jt nnthan, 89. 
Sartwell, J. >la^ 24. 
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Bartwell, Obadlab. M. 

Ka voire, Samuel Stow. 40S. 

Snwlcll, I'anicl. IK 117. 

Saw tell. Jacob, 116. 

Sawtell, Oliver, 116. 

Sawyer, Abner, 99. 

Schlatter, Michael, executors <if, 768. 

Scbuvlcr. Col. Peter. 17, Kft, 7B. 1(9. 

ScaayWr, Dm Pbillis 870, 2S6, 8s7, 2*9. 668, 

MW. 606. 6U\ 12L 
Seolluv. .Iiihn. rotili.il, 61ft. 616: certificate of, 

621 ;' petition uf, 
Beait, Kll, 46. 

Scott, John M Tin, 24H, TiV.'. 
Scott, >amuel. 11*. 
Scott, Thomas. &U. 

Seaman, Benjamin, ISO; memorial of, 608.608. 
Seelye, Abner, ILL 

Sergeant, or sergeanta, or Servants, or Ser- 
jeant*. orSargeant, or Sargcants, I'oL John, 
2ft7, 8AS. 8*1, 897, till; tuecilns* at ihe 
bout* of. 294— 897, 811, 818, «#. Ififl; trial 
of, 848. 844 ; communication of, 8S0 ; orders 
out militia, 47ft, QM; rrpttnciit of.ftlft. ; peti- 
tion of, aaiTUnc* h. ld by. 764, 778, 778. 

Sergeant, Iter. John, Cli. 

Serecant, Thomas, 286. 

Serjeant*. Daniel, 40. 

Serjeants, I. lent. John, 40 

Sessions, liar I as. 81ft. 

Be*!"!!*. John, 190. 264, i«6. 974. 201 ; a dcle- 
•rate, 268 ; information of, 370, 271 ; 
loan to, 2*2 : letters of, 2*7. 2**. 2*'>, liiii ; 
letter to. 39* ; trial of, 848, 844 ; went to 
tin?. Clinton, 8ft8 ; representative in tho 
New York Wcmbly, 861, 767, 76* : c\a- 
rnlntttion before, ftaii ; anecdote of, IM; 
(ilHwji Ikeld by, 768, ISA. 

Severance. Samuel, 43. 

Sever*. Nathaniel, 

Sewall, -amuel. 1*. 

Shaltuck. Daniel, S3 : Daniel, Jr., 82. 

Snatttick, Gideon, 82. 

Shaltuck, William, 436. 48ft, 4.M. 4'-3, 521 ; hia 
boldness, lii: a militia office r. ML Hi; 
his arrest. 4JL *» -\ •*>' 6 : his trial. 446, 4AI : 
his sentence, 44% 40 •. CM : an agent. 462, 
4iii: at IVuslikeep-le, 464. 46.*. 4Bk;~il 
Philadelphia, 465, fell; congressional re- 
solve concerning, 467. Hill reaches homo, 
■171 ; an expedition of, 47ft; affidavit of, 
47- : account of. 4*7. 4j*5 ; |>etltlori for re- 
lease of, iStll i petitions of. £20, ML 5i2. ; 
lands irranted to. 542— 447, 7577 7STifl» ; ■ 
member of Assembly, 76*.. 

Shaw, Mr. . 618. 

Shay*. Daniel. IllS. 

Shcaff*. Samson, T4M 

shefOln, Jacob, 763 

Shelbumc, 1 .1 r of, letter to, 185. 

Slirliloti, Lieut. , 47, 40. 

Sheldon, Hannah. ILL 

Shcpardson, I 'an lei. 426. ; letters of, 414, 
41ft. 48 »■ Cbtii. ; a mc**cnircr. 423 ; a Jus- 
tlec, 4H, Iiii: threats against, 111; agent, 
4*0 : arrested. ft**- , 

Shcpardson, John. Ill; a side Judge, 840; at- 
tempt to arrest, 412. 

Sh. '|aidson, Joeeph, BOS, BS : Joseph, Jr., 
ft 10. 

Sin (unison, Nathaniel, ftlfi. 
Shcpardson, Noah, 436, 610, 7:>H 
Miepardson, Samuel, a pilot, alii. 
Hhcjiardson. Stephen, 773. 
Mn-p itdson, Zelilumlali. 7ftT. 
Sherburne, Andrew, memoirs of, 406. 
Sberburue or Sherbnrn, Henry, 817. 7J3, 778; 

acts as a Judge. 86h ; petition of lite vldow 

otfiftj. 
Sherburne, John. 7*7 

Sheridan. Klciiard Brinsley, anecdote ol *4. 
Sheriff, Maj. , advice of, lllL 



Sherwood. Capt . SOfl, 401 

Sblpman, Kdmund. 758T 

Shirley. Gov. William. 84, 87, 88, 68, 87, 68, 
67o. 678, 74/ 1 ; corresponds ce of concerning 
Fan Dummer, 29—83; proposes a protec- 
tive union. 68 ; his measures for defence, 64. 

Shnldham, Admiral .fill; orders of, 6iS_ 

i Sill. lUchard, a commbeioner, Silk ; letter of, 

Sim, Peter, Hit 

Simmons, Jehle 1 , 119. 

SitriundN 1 It us, 836, m 

.* Inn nols or Simons, William, 367 ; foreman, 

Sims, Capt. , 74. 

Skinner. Samnrl, 9A 

Slode, Gov. William, remarks of, ftGT, &UL 
i Slaner, John. 118. 
I Stater. Isaac, HAL 

SI. , pet. Samuel. 128, 134; a Quaker preacher, 

12ft ; office* held by, 7«\ Tji2. 
Bmalley, Kev Klarn, I'TCto. 
Smith, AsaheLa captain, ftftl. 
Smith. Diana. HS2. 
I smith, Kb>-neter, 118, ISL 

Smith, Wward, bis opinion, 418. 414 ; 00m- 

plaint of. rn -4. 
Srnllli. Gov. Israel. 857, 297. 811, 889, 602. 7ft*j 

a commissioner. 289, Ii2. 7'W. Li* ; an sitent, 

292. ili : his mission toNcw York. 394 ; 

letters of, 814. 880 ; letter to, 831 ; sUtemet.t 

of. L21 ; a Justice, IflL 
Smith, John. 3d. ;;.<*. 

Smith. Mi Sancton. 4&Z ; a commlaslnner, &EtL 
Smith, Noah, state's attorney, 840, 848 ; anec- 
dote of, AM 
Smith. ICetiben. 12&. 
Smith, Klchard, HtL 

Smith, Samuel, 130, 7J&; first child born in 
Windsor. 114. 

Smith. Seth, 391, 892, 7JTL 7&S, HI ; u) arrest- 
ed, ILL il& : aeent and representative for 
the friends of New York, 410—419 ; ar rests 
Mieah Townsrnd, LUL 

Smith. Capt. Steel or Steele, 118, 114, 168 ; 
remarks of. 167, 168. 

Smith. William. 138, 156, 157, Mft, 724, 7J2 ; a 
I chief justice, 12L 

Spafford. Asa, 86. 

Spafford, Kliphalet, ILL 

Spauldlnir. Lieut. Leonard, 96, 172, 863, 410, 
637; his Imprisonment, 808 ; hts release, 808, 
21ft; his patriotic exertions, 23ft; arrest by. 

Tan. 

S'auldlnjr. ■'■ ' L ■• • ■ 
S|Msar, Andrew, 118. 
S|>vncer, Gen. Joseph, G2fL 
SlN-ncer, Atiel, :mo. 
S|K-ncer, Dr. Ellhn, TiSL 
Spencer, Taylor, lis. Hi 
S|« neer, Timothy. 11\ HL 
Splrer, I'anlel, aixount of the death of, 528 — 
ftist, SSL 

Spie r, .label, death of. iSU. 

S|HHinrr, Kliaklm, an ailjutant, filft. M7. 

SiHmner, Dr. l'aul, ll'N 2>«. 247. 2.M. 2ft2. 8ft8, 

3.%V 814: ch.wn a .h-l.-irate. 246. 2ft". 767; 

ehox n sherin", 391, "r'tfi : a side Jiolire, 446; 

a deputy governor, 47*; a chief Jud/e. .M* ; 

a commissioner, 627 ; bloyranliv of, fcr*. WV. 
Spnu/Ue. Capt. Klkanah, 41L 
Siiuire, Kcuoen, 881). 
Starv. Ph Demon, AIL 
Stafford, John. Jr„ 42L. 
, Stafford, Samuel, Hi 
j Staple^ Seth. 
I Star Comfort, :17H. 

Stark, tien. John. ss. 98, 114; runs the saunt- 

l> t, 44 : token prisoner, 63, It. 
Stark. William. 62. 
Stearns, Ihi\ hL 718 

Stearns, Jonathan, 30S, SI; notice nf, (KiL 
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M>bbln«, Asnhel. KT. 

Mi I.I.i U-. Itctijiitiiiii. leads ■ riot. S4i 

Mcbliins. Joseph. 817. 

Mclibins, Stcbulou, his conflict with the In- 
dian*. s«. 
Stcdman, Nathaniel, 100. 

Mecle, Zndock, a prisoner, TOO; his adven- 
tures, 8U1 ; In- aifonnl of In- own »tiffcrlii|{s 
an. I rapth it}, ami of the burning of lloyal- 
ti.n, *t,V 

Stephens, Uenl . S9. 

Stephens, Nicholas. 

Stevens, Charles. 40. 

Stevens, (ten. Kiln-, his valiant conduct, 3SS, 

:>«$ ; <•"•]>* of Ills wife, »57, Stesk 
Mcvcns, Km**, 5-1. 
Stevens, l-'raitcia, Ifli 
Stetciis, Henry. .Ir, Ills captivity, 48, 41. 
Kli-n nj John, 291, I'LL 

Met en-, (kpt. I'hlneas, 88, 39, 40, 41. 42. 43, 
4-. 62; ensured iti scouting expeditions, 49, 
60. 

Mcvcns, Samuel. 565, 7611; Icttvr from, 252; 

nttMa in Ul by, TTTTiSr - 
Steven-, Simeon, TtST 

M. i. H-. Simon. 11*. 117,118. 119.206, 255, 25T, 
■i A. 275, 2s6, 291. 892. 21*5, *Hl, 819, 401, 
".'►I. 77n; deposition of, 181 ; receives a e»|t- 
tainev ami i- made a constable, 18.%, fi-H: n 
delegate, 2An 863, Till; a brigade innjor. 267. 
772; Inlteinatlon of. 270, 271 ; 1mm Us 2-2 ; 
it justice, 431, 761, Ifii 

Mcwart, James, 73 1. 

Stewart, J<tx<iib, ,lr„ 778. 

Mini|i-.>n, K|>liraliii. 7 I - 

sin. s ni, l>avM. 62. 

Stirllmr. Karl of. £LL 

M.h I;wi II. Aaron, first [tcrson born in Mart- 
boriiiL'ti. 97. 

6b«rkwell, Abel, 897; first settler of Marl- 
borough. 97, 9'.'; a guide. 152; an imi-kccp- 
er. l-Vi; resistance to. 872. 

Stockwell. Abel, Jr., 97. 

St. ..|. I.u.l. Aiitln.tiv. 14, lot, 103, UO. 

Stoddard, .lands Tjii 

Mod-lard. « 'ol. .loliii. 15, 18, IT. In 94. 106. 870, 
788; a superintendent, 33, 87,89; hU iti-aTu, 
45: a commis- hitter, Tjia. 

Stoddard, Jonathan, but, 759: Jonathan, Jr., 

7---. 

Sl.iii.-. I>at I I. 1 1 4, 163, m : capture of, 8>2. 

St .lie. I till |i|. 2-1. 114. 

Stone, Herman. 760. 

S .1... I. ISA 

riione, Col. Nathan. 114. 20*. 6BI; attempts to 
slop tin- court at Wliulsor, 161— 165; his 
treatment towards John Grout. 166 — 16s; 
petition of. IM. 1*2: 11 II. . I for defamation, 
8.1 : offices h. l.l bv. L1LL 765, I&i. 

Stone, S nnuel. 102, 168, 16s. 

Stolie, Seth, UkL 

Stone, Thomas. |i£L 

tstoite, Z, .li kiiih. 118, 114.651,764. ISL 

story. William, lnT. 

Stoiighton, John, a Justice. 765. 

Sioii..-litoii. Hon. William, 123, 

Mowell. Mr. , troops at the house of, 516, 

si;, am. 

Stow ell. Am, I5L 
Stowell, l>t\ i.l. ILL 

Mowell, lle/ekiah. 2XI.817.86N 425j letter of. 

414: a ju-tiee.liL.Ilal; petition of, 5o7; 

grant ol Ian. I- to. 545. 757, <5n 
Mowell, H titih. 48i 
Stowell. Israel. 118. 

Stratum, Lieut. — — , 49. 

Mriiri .ti, John, his punishment, 819. 

Mratton. l: nth. 317. 

Mratton. Samuel. 81T. 

Stronir. Henaiith. 112. 

Stronir. Klijah, 112 

siroin;, Klnatltan. I In 163. 16* 



Strong. Joel, 97. 
Strong. John, 257 146. fi62. Hi. 
Strong. Solomon. . 12. 
Muarl, Alexander, 316. 

Su.-kke.-eno. I 7 

Sullivan. Mr. , 6JL 

Sumner, Joel, 511 

Sumner, Jonathan, a justice, "69. 

Sunnier. Samuel, 7.',- 

Sumiier, S. th, 7.N. 

Sumner, Thomas, offices held by, 769. 188, 
Taft, He*. . 96, 

Taplin, John. 198, 160; letter of, 217; offices 

held bv. lib. IlLL 
Taplin, John, Jr, 160; a sheriff, US2. 
Tappen. Christopher. 296. 
Tarbell. Jonathan. 291. ILL 
Taylor, Abraham, punUdiment of, OSS. 
Tavlor, Asa. 771. 
Tavlor, Isaac. 48. 

Tut lor, John, 100, 116, 974, 27G, 2S6, 675, TjW. 
fa, 

Tavlor, Samuel, a coroner, 767 

Taylor, Tbotnaa, 80; bis description of > routo 

to t'anada, 51. 
Teall, Oliver. Ifia. 
Temple, Joseph, anecdote of, 284. 
Ten UrtH-ek. Oil. Abraham, 
Thare. Jonathan. Ltl 
Tltatcher. Samuel, Ii2. 
Thaver. Jonathan, 60. 
Thayer, wniiitm. iMl 

Thoiiiaa, Isaiali, 712. 

Thomas John, proiMwltlon of, 60S: John, Jr., 
179. 

Tlmmllnvin. ('apt. John. 89. 

Thompson, lion. Ihtiitel I'., reference to bia 

writlnirs. 5-1^ 686, 687, tiet, 699. 
Thompson, nitvld. 120. 
Thomp-on, Ilea. Ile/eklali, 113. 
Thompsain, Joseph. H'-k 16n 
Thompson. Nathaniel. 6.*i9. 
Thompson, Holiert, 7:t5. 
Thomiias.n, William. 120. 
ThrtMip, John, a side judge, 840. 
ThurlHT, Itavl.L 527 '; filled, &2J ; (rrant landa 

to, 545, 757. 
Thurber, Kavld, Jr., T57. TIiU. 
Thurston. rb njumln,"ral, 166. 
Thyhaiisllhau, 24. 

Tichenor, tior. Isaac. 4>!L ftg: his visit of 
conclliutlon, 4g2, i£± 48l,T3t7T; a commis- 
sioner. .V4> 

Tildeii. ChitrleN wounded, 8s9, 830. 

Tlsilale. Abralmm. lili. 

Tisdale, Israel, 1^, 

Tlsilale. John. 13± 

Tlsilale, CapL Jir-eph. 59. 13i 

Tts.lnle, Jiwph. Jr., JJLi 

Tl-ilalc, llnth. 59. 

Tlsilale, Seth. 60. 

Tilts. John. LSi, 

Tobe. Eleaier, Ii2. 

Tolles, Ilenrr, a captain, 5£J_ 

Tompkins Jonathan G., 41 n 

Ti)»n.« iiil, Henry. 7iat 

Town-end, MIcaK, 811. 859. 876. 401. MX, 7Q9. 
TIN liL; letters of. 814. 82o. KX=S5!r W, 
871.879: Information of. 819: letters to. 821, 
880 : ps |tcr* entrusted to. 836. 387 : arrested, 
841: trial of. 848, 844: a representative In 
the New York Assemblr. 861, 867. 8«N 76>; 
blmrraphy of, 700—706 ; "offices held bv. 768. 
765, IgL 

Town-eml. Rev. Canon Mlcajah. TOO : remark 

of. <U5; letters of. «5n, jJU. 700, 
Townsln-nd, I^inl, IfBT" 
Tracv, Andrew, a captain. .'«*<0. 
Trac'v. I'rlnce. 119. 

Trvo'n. C.ov. Wllllac ,126. 1*1. 201, 226. 248. i^L 
6V2.tE2.Sg6; Inj i \ Hon* irraiil« bv. 171, 178: 
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petitions t", ITS. 180, 181, 191; address to, 

188; burning of tin- house of, 60T: letters 
to. flfri «7_7_, 728, "2* ettcr of, aEL 

Tucker, Joseph, 6-1 rapturei and la cap- 
tured. 811— 5>1& 

Tutc, Amos, To. 149. 100; petition of. 5o7; 
biography of, T08— T(3 ; » coroner, T67. 

Tute, Mr-. Ji 'iiiiini. her epitaph, T6. 

Tut*. Jonathan, his epitaph, TjlJ^ JJJL 

Twlehel, Benjamin, 74 

Twichcl, Daniel, death of, T4, IML 

Tvler, J.*cph, 101, 26T, UL 

Tyler, Kovall, 704j biography of, 70S— T18. 

Tyler, WIUianiTIark, 10a. 

r.lall, Oliver, ILL 
Cmpaumct, IT. 
Underwood, Jonathan, 424. 
Underwood, Timothy, 96. 
Upham, W ]lli:itn. J..7. 
Upton, Clotworthv, 141. 
Usher, John, TH9, IJ&, 
Usher, HobertTTC.'. 142. 
UUey, (apt — ^~T"66. 

Van « 'ortlnndt, Pierre, 858. 
Vnndenburgh, Cornelia*, 652. 
Van Bantvoord, George, 624. 
Vnn Schank. Peter, liii 
Van Veehien. Abraham, a commissioner. 5o4 
Yarlck, Klchard, a commissioner, 65*. US. 
Vim, In nil. Marquis ile, 20, 75, 98. 
Verplauck. Gillian, a commissioner, 65_s, 652- 
Vlsseher, Matthew, TjjJL 

Wndawnrth, Benjamin, 18, 984. 

Wahwa. b&L 

Wainwright. John, 726. 

Wmt. ( ol. B-njamin. 14T, 148. 149. 181, 182, 
104, HW, 2<»6, *W, *K Mil, 5o7. &us3, 815, T2H, 
TTO, 112.; commander hT the rangers, SW, 
■ t' * ' : order* to, 502, 681 ; \aluable services 
ot Mi ilfi. 5M; wouTnTed, 55U. 

Wait, Gad. 81T. 

Wait. Joseph. 168. 1*1. 164, 1(15, ISO, 167, CCL 
Walhrldgc, Col. Ktieiiezer, Tu8; his regiment 

ordered <oit. 489. 440_: arrests by, ±±L 
Wales Elcnzer, 112. 
Walker. Kll.iklm, Lii 
Walker, llussian. 289. 
Walker, James T*s ISA: James, Jr., 7-39- 
Walker, Nathan, wounded by the Indiana, 

46, 4T. 
Walker, lienben. So. 
Walker. Thomas punishment of. AS? 
Wall, I'atrirk, notlee of, 02\J_. his » ife, <M0i Bll. 

Wallace, James 787. 

Waller, Daniel, capture of. ie-T 

Wallls Thomas, 24; a commissioner, US 

WaNftorth, James Jr., Hi 

Walton, Gerard, Iii2_ 

Walton, Henry. 95. 

Walton, William. Ifii. 

Walworth. Daniel, ilL 

Ward. Stephen, 418. 

War.-. William. 122. 

Warner, Daniel, 69. 

Warner, Joshua. 69. 

Warner, Mark. «;;«■. 

Warner, Seth, 887. 329. HiS. 754: formation of 
the r, l'ihm lit ..f, 82'i. 822, 8211, 824 ; letter of, 

122. 

Warner, William, 1C9. 084. 

Warren. CapL Jonathan, 2ST. 44-1 

Warrlner, Samuel. 2V2. 819; declaration of, 

4M: a coroner, ZliL 
Wasbbnrn, James 6". 

Washington. George. tt\ J81. 40T. 408. 412 
IS I. IklL 68s, 652, 667, 66s. 7J11 : Ir •era 
to. 851. 352. !tli G4IL; let lore ..f. 4M. 28; 
eulogy on, 6*8 668. 



Water*. Capt. Daniel, his exploits, 619, fi±L 
Water*, Oliver. 810, ££2 ; arrest byT6ilfi ; is 

captured by the Yorkers, Ml; escape and 

recapture of. M» 512. 8JJL 
Watson. Brooke, 565, 7ti2. 
Watson, Kbenezer, printer, fifli 
W:ii'-. John, 128. 
Watts Samuel, 79. 
Wattson, John, a justice , "(A. 
Wiiitunkameeg, IT. 
Waunoouooseet, IT. 
WaussunU, 678. 

Wcare, Pre*. Mcsbeeh, letter of, MS. 

Webb. Calvin, notice of, 889 ; testimony of, 

888, 884. 
Webb. Jehlel. 152. 

Webb, Joshua, IAS, 198, 199, 806; notice of, 

889. 

Webb. Silas. 846. 
Webster, Daniel, ££2. 
Webster, Capt. Kbenezer, SSL 
Weld, Isaac, 1X2 ; trial and fine of. 452. 453- 
Well*. Henry, a Justice, Iob. 
Wells llubbell. 8HV 
Wells John, 12. 152. 
Wells, Jonathan, IT, IIS. 
Wells, Joseph, 151 ; his trial, 680 ; bis punish- 
ment, 52L 
Wells Joshua, 40. 142. 

Wells obsdloh, 292, 29 ^8^ 789; petition of, 

n 

Wells, OllT#r. 285. 

WelK Samuel. 1"4. 175, 80S. «r1s, 826, 245. 262, 
879, C04. .'^4. 67ft. 701, 704 ; deposition ..f 
181 ; assigned of the quorum, 184 ; Judge 
of the Inferior court, 149 ; favors the D. an., 
180—196 ; his conduct approved of, 18T ; 
supports the government or New York, 161 
— 166 ; allusion to his size. 1T9 ; petition of, 
181,188; elected to the General Assembly 
of New York. l&S, ISO, fin^im ; Instructions 
to, 8l>4 ; Information of, 286; money paid 
to, 888 ; otter of. 888 ; conversation of, 113 ; 
flight of. 4s5. Alia : bi<«raphy of, T18— 725 ; 
representation of, 726: examination of. 749 ; 
offlees held by, Iffl. 76^ JJkl 

Wentworth. Gov. Ilennlrig. 61. 68. 68. 78, 148, 
169 ; bis correspondence reVuiTe to Fort 
Dummer. 80—82 : grants of land by, 98— 
12T. fiiL fiCi <SQ laa ; dispute* arising from 
his grants, 12s ; eounU-r proebunatlon of, 
189. 148 ; reserves land for himself, 140, 678, 
142 ; reserves masting trees, 144 ; Is suc- 
ceeded In other, 145. 

Wentwortli.Gov. John, 748 ; hla offices, 145, 
668 ; applications to, 146 ; commence* a 
malicious prosecution for cutting masting 
Ittnbor, 147; dislikes the residents west of 
Connecticut river, 149 ; correspondence of, 
155—158. 

Wentworth, Joshua, an attorney, 522. 

West, Mr. . 880. 

West, Klliah. ML 

Weston. Nathaniel, 881, HL 

Wheat. Samuel. triaTorT 848. 844. 

Wbeaton. I apt, — . rK., an. 

Wheeler, Darius, assault by, 608 ; arrest of, 

am 

Wl»celer, George. 180. 

Wheeler, Harrison. 69, TO. 

Wheeler, CapL Isaac. 444. 515. 

Wheeler, Jethro, 789. 142. 

Wheeler. John, assault by, Q0J1 ; arrest or, ££4. 

Wheeloek. John, 899. 

Wheelwright, John, 79; commissary -g«D*ral, 
46. 

Whipple. Benjamin. 829. 

Whipple. Daniel. 158, 17.'., 719. Ififi ; his sets as 

high sheriff, 102; Is resisted, 168; bond to. 

661: notice ot I2A TiiL 
Whipple, Joseph, 151 ; resistance of, 42t 

trial of. 449. 
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Whipple, Marr. 744. 
WlilpiJ.-, PolUird, a Jailer. 292. 
Whipple, Thomas 759 ; assault by, 508 ; arras* 
<>f, 

Whlston. Samuel, 168. 

Whttcomb, Lieut. ■, robbery bv, 8S3. 

Whlicoinb. Benjamin, a Justice, ZflL 
Whitoomb, John. 

White, Mr. , woanded at the Westminster 

mawra, 981. 
White, Ebcncier, 198. 
Whit.-. Henry. 157. 
White. Joel, 190. 
White, John, 14. 108, 107, 188, '-J8. 
White. Joslah, 842. 
White, LMKWL 880. 
White, Marv, 195. 
White, Nnan. 125 
White, Hon. P., 96. 
White, Col. Thomas 09. 
White. William, 42k 426. 510,173; deposition 

of, 529, 580; examination of, 588; letter of, 

BHs ; grant of lands to, 545. 158. 
Whiting. Benjamin, a deputy surveyor-gene- 

ral, 148 ; am-sts by, 147, lit ; his Journey to 

New York, 14-. 150— 154 : a Justice, UtV 
Whiting. Kcv Samuel, letter to, fiiL 
Whiting. < oL W luiam. 785, ISA 
Whiting. William B.4JS 
Whitinore. Daniel 14-k 

Whltinorc, ( apt Francis 97, 808; his tolls 
and those of his wife, their usefulness and 
death, 9\ 99 

Whitney, rapt. Benjamin. 515, 772, TT8 ; trial 
of, 843. 84 1; lea.Ls an attack"! 5TT; stationed 
at lloilfonl, &2J. 

Whltn.y, Daniel, 121. 

Whitney, Kirn, punishment of, 282, 

Wbltnev, 4o|j,*iS. 

Whitney, .' .nathaii, ill. 

Whitney, Nathaniel. Ml, I2A 

Wil.lr.1, Kichanl. 718. 

Wiekh.nii. \VIIUuiHT7»4,IlLi. 

Wick« Ire, Joseph, fifffT 

Wlersbury, Anthony, 19. 

WillM.re, Jo-.ei.ri, 7-vV 

Wilbore. Stephen, lii 

Wilmx, Mr. . :tty. 

Wllklns. Dr. Isaac, an address of, 607, 80S; 
r. Terreil to, 6JJJL 

Wilklns. rapt. Daniel, ilh. 

Wilkins Daniel. Jr., I3L 

Willard, Aaron, 771- 

W.llard, Bela. trial of. 848. 344. 

Willard, Billy or Billey, 73!*, 143. 

WilUrd, Henry, 796. 

W ..id i- i.i'i. 7 ••> LLl 

W illanl. Joseph, 2357727: his family captured, 
99; trial of, 813, ML 

Willard, t ol. Joslah, 81, 48. 49, 64. 789, 719: 
commander of Fort Dutmiier, 98; letter of, 
27,59; under-commlssary, 38; encages in a 
skirmish with the Indians, :<fi ; la succeeded 
In the command at Fort Duiiuner and re- 
st.iri-.l, 87, 3\ 40; a piim-lpat proprietor of 
Number One, 61 ; his death, 89: estate of, 
794: l.loirrapliy of, T-M 

Wlllnsd, Col. Joslah, Jr., 61, 107. Tjit 743; 
comin.vn ler at Ashueloi, 44. 59; succceils 
Ills father in the command of Fort Dutmiier, 
62, order, to, tit; gifts by. 69. 70; obtains a 
renewal of the charter of Wr.ttiiin-.li-r. I>3, 
91: a proprietor of llraltleborough, 104; 
biography n( I2L 

Will ml. See. .lo-lah, 51,79. 

Willard, Miriam, 

Wiilanl, l.leut. M.wcs 58, 64; killed by the 
Indians, SI. 

Willard. Nathan, 104. 749; commander at Fort 
Humour, lis; Irtter of, 7s; complaints 

against. 81. si. 
Willard, Nathan, Jr.. Hi. 



1 Wiilanl, Oliver, R2, 109. 115. 749j deposition 
of l II . in tltion IM, i-j . ..ir..vs held 
bv, IM. IfiL 

Wiilanl. Prentice, M'J. LLl 

Wiilanl, i:«-v. Samiit-i. L^fi. 

Wiilanl, MaJ, Simon, is. IM. 

Wiilanl, Sol.onon. 6Wl 7.-CI. 148. 

Willard, Wilder, 82. 7*. 748. 

Willard, William. 0»T^. 9"2. 739. 712 ; cxnml- 
nation by, 1 7:* ; Imprisoned. 236; incident 
concerning. 75-1: otBe. s held by, 764, 706. 

Willard. William, lr.. 144. 

William and Marv. laws of, 190, 193. 

Williams. Aden. 42H. 

Williams, linv. t'harles K , TiL 

Williams, Da> Id. 816. 611. 

Williams. Lev. KlenXer. la 

William-, Fliiah. llo; a commissary, 45, 68. 

Williams, Kllsha. 7 6 

Williams. Col. Kphralm. 83, As. 70. 671: Ids 
death, 79; founder of William's college, 79. 
Williams, Funic*, 11. 

Williams Col. Israel, IS, 94,49. 59. SO, 91, 8"7, 
67o; a commissary, 88; general aiipcrln- 
ten. lent, 45; letter of. 69; plan of defence 
by, 67 ; surveys a military road. !>4. 85; de- 
po-itioti of. Ins; a rolullil»l..ner, TjSl 

W illiamn, James &£, 

Williams Ji-s-m , a quarter-master, 551. 

Williams, John, Hi 

Williams. Kcv. John. 10, 673: his sermon, 11 
Williams. Samuel. 2d. Lii. 
Williams, Simeon, 1-9 
Williams Maltham, ID9. 

W illiams. < o|. William, «S 9S, 19*. 199. 9*J, 
917, 249. 855, 97<k is7, 6JL TJo, III ; petition 
of, 181, 1-2: impri-oncd. 2=14!: chosen a 
delegate. 246, 2*1. 9.'sl. 767j letter of. 29S; 
si it. in. nt of. X74: charart.-r, of. 441 : his 
failure to make an arrest. 442 : biography of, 
72-- 7 HO ; a Justice. I&a 

William*. Zip|H.rah. fittt 

Willis, Benjamin. 7--«, 

Willis Jo-,pii. La. 

Wlllson, Benjamin, oppose* the laws of Ver- 
mont. 884 

Wlllson or Wilson, Locaa, 257, 113 ; trial of 

848.844. 
Wilson. Peter. 96 
Wilson. William. 789,118. 
Winchester. Joseph, a Justice, 4iiL ZHL 
Wis.-. John, 980 

Withers|KM>n, Dr John, Ijjo : deputed to risit 
the Orants 850 ; bis interview- with Chit- 
tenden, 856 ; report of 858, 359. 

Wlttnell. Jeremiah. 7Ss, 

Wood, Silramis ijo 

Wood. Stephen. T.t-. 

Woodhull, t ol Nathaniel, a patriot, 608. 

Woods Joecpli, 175. 

Wmidward, Bcaaleel. oarnest appeal of, 

Woodward, Robert. IM 

WoiKlward. Tlmolbr. 51L 

Wooloot, Mr. , i'L't. 

Wooeter. Oen. David, petition of, 189; death 

of. 595. 
Wooster, Timothy. fifllL 
Wort bin gt on, John, tiS3L 
Wray. Oeorxe. 762. 
Wright, Atnasa. T8. 

Wright, ( apt Azarlah, 196, 981, 689. 772 : Ms 
patriotism. 219; bis conversation with Judge 
('batidler. 92 » : a leader at tbe Westminster 
massacre. 991. 994 : biography of. 780—781 ; 
names of the members of lib company, 759, 

laa. 

Wright, Azarlah. 9<L 283. 

Wright, ( apt. Benivuln. 19: I.leiit . IIX 

Wrlcht, Beiionl, 12-t : his punishment, 125. 

Wright, Jonathan. 817, 81S, CSii. 

Wright. Medad. 185. 158 ; trial of 848, 844. 

fc right, M«*c*. 101. 2J«, na. 
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Wright. Kenbfn, his conflict with tb» IndJuo*, 

sa 

Wright, Salmon, testimony of. m 

Wilulii, Thomas M . Inkoti prisoner, 383. 

\t rljibt, Ztidock, «», 7<i6. 

Wyinan. Cnpt, I mho, 70 

Wyman, Mattbow. 48 ; hU apUTlly, 44, 45. 



Wylhr, Ororge, «& 

Yate*. Robert. SSS. 669, MM, «», TM. 
Yaw, Aim>», 760. 

Yaw, Amoa. Jr.. 4««.fiS7. 758 ; trial of Ml. 

Yaw, Mow*. 42*. 010, 750. 

Yaanc Dr.Tbooia*. wMwwa of, M6. 667. 
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